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;1;The National Policy on Education,
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gk oot 2oitziigte n) enifnonogn (M00: oo b .
. Lo (2004) stated that Englisl,lfk@ngsmge,} the .l.nffé.l,ur,n,;o.f, instruction ffom primary
~ school to tertiary level. English Language is not only a core snibjé&tf in‘Nigépa”s"Bduc_ation system l‘)'l_lt a credit pass'in it
‘i3 a prerequisite for admission into the universities for all the pf&gi‘anin'!'e's. 1¢1s in'this rlfght that'the paper looked at the
role of English Language as ‘a prerequisite for admission into Nigerian :universities ‘and its:implications on manpower
development in Educational Technology. It concludes that constant use of instructional media in schools should be

- éncouraged to make teaching of English Language more interesting and effective. Also, Language laboratories or
studio was suggested to be provided by ministries of Education ‘andfequlpped‘ }xiqf;h.}vg{jogsg,@l}@ctiqnal! media,aids for

, practical learning of the language. Qualified and ‘experfenced ‘English 'Language teachers ‘should bé' employed and
. trained through periodic workshops, seminars, conferences and in-service programmes, this will help boost students’
. performance, rate of admission and consequently enhance niangowc:fjlm in Edycational Technology. = - -, .. ' °
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' Introduction - : S T !tlﬁThg role ‘English Language plays in
. English ‘Language is ‘widely spoken''" - the*world of communication'and scientific
- and used more than any other language on the.w.» . advancement cannot:be overemphasized..Our
. globe. Today large numbers of non English .. educational - policy ; is !-cept_eredh_ on English :
~ speakers use English Language in order to Language, virtually all the books we use in 1

survive or find employment-with'governing: "' *oui7stho6ls dre written'in Eniglish- Language. (

class. The role and functions has changed . Consequently, both arts and science students
_from being an instrument of ‘subservience'to '+ -',ﬁeéd}pioﬁ(:.ien‘cy’ilx_l}!\inglish:=As"the language
other quite different ends such as window on =~ of wider communication every school child \

the world of science and technology or as the ..+ - or; student no'imatter ‘his course must - study i
only language not neglected by.one, section of, .- :EPg}isb'%I;anggagg,a Ferguson, .(1981) stat |
the population or another. English Language = ;'%P;EPghSh L@g?ﬁ8¢.i5 needéd to prosmtaiedb_ te |
is used in numerous books ' providing' " - “our culture and to know and appreciate other |
international aid and administration. As the:~ people. Most of the novels, plays and poems
telecommunication revolution got underway... : . are.written in English Language, the language
- English Language became dominant in the . therefore has to be learned to an appreciable
international * media; ‘'radio'“and - television,” """ degree to knoyv ar.xd value ‘our culture, -7
magazine and nowspapers includig trode, . In Nigers English Language is
-.English as a Language is very important than 'I'v. 1came.d and studied as a subject. There’is a
inventions itself because without language ™" | conscious effort to study the language deeply

. L ; o will ‘be di v | orextensivelybecausé of some advantages t
m ns, discoveries-will be difficult or extensive ) tages to
- tooztr;;ﬂn:nd transmit from. generation to- 7y ;| be~derived from the exercise. According to
generation. Adebayo, (1988) stated that. - the National Policy;on Education, (2004) the |
1 hnolog); and  science’ “may , control _use of 'English' Language in the educational |
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efivironment but solution to its problems r.estl s m;httigggsh __ch_mld.! ‘s_ta:r_th fr(;m the primary
“Upon English Language as medium of passing.-»; ; SC Qf;.(i:‘ﬂr : lgiﬂa;(rj SJC ools, - all;  subjects
“information and commands. . . ... :."';'-"-':,';7-.;:.'7‘;_‘; ggq,";,_’,,,in;,, }_atﬁ“.lgh. -and-learned using English
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lc“Anguage and the o e N THY “'Language must be'made compulsory'as a pre-
echnology
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:Tequisite  for admission - into 1 our +;higher 1

institutions. of learning.; Oyewole,; (1978).

stated that there is no doubt that Nigeria has

lost and is still losing potential scientist, .-,

teachers and .experts . just.. because . such ;...

candidates could not make.-the, required:

- grades in English Language.

y Aniah, (2004) according to statistics
* obtained from Chanchaga Local Governmenth .
..Education Authonty, Minna: and the;. State' ,,-i: g';;

» Universal Basic Education, Board: using First .
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i School, : Leaving ;. Certificate i Examinatiop
,«nResults, in  English ;Language, 2000-2002,

WAEC and NECO Rebulls 2005-2007 g5
, shown on tables below indicated that students

,,.performance - Was, POOL:
i.-observediythat if this problem of poor
performance is not checked right from the

school whrch is the foundatlon

It was fu[ther

) ’vs;hlch ail other lqvels of educatlon are bullt
will, lead. to ppor..tum out of graduates ,who
.. cannot it into.the, ngerlan soc1ety

o afrg

" 2002
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B T 000 e o e 290 s oo g T
SCHOOLS No & % Pass 'No&%Fall' -No&%Pass“' {No'& % Fail ‘| No'& % Pass ' | No & % Faili
BB Pry. Sch.Minna [ 123(28%) | 311(72%) | 163(36%) 204(64%) | 126(37%) | 215(63%) ,
Madakl Pry.Sch.Minna. |33 (34%) [ 60(66%): | 41 (34%),; [-29(66%) .{.34(38%) 1. .| 85 (62%)
Dr. Faruk Pry. SchMinna | 58 (29%) 142 (71%) 89(36%)'"“‘)'4’“145’(64%)"" 29(20%) | 113(80%)%F |
Timawa Pry, Soh. Minna TE 243 (eé% 73 (26%) |20 ('5'4%) 81 %) 26qa§5§)f |
- Source: Chanchaga Local Govemment Educatuon Authonty Minna, NigerState,r,, e el sl
g Flaite oo Guoondy el mogotoni Gne gt | e
”Tablez Students WAEC Results in English Language (2005-2007) v 1.0 f'f ‘ .
2005 ., PUEIS 2008¢ i iyiivs 2 rhone ;42007“= SRUTGESEHE: | |
-SCHOOLS No&%Pass 'f No‘& % Fail No&%Passu No&%Fau -No & % Pass ' No&%Pass
‘_[-'llll-.t_op Model Sch. Minna | 19 (16.5%) REEEED) 33(25%) 91(35%) o '.,?‘;_(1--9?"’)., 70 (981%)
(GSS Minna 0(0%) - . .| 286(100%) | 101 (332) oo 199 (763) ,. 5(13%) . '301 (987)rl
DSS Minna 0(0%) -~ | 297 (100%) | 0(0%): -7 1372(100%)::7 ,-.o(o%)_ T ;375(100%).
Army DSS Sch Minna 402%)  T[204088% [2002%) | 26 (99.8%) [ 0(0%) 201 (100%)

Source: Niger State Ministry of Educatron Department of Schools ,and Educatlonal Servrces

) i h \:la vy

Table 3: Students NECO Results in Engllsh L&nguage (2005_2 00 7) ARG e et x‘
. - ¢ VIR
et e T AR 2 mael e ‘o]ir' IEL 2007 i ..n',e:';'{".:;
scHOOLS : No&% Pass No&%Fall.- No & % Pass 1, ‘NO%Fall- o TNo & % Fass o O’Eﬁ.l—”/
Hill-Top Model Sch.Mione 1.3(1'1.1.%) 1105 (88.9%) 12(9. 2%)' u., .120 (90 8%) '6(2 o 199@7_-57’—)/
GSS M 11(6.2%) | 243 (94,87 .| ol
DSSWme | @OTR | GTEZ | 802K, oo (gg.a%) ™ '«10(1 3;/0)' '700‘(977?6)/
Ay DS 6eh Mnna | 10T | 409 @8 9%] 14(27%) CT ;446'(9730/),,‘ o - ‘BBW
0
Sourcc Niger State Mlmstry of B Educatlon, Department of Se e

f Schools and Educauonal SemceS

1 u.q tial 09pd1tloQ§, ,for human welfare, i’ js
it.ncn i ’d?‘p erped how knowle lge oS

. Technology is generally regmded as
apphed science, entarls creatron of methods

,E teChﬂlquess I_'mz‘iterlals goods as well as
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environment Serve man- better (Connell
11982). Educational Technology. ' can - b;
wviewed in two broad ways; firstly, it can be
_seen as the ‘application -of : communication

',:engineeﬁllg ‘sciences involving the use: of -a
Ivariety of resources, such as media devices,
‘electronic 1nf(?nna.tlon' carriers, - projections
r'anq an.lphﬁcauon in ‘instructional : processes.
‘This view regards educational technology as
tool technology mainly hardware. equipment
-and related materials. Secondly, educational
-..technology is viewed as a systematic way of
-analyzing . - educational :*'and ‘'learning
“problems, synthesizing and evaluating logical
.solution - strategies ' within:- the prevailing
.t circumstance in the environment or.society at
large. - Ogunranti, (1982) defined Educational
technology: as a principle and method: which
brings together man and.nresources.in;ia
systematic  bid to effectively resolve
educational problems.
. Educational Technology therefore can be
-seen-as'a field of study which has evolved:an
- integrated - method - of : planning; ::designing,
‘implementing ' -and ‘evaluating. the - total
processes’ and ‘problems : of instruétions.: The
 main:. concern -of edicational technology: is
~human: :competence «and " -eﬂ'ec_twe
( performance. It is a discipline that .provides
-an - avenue. fori:continuous’: educational,

prorroniiagen’ Y

+scientific and technological researc(lil 'a?tlwtle:
i o e . . . [ . - :cros
ue izing'i |innovation ;and i
o . the use:. of

_‘ siontion of: -ideas: .. It foster _
ifertilization ion. technology

-recent::and effective: informatl hnolo|
sininstructiohal ‘system,: improves the.,q}xah(t))tf‘
Lof teaching and learning, enhances training
.vocational and tec 1 totes s
~literacy and: provides -wrlfasw . f}?r:"ir::vui:;gﬁ
vlliteracy. ' It provides.:basw.forl e ‘prov.

; L . 1. trategy; effective
vof effective. mstxuctlonal s : ai)(’l Evorable

human -and ‘material 1eSOUrCESEEL L O ilg
slearning - environment that .cot%er word
‘optimum learning 'OUt'COI?I"?jI'II'? O
‘Educational Technology: " t t’he same:time
‘Increase the rate of learning & i0.on otfier
allows the teacher to us€ more
useful activities.

imedia borne. out-of the physical and

Engll;nh Il,'ang?lage As A prerequisite For Admission Into Nigerian Universities:
plications For manpower Development In Educational Technology
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s Ré-enforcesverbal and' visual - messages,
- studentsiwouldy-generally: find. it difficult. to
,understarid> abstract -ideas.  discussed 'by. the
" tedcher:(However;/if the abstract ideas are put
dininiform hofr:pictures  etc: students:. will
yunderstand them with-ease and they remained
_permanentiin their'memories.: - 7 "2
- Through the;use of media emphasis is:placed
«on-realistic léarning rather than rote learning.
‘Instructional -imaterials | motivate and arrest
.students attention;s student curiosity.- and
1consciousness increased thereby: providing
i sound-environment. for:realistic and enj oyable
oteaching-and learning atmosphere. ..~ i
hTerims|and concepts especially in the areas: of
;science arebest:illustrated through the use of
-instructional media. gt ot T
aggoloveb muluuirien b osee o rhize )
{:Students: Constriantsi-:in: Learning -of
vEnglish-Language:d 2tihits o oo
sil ILackgofvmodern-instructional: materials
chasybeén ridentified:: asione:: drawback iin
steaching andilearningofEnglish Language.
nOgunlaye;1(2000)> About 80% rof ‘teachers;in
({Nigeria "are mostly!using the: chalkboard and
' textbooks :method (traditional method):;. of
»teachingsinspite ofiithe’ impact: of:modern
stechnology ;com:ieducation~ globally.- Most
»schools:dornot:have modern-equipment-and
{imatetials for:teachingjand-learning,.the few -
2schools: that chave Jare unable:ito ;use: thém
veffectively asaresult of errafic power.supply

‘tanduinability, of ! somesiteachers to:i operate

,some.ofithese.equipmenti’however, one: of ithe
ninajor:problem facedby:: students.;with rthe
sitraditional: miethod is inability: of students:to
J;remembéf whathas:béen learnt resulting from
»passiveness during:instruction, Itis perceived
»thatiwhen modern instructional ‘materials such
sasccomputers:are-used, they: reduce boredom
forgetfulness and allow students to partidipate,
actively during instruction. It is also believed
1that-lack of modern;and up-to date'method of
teaching contributes:ito; poor performance:in
oEnglish ‘Language: teaching::'and .:learning
1 A@ébaY?;z (2008) :stated.ithat: the: selection 'bi‘
»appropriate:iandd mostoeffective ~method:.of
»teachinguand:learning!is:tvery' crucial to:the
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success of the learners because 1eachm.8
methods determine whether the teacher : 13
actually communicating ‘with the’ learners. or
not. Absence of quality education and lack of
 certificated and - experienced ‘English
' Language ‘teachers is a Ssource .of - great
concern to our country (Nigeria). Seminars,
. workshops, - conferences  and ' in-service
programs for teachers of English Language in
| our schools are no longer'there, government
' does not show much concern’to education
~sector, teachers’ "are not motivated ~-or
-..promoted promptly ‘asat when due.: Until
such challenges are urgentlyaaddressed ‘we
will stand a better chance forqualified
'teachers and indeed quality education: as-a
way forward to learning of English Language.
It is also important for curriculum developers
'to take into consideration: the needs and
aspiration of students bearing:in mind- their
 cultural background when'drawing-up a blue
cprint- or +program -of  English ‘Language
-activities. - Interference '-of - first :language
;i(mother tongue) contributes to some extent to
i problems i‘of - students - learning --of * English
' Language ' especially : in: the - .area’- of
sipronunciation of English Language: words
rand sentence structure - thereby - ‘affect the
| meaning ‘attached to. words.and' sentences
-including " students’  performances -and . until
nthe right  steps - are - taken: to :-address this
problem at the vearly *stages: of primary
_education as foundation- for other: levels iof
..education ‘or it ‘will- continue-to'affect:the
sproduction of  manpower: development:»in
~Nigeria 'as a- result. of 'inability: tor:credit
¢ English Language. - Gimson,(1991): stated
.that learners " age,* natural’ ability; +-his
.:motivation ‘and the need to which he'intends
to put the language to use-could-also bera

bogen weaf )

problem. 't TP FIY RO
) ' R L A T LCORT I PR TP
" Jmplications: for: Manpower :Development
-;in Eductional Technology. i1t v il
It is believed that if students’ SICOI‘CSI'in
: English Language improve as a result of thejr
- performances, ' it ‘means::that"more. :students

~would likely be admitted into' the universities

01

' v
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et Y
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| .Consequently,! Universities

CLasirapuirig b
niah, 4.

8 ras e BTN «_\.
SR ARV EHALIAR

Aot

U MU LSRR -
ttoread Educational Technology - courses
,.graduntesmbf)iEdu@aﬁoPal Technology’ whe
. ,willf;become»'.te'aChefS? .in. secondary S?hools; :
and work : in - Educationa|

suniversities,’
- resource »:ficentres and:..: also - contribute
_meaningfully ~in i-.the » - developmentiy: of

. instructional : materials:-and : devices : thereby
.boosting the manpower «developmentneeds in
,EdgcaﬁonaL;Technology in Nigeria. On the
. otheri: hand; - poor ¢ performances in. English
i Language would: limit or reduce the chances
: of large number of students getting admission
qinto,-,tertiary::institutions. of learning; thereby °
saffecting/li the; production - of potential
ascientists, ' teachers, media - experts:.tand
~educational technologists as a result of lack of
irequiredgrade in English Language at either
WAEC::or¢NECO ilevels; which is-a«pre-

srequisite for-admission:i i i o gl

R AEPIIFU CIRTIR RO

Conclusion RRORIEART R
+} 1125 »In"-order; that rstudents: overcome the
s;problém of deficiency'in: English Language a3
aiipre-requisites for; admission « into 'Nigerian

LR

el e
AU

" {uiniversities;:/sthe:t:: paper - recommendsiethat *
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wurgent:solid-foundation be built at the primary
~and;secondary:ischool: levels . of Education
+through constant use of instructional mediain
wlschools; 1thiszwillimake. teaching ' of English
ILanguage:; moreininteresting: and ; effective.
:?Lang.uagé'f laboratories | or istudio: should<be
'?..prowdeduby ministries:i-of Educatiom;mnd
l eguippcdi‘r with ovarious - instructional:imedi2
'-:ialdsw.f()r:: practicalilearning: of ‘the. Languag®:
+Qualified and(experienced' English Languag®
Iteachers' should rbe:, employed and train®
»throughu periodic: t::workshops * seminars,
sconferences and: <in-service. pro’gramlll‘””""to
f’kFeP :-‘_:‘if.;them i) abreast:a: with. - the; i 18test
::sgll]ung}og_l@?}hdevelopmentz in education.!
ENi “certainly: boost-admission rate into:th
'raltg?namUmversitieSz thereby. increaSing"the
cIatey of';ae}(pert graduates panicularly:iin}".t‘he
mf’l'?a' Df: educational ; technology and DY
.,m?phcatlon;'enhapcmg,the manpowerD '
1this AT ey mpp af e en 4 R
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