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The paper point out some values of electronic media in facilitating or enhancing the t_eachtng and learning process .
at secondary schools and even tertiary institutions when used éffectively. It also highlights some factors considered
to be hindering the use of electronic media in the classroom instruction. The researcher recomm.ends to the
authorities and bodies piloting the affairs of education to pay much attention to the use of e[ectromc media for
instruction in the formal educational setting.- : ; '

Introduction . . SR . , . . : o
The values of electronic media (both Projected/non-Projected) in an' effective teaching /learning process cannot be

“ over emphasized at all lévels of education, because their effective use allow much learning to take place in less time -

with minimum difficulties.

To buttress this fact, Gana (1979) considered media (audio-visual materials) as facilitators of teaching/learning
process and agents ‘of selling ideas to the public. Ogunmilade (1984) stressed that audio-visual equipment like radio,
television, video, film projectors as part of electronic media are capable of focusing attention on who and what is
important and interesting to the public thereby encouraging people to contribute their quotas towards national
development. Dauda  (1992) Confirmed that educational technology and audio-visual materials are strong forces in
facilitating effective communication, which will result in higher level of performance in any learning situation.

In medical science education, Nwamoh (1981) strongly observed that video facilities, have found their ways into the
operating theatres of our health instructions and Cadaverous of our medical teaching centres. For instance during
surgical operations, the practice in the past has been for the medical personnel to cluster around the surgeon to watch
surgical operations. However, with the introduction of video facilities, in health institutions surgical operations can
be relayed live to classrooms, lecture- theatres and viewing cubicles from the 120perating’ theatre using the close

circuit television system (CCTV). Also, such recording can always be played back to future audience or succeeding
generations of students without distortion. ' , o

Tonnie (2003) maintained that there is a special relationship between television and education which is often

information, impacting knowledge;

Interpreting events and socializing the human mind. He remarked that information knowledge and socialization aré

the major components of development in all human socjeties,

In the same vein, Tonnie (2003), Further maintai'ned
participation in the political process is very much limit
periodic election of leaders. Millions of Nigerians do
environment nor are they always aware of the various
fully understanding the political and social actions taki
what their leaders are thinking or doing. The media
their “’reality”’ is created by the media, '

that in a large and diverse society such as Nigeria, public
ed to occasional expression of opinions and protest, and ('hc
not always have direct access to the realities of their so¢i
events that occur around them, They do not have any way ©
ng p!ace in their society, what is going on in their society 2"
constitute their main access which by implication means tna
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it is the researchers view t‘h?t Tonnie’s discussion as mentioned above -
ection/or integration between T.elewsm_n, education and national development is oby
C::?eséa rcher is not referring to the integration of Television and education as mere presen
;ecreatiOHal Centres, St\-ld&?r'lfS.’ comr;l]or)_ rooms, staff common room _ax.ld other recreational outlets. Byt the point the
researcher is making here'is that Te evision .and (.)ther electronic media should be used as mediator for educational
instruction in the classroom. That is, the media being used as a means of instruction in the classroom,

i_s emphasizing that the
1ous and important. Here
Ce or use of TV in school

Unfortunately, in spite of these glaring factors, most teachers from grass
little or no'use of any of these avenues in the classroom teaching,
values in education. Instead, most teachers still cling to what Okp

rass root to tertiary levels of education make
even though they may be aware of their positive
ala (1980) called verbal symbolism i.e. chalk and
per highlights. Prominent among such reasons are

these factors:-

‘Lack of Equipment and Facilities =~

Media equipment that are essential for use in the classroom instruction are subs

of learning especially in some Nigeria Secondary Schools. Media equipment ranging from simple radio and other
non-projected equipment to advanced projected media equipment like multi-media computed - projectors are
substantially lacking in our schools. Supporting this fact, a research at science secondary schools in Niger State on
problems of media utilization revealed that 94% of teachers and 96% students from the surveyed schools expressed
that media facilities and equipment are lacking in their schools. Therefore, the

presenter deduced that governments
or bodies managing our leaming institutions like ministries of education (MOE), science Schools Board (SSB) or
(STSB) have: paid little or no attention to the provision of audio-visual equipments to schools. However, in a
situation where the needed equipment is not made available automaticall
and instruction will be impossible. Therefore unavailability of such proje
major obstacle hindering the use of the electronic media for formal instru

tantially lacking in most institutions

cted and non-projected equipment forms a
ction in our institutions of learning.

Facilities-: Availability of the facilities is a pre-requisite to the functions of the media-qquipment (projec;tedfnor}-
projected). However in availability, facilities such as electricity, s.uitablf: 'environment_l.e. echo 't‘rge or acoustic
room, storage facilities (dust proof containers etc) hinders the use or effectlv'eness of media 'gadg'ets in the classroom
instructions. When such materials that will facilitate the use of rned_ia equipment are lacl'u_n.g, it aﬁ';ccts as well as
hinders the use of the equipment because the equipment cannot ﬁJn‘ctlox} wnt_hout thgse facilities. For_mstance, wl}en
slides are kept/stored in a. dusty environment or in a hot room, 1t'w1-11_hmder the use of _such slides on a slide
Projector because when dust rest on the slides, such slides becomes invisible even when projected on the projector,
likewise a hot room will gum two or more slides together when exposed to excessive heat and such can damage the
slides thereby hindering their effective use on a projector.

Manpower ('Human- Power Factor): This is another big obstacle that hinders the use of electronic medig for
classroom instruction. = . ‘ c _ _ .
The glaring fact about this is that most teachers and educationists who are to use the mcd}lla_x gadI%e'tsﬂi;or l_nstrui.h‘;n

y i i i i t in teaching. It is the view of the
lack the basic operational skills which are essential for the use of media equipmen ;
researcher that i)his broblem cuts across all levels of educational institutions from nursery through pn.mary/post
Primary institutions up to tertiary institutions of learning.

| . : i in Nigeri what has been said
In the same vein lbitayO'(1931) on-developing media personr;_ell 1rr1n Ii\rlixggt::e;J l;ga:n%bis:r:;i ct’}c;aitn dvitazi:nsthm 8 ald
.~ i instituti ea
about ¢ o edia in higher institutions of leaming i , P e
Mmay beh::nuise Ofr:: onur:iazt)]t? ?n::mctional strategies in these institutions in the fut:;g. [—:g:(c): :L,t;“gcﬁ\,e oo zpa -
0a large exTeFx)'.(: uar;ﬁ?tslfé gvailability of trained and experienced staff to ::;f;‘ijgﬁedo nF:n e o
electronj g in th classroorh At present, most of these 1n gram
IC media In the ;
co .

ayo (It er do they provide p y ices to lecturers in other developments.
on media ngither do th i ional consultancy services c - ‘
icati nedi i rovide professiona ¢ y ¢ . l ;
ecithno II -h wen! ;Ul lhe“ .'Or sayt that some states have indicated their ]mtcntlon tio lmroldl.lu:g:t course tn educa
nin imary s. The main problem these states 1 f
: lo(gylto) trai tl g'collrc;cs producing teachers for the prima ‘ schools. Th '

'S lack of qualified staff to design and teach such Courscs. e
| i isment for communication in the clas ' i
Telephobia is another factor hindering the use Ofm:?g}f:cl:lf;:ally made equipment. In other words, some people

CI¢ implies having morbid fear of operating/use 0 The fear could be due to lack of;

. : for instruction.
are afraid 1o yse technological gadgets in learning and
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.

Lack of familiarization with the use of the equipments. . .

Fear of failurc/disappointments in attempt to use them for instruction.

Fear of embarrassment in front of learners i o t

Fear of being shock by electricity in an attempt to use the equipment. '

General deficiency stermming from not being naturally, technically minded. Studies have shown that phobia ja
this sensc is largely expressed by the females.

pao TP

Cost Implications: High cost of electronic media equipment poses a problem which hir.idcrs their use in school;
The equipments such as video projectors, multi-media computed projectors are not Fastly affordabl'e due to higy
costs. That 1s why government and educational bodies such as ministries of education (MOE), Science Schools
Board (SSB), and also the management of some tertiary institutions often raise eye-brows when one talks abou the
use of clectronic media in the classrooms. Questions are usually asked as to where the money for such huge
investment is to come from? Expressions that usually follow are the projected and non-projected gadgets are very
expensive; we cannot afford the exorbitant cost.

Indecd the fears or concerns of education bodies are quite justified to some extent oonsif:!eri.ng the cost ot_‘ projected
and clectronic media in Nigeria but the significance and the desire to achieve the objectives of simplifying and
enhancing teaching/learning process should be our priority.

Inadcequate Funding-: Is a big obstacle that hinders the use of electronic media for communication in the
classroom, Huge amount of money has to be expended in procuring the electronic media equipment ranging from
simple non-projected TV to the complex projected gadgets. These have to be procured in hundred s or thousand sof
numbers for schools. This attracts huge sums of money. On the other hand, maintenance of such media cquipment is
additional 10 the cost of procurement. For these reasons, educational bodies and also the management of tertiary

institutions find it difficult to expend huge amount of money procuring/maintaining such media equipment for use in
the classroom.

Politics-: 1s the greatest uncentainty which poses obstacle that hinders the use of media equipment for instruction in
formal cducation al setting. Here it is emphasized that government decides priorities i.e. every government has its
priorities and so funding such priority is always given maximum preference so much so that adequate funding goes
to such priorities no matter what policies might have been laid down. All avoidab
povernment prioritics while the desired needs in schools such as procurement/provision
ignored. In another vein, burcaucratic delays from the gov
the use of the media equipment for instruction in the classroom.

Attitude of Most Teachers and Educationist towards the Use of Electronic Media

This stresses on the fact that most teachers 2nd educationists are familiar with what Okpala (1981) called Verbel
Symbolism i.c. 1alk and chalk wzy of teaching so that most teachers might have not scen the need for the use of

clectronic media for instruction this is simply because of the fact that they are most familiar with the traditional talk
and chalk method of instruction.

Lack of Electric - Power Supply In The Rural Areas:-

Most of rural zreas in some stztes have no electricity end have linle or no hope of hay ing it. This is a major obstacle
that hinders the use of the cectronic media equipment in the rural schools. In shon, this is 1o say that absesce of
clecinaty supply 10 the rural seming hinders the use of clectronic media equipment for instruction in the nes
schonls, On the other hand, wban snd metropoliten centres adversely affect the use of such modia equipmont fiv
Fmracons bocause they are over siressed by the users.

lesdequate and Inflevible Curriculum and Syllabi to Incorporate the Use of Electronic Media Equipmest is
S‘.fﬁal’.

This is 10 say that most schools curriculas are rigidly planned that linle or
Of Insavations on the classscom. However, the reason w)
he wie of cectronic media gadgets is
Instrecion

no room i provided for chango
1y most teachers of educationing have nod seen the need o
because they are most familiar with raditional chalk and talk mathods of
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kécomme“daﬁ"“s"

In order to improve upon the factors militating against the utilization of electronic media in the classroom, the
foﬂowing are necessary.

A.

provision of media in service training-: it is su

. ggested that government and bodies concerned with educational
matters should always provide media In- :

! In-service training for their staff. The In-service training should be
designed and executed in order to bring about a better result on the job performance by teachers and
educationists. This could be achieved thr

: 1S. LS © : ough instructing them for better utilization of the electronic media.
The instruction requires that teachers be taught some theory and practice of media application, new skills such

as those needed for preparation of instructional materials and even simple skills like how to change a projector

bulb should be taught. In other words, the media in service training should keep teachers up to date on theory
and research, so as to make them more competent in the use of media instruction, It will also help to a large
extent te solve the probl

em of technophobia among teachers and other users of electronic media in the
classroom. . - - -

Regular workshops for teachers ba
embarked upon, perhaps jointly
Universities, and Colleges of Edu

sed on the needs they identify should be vigorously mapped out and
among the personnel of Nigeria Educational Technology Centre (NETC),
cation (COE), State ministries of Education and Teacher Resource Centres.
Full-fledged instructional material media centres should be established, with sub-centres in each local
government area. Between them they should encourage and co-ordinate instructional technology activities
within the state. This will enable the idea of educational technology and media instruction reach the grass root
and rural teachers. - . ’ K ' : g .- _
Adequate Funding-: The states government are urged to adequately fund the training of teachers on the use of -
media for instruction e.g. (media in-service training) as earlier recommended. Further more, enough funds
should be provided by the State Governments for the procﬁrement and maintenance of electronic media.
Management of tertiary institutions in the state like COES should follow firm applicable policies on the use,
handling and maintenance of the media instructional materials in schools. It must be ensured that such policies -
are eriforced, e.g. individuals who are found guilty of mishandling or stealing the materials should be ruthlessly

punished and where individuals or collaborators are not found. guilty, the head teacher or Principal should be
held responsible. - g - . ; '

The state instructional media centres should have their regular bulletins to acquaint teachers with progress
reports, new acquisitions, exhibitions, and planned administration on the use and operation of media
instructional materials. In addition, special publication may be prepared to give information on specific topics,

_ such as how to use the overhead projector (OHP), producing tapes for use with listening centres and using the
common instructional tool. General publication such as media handbook from instructional media centres .
(IMC) and other professional bodies like NETC or ERC might be used to give teach
using the electronic-media for instruction. . ) . _ o
Ministries  of Education and other bodies managing Education, parastatals and voluntary organizations should
generate money from possible source like external or foreign aids and other sources to supplement the efforts
of the state government in funding the use of media instructional materials in our schools. . '
Provision of functional standby generators in schools in the urban and. rural schools. In the urban and
metropolitan schools whenever there is electric power failure fror_n NEPA, the reserved generating plants can
be used for continuation of the lesson or programmes of instruction by electronic media. Where there are no
generators, make-up lessons, programmes can be organized to compensate for the dgst.oﬂed/interrupted lesson
due to power failure. In the case of rural schools that have no access to electricity (NEPA), the power

i beused. . W o ' '
%etir:::at;?xilﬁ?ntt;c;nrese:rch into the achiever’s units/sections of NTA and FRCN to identi
instructional matesials and be used appropriately for instruc.:tlon. . -
Tertiary Institutions in the state espccial_ly teachers education Ipstntunons or colleges should make their media

. centres functional.’ Envolve all programmes. and avenues_poss:b!c to sensitize teachers and the general public
towards utilizing media gadgets for instruction in the classroom. .

ers an overall view of

fy potential

Conclusion

e researcher is calling on the State Governments and authorities piloting the affairs of education MOE, STSB, and

the management o £ tertiary Inistitutions across the country to pay much attention to the use of elgctronic media for
instruction in formal educational setting so as to enhance teaching/learning process and”to achieve high level of
performance in our schools. Teachers and educationists are here by urged to start‘ using electronic media for
instruction in the cllassro'on'; especially for large group instruction as the students’ environment in: s_choo]s .
increasing, :
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