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S 0 At o et ion needs for litera
o » This paper d:scusses the roles cf public libraries in meeting i o
Jiteracy and #dult education. This is because t}_’c UHD hbf‘ar:ﬁsfg:;;ctsrzfl?iuz?;i;n
different formats which-are in book format, audlo_fonp,ats, wj]lll1 d'l_ﬁdillt p ﬁ'dn I;
visual formats. The paper discussed the conceptS'Q_f:llteraﬁi- ference and factual
went further to analyses how. public. library resources, Ii e‘ri-; it Me az';
books, ﬁction books, help adult education students to achieve their aims. Magazineg

help adult education students to:achieve perfect literacy-and .adl_.l.lglffi_“l(f;tmn- I?ali Pai’}:-‘f
~concluded by establishing the fact that ,the resources of the pub sk zrgly Hakes the
adult-education student a{“Total man.” i AR

Introduction ; :
Libraries stock print and non print or book and non book materials of f]l.ffcrcnt
formats. These materials must be organized for easy retrieval and must b_e ac’lmmlstered
by professionally trained librarians. Libraries are indispensable tools in literacy and
adult education. _ : -
The library is an agent of social organization of knowledge. Libraries in the broadest
sense of the term have existed almost as long as written records themselves, The
instinct to preserve and passion to collect have been the determining factor in their
establishment, maintenance and development. What the library does in essence is to
gather in one place a portion of stored thought of humanity .In recent times it could be
in any format, book form or in audio or visual or audio-visua] form. '
This behaviour or characteristic of libraries is applicable to al] the different types of
libraries. There are six major types of libraries namely Public, private, Special, National,
Academic and School Libraries. They all have the same function and are 3] indispensable
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~and adult ‘education. It 2qually established the mdlspensabgllty_.of public libraries for

: : i0—vi ources e &
and news papers; government publications, non—print or audio —visual resources equally
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public Libraries are established and funded with tax payers money for the free and
umesmcted provision of book and related material to-the members of the pubhc‘for -
study purposes and for vocational, cultural and recreational use Orie! cardinal principle”
of public libraries is that access to them, either for veference’ or'for borrowmg must'be*!
free. They mostly support literacy and adult'education beéatse’ théy'afé by their Hatire
veritable instruments for both formal and informal education, existing for the overall”
development of the individual and soc:ety in'an atmospherc‘ 6f 'freedtiii: The publié °
Jibrary has many roles to playmov '

erall deve]opment ofa natlon, espebxally m’developmg !
countries. It can be regarded as an institutio

n for'socio- ,-political ahid'edicational
development. .It provides ample opportunities for individuals to woﬂ?mdependent]y in
their search for knowledge, power and self actualization,

by prowdmg them with research
materials, reference books and valuablc documents or works of those who have explmted
the fronners of lcnowledgc All hbrary oollectnons espec:ally public’ librariest reflect’ the
long g term needs of the mforrnanon based soc1ety for life long contintiing educatxon ‘The
publlc ltbrary also serves as gulde towards nati
pohcy planmng, thereby 1mprov1ng t
a people s umversny

L i

. i
4 .";l-'.{ .

Deﬁnitions of Literacy il ol i, s R . i
theracy is regarded asa very eﬂ'eetwe mstrument ifi the development of 1 man and'the’
society, simple statements on his everyday life. Adennoye (1997)agreed with UNESCO

definition of a literate person as a person ‘who“can ' with -understanding , both ' read
and write while anilliterate person was described as one who cannot ,with understanding,
read and write a short simple statement on his evefyday life"In the 1960’s,UNESCO
again came up with another definition of hteracy asthe ab:lsty to read and write in the

Mother tongue, as cited by Aderinoye ( 1997) These defi mtlons had been proposed
rican countnes were still being colonized .At that

while many of the the Asian and Afri
time ,the language of literacy institutions were ‘those of the colonial masters namely:
English, French, German and Portuguese. In another defi runon, Aderinoye (1997)

citing (UNESCO bulletin of (1978) page lS)descnbed a htemte person as a person
who has the required knowledge and skllls mdlspensable in the performance of all
actlvmes for wh:eh literacy is necessary m order to play an effectwe: "__l-_us group
and hls commumty, and whose ach:evements in readmg wntmg and anthmenc are such
that they enable him to continue the development of the connnumty;and to partlenpate
actlvely in the ]tfe of hxs commumty‘ln another def' mtlon a l:terate' person is a person
capable of reading, wntmg and understandmg a snnple brlef account of fact relevant to
his daily life (Ryan 1989 as cited by Aderinoye { 1997}. j

Rogers (1993 ) as cited by Aderinoye (1997) deﬁnes ltteracy as the degree to which
an individual possesses mastery over symbols in their written form or is able to encode
and decode, the symbols .which may be letters, or numbers .By thls definition ,literacy

would thus include numeracy.

87

on bunldmg by prowdmg]mk to' educattdnal bah
he educatlon development of a natlon, that is to say ey



_ Role of Public Llbraries
= e the : t necessarily qualify
. counti: the Mother tongue does not necess a
s IP_.‘.“_::.*;:; .t,t:)c;urréglcs ‘izf: ':sﬁfgmi person, since reliance 1s on th.e napom_al or of"ﬁcial
Janguage in use for example, as English s the offcial maae ngena,(;t simply
means that one canbell'eckonéd_'x\;ilth'in the data qf_h_tgrgt_:yonlj{l one can read or write
IERBE, . Lt e i oo it oas TR S £ e g
“Thus it i becoming more and more evident that a iteratc person shauld be d-?ﬁl?ed in
+:the national context only, with particular reference to the languages b fin? d
« the major:ethnic: groups, especiaily the languages that are commonly used for
- COMIMMCANON DUIPOSES:, &yt et sotins gt gy ivs 5. |
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~Tolook at the concept of adult; there is no agrecable definition of this concept. This is
because the concept of adulthood differs from one sogiety to another. To some societies,
“anadultis a matured person, a person who is ripe enough fo take his place in the society
. stotake some social responsibilities.(According to Brown and Okedera (1981) as cited
- by Paiko 1997, in civil law, an adult male is somebody who has attained the age of 14,
and female, the age of 12. In North America, from another dimension, an adult could be *
determined from the legal age set aside by a country as votir_'lg. age. Il'l Nigena,the :
voting ageis lawered to 18, This lends credence to the fact that the stage of determining |
Who.anadultis differs from one society to another, and it is mostly based on the degree
ofsocialrespansibilities placed on the person.” * " SRR
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Many;definitionsialso exist on the concept of adult education. To some people, adut
education,comprises the instruction given to adults according to Omolara as cited by
oatko, (1997) agrecs, with the first International congress on comparative study of adult
education.., which, defines adult education as 4 process whereby a. person who i
loniger attends school on regular full time progr ammes is exposed to education It is.

specially, designed for adults to undertake sequential and organized activities with thy.

catlon could be seen as education airiing at
] X e A R YO RNt T e s Tr T o S
Yl@“ﬁt._‘!’l’lt also'as a member of
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by Paiko (1997) has comprehensively defined adult cducation asthe'ejtire: body' of
o

organized education prowess in any context, level and m
otherwise: 3 ethod __Whether fomral or

AT -

The contnbutmn of llbranes to ltteracy and adult edncntldn.

As earlier mentioned, it was seen that as early.as the 1950’s: UNli‘SCG) had%a‘tready
defined literate person as a person who can with understandm ng, 1 both read writé short
simple statements on his everyday life. UNESCO equally deﬁned &llt@i’ﬂtelpcrmﬂ 53 a
person who has acquired the knowledge and Skl“S mdtspensable to. the performance of
all activities for which htcracy 1s necessary in order to play an effectlvc partin his. ngUP
and his community, and whose achlevements in readmg, wnnng and anthmenc aref such
that they, enable him \o continue, the deveIOpment of the communlty and tO‘P t °1P5te
actively in the llfe of lns commumty ‘ 3 o
Adult; education on the other hand has been seen as educetion a1mmg 7 at the oﬂgerall
development of an adult not onl y as an mdmdual but as a member of the commumty
From the above concepts of hterac} and adult ed ug anon, one can see that adults cannot
achieve lttcracy and education wnhout using publlc llbrarles The llbranes would stock
matenals inall formats that is pnnt and non prmt or book and nion, book materi als orin
audlo visual formats to help: adults achieve llteracy and educatton for self developmcnt
and natxonal development.
Publxc hbranes serve a leadership role m lttemcy and adult educatlon They supply
books ‘which are essential to adult, educatlon It has been suggested that pubhc l1branes
should be made permanent centers of adult educatlon provrded a commumty focuses
on the changm g tasks and interests of those adults who might seek then' own contmum g
education. Paiko (1997) agrees with the reconnnendatlons of Judson Tennin gs who
was the chairman of Carnegies commission on the llbrary and adult education He setto
investigate the public library’s role in that field, and has recommended three major roles
in which libraries could provide services. related to, adult educanon These areas
include:(1)Provision of readers advisory services to those who wish to. ‘pursue therr
studies individually rather than in organized groups a and classes(u)Prowsmn of information
-through local opportunities for adult education. outmde the hbrary(m)Prowsmn of books
and other printed materials for,a gencies engaged in adult education progranunes
Jennings report had significant impact on public hbrary development in relationship to
adult education in Britain. It can be said that public libraries and adult educatron bodies
in Britain have now become:jnterrelated and inter dependent toa large extent
In Nigeria and all other countries, Public hbranes play 51gn1ﬁcant roles in cnhancmg the
literacy and growth of Adult education. With, the cooperation. of pubhc libraries and
adult education bodies, the adult readers develop their potentials.” 'I'hls 1S because a good
public library for example would give an ordmary citizen the chance to appreciate
changes which occur around him, and provide for him the access he needs to take
intelligent decisions on issues of national interest, to debate and find meaningful solutions
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to civic problems confrontinig himi :Public libraries offer to adult students the chance o
appreciate changes which occur afound him and provides him the access he needs to
take intelligent decisions It gives them the opportunity to keep in touch with their times,
and to educate themselves continuously, and keep abreast with progress in science and
arts. The public library When active and positive in its outlook would enhance the value
of its setvices arid encourage their use, = * © - - ' .
Given the tremiendous pace of dociat: economic and cultural developments of Nigeria
today, it'could be said that public library services to adult education bodies and adult
readers are indispensable”.For the sake of literacy and adult education, public libraries
gear their services towards thé immediate needs of the public and by making adequate
provision for the library needs of‘adult readers and life long education.
Théobjéctives of any typd of library especially the public library is for education >
Information, recreation, cultural and research roles. Public Library materials are 'tlhose
resources made up of books, audio-visuals -software, audio-visual, hardwar € ar{d other
pédagog_ical materials, used in teaching ,and learning process . Library matcna]s are
synonymous with educational resources, learning resources or media resources.

New trends all over the world, Nigeria inclusive, are advocating a multi-media
approach to education .This is another angle where the indispensability of the public
library comes in to help literacy and adult education. The adult education studerit is
supposed to be an all rounder and as a result, he gets books for education in the public
library .These books would supplement and complement classroom instructions as posited
by Obi (1977). He would see newspaper and magazines for recreations and information.
There would cqually be some audio-visuals for recreation e.g Video cassette discs
(VCD) for entertainment. In public libraries, there are usually materials for cultural
preservation, examples are cowries, shells of snails that have been preserved for a long
time for purpose of instructions in the library etc .The library equally stocks those
materials that the community holds in high esteem in the olden days. This will help in
educating, informing and recreating the adult user. The adult education student that
uses the public library does not engage in research but need needs and gets all materials
in all formats for the purpose of writing assignment and individual reports in the public

library. '

curriculum, subject, meeting places and enrollment.
Adult education student are advertised for, when leaflet of a particular adult
education course are kept with relevant books in the Public library,
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public library stock and their relevance to adult educatiqn'prog'ra'ms anﬂ-literacy
From the topic being discussed, one would know that the Public l‘braWWOﬁldp’ce{f’ o)

. tostock books for beginners in education because literacy is involved. The adult edycation’,
- student involved has been an illiterate .Evéry public library has at - 1ot tis ,SC't‘s"b‘f{“
- encyclopaedia in the children’s section }yhich 'th@ese’_ adult illiferates wh d"—"r; fei 'éﬁt--to' ars
. pecome literate would make use of. .They equally stock some general dictionaries as -,
- wellaslanguage learning dictionaries ;a ha‘n'dbodk of general fa,"c’t's',félé'fﬁgntfé?ja? handbooks g
\standard atlases, and such other titles which the individual libraries inTiaison ith q{e'd

- adult education bodies can afford. The children'“s library dées ot nieed 1 Have the .,

 extenisive set of reference collection that may be required in other types of libraries or.

. evenin the adult section of the public library where con‘s'réntié,:rzél‘l_)}:ﬁdixbétjé‘{fﬁébﬁlé go. ...
- All children’s libraries have at least three sets of encyclopedias in multi-volimes with -

/ - T .
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- one biased towards science, different types of word and languagé léamning dictionaries -
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- Reference and other factual books and their roles in adult eduication andhterac)’r-
* Encyclopaedias and dictionaries are perhaps the most widely used reference books in a

_ Public library. The children’s section of public libraries stock simple encyclopaedia’s for

_ children and Adult students. This encyclopaedias give them information on every branch

of knowledge .They give them information on all subjects by giving an over-view of a
topic, background, accounts and description ,and  list of books to be further read on the
topic. Such encyclopaedia give the adult students an introduction to a topic with sufficient
information to allow the reader decide whether he wants to pursue the matter further or
The dictionaries provide information about the words of a language, synonyms and,
antonyms, syllabification and current status of the word .Frequent usage of the dictionary
helps the adult student who is familiarizing himself with literacy to be familiar with
words and their usage as well as alphabetization. Most dictionaries are arranged in

~ alphabetical order. There are two types of dictionaries, abridged and unabridged. An

unabridged dictionary comes in several volumes .The abridged dictionary is highly

condensed. _ SN
Other reference books that are usually stocked in the public library for the benefit of

tHe children and adult users are biographies ,year books, handbooks ,directories, atlases,
gazetteers, etc ,which help the adult users to become educated. SEUH M IESE

The single largest group of books in a children’s library section of the public
library which is being used by adult readers and the children are the non-fiction or
factual books. These books complement or supplement what is taught or lcamned in the
classroom. Fayose (1995) opines that they are not necessarily classroom texts but have
relevance to the curriculum. When theses books n this library they provide extra
reading which will lead to a mastery of the subject, and provide these students with
perfect literacy. Adult education supportive reading helps to make learning more

meaningful and complete.
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The roles of fiction in adult education and Literacy o
. Fayose (1995) ‘agrees that* thiese are works of creative imagination -'It;hc)]!(:cal with
.+an as social entity in his world. Fiction which mosll?r consists (?fSlOfY ;{0 ngc as,
novels, short stories, essays and the like .They provide rccreahopal reading atter the
drudgery of heavy tektbooks. Besidles, its uscfulness is for relaxation. Fiction, C!CVCIOp:
in the adult readers, the sensibilities and cmpathies that are nc(.:dcd for perfect literacy,
It helps the adult users to feel at home with the rest of humanity. ' ;

This it does through vicarious experiences, situations and characters which adulf students
encounter in their Knowledge of immediate environment and the world at large. There
are traditional folk stores, stories of family and schools, stories set in other lands andl
fantasy stories set in worlds other than our real present world. Many adult students
have not left their immediate environment but would know how Australians lwc'by
reading. Fiction ¢reates cultural awareness and emphathy which the adult cdu_ca_non’
student needs for perfect literacy and education .Besides the above un-quanttﬁabllg_‘
benefits, fiction confers on the adult education students utilitarian benefits .It helps them
dCVdOp vanous languagc skills and [hcy can acquirc a vast vocabulary lhrough their,
reading of library materials . They encounter different forms and styles of writing and
thereby leam to improve on their own. Mystery, crime and detective stories stocked by
the library, help the adult education student to develop or improve their reading skills. As
they race from one page to the other to find out what happens next, they improve their
reading speed .Fiction develop social and moral awareness as they see vice punished

and virtue rewarded. They also see the type of actions and behaviours which the society

frowns at ,cven though they are adults .Some fiction books stocked in the library provide

information which may have relevance for a better understanding of classroom texts.

Relevance of Magazines and Newspapers to Adult Education Students:

They are produced daily or weekly. They are current in their news items and information.
They carry information on local as well as international matters focusing on politics,
government policies economics, social affairs and sports with occasional features on
the arts, music and drama .Some newspapers carry book reviews or articles on tropical
1ssucs on a weekly basis Thus, newspapers are invaluable source of information for
educational, social and cultural purposes. They keep the adult students informed of
what is happening around them ,and the world at large. With newspaper and magazines
stocked in the public library which adult education students use, their education becomes
all round and perfect. This is because by reading newspapers and magazines or some
joumnals, the adult education students are exposed to all-round education

Relevance of government publications in the public library to adult education
students:

The Public ibrary stocks a reasonable quantity of information generated by government
and govemment parastatals. These information may have to do with development, civic
responsibilities, the state or even individuals. They may not be of immediate relevance
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to the adult education curricultii but their teachers may find them useful for teaching
civics, citizenship education, family education; family living or cconomics. Governiment
gazettes for example are useful for the historical:accounts of govemment procedures

~ Fayose'(1995) is magreemem to.all theSe:s 7 i o blinsie i € ey
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. Relevance of non—prmted or au;ho-vnsual resourcés stock’ of the qubhc hbrary
.+ to adult education and literacy.:t tig yi. txern g sl aov iy eat); st trgn

L T 2

3 Most public libraries that adult educatron students' use have sectlons called Aud:o-

Visual rooms. These audio-visual materials are leammg resourcés which are expected:

. toplay dynamic roles in the provision of educational excellence fo: the adult:students..
- There are two main types of audio-visual:media. The - hatdware or‘equipment and the.

software .Audio-Visual software comprise the sfollowing:-(a):16mm sound-projector.

and f Im stnp/ viewer (b) Film pro_;ectors wdeo cassette mcorder*‘ andviewer, radio-
etCus s eyt A A e S

Iy 3TN

(c)- deeos cassette recorder and wewer(Audno-Vlsual soﬁware mclude (a) Graphies,.
pictures, postcards, graphs, illustrative materials(b)Recordings: Tape and video récordings.
©:Slides, film stripes, motion pictures, films(d) Multimedia study kits, programmed
packagesThere is another group of audio-visuals materials which combine- software,,
and. hardware such as radio and television. Fayose . (1995) posits. that audio-visual.
resources in the public library can be divided into eight major categories according to -
type:or;usage.These include(1)graphics. Graphics. are. Instructional matenals ‘that;
summarize significant information, through a combination of drawings, words, symbols:
and pictures, Graphics, charts, diagrams sketches are all collectively called graphics..
they are-useful for the initial education and literacy of the adult student so as to. retain -
what they have been taught .Their value lie in their capacity to focus. attention and.
certain types  of information ina condensed form. A graph of crude 011 productlon n
Nigeria for example shows at a glance whether more or less oil was produeed during a.
given penod A chart of the human body shows at a glance the essential features of the
body. . The essence of the graphic message is brevity, sharp focus on. key mformatlon :
and if well produced heightens the level of viewers interest, understandmg and a551m1lanon .
ThlS 1s why it has to be integrated into the hbrary stock for the adult student who E\Jvants
to achleve hteracy and education.

- The second category of audio-visual resources in the pubhc 11brary are mouon-
plctures and ﬁlms -These are the true audio-visual matenals in the medla resource'_
centre because they —employ both the aural and visual forms of presentanon
.The. plctures are alive and moving. Fayose (1995) posits that the viewers. become'
part of the movement and a group feeling is created .Motion pictures add reahsm to
learning situations and help to overcome inhibitions in the adult students who would_
have been stereotyped over a long time with wrong concepts-of life,

They also help to remove barriers to learning especially when abstract ideas are
verbalized. Motion films show all the essential steps, processes or explanations in ways
which provide close up views for every adult education student for good literacy and
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which in
olupadi ion, The use,of films caoLgcnerate much verbal dlscussxpr(;snm cla‘iso ey
1tseff 1S q proﬁ;ablc way.of enmlll'ﬂgm&se]f gonﬁdencc i gsededucanonally;

amongall categories ofleamers egpecially! ‘h‘“d“lmmdmg? gm;gndes A film stripis
The th chategory of. gudio- wsual Tesources are ﬁlmstrlPS An ; S film, va rying ini.

seq encpof related, Stl“ l:ucmres Jmpnnted ona stnp 16““'“ or. There canbe several,
h up to ﬁﬂy frames Aslideisa  single frame of ﬁlm on glassh rade pictures e
SlldFS mounted on 3 card or Pla5§1$ mount with photographic of ax:/ . s information/
images. The educational basis for usmgﬁlm strips and slides is simisac. 0 solidate:
can be comamed on sl1des and film stripes. Thesé library resources help to con &
ideas and’ symbols

learning as they provide-a base’for under-s standing or. perfecting 1
They help to'stimulate aesthetic ap‘preClathll llkc f lms they help to arrest and sustam’ w
Ll o g

attention of the adult leamers 71/ 2 . e
The Fourth category of &udlo-nﬂual TESOUTCes are the over-head uansparencws \;O ty
is'commonly used by the * teacher it can’become a replacement for the chalkboar 5
which cannor be easlly mOVcd about It enables the teacher {o face the adult classashe!
usesit, thus malrltammg eye'to eye contact with-the students: The teacher is able to” _

e is talking to the class because :

draw or write on the transparency at the samie time s h
what ever is done'is pro;ected on the screen This enables the adult student to become

literate and educated.’’ ' 1. W b
s thc telewswn and wdeo—Tape recordmgs

The fifth category of audxo-vxsual matenal51

They can provide a team producnon approach to leammg problems. They can magnify
or reduce demonstration or illustrative matenals They can capitalize on immediacy and
at the same time, ‘reach: andience of any size. Television and Video accelerate the

teaching leaming processés as'well as pTOV'lde for special instructions. ‘They permit the’
viewing of widely different subjects atany time ‘which will encourage learning for the
adult education students and fac1htate their llteracy
The sixth category of audio v1sual resources in the ‘public Library is aud1o-recordmgs
They include phonograph records, recorded apes, cassettes and the like. These resources
appeal to the senses of both téachers and the adult students. They are useful in learning
or teaching foreign languages' ,phonencs .}nstory ,culture poetry and of course music
.They are also useful in developmg or lmprowng llstemng skills, an invaluable aspect of
the teaching -leanung process They are easy to use because they can be played and
replayed at will. This helps the adult students in retammg what have been taught them ¢
and enhance long life’ lenrrung he ;
*"'""'The most recent: non prmt hbrary materials is the computer 'I‘hey are used for
teachmg computer literacy | stormg 11brary ‘information, and as a resource for teaching "
and leaming. The m-thzng now ls computer hteracy wh:ch every adult education student |

should strive to achleve
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Conclusion '

This write up has dwelt ‘ne isources of the f:mbl c’hﬁmfy and'it" éduld b& secnotf;at 2

public libraries stock mouographs, periodicals andaudm—#mﬂal’tcbburces and 41) thidse”

make it possible for the aauli ecu cation student Yo achieVe lftcrac)f anc yeffective aa’ﬂff
ahd! adtﬂredlfcatlon becalise,

.2

" habits,)The library as an indi:pensaole
adult education students with vocationa mfmrnahmr (leading'to thé cliviceofa , cdreer
gCtVny l]mtc ang mucam a“c[ l.iSius fha mmnmpq (lf ﬂlé Wb“b i’wfary '.Bﬂf Vhﬂ
catapulthunmtoa“Total Man el ke By I G SEERUERETLE ’r’w
: Velipered o b ."._,.-.' Al % 33w r _J\ *:'\ ) o BN T i" 21
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