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Abstract

According to the United Nations organization for Education, Science and culture (UNESCO), Nigeria is one

f the leading African countries in human trafficking, Towards the end of the twentieth century, human
traffickers engaged in this crime for the purposes of supplying persons for prostitution, begging, domestic
servitude and other sundry under-paid and exploited labour. But 2 new dimension to human trafficking
reated its ugly head in the 215t century. Young women and gitls are recruited into “baby factories” under false
pretext that they would be given jobs or safe abortions, Thus, they are confined to the so-called baby factories
and forced to give birth for sale. Some of the victims are Impregnated by men specifically employed for such
purposes. The babies ate then sold for domestic or international adoptions, rituals, slave labour or sexual
exploitation. This is the shameful and dehumanizing crime explored in Ameh’s “Sweet Taste of Shame”. This
paper shall discuss the moral depravity of Nigerians as dramatized by four teenage girls who have been forced
into producing children for 4 morally bankrupt syndicate spearheaded by a couple (Doctor and Cash madam),
The law represented by the Divisional Police Officer is also an accomplice and signifies the dimension of the

heinous crime and the need for action to transform our society and restore its cherished values,
Keywords: Get rich quick, Syndrome, Nigeria Literature, 215t Century, Ameh.
Introduction

The 21 century has witnessed erosion of our cherished Affican moral values and graciousness, In the past,
the norm was that youths learnt the virtues of respect, courtesy, decency, propriety, honesty and righteousness from a
tender age and had enough discipline to hold these values through to adulthood. These values are no longer evident in
the Nigerian society of the 21s century. Thete is palpable decline in the morality of the people and selfishness, greed,
poverty and avarice of individuals seem to be the root causes. The conscquences are that Nigeria, the “glant” of Africa

1s fast losing its value systems due to all these vices,

turn of events. In fact, Nigeria needs cultural renaissance. A critical look at Nigerian society will show that the
honoured Aftican culture chastity and moral rectitude have been jettisoned while prostitution and promiscuity,
materialism, greed, selfishness, avarice and many other vices have become tashionable (1) This paper attempts an
examination of baby factories, a very serious ctime, an off-short of human trafficking dramatized by Ameh’s Sweer
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II. What is “Baby Factory”?

Since this phenomenon is an off-shoot of human trafficking, it is pertinent to briefly explain what huss
trafficking is; human trafficking can be regarded as trafficking in persons for the purposes of supplying persons =
prostitution, begging, domestic servitude and other sundry underpaid and exploited labour. Human traffickin. -
widespread in Nigeria and the country has been negatively noted for it. According to the latest trafficking in pers
report of the U.S Department of stare, Nigeria continues to be a source, transit and destination country for vicims w
different forms of forced labour and sex trafficking (2). But in recent years, Nigeria has become notorious for “has
factories” and “baby harvesting”. There is no legal definition for this heinous crime but journalist use these terme «
describe criminal activities in Nigeria involving restrictions of persons’ movement against such person’s will, fo-o
impregnations, sale of babies and illegal adoptions (3). Based on media teports, “baby facrories” thrive in the o=
cast and south west of Nigeria.

Since 2006, numerous cases of “baby factories” in Nigeria have been reported by media and news facts =
emerged about the phenomenon. According to these teports women and girls are lured into such factories the
deception and exploitation of their vulnerability. Traffickers usually approach these victims with false promises of
or safe abortions. There are at least two factors that make these victims vulnerable: being children (teenagers) <
being pregnant out of wedlock, which carries a social stigma in Nigeria (5). Gitls and women are locked up at faci =
used as “baby factories” allowing their traffickers to control and hold them until they give birth to babies thas
subsequently sold to third parties. Those victims who are not pregnant upon their arrival at the baby factor:”
impregnated by men specially employed for such purposes. Their babies are mostly sold for domestic or intern-=
adoptions, rituals, slave labour or sexual exploitation.

There have been series of raids on baby factories by the police since May 2008 in Enugu, Aba. fe
Anambra, Lagos and Ogun States. The most recent as reported by Sunday Sun newspaper of June 21, 2015 was
one uncarthed by the police in Etiti Amankuro area of Enugu State where nine pregnant young girls, among =
four teenagers were rescued from baby traders in a private residence.

Causes of this Crime

Some of the root causes of baby factories may be those that facilitate any other form of human traffic
such as poverty and high unemployment rates, low level of education and literacy, corruption and lack of informas

on human trafficking. For example, the majority of Nigerian population lives below poverty line in less thas
dollar per day. (6)

There are also particular factors that may contribute to exploitation of women and children in baby face:
such as gender discrimination and social stigma in Nigerian society. For example in traditional Nigerian s
parents regard gitls as a poor investment and are unwilling to send them to schools, finding them more suitabic
domestic work. This in turn limits girls’ future opportunities to find a well-paid job and provide for themselves 7
ensures a steady supply of women and teenage girls for operators of baby factories.

Social stigmas that contribute to the existence of baby factories in Nigeria are those AgAINSE oo
pregnancics, pregnancies out of wedlock, couples infertility and legal adoptions. The first two help to ensure thar =
is an abundant supply of women, teenage girls and their new-borns at such baby factories. The last two he
promote demand for such babies for their biological infants to avoid cultural and societal disapproval. (8)

II1. Who is Eliagwu Ameh?

Eliagwu Amch is a creative writer, social analyst and development communicator. He was born in K
May 28, 1982 but he has his roots in Ogbadibo Local Government Area of Benue State. He has a first class
(Hons) Degree in Philosophy from the University of Zimbabwe and an MA in Development Communication &
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

He has worked as a journalist, information officer and senior legislatve aide. He is also the coordina
Theatre for Concerted Change (T4CC), a non-profit organization geared towards enhancing grassroots developm
through participatory communication and development —oriented theatre. His publications include plays, p
short stories, social commentaries and academic essays. His short story “Vagina Protest”, won the 2010 Cene=
Human Development/Ford Foundation Writing Competition (press category). His play, “Climate of Ch

emerged the second runner — up of the 2012 Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) Drama Prize.

-




50 International Journal of Linguistics and Communication, Vol. 3(2), December 201 %

-.i'm sorty, daddy’s little girl, our eyes have seen too much of late. .. T can’t ask you to forget what ve deoew
to you.... I only ask that you forgive me....and know that daddy is sorry, very sorry (p.84)

The couples, Doctor and Cash Madam, who operate the baby factory have through their lust for weas
debase and devalue African women. This business in which the couple engages is not only unethical and criminal Fo
also degrading. Their intention is to make quick money at the expense of young women who produce the babies
are articles of their trade.

The young women (ENE, and the three gitls) who produce the babies that are articles of this trade as o
economic survival technique are as short-sighted as they are morally bankrupt. They are giving away their soul, whis
is what those children are, for a paltry sum of money. It is unfortunate that most of these girls had realized
implication of their actions. For many, the trauma of theit action may last a life-time and may be so destructive “u
they may never recover from it (10). Emeka, who serves as the machine that impregnates these girls is also a victim «
a failed state where youth unemployment thrives. He is lured into doing this job through an oath he takes with <
doctor. Unfortunately he cannot break this oath without some dangerous consequences. Sometimes these blood oare
are just a psychological maneuver,

In Act Two, Scene 4, the playwright brings in the use of social constructivism. The four vulnerable gk
come together to struggle for their liberation like learners would do collaboratively in a classroom to solve problems
Enc speatheaded the struggle by rallying round the other three girls and urge them to plan an escape from ==

orphanage

....... we cannot continue like this my sisters. We have to design an ingenious escape plan. We study thes
movements, spot the loopholes and take advantage. (p.48) The girls decide to go on hunger strike which evennis
vields a positive result. the confusion that follows brings in Monday who deals with Doctor and Cash Madam - d
liberates the girls. The resolve of the four gitls to struggle for their freedom points to the fact that African women <=
no longer passive and no longer depend on men for their liberation from challenges.

Conclusion

We have examined Ameh’s Sueer Taste of Shame as a play that makes a conscious effort to sensitize Nigerian »
the existence of baby factories in the country and to the fact that the trade is criminal and degrading. The play a
calls for concerted civil action against the dastardly trade of baby factory and a contribution to the struggle for a ber
society where the dignity of African womanhood is maintained.

Recommendations

Charity begins at home. Parents should realize that they are failing in their duties when they fail to educes
their children adequately on the difference between right and wrong, They should enlighten their female children -
the implications of unwanted pregnancies. The Nadonal Council of Women Society (NCWS) should take it as a e
priority the education of its members that they owe the society a duty to stop this crime (baby factory) which = .
debasement of womenhood. Operators of baby factories are patronized by desperate childless couples and rires
killers. The Attorney General of the Federation should take another look at our adoption laws and procedures with «
view to making them practicable. Reputable NGO’s and International Organizations should conduct comprehensae
field research to gather information on destination countries for babies sold, the number of victims, the crimime
groups involved in operation of baby factories and the purposes for which such babies are bought, Findings from ==
rescarch will enable the country to know which type of legislation to adopt in tackling the menace. (11) The Nigeras
police should set up a special squad in all states of the Federation to break up and uproot these baby selling syndicas
wherever they may be.

Our prosecutors and judges should not take this crime as a moral issue, but a criminal one. Whenever 2=
new baby factory is discovered, the media will be awashed with the news but unfortunately we are yet to sec a=
serious trials and convictions of baby factory operators. No wonder, the operator (Cash Madam) in the text oo
examined boasts of her invincibility. Operators of baby factories are increasing on daily basis, because none of thee
apprehended has been severely punished. Until this is done the spread will not stop. Our law enforcement agencies
particularly the police should stop collaborating with these baby factory operators. Currently, it seems the bug of ge

rich-quick syndrome has eaten deep into the flesh of both baby factory operators and our law enforcement agents.
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