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bstract : of print sources in Nigeria. The research
A The study ma_de a survey of plracyarct?er designed a self styled instl‘l]mw
social survey- 11€ ire” (PRINQ). The instrument was giv"
oderation and validation. It was then v
to experienced aca(lzr:\lzci:co;;e;galiihe instrument would adequately measure what i
the researcher W:sre The data obtained from the re§pondents were analyzed with
p_llrportst::- nt]i:l too'ls such as frequency and percentll.es. It was c!lscovered among
mmple;_ 15 that book piracy has attained an enderI}IC, pandemic anq WorTisome
S i tudents of higher institutions in Nigeria and most especially among
stage among S niversity of Technology, Minna. The study conclude

book policy should be enacted in Nigeria wi .

design used was SO
tagged “Piracy ra _

new intakes at the Federal Univ
by recommending that appro?rlate
view to stemming the piracy tide. 3

Introduction o 3
=g Oxford advanced learner's dictionary (2006) defines ‘insidious’ a

something that is spreading gradually without being noticed but causing seriou

harm. It as well defines termite’ as an insect that lives in organized groups, th
causes a lot of damage by eating the wood of trees.

From this dictionary perspectivi
pirate and piracy activities will be concisely defined as insidious economic termit
that cause serious, devastating and irreparable damage and setback to U
economic fabric of a nation. This is because piracy has the propensity of subf
destroying the economic fortress and stronghold of a nation like Ni eria. e
. : _ gho gena.;
Piracy put succinctly, is a theft of intellectual property. Itisa
disincentive to productivity. The phenomenon of piracy with its vandalizing ¢l
is not limited to Nigeria; it is global in dimension. Piracy strips and robs the s
owners gf the moral and economic benefits of their creative works.
revenue in form of taxes that are accruable to the government is also lost thre
nefarious  activities of pirates. No right thinking authors or publishers
d}fllgged in producing more and engaging in more intellectual and ve
t - -
taliz theo;z ;hat tl.le;)e are some people somewhere who can just pirate
nomic benefits that should have accrued to them. Rather
more, authors and publishers of books would rath Id t
it oanlid deid ] er prefer to fold:
nsolidate on their gains than merely dissipati s
= - , issipating their
igerian Library Association, Borno State Chapter, 2008 >
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Piracy of Print Sources in Nigeria

activities.

Piracy has the tendency of plunging a nation into intellectual
backwardness because of its counter-productive propensities. It can retard the
progress of any nation. Piracy can turn a nation that is supposed to be in the
forefront among the committee of nations into the last position. Okwilagwe (2001)
3 opines that copyright violation is tantamount to a vicious attack on a nation's ship
3 in the high seas of development. Tke (2004) and Lakin (2007) observed that

Nigeria has a well-articulated copyright law administered by the Nigeria
Copyright Commission. However, copyright enforcement leaves room for
improvement resulting in high incidence of book, music, and software piracy.
Mogaji (2006) was able to strike a connecting line between copyright
protection and national investment. Mogaji as quoted by WIPO magazine argued
that there is a connection between good copyright protection, enforcement and
altracting people to come back home(Nigeria). He opined that if copyright
protection is administered properly, the right holders would get enough money and
new industry would be generated in Nigeria. Lawal Solarin (2005) while
throwing more light on Mogaji's assertion stated that the socio-economic principle
that copyright protection encourages individual effort and invariably enriches the
society is the guiding principle behind the enactment and enforcement of
copyright laws by many nations.

Gurnsey (1995), Lawal-Solarin (2005) and Babalola (2006) agree that
piracy is still thriving today either in form‘ of photocopying of textbooks in the
Universities or outright printing of educational books because.of th{: dr;fartl.l of
textbooks and excessive demand and due to expansion of eQucatlc.)nal institutions
in Nigeria. Newswatch (2005) while quoting Adetula describes piracy as a crime
which is akin to any other forms of crime. : S

Since copyright infringement is a crime, copyright infringement cases ar;
usually dealt with in civil lawsuits a pre-emptive measure against further an

future violation of copyright. The court may also order the destruction t_)f infringed
copies, reimbursement for any financial Ioss_suffered l?y the copyngl;t owr.;;r,
transfer of profits made from the sale of infringed copies, payment of speci ltC
damages and criminal penalties which include fines and possible imprisonment.

Schechter, 2006
; Gur}lsey ()l 995) describes copyright theft as an abuse that l}a; betcgrlm:;:»g
established so much that part of our society gnd Sherptigs fm il irate
educational structure now depend on it. He explains fur_'thcr that for e:ively fation
there are literally thousands of users who, out of g]:eed, |gr!or§nf:: 0; ;;%ecreate
e prepared to buy material they know is illegal. Itis these mdw:j s ht theft
- the market; but it is too trite to say that if their attitude changed copyrig
110
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would vanish. _ , :
wall (1993) opines that without protection for copyright, g

copying regarded by right owners as theftoreven piracy would rife. thorizeq -

Okwilagwe (2001) remarks that various forms of piracy take "
Nigeria. Nothing that is reproducablg is spargd; records, radio-cassettes ::; n 3
tapes and all paper—based printed materials are pnrated,_ » Videg

Okwilagwe (2006) reveals that it is possible to discuss pirac 3
intellectual robbery in the light of Article 27 of the United Nations DeClaratigna: k
Human Rights with much justification. It is copyright law that gives meanino :
attention, emphasis and visibility to piracy as a criminal act in all the nations ofﬂ:‘; :
world. While citing Thomas he further identified three forms of piracy: 1

® illegal reproduction of books for sale by book sellers and traders

® Photocopy of printed material forsale

® Unauthorized translation of copyright materials for commercial purposes.
He went further to identify the nature of book piracy thus:

® The pirate never publishes a new book, he does nothing whatsoever to ,'
encourage local creativity rather he destroys it.

® The pirate pays noroyalties to the author, the illustrator, the translator, or to the 1
composer, arranger, lyric, writer or performer, or pays to any of the other
creative people who have contributed to the original work. 1

® In the case of books, the quality of the pirated edition is often very poor.
However, with the use of ICTs, pirated copies compared favourably with
original copies. :

® The pirate makes no payment to the original publisher or to the record or film -
producer, so that in the case of a local production, the economic base of the-
local publisher or producer is eroded and his capacity to support locala{
creativity is reduced. 1

® In the case of books, pirates will concentrate on works W
fiction are the current best sellers, in the educational field are ac
textbooks of authority, because such works need no promotion- < ol

Okwilagwe (2001), Ike (2004) and Lawal-Solarin (2005) opined that ther® el

adequate and appropriate book policy in Nigeria. Lawal-Solari y
that if Africa does not develop its own books to meet local needs, Ma% i will
disseminate correct information about its scientific, social and cu irural life, leles&
not only kill local initiatives, it will render the products of local research Us 1
€xaggerate assumptions and falsehood about Africa.
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From the afore-mentioned literature searches, piracy can be aptly
d without mincing words as an “insidious economic termite”. It is counter

describe ;
‘ productive. It has the propensity of retarding the socio-economic and political
development of any nation, Nigeria inclusive, piracy can stifle and cripple the

Economic fabric of any nation.
termite cleverly and subtly wreck to devastating damages to

As physical :
magnificent infrastructure so as intellectual pirates .The devastating ,Vandalizing
,paralyzing and the irreparable damaging activities of copyright pirates may be

ly ,secretly ,subtly and unnoticed in the economy ,but its

going an clever
tive consequences on the scientific and political fabric of any

reverberating nega .
nation, Nigeria inclusive. Piracy can stifle and cripple the economic fabric of any

nation.

As physical termites cleverly and subtly wreck devastating damages to
magnificent infrastructure so are intellectual pirates. The devastating, vandalizing
jparalyzing and the irreparable damaging activities of copyright pirates may be

going on cleverly, secretly, subtly and unnoticed in the economy, but its

reverberating negative consequences on the socio-economic, cultural ,scientific
and political fabric of any nation Ni geria inclusive are grave.

Piracy is a crime against humanity It is a punishable offence and crime
against the good and the advancement of the nation where such nefarious activities
are being perpetrated. It has whimsy propensities of weakening discouragement in
the minds of imaginative and innovative productive hands, discouraging
intelligentsia and pouring cold water of thinkers thereby plunging the socio-

" economic activities of a nation unwittingly into a standstill, retrogression and
. backwardness through its harsh but subtle incursion.

Copyright abuse, theft of intellectual property, copyright infringement or
piracy takes different forms and shades in Nigeria. There is electronic piracy in
which unauthorized software, cassettes and other vital information are copied and
duplicated. Piracy of print resources is also rampant in Nigeria. This paper focuses

on the latter form of piracy a case study of Federal University of Technology,
~ Minna. The choice of Federal University of Technology, Minna is not accidental.
The Federal University of Technology, Minna like any other higher institutions of
|eaplpg in Nigeria is a citadel of intellectualism where all forms of piracy may be
1 th"‘_flng. Moreover, as an academic institution, majority of researches that are
~ carried out are done through the print resources.
 The researcher designed a self-styled instrument tagged “Piracy rate in
Nigeria questionnaire” (PRINQ) copies of which after thorough validation were

administered to the sampled students of the institution.
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Statement of the problem
Piracy 1S 2 robbery

killing creative minds, stiﬂing and cr| n :
effect of retarding the socio-economic and political development of a natioverd
0 like

Nigeria. The Nigerian Copyright Commission with its combatant arm, Nigerjan'
Anti-piracy Commission APAC) has been assn_duously and relentlessly fightin ﬁ
the pirates with a view of if not completel)_/ stopping the notorious activities of thE
it would at least curb their activities 1o the barest level. But jt i |
ote that the activities of the pirates have been on the inc’l_e'as;s"‘
The question is what else could have been dope e_ither by the government. thc; '
public, the law enforcement agencies, and the N igerian Copyright Commissionto
stop the menace and the notoriety of the pirates in N igeria that have not been done,

of intellectual property with its devastating
Slaling ¢

d crippling the national economy with th flect of |
. e

pirates;
disheartening to 0

Objectives of the study : |
The main objective of this study is to survey and know the rate of piracy of
c objectives are the following: - .

print sources in Nigeria. The specifi
@ To determine the degree 10 which students use pirated books and other print 1
information resources. :

® To determine the extent to which piracy of books and other print
information resources are pronounced among students of certain level.

® To determine the degree to which cop
activities of pirates
@ To determine the extent to which students are aware of copyright

yright owners incur losses due to the

legislation.
Research quegtions :
The following research questions have been raised in the cours¢ of this
research. - ‘
| To what degree do students use pirated books and other print information
resources? 1
tces arc

t information resou

2. To what extent is piracy of books and other prin
ivities of

- pronounced among students of certain level?

. To what degree do copyright owners incur losses due to the act
pirates? '

4. Towhatextentare students aware of copyright le gislation?
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Scope and limitation of the Study

Though piracy cutacross all zoneg of this coy

. . . ntry, N eri

the economic fabric of the nation, the study s limitedgtor lti:r}l?d gas caten deep iy
Technology, Minna, Niger State edera] University of
Significance of the study

The study is significant for the followin

greasons: -
® Itwill goalong way to make b

re the insidioy
and the need for concerted effort in a big

S activities of pirates in Nigeria
these unscrupulous individuals and groups j

to curb the nefarioyg activities of
nthe country

Y pirates €ngage in their
cal and material

® It will open more challenges for the Nigerian copyright commission and how
toemploy new and potent methods to combat the challenges.

® This study will serve as literature for anyone who wants to embark on
researches along this direction_

® Itwill show the reasons wh

evil work
solution to their psychologi and the probable

frustration.

Methodclogy

Sampling and sampling procedure
The research design used was a so
| instrument tagged “piracy rate
. administered randomly to student
ratio of 1:26 (thatis a copy ofthe qu

cial survey. A total of 500 copies of the
in Nigeria questionnaire” (PRINQ) were

population of around 13,000 which yields a
estionnaire to 26 students)

Validity of the instrument:

The instrument tagged “piracy rate in Nigeria questionnaire” was used
for this research. It was given to experience and seasoned senior colleagues for
moderation .It was then that the researcher was convinced that the instrument
Would adequately measure what it purports to measure.

Presentation and analysis of data

Data presentation PP the
Out of the 500 copies of the questionnaire that were ag?gl?ﬁl;&;r"zd) t:)vere

Students at the Federal University of Tec!mology 2 Mlm;?i’onnaire are hereby

fetrieved. The data from the retrieved copies of the qu:tiles

Presented using simple statistics like frequencies and perce .

14
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{: Distribution of respondents by age.
el: —
N

Table 1: BRE———— e
€ ents
o ean” 25(7.2%)

/W 200(57.5%) - -l
//ﬁ/ 63(18.1%) .. |
/w 55(]5.89/6i
e 5 (1.4%)
o i
. 348 (100%)

f the respondents 1s noticeable at age b

le 1, the reponderance O £¢€ Dracket |
F?Wé’:“; fotal resEOndents of 200(57-5%) outof the 500 respondertis Age brackest
22 wi closely followed by age bracket 28 32 with 4 fota]

has 63 18.1%).This is rack
Egspcz)Zdee:lst ofgS( 15.8%).While age bracket 38 and above is nil.

. Distribution of respondents acc

ording to sex

Table 2
No of Respondents Percentage (%
190 54.6 |
158 45 .4
Total == 348 100

In table 2, the male respondents out of 348 are 190(54.6%) While the remaining : |

158 (45.4%) are female.

Table 3: Respondents and students level.
Students level No of respondents Percentage of respondents (%)
Remedial(Pre-degree) 160 4.6 A
100 10 2.9 e
200 10 2.9 il Rt ’
300 120 34.5
400 13 3.7 e
500 10 T Mt
Post Graduate 25 472//
Total

348 4&)//}
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In table 3, remedial students are (he highest reg ond -
160 (46%).This was followed by 300 leys] Sh};)demesnsimlt:?ttg}al Population of
120(34.5%) .100, 200 and 500 levels al) had 10 respondents eaoh Tespondents of
respondents came from post graduate leve] (school). o While 25 (7.2%)

Table 4  Use of pirated books by students

e ACE .
r No. of Percentage (%)

‘ —ospondents
Respondents tha use pirated books <) B
80

Respondents that do not use pirated books 55 158
\———\—M .
Total 348 100
L ——— i
From table 4, 293(84.2%) respondents use
do not use pirated books are 55(15.8%)).

Table S: Piracy and the students level

pirated books while the respondents that

Piracy Rate m
Students level

Remedial _T_\_SO_S_—'—
100 level 10 34

200 level 10 3.4

300 level 101 345
400 level 4 1.1

500 level 5 1.7

Post Graduate 15 5.4

Total 293 100

- From table 5, the incidence of piracy at Federal University of Technology, Minna is
. more pronounced among the remedial students than any other level. The number of
_ respondents that are involved in piracy at remedial level is 148(50.5%) respondents.
,This was closely followed by the 300 level students wit_h total respondents of
- 101(34.5%).The least respondents are from 400 level with a total of four 4)
- respondents.
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Table 6: Losses incurred due to piracy

Students Piracy rate | Average No. of items Average cost of | a
level pirated per annum items loes:a.ge
|ll(2||n‘d *«
i 3 P (¥)
Remedial 148 30 ] 000‘~ il
100 10 5 1250 3 5’0:0
200 10 10 800 80:000
300 101 25 1250 - 3,156,250 '31
400 4 7 1500 43,000 }1
500 5 6 2000 | conen '
Post Graduate 15 10 2500 T 375,000
Total 293 93 10300 8215750 |

Note: To get the average cost of loss incurred in table 8, multiply the item in ﬂw
column of rate of piracy with average item pirated per annum with the average cost o
item. For example, average cost of loss incurred through remedial students will be
148 x 30 x 100=4,440,000
In table 6, average number of items pirated per annum by the remedial studentsis30
while the average cost of such items is 1,000 naira which bring the average losses
incurred through piracy by remedial students to four million , four hundred and forty
thousand naira (4,440,000) . This was closely followed by the losses incurred through -
piracy by 300 level students .This is three million ,one hundred and fifty six thousand
two hundred and fifty naira (3,156.250) . The least losses due to piracy came from
400 level. The total losses incurred due to piracy by all the sampled 293 respondents
at the Federal University of Technology, Minna is eight million, two hundred and
fifteen thousand, seven hundred and fifty naira (8,215,750).

Table 7: Awar eness of copyright legislation o

No of respondent l_’ir’cfﬂt_aﬂ‘z’.)-/
Awareness of copyright 312 89.7
No awareness of copyright 36

03—
Total 348 4—1‘1(_)’0,/

e
In table 7, 312(89.7%) respondents area aware of copyright legislation
36(10.3%) respondents are not aware of it. :

"
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Table 8, Where, when, how and at what stage respondents are aware of copyright legislation.

W of Copyright Legislation No of Percentage
Respondents (%) 7

) Through the mass media-Radio, TV,News paper etc 204 65.4

) Secondary school 8 26 |

3) NCE/Polytechnic 40 12.8

4) As an undergraduate of the University 55 17.6

5) Other means 5 1.6

Total 312 100

It is crystal clear from table 8 that 204 (65.4%) respondents are not ignorant of
copyright legislation. The above group of respondents came across this legislation
through the mass media either in form of awareness campaigns on radio, television
or by reading magazines or national dailies. 55(17.6%) respondents came across
copyright legislation when they became undergraduates in the University. 40
(12.8%) respondents came in contact with copyright legislation when they were
student either at the colleges of education or Polytechnics. 8 (2.6%) respondents
came across the law right from secondary school while 5(1.6%) got to know about
copyright through other means that are not specified.

Discussion of findings
From the data presented in tables 4-8, it is obvious that piracy rate at the

Federal University of Technology, Minna and by extension higher institutions of
learning in Nigeria has reached a dangerous and destructive stage. There should be a

~ general outcry from Nigerians across all works of life that this destructive threat (to
the survival and sustainability of the national economy) must be crushed ruthlessly
without further delay and with all available machinery. If our country Nigeria will
survive and remain vibrant and self-sustaining as a nation, this economic termite
(piracy) that is capable of retarding the growth of the nation's economy must be
treated as a national rebel that deserves no iota of mercy.

This research was carried out in just one university in Nigeria and the
average cost of losses incurred due to piracy is around (N8,215,750) eight million,
two hundred and fifteen thousand ,seven hundred and fifty naira (table 8). The
question to be asked now is how many trillions of naira would have been lost to
piracy if this research is extended to all the higher institutions of learning in Nigeria
which Quadri (2007) has enumerated as 217, that is 131 universities, 41
polytechnics and 45 colleges of education. This list is exclusive qf newly
established private universities, polytechnics and private colleges of education.

118
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gher nstitutions of learning like schools of Agricyly,
e not included too. [fthose institutions that are excludeq re,
dary schools too, the amount of losses incurare
incalculable. In other words, tri”ionsrz(:«

Other subsidiary hi
nursing and defencea
added and if possible 10 add secon
due to piracy in Nigeria would appear

naira is being lost o copyright piracy annually. . |
[t must be added that this research does not include the academic staff that

are fully subsumed and submerged In research activiti;s in.higher institutions of
1d also be reiterated that even 1n the university where the research
of the student population was used. Ifall academic staff
sities, polytechnics and colleges) in Nigeria were
n all the higher institutions of learning were to be
es that are incurred due to piracy in Nigeria

learning. It shou
was conducted, sample
in all higher institutions (univer
to be included and all students 1
included, one can conclude that the loss

is colossal, damaging, demoralizing and worrisome.
If all avenues to piracy can be successfully blocked or drastically reduced

to the barest level, the huge revenue that is lost to piracy can be used for economic
re-engineering. 1If copyright holders are sure or assured that their creative works
would be protected from fraudulent people, they would be encouraged to work
harder, produce more, thereby strengthening the economy of the country. The
fight against piracy should be the collective responsibility of all; in the overall

interest of the nation.

The fact that majority of the resp
forbids piracy and at the same time engage int
unconnected with the economic frustration w
subjected to over the years and partly due to deman
occasions usually outstrip supply (OkWilagwe, 2001).

This economic frustration may also have
compopndgd by the absence of a virile, reliable, efficient and appro
policy in Nigeria (Okwilagwe, 2001, Ike, 2004 and Lawal Solarin, 2005)-

[t is not out pf place to reiterate that pirates are economic vandals and
saboteurs. Piracy is insidious to the economic survival of any nation,
Nigeria inclusive. No effort should be spared in the annihilation of pirates
and piracy activities in Nigeria.
must ha\l/teschc?l:ltlr(iibt:ie??: ctlht'oo tl;)at e undus emphasis on certificates n NI
more premium and recogniltsicfr‘lJ tgersw.e activity (piracy). Since Niger
will want to get those certificates thiel‘tlﬁcates = aeev upng!ltnes i
reproduction of the work of others i s o mCh'Jdl
o i ers in form of photocopying. Also, sinc 3
unscrupulous individual o Sieich not minding the source of their afies 5
iduals would : . ean
not mind to get rich quickly through an¥

ondents are aware of the legislation that
his nefarious activities may not be
hich many Nigerians have been
d for books that on most

been orchestrated and
priate book |

geria
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ing piracy. _ :
i”C'Ud'ngfnhefmore’ the findings of this research j

assertion of some armchair invest.igators that
them this research, it is evident that Nigerians are
g;)which they are reading vary from place to pla
individual ~ to another. While some read si
certificates, others read to get specific informa
research, some people read for pleasure.

consult as information resourceg vary from
some people would always prefer to buy bo

ave gonea long way to discard
Nigeria has no reading culture.
reading. However, the purposes
€€, group to group and from one
mply because they want to get
tion. Others read to embark on
Moreover, what Nigerians read and
One person to another person. While

oks and other print resources from the

Boys and girls, men and women are dee

institu.tions of learning. In addition, while it is true that book is not the only
copyrighted items that are pirated in higher institutions of learning in Nigeria,

» Cassettes, magazines, software etc are equally pirated.

gone outon “paperless society”,
libraries” books are stil] being largely consulted for research purposes either due to
their durability or visibility. In fact, when some vital information is off-loaded
from internet, they would still be subjected to print medium.

Moreover, book piracy is predominant among the remedial and three
hundred level students at the Federal University of Technology, Minna. This trend
was drastically reduced as students get to 100 and 200. The students' inclination
towards piracy at remedial level may not be unconnected with the need for them to
get themselves established as bonafide members of the university communities.
Once, this fear is overcomed, the students become relaxed. The volume of

research at the post-graduate level may have been responsible for a sudden rise in

piracy at this level of study. LBE o

Majority of the respondents are aware of the law that tqrblds piracy. Mgny of the

respondents got this information from the mass media (radio, television, daily
Papers etc) Others got to know about this law when' they were in secondary schools
» colleges of education, polytechnics while some just lea}mt pf it [.)r'actlcall_y from
the society. This is an attestation to the fact that Nnge.rla.n citizenry is well
informed about the act of piracy. But, the crude and unpatriotic practices of m;;lny
Nigerians are completely at variance with what they know. In other l:vord]s, (riat :
than profiting the society with their knowledge, they are using that knowledge
the detriment of the overall good of their fatherland.

virtual libraries”, *electronic
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ings :
SummaTrl{eosi‘x’g;']rs of the findings of this research are outlined beloy. .

e, d adangerous and alarming
. rate in Nigeria has assume : ng state,
8; "[;lhr?scgconomic termite (pirate) must be fought withall availapje reg

dwherewithaltoa stand still = .
flTr;le fight against piracy must be a joint and collective responsibiliy ¥

3) L
citizens. : .
4) The losses due to piracy in

and worrisome :
Economic development and revival

Nigeria is unimaginable, incalculable, Colosgg]

would be rapid if all avenues t,

Q) intellectual piracy can be blocked as Nigerian government has begy
blocking the activities of oil pirgtes. : .

(6) Undue emphasis and recognition of. certificates and riches may haye
contributed indirectly to activities of pirates.

(7) Absence of appropriate and virile book policy may also have contributed

to the notorious activities of pirates.
(8) Nigeria has a reading culture irrespective of what people read and why

they read
9) Piracy is not gender sensitive
(10)  Books are still being massively consulted in Nigerian citadels of learning

despite the calls for “paperless society” or “libraries without walls”.
(11)  Nigerians are well informed about copyright legislation but their practices
are anti-thetical to what they profess to know.

Conclusion
Thg fol!owing conclusion was reached from this study. Firstly, students from the
university that were used for this research, use pirated books at a grea and
alarming rate. While it is true that students still pirate other items like cassefle
films, magazines, softwares etc., the resources that suffer most in the hands of
pirates is still books especially textbooks. The incidence of piracy is pronouﬂce‘i
atm((i)ng remedial and 300 level students. This situation is drastically reduced 3
§nllle ellltesnget t0100and 200 levels. There was an upsurge in this crime at 300 leveé
= I[i)ttle ?I?;::;“ quPPed sharply at 400 and 500 levels of study. Howevek, ”.';ES
S i S¢ In piracy level at Postgraduate level. Moreover, it 1S oby
= IS research that owners and hold £ Sk losses running to
rillions of naira annual] i Nicie: ers of copyright incur 1053 f pirates
However, majority of the:t d £:fla due 10 fhe nefariousadli e :

udents are aware of copyright legislation.
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' Contributions to knowledge

t This study has gone a long way to unmask, de-mystify and unravel a
| subtle and silent killer of a vibrant economy. This killer is piracy. As there are

[ national campaigns against AIDS, there should be national campaigns against the

i stealing of intellectual properties.

i\{ This study has been able to unmask a national enemy, a national rebel that
; should be ruthlessly dealt with. Since piracy can plung the country back into the
i era of intellectual darkness, backwardness and retardation, it must  be given
utmost attention and priority by all tiers of government in Nigeria. As the
president, Musa Yar'Adua recently noted that the power and energy sector Is at an
L alarming and emergency state, this study has gone a long way to reveal that this
silent destroyerof thenation's economy should be put on ared alert too.

Y (Ahmed, 2008)

i Recommendations
In the light of this study, the following recommendations are made
I The Federal Government, through the Minister of Education should pass a
memorandum to the National Assembly on appropriate book policy in
Nigeria. Once, such memorandum is passed into law, it becomes an edict.
Such edict amongst other things would address the problems of book
scarcity; hunger for books, and at the same time strike a balance between
demand and supply of books. Such national book policy will help to
stimulate publishing houses to publish enough books at moderate prices to
meet the ever-increasing demands of the Nigerian academics.
Apart from formulating a national book policy, the governments at alltiers
‘ should give priority to drastically reducing tariffs on print resources. This
’ will ensure the productions of quality books and also books at moderate
prices. Ifbooksare produced at moderate prices, an individual who wants
to photocopy a textbook that costs one thousand naira for example and who
will spend around 650 naira before photocopying such text would think
twice before embarking on such venture. Ifprices of books are moderate
and within the reach of common man, no human being would want to leave
original book for pirated copy. Even, the pirates would be forced to pack
Up as their business becomes less lucrative.
ii. Pirates henceforth should be treated as economic fugitives. This will serve
as deterrent to others who may want to indulge in this business.
iii. Courses like citizenship education that will inculcate the spirit of
patriotism in the citizens should be made compulsory in all our higher
institutions of learning. Moreover, rather than emphasizing certificate in

-2, -
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Nigeria, Nigerians should now begin to elpp}1a>‘l£}’_ﬂ‘nohi& UPrightnegg

good character, patriotism and denmeagour in the citizenry €Specia]ly jr;

the young ones who are the leaders of '[omon:o\\: l!_nellccma] Drt\pém
laws should be made a core course in all higher institutions in N igeria.

iv. Asenlightenment campaign is going on on AIDS, constant cniightenmem

campaigns on issues that involve intelleauqi Property shoulq pe
organized from time to time. Different media of communicatiop ¢an be
used for such public enlightenment. Such enlightenment will help to
educate the students, the school leavers, the young and the o]d about
issues that are connected with inteilectual property in Nigeria.

V. The government should as a matter of urgency address the problem of
unemployment in Nigeria. Industries should be created where people can
work and earn a living, It is possible that most of the pirates were drafted
into such unwholesome business due to lack of job. Higher institutions of
learning should also mount courses such as entrepreneurship skills
acquisition that will enhance self-sustenance for students. This will make
students to be less dependent on government jobs.

vVi. As anti-piracy squads are constantly attacking oil pirates, anti-piracy
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