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Ojekunle Joel Ademola

Exploring Options for Public-Private Partnership in Road Safety in Nigeria

OJEKUNLE JOEL ADEMOLA _
Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology, Zaria.
E-mail: ojekun@yahoo.com

Abstract

The Government of Nigeria recognizes the crucial role of private sector in bridging the
resources gap in investment and improving the operational and managerial efficiency in
the transport sector generally. This is why in the last one decade Nigerian Government
has introduced various schemes of Public —Private Partnership (PPP) to address
capacity problems in the sector. In line with this, this paper therefore explores the
options for adopting PPP in promoting road safety in Nigeria. The paper therefore
examines various PPP options available and possible areas of road safety activities
where private sector can be involved. It finally draws conclusion that if the areas
identified are adopted and implemented by the government they would help greatly to
promote and improve general level of road safety in the country.

1.0
Introduction

One of the major challenges of transport
development globally is traffic accidents.
Traffic accidents emanate from the use and
operation transport.  Although the rate of
traffic accidents differs from one mode to
another, the level of its occurrence and
severity is often associated with the rate of
speed of each transport. The higher the
speed of transport mode therefore, the
higher is the risk of accident. The traffic
accident particularly road accidents, have
become a global concern as millions of lives
are lost annually to road traffic accidents.

Globally, between 20 and 60 million
persons are injured while not less than 5
millions people are permanently disabled by
road accidents globally. By 2020, road
accidents and injuries are predicted to
become a leading contributor to the global
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burden of disease and injury (Murray and
Lopez 1996). Furthermore, The World Bank
(2008) reported that low- and middle-
income countries bear about 90 percent of
the current burden of road deaths and
injuries. The road safety performance gap
between poor and rich countries is huge and
widening, and this trend will continue unless
new global, regional, and country initiatives
are taken. The Bank projections indicate that
between 2000 and 2020 road crash fatalities
will increase by more than 80 percent in
low- and middle-income countries, but will

decrease by nearly 30 percent in high-
income countries

In Nigeria, the road traffic situation is
worse; table 1.1 shows the roag traffic

accident trends in Nigerig between |
e g n 1997 and





















