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The ultimate goal of every student is to

have a befitting and successful career after
graduation. Normally, as early.as in
rimany school, student start to make
career choice basically by observing and
admiring others who could be their
parents. relatives, teachers, neighbors or
influential people in the society. At this
stage. the choice made is dynamic such
that the student wants to be a doctor today,
a pilot tomorrow and a banker some other
time. The only criteria used are the success
and comfort of the person being admired
AT the student’s neighbour is a pilot who
has a big house and a big car, he will want
to be a pilot also .He kinows little or
nothing on what it takes to be a pilot. But
by the time something  unfortunate
12ppens to the neighbour, the young
student will not like to be 3 pilot any
longer. Ginzberg ( 1972) described three
stages of developing a career choice . They
are: the fantasy, tentative and realistic
period. The fantasy period lasts untj] about
:i: ]L ,_;nd at this period, children do not
-~ a difference between whyt they would
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already in those careers. The tentatiy,
eriod occurs between the age of 12 gp4
17. Children who are adolescents begin 1,
understand more about the aptitudes apq
training that a career requires. They alsg
become aware of their own talents, valyes
and goals that make some careers more
attractive than other. Finally at the realistic
period, people try to match personal
talents and goals with the selection of a
real career. This may also involve
reflecting upon the current and future
demand of the career being considered.

Several careers are open to student to
choose from. They include: academics,

agriculture, business, diplomacy,
engineering, information and
communication technology, law,

marketing, medicine, music, politics, e.L¢.
The. major factor that determines the
choice of students’ career is the financil
benefit involyed. That is why most
Ztudents, When asked, will want to &
thoeCtl(')]zs’ lawyers, polit.icians, bankers and
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in the country. The specific objectives ol
the study are to:

i. examine  the $OCIO-CCONOMIC
characteristics of students

ii. identify the student’s —carecr
choice

iii. determine the students’ perception
of agriculture and

iv determine the attitude  students

have towards agricultural career.

Methodology
Data collection
The study was conducted in  Minna
metropolis, ~Niger  stale. Structured

questionnaire were administered it SixX
secondary schools selected at . random
made up of two private and four public
schools, namely; New Horizons College,
Mawo International School, Government
Day" Secondary School,  Maitumbi
Government Secondary School,
Government Secondary School and Old
Airport Government, Girls Secondary
School. A total of 114 students were
randomly chosen from the six schools.
The use of simple random sampling
technique was to ensure un-biasness in
data  collection. All  the student
respondents were in SS3 .The reason for
this is that students at that level are
expected to have made up their minds to
embark on a particular career. The
statistical tools used in the data analysis
were frequency distribution, percentages,
likert scale and chi-square test.
Data Analysis
Descriptive Statistics such as frequency
and percentages were used in achieving
objective one, two and three. In order to
determine the attitude of. the students
towards agricultural career (objective
four), attitude statement werc prcsenled
and rated on a S-point Likert scale.
Responses to positive statements were
scored as strongly agree (5), agree (4),
undecided (3), disagree (2) and strongly
disagree (1), while responses o negative
statements were scored as strongly agrec
(1), agree (2), undecided (3), disagrec (4)
and strongly disagree (5). (Oladele, ef al
1999).For the purpose of this study, 13
attitude statements were presented and
scored according to responses. The total
attitude score for each respondent was

Ciritinal
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caleulated, Lach respondent can Seore @
mintmum of 13 and maximnm of (5, 1w
student’s attitude score wis prouped it
three  catepoties: undecided
and untavourable (Laogun, 1999)
Chi-square test wis carred ol
using, Statistical Packape lor Social
Qeiences (SPSS) to deseribe the degree

{avourable,

of  association  between parent’s
influence  and  career choice ol
students, ‘The result was tested o

0.05% level of significance.

Results and Discussion

Socio-cconomic Characteristics  of
Respondents

Table | shows that 53.51 pereent of the
male  while 46,49
percent were female. This indicates that
there were more male students than female
in the schools. Generally, male children
are enrolled more in western education
than female children especially in the
northern part of the country. A long list of
dominant factors have been identify for
the low participation of girls in schools.
These factors according 10 Williams
(1987) arc interwoven into religion,
general bias and socio-cultural factors.
Parents’ occupational analysis indicates
that 60.53 percent of the respondents’
parents were civil servants, 21.05 percent
were farmers while 18.42 percent were of
other learned professions. Parents are in
position to impact meaningful information
and experiences to their sons and
daughters which can be relevant to their
career aspiration. Many parents have
acquired experience from their various
occupational backgrounds.

The responses 10 membership in
agricultural societies show that 37.72
percent of the respondents were members
of agricultural societies in their schools
while 62,28 percent were not. Membership
in agricultural societies could influence the
choice of agriculture as a career. This
could also have fundamental implication
on the performance of the students, as
students who are members of agricultural
societies  stand a  better chance of
performing better than those who are not
members.

Scanned with CamScanner



L e

Joumal ot .
Volame 2 Number |

e, K {ue atwe AN ITCRHIVIV
Lol D28 MY Y 1t -
SRS il "

S pnts
Carcer Chaice of Responde

o A\

weals that onlb _4:30.\0“\‘\_1“'1:;

Result &= ?‘“(.R\ interested inagrieutt \

respondents Table 2). This is largel d-mt 1

ey cm\fr»{f iu*:nts and negative opiion

ir;‘ﬂli;llﬂﬁtwiz“‘ on agricultmt:\ll ui:‘fl
Qo NS i v 1e a noble <4

Thg.mgh:‘ ‘:itt:;l;j?“;w tll‘:e ‘:ie\'clopmcnt' L'\ f

_“h!':‘}.] xf 3 smmunity and the country «\I‘

individual. con pmblcm ol

because  of
arge. But ‘ LS
:anenclature. most respondents rub‘inn
that agriculture is  nOt worth  bemg

identified with in terms of 3@*1‘?0&1‘3
introductions due to the general behet th .
it is synonymous with \\'mchcdncs:c. tTth\
psychological resistance emanates mt?\'
the poor state of agriculture in the country
which takes agriculture out of the top
priorities of most people especially among
the children and youths.
On the other hand 20.18%, 12.28% and
14.03% of the respondents wants to
become medical doctors, accountants and
politicians respectively. These fairly high
percentages may not be unconnected with
the general belief that these careers are
money spinning professions.
Respondent’s perception of Agriculture
Majerity of the respondents (57.14%) in
Table 3 reported that cultivation of crops
and rearing of animals and fish is what
they consider to mean agriculture while
26.62% of the respondents are of the view
that agriculture includes processing and
marketing  of  agricultural products.
Furthermore, only 7.79% of - the
respondents were aware that conducting of
research in agricultural research institutes
is part of agricultural profession. From the
above results, it can be deduced that
majority of the respondents  (57.14%)
misconceived agriculture 1o
production of crops and rearin
and fish only. According toY
al (1986) the word agricultyr
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Attitude towards Agl‘icuItm":lllcun-cr
Table 4 indicates l/hut nmjumly of 1,
respondents (76.31%) have unluvnumhlc
attitude towards agricultural career, They
considered agriculture as a Strenugyg
labourious and physically dcnmnding
discipline  having  slow  returng “on
investment with little or no recognition,
from the society. Though only 4.39s, "
the respondents choice agrlcullu_rc as 3
career (Table 2), the lllgure obtaineq for
those with positive utmudc_:s towards the
career is higher (9.65%).This shows thy i
the respondents are adequately motivated,
more could just as the others have positiye
opinion towards the profession.
Relationship between parent’s influence
and career choice
As shown in Table 5, the influence of
parents had significant relationship with
the career choice of respondents (X3=
0.0001, P< 0.05).This implies that parents
do advice their childrep on the career 1o
pursue, Y'ing et-al (1999) reported that
career decision js g family matter in Asian
culture, 50 the success of the child’s career
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respondents  have unfavourable attitude
towards agricultural career because they
view it as a strenuous profession with low
or slow rate of income,

Recommendations

Government and  various  development
agencies in agriculture could play a key
role in changing the image ol the
profession. This could be done through
workshops where other stakcholders in
agricultural and educational scctors are
invited to address the issue of negative
perception by socicty and other problems
peculiar to agricultural profession.

School authorities should make frantic
efforts in creating awarencss among
parents on the need to allow their children
to make career choice by themselves
according to their personal interest and
abilities. Parent's teachers’ association
meetings can provide an avenue for the
enlightenment.

Another important area worthy of attention
is the harnessing and packaging of

LR b e

necessary information an a2l aspect of
apricultural carcer prospect, whtich sheorsid
be made available on ontine information
and communication technologies (1CT%)
I'his is necessary for proper understanding
of apricultural carcer  prospect by the
general public.

Finally, there is the need 1o emphasis on
the provision of modemn apricultural
learning cquipments, Presently, learning
equipments in schools are supperedly
provided by the govemment. Since
government  seems 10 be unable or
unwilling to adequately provide modern
learning  cquipments,  schools should
experiment with alternative approaches
such as taking students to near by private
farms  with  modem  agricultural
cquipments, To facilitate this, students
should be encouraged to join agricultural
societies through which excursion or visit
could be made for students to appreciate
the beauty of agricultural profession.

Table 1. Socio-economic characteristics of respondents.

Socio-economic variables Frequency percentage
Sex

Male 61 3391
Female 53 46.49
Total 114 100.00
Parents’ occupation

Farmers 24 21.05
Civil servants 69 60.53
Others 21 18.42
Total 114 100.00
Membership in Agricultural society
Yes 43 37.72
No 71 62.28
Total 114 100.00
Source: Field survey, 2007.
40
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M 12.28

Career choice . 5 (23296

Accounting 6 9_ 26

Agriculture ¥ 6

Architect‘ure s 877

Engineering s 20.18

- - 6.14

Medicine 7 439

Military 5 526

Nursing : 6 A3

Pharmacy 16 e

Politics 5 » .26

Teaching 6 100_ °

Others 114 ) =
Total

Source: field survey, 2007.
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Table 3. Respondents’ perception of Agrlcu]turfz::ecc:l:ency percemage\.
Perception .

{nowledge of agriculture:

}(_:Lr:lc:ivatifn of crgorps and }r]earing of . 88 57.14

ivestock animals and fish.

:;rocessing and marketing of agricultural 4] 26.62

products.

Conducting of Agricultural research. 12 7.79
Teaching of agriculture. 8 5.19
Extension service delivery. 5 325
*Multiple choice

Source: Field survey, 2007. =

Table 4.Distribution of respondents based on attitudes towards Agricultural profession.

Respondents® attitude score Frequenc

13-30 (Unfavourable) . g? ’ Per';:Ge gt?ge
31 - 48 ( Neutral) 16 14.
49-66 ( Favourable) 11 9 gg
Toal _ 114 100.00
Source: Field survey, 2007. .

Laogun, E.A. (1999)

; (X)) Value — gr
Chi-square P-value (X?) tab o vy
Likelihood Ratio 32?3; 120,000 21?02 + Decision (0.05%)

: 6 -y
Contin eNcy coeff 0.795 12 0.0001 significant
Source: Computed from figiq survey, 2007
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