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The digital collection include: -

Journal, e-thesis, e-books, and
databases, respectively. Digital
materials are easily made visible
and a pedestal of information
access requisite for research
output. The quest for digital ma-
terials could also be attributed
to its ease of use, support for
technological inclusion, popu-
larity among scholars and pub-
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support active participation of
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versity Libraries in Northern
Nigeria?

. What are the research outputs
of the ICT librarians and lec-
turers based on their usage of
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Methodology

Descriptive survey design was
used and the population
consisted of 12,691 respondents,
with a breakdown of 161 ICT
librarians and 12,530 lecturers
in 22 Federal Universities in
Northern Nigeria. Multi-stage
sampling method was used.
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Universities in Northern Nigeria.
The objectives 1 and 2 were gie-
signed in the questionnaire
items to elicit responses from
ICT librarians on the preserva-
tion methods and activities un-
dertaken for continuous and li-
mitlessaccessibility to digital
materials respectively. Objective
3 was to investigate the research
productivity of |ICT librarians
and lecturers using digital
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18eria, 368 (84.6%) were duly
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SD n FX ¥ st )
1 Decision
16 65 163 251 0.01 Accepted
16 65 164 2.52 0.02 Accepted
11 65 180 2.77 0.27 Accepted
5 65 206 3.17 0.67 Accepted
16. 65 166, 2.55 0.05 Accepted
12 65 177 2.72 0.22 Accepted
15 65 165 2.54 0.04 Accepted
: 2.71 0.21
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ries in Northern Nigeria vylth the
highest mean observe_d in item
4.  Digitization A =3y,
$p=0.67), followed by [tem 3i
Technology preservation (X

=277, SD=0.27), ltem 6: Infor-
mation Migration (Normaliza-
tion) (X =2.72, SD=0.22), Item 5:
Information Emulation(X =2.55,
SD=0.05), ltem 7:Replication (¥

=2.54, SD=0.04),Item
2:Refreshing (£ =2.52, SD=0.02),
and the least is Item 1: Encap-
sulation (¥ =2.51, SD=0.01). The
weighted mean is 2.71 indicating
that the preservation methods
were adopted in all the study
university libraries for conti-
nuous access to digital materials
to support users’ researches and
resgarch output. However digiti-
zation was considered as the
most used preservation method.
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Research guestion 2: Wha

the activities that are adopte,
for continuous and limitlesc
accessibility of digital materi.
als of federal universities iy
Northern Nigeria?

To ascertain the activities under-
taken to ensure long term acces-
sibility of digital materials in the
selected federal universities in
response to the second specific
objective of the study, a number
of items were assessed. The opi-
nions of the ICT librarians on the
items in relation to the research
question “What are theactivities
adoptedfor  continuous  and
limitless accessibility of digital
materials of federal university
libraries in Northern Nigeria?”
The decision was based on a cri-

terion mean of 2.50. The data
were presented in Table 3.
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Magazine/newspaper articles (%
=2.58, SD=0.08) and the list is
Item 6: Lecture notes (¥ =2.57,

SD=0.07). The weighted mean is
3.00. Journal articles tend to
have mean score higher than
other research output because
journals convey current and
reliable information which are
mostly empirical works.
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Research question 2. What are

and. ity o €O
bility to digital macerap
the Federa| Uni E?l‘.lals O_f
) niversities Li-
braries in Northern Nigeria?
T.h_e'smdy revealed that the ac-
tivities undertaken for conti-
nNuous and limitless accessibility
of digital materials of federal
universities libraries in North-
ern Nigeria was the use of digital
preservation software, The ag-
gregate mean score of the table
clearly revealed that all the ac-
tivities were practised in the se-
lected university libraries at al-
most the same rate as indicated
by the observed standard devia-
tions for the preservation of
digital materials in the selected
university libraries. The study
revealed that digital preserva-
tion software has the activity
with the highest mean score.
This findings tally with that of
Saka (2013) who reported tha.tll)
space software was used tp dlgl.-
tize theses/dissertations in Uni-

versities in Nigeria.
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Result of the study showed that
the impact of the useof dlgltal.
materials on research output of
the ICT librarians and lecturers
in conventional and specialized
universities is most reflected in
the number of journal articles
published, books and conference
papers. This is because they are
the most consulted materials by
users of the library. The finding
agree’s with those of Akinde and
Nse (2011) and Ugwuona and
Dike (2015) respectively. Akinde
and Nse, (2011) reported that
journals were the publishing
media or outlet of librarians in
Imo State, Nigeria. The finding
agrees with Ugwuona and Dike
(2015) as the authors reported
that researchers were produc-
tive in publishing while the
highest productivity indicator
was discovered in the peer re-
viewed journal articles.

Summary of Major Findings

The major findings from the
study are summarized below:

L. Digitization was considered
as the major and popular me-

tl}oq adopted to preserve
digital materials in the gyp.

veyed Universitjes in North-
ern Nigeria

Volume 3 Number » (Decembe, 2018)
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2. Activities undertaken f
tinuous and limitless accq
bility of digital materials
federal universities librari
in Northern Nigeria were the
use of digital preservati
software, managerial
mitment, staff training and
policy modification
digital preservation software
was the most used activity.

com-

though

3. Research output on which the
preserved digital materials
impact positive influence was
journal articles.

Conclusion

The study has established that
with the adoption of digitization
as the major method of
preserving digital materials in
the studied university libraries,
it shows that they are moving
towards building institutional
digital repositories of
collections. On the other hand,
digital preservation software has
been widely used and accepted
§0ftware in building repositories
Inuniversity libraries collection.
How.ever, both print and elec-
tronic journalarticlesserve as the

n.ledhlum for reporting research
findings,
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- Recommendations - ;
Will be rendered
B | obsolete. The
¢ The following recommendations quality ang

Akl lifespan of the
eXisting  preservation soft-
ware can be maintained.

“are put forward:
1. Digitization is a tedious job.
~ As such library staff members

should not only be motivateq ' ili};lojll?j”);lqo bcommumcatm.n
but also undergo more texthook : e r.eﬂected in
BRAES <0 as to be Siliipped DOOKS,  conference pro-
B Q‘E)i”q ceedings etcetera. This is be-
B o the job SKIlls ;ause, as researches are con-
: ucted, they need to be re-
. Digital preservation software ported in various outlets, pub-
should from time-to-time he lish in textbooks, journals or
re-activated by the university present the research findings
libraries. As new software are at conferences and publish in
manufactured, the old ones proceedings.
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