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ABSTRACT

Trimsportation aind distribubion e very ortfical i the production process of agricilberal prodicce. Poor
trarsprtatioon and dsfributon ofter residt in spodlage ard wastages, thereby rediccing fiormera” incose
ard adversely fmgacts food secierity. This study atfempis to examing Hae rmsporkafion aied distribubion of
wire produce in Nasiratod-Egygon loonl govermment ared of Nisiratod shide, Nigerie, Questnnaine survey
tents nsed do efictt onfermintion from farorers, bransporters and traders on modes, meens dnd cost af brans-
pordativn, distribution chanmels, frequency of distribution as well as problems assoctated with framsporfa-
trour avnd disbeduction of wimn produce. The data collected were analyzed deseriptively and it was fournd that
Sarwrers used mammly cars, plokicp brucks and oans for fnoesporfation of wm produce, They foinly con-
shituted 79.5% of modes of frtsesporfation of yam produce i the study arer. Also, 59.09% of formers sell
thedr yam produce on market days and markeds are e mujor chaenel of yanr disfribution particularly the
regioaal marked, which comsbitutes 56% of the channel of yam disbribution. Moreover, yam fransportation
anid disfribution 'Li_,i.lmud' b b esoiated wibh miemerous Fn.lH!:rrr_'i:,. e aorsd q-F.uE.I #5 haud riwid L'trn.'i:hh.lfm_g
over 35% of the problems as percetved by all the stakeholders in g production, tramsporfation ard dis-
tribuction. Based on these findings, some reconvmendabions were made, whvick beclude road refubiifation,
providiieg of packaging shiedard for wane Fransporhibion, provision of storage faeilifies bo reduce tasbage;
and adeguate régulations of freight charges ko reduce frrmiers” explodtation and enfarice formiers” incovre,

Kogmoords:  wam produce, fransporfation, distrifiwhion, agricedture and markefing

INTRODUCTION
ransportation is defined in diverse ways but all with a unique concept of moving people,
goods and services from location of lower value to a location of higher value. Transpor-
tation has gained significance in the society and this has led to a more effective system of
physical distribution of products, which spreads across all modes. Transportation systems of
different modes continue to be of vital importance to the physical distribution of agricultural
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produce {Olneole of al., 2007} Mo wonder, Ajibove (209) asserts that trarspartation is a ma-
for contributor bo 2l foems of developrent such that thene is almost no sector of developmaent
that dioes pol requine trars portation & a ey Gactor for ks survival.

Inderestivgly, distribution embraces the idea of physical change im bocation of products. mosE-
Iy Enomn the area of prosdusction wihirne i poscsces lew o almost sero vaboe 1o the area of con-
sumption where thelr potentials are fully ublized. This generally conpscts bo the comcept of
transportation. Wikipedia defines distribution as the process of making a product available
fioer thes consumer of buslness user who needs iL Inother words, distribuaion serves as the crit-
igal furction which enables the rarsier of products from the production end b Ehe corsump-
thom emdl A wide rarge of activibes o atinibuted to the physical distribuBion and circulabion of
a product asch as material fow for prodoction functions, rarsportation, provision for shor-
agge, whiokisake ard retall sales and akso the provision of corsumer goods and other related in-
formation o households, Phvsical diseribution & the key to getting the right product to the
right place in the right quantity, quality and condibion, at the right Hme and coet (Musa, 20014
By implication distributon can be corsidered o mean the spread of products theoughouat the
marketplace such that it & readily available to weers. In achieving this a good francpontation
aysbem |8 peeded.

Transportation and distribution joimed ogether formns the basls for the growth and develop-
ment of ary produsct in the market as it serves as the major link between producticon and oo
sumption. Every product produced needs bo be consumied by a consames, bemee the meed for
a means of product transfer between the parties Le. the producer and the consumer. This crit-
ically applies to agricultural produscts, especially to s groawth and development generally all
arve the world [World Bamk, 20N,

Agriculbural prodsce ane the major sources of food ard the sigmificance of food to human e
and survival can mever be laid out of sight. Agriculhral products include a wide range under
the claszification of plants, animals and other life forme. Thelr production ivvolve & seres of
aperational activities such as planting/nearing, harvesting, threshingwinnowing and difienemt
foemns of processing, bagging, storage, trarsportation and so on befone they reach the market
{Tinslew, 209, Lebot, 209 However, transportabion playvs a vikal roke inachieving all thess ac-
tivities Transportaton seeves as thi: major link by which prodoce harvested from farm site s
mved o different homes, stomge areas as well as markets. Transport creates market for agri-
culhsral produce and enbances geographical and eoomomle nberaction among regions and cre-
atiog greater economic foous (Tunde & Ademivi, 2002). This is best brought about by effickent
and adaguate trarsportation and distributon system (Adedotun, Yakobu & Adedohm, 205)

I Migeria, road rarcsport serves as the magor mode of rarsportation and distribaton of agri-
culdhural peoduce. 11 ks used for the: mosnement of Eanm prodoce from the G b the markets as
will as urban centres. In Migeria, majority of e farming activity is done in the nural aseas and
thercfore e mevd for such farm produce be be transported ard distributed o urban areas, ns-
ral transportation system has bevome a very imgportant factor in the agriculboml system. Poor
road condition and unreliable transport services constrain the level of agricaltural activity in

tha cowantry (AL & Asogwa, AN H). Howeever, naral road transportation poses high potenbiak in
enthancing agriculhural production, while Ovakwe et al. (200 5) also observe thal mural socessi-
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bility helps improve produsctive performance and encourage rural agriouliure as well as reduac-
ing middlemen oxpl sltation of the farmers.

T Issue of trarsportation and distribaton of agrcultural prodocts is very cnsdal. Poor noral
transportation i the major problem of the agricabural sector in MNigeria (ADB, 2000). Among
i probloms s lash oF peeses rasd ke & sl gelfaan poschar of rarl ares, Inadequats meshll
ity duwse b poor prablic braresport system, and low rates of vehicle csmership (ADE, 20005 The
el to tarm and produce agriculhural products in several rural areas is affected by poor and
ineffickent transportation servioss, which affects the ability of neral farmess bo fredy and offiec-
tiwely trarsport ard distribube the products 1o urban areas and as well transpornt thelr farms-
ing euipment to the rural areas {Adedobun, 21113). This in a way may affect the total cost of
transporting and also the availability of the products in the market [Adedotun, 20013} Trans-
portation ard distribution affect the bacic function of production, storage, marketing and con-
sumnption of agriculiural products in many ways and casis mulbplier effects on regional de-
velopment (Adedotun ot al., 205}

LITERATURE REVIEW

I agriculhare, there i no escaping ransportation as it ks te only mears by which produce i
mmoved froen farm site b settlement foe sborage area) as well as to the market, Mumby [cibed in
Adedotun of al, 2015). The China is the world"s biggest food producing and consaming coun-
tey and that rarsportation i the sole means of moving produce from the Garm bo the tables of
oy oo bllion consumes all oser the country and beyond. bn e sbody, food peoducts spoll
age in China i in an estimated rate of 3% of tolal production and this is closely attributed
o i leie efficlent trarsportation syetem (ADE 2006) On the other hard, bransport cost of focd
products acoounts for about 200% of the ration’s GOP, nplyieg that with an improvement in
the agriculbural traresportation and distribution system there will be aleo an increase in the na-
thow's GOP. From these resulls e shedy provides pollcy options for the Ismpaovement of the

efficiency of the ration’s agriculbural rarsportation and distributon system.

According to Cebresenbe and Bosona [2112), there are bwo main demand objectives for agri-
cilhiral s frowd dlctribai s chaim =iality ared e foby mosinieranoo of peodineg smd mdscing
transportation oost The concept of agrioubural trarsportation and distribution s beooming an
imypostant type of logistics to achieve the objective of raw materials and food quality maiede-
manoe, reducing transportation cost and perhaps create more value-adding activity in food dis-
tribaution. [t is nowr crocial for staketaodders in relation o ghobalization of marketing syshems o
reduce trarsparting cost in arder to altain competitive advantage. Therefore, develoaping an ef-
fective and officiendt agricaltural transportabion and distributhon system B vy necessarny and
ensetitlal

Im the Migerian context, Ajiboyve amd Afolavan {2009, regard Irarsportation & a cruclal facior
in improving productivity in tee agricaltural coctar. In their drudy on the impact of rarspodta-
thon on agriculbaral production ina developing country, they discover that an improved rans-
poftation svshem improves raral productivity, as famners will work harder which increases
producton scale. This improved fransportation system will alio belp add more value ho thelr
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products, reduce wastage and spollage, which consequently increases Inoome and Feduces
poverty kvels in the naral ansas.

According to Afolabi et al (2008) the physical condition of rural roads s of great concemn in
the rareportation and distribution of prodsee. Thelr studics reveal that the bad roads of lda
Morth & a major hindranoe o the effective movement of produce within and cutslde the naral
area. Thise conditions have led 1o the recommendation of massive rehabilitation of tw naral
moads and the provishon of soffickent modermn freight transport servioes In order s enbanoe the
transportation and distribution of agrioubiwral prodoce.

Opekunde et al (A019) aver that a proper und erstating of the fow of prodsce in an area in ermas
of production and distribution i key to the spatial development and planning of that arca,
theryy s esstirnabe volwme of produce generatod in rural markets and thelr distribution patiern:
amnd foand that the cost of ransportation and the volume of goods o be rarsponted are key
factars of consideration in the transportation and distribution of roral produsce incloding agr-
culhural prodoce. They recomnmend that measunes be put in place by government b reduce the
cost of rarsporting rural products by improvieg the condition of nural roade and enhancing
the accessibility of raral markets.

Adedotun et al {2015) examired the rarsporaton and distribution of produce o [gbomina
region of Csun state. The study identified the various souroes, tvpes, and spatial distribation
af produce in the study area, aleo the modes of transportation cften weed I the region and the
challerges asenciatnd with e transportation and distribution of agriculhoral peoduscts i the
shady area. Finding from the shedy shows that agricultural products farmed in the region in-
clsde madre, cocoa ard yam and that commercia] buses and motoropcles anc the mapor means
of tramsportation im the area, and that the road condition in the region & bad, thereby makdng
thar brares portaton system efficient for the effective dictrivution of prodsce.

Ciekunle and Oluwoks (2008) eamdne the spatial fow patter of raeal freight and the sebdos-
lar traffic characteristics created by noral market activites. They stress that this s wery crucial
o the understandieg of the transportation and distribution strocture of local prodscs in -
ral comnmainities amd bow the available trarsportation syslem can affect these strochares. The
shsdy bdenbifies o primany Sow patherns of maral feeight, which include goods demnanded
withim the reghon (state) and outside the region (I other states). This to a large extent affects.
the tramsportation ard distribution of rural freights in bermes of quantity ard guality of rans-
portation mears o be used. The study alo neveals wveral challmges bedewiling thess Bow
patterres, including poor read conditions and insecurity and the absence of adequate vehices
o cater for the volume of gonds, especially outhound goods. However, it s recommended that
better transportation Eacilitice and other ancillary services such as maodern Eneight handling fa-
cilities, sborage houses and shads should be provided at major local products distrifation cen-

ters b belp impeove noral freight.

Cilwwolke of al [(217) observe that in the naral areas, human cardage, motorcycles, buses, plck-
W vans, cars, canbers ard trucks are the predomirant mears of ransportation and that these
wehicles are old, Fckety and unsulkable for such purposes and combined with the challenges of
el scardlhy, malnbenarce ard general operabing cost of vehices, Hoketing and extortion from
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tax agenis, frequent checkpaints leadivg o harasement and delays by law enforcement agenits.
{FRSC and police). Based on Eheee results and Bndings, tey recomanend that govennment &t
wiedl as private invesbors should pay more afenbion in the transportation ard distribation of

agriculural produce by investiog b impeose road conditions, ared current levels of transpon
services provided, enhancing secarity along highwavs o protect against highway robbery,
amd alsn modem tax collaction systems in order b eliminate extortion by tax agents. This will
imspeove agricubtural development, a necessity for the survival of neral comenunities and hus-
man e in gereral.

Interestingly, all these studies (Musa, 2004, 2011 Opboande, 2004, Bamabas, 2007; Orakwse
al, 215; Tarde & Adeniyi, 20012 All & Asogiva, 2115) s the importaros of Eranspontation
o Ehe development of agriculbare in noral areas through enharcig the marketing and dich-
bution of produce within ard oulside mural comamunities. From the empirical literatures roe-
viewsd in this section, there & no doubt that braps pomta hon systemn of an area highly affects the
effectiveness of the physical distribution and earketing of agricabural produoce. Therefore, an
imspreovement i e transportation sysbem will n bom impeose the distribubion system of ne-
ral products, sspecially agricubtural preduce and alse vam produce, which & the main foonss
of this study.

STUDY AREA

Masarawa Eggon ks onwe of the 13 local governmient ancas {LGAz) of MNasarawa state, Nigeria
It s located hetwesn latinsde 251N and longitude 555°E, and covers a land mass of abouwt
1208k, It shares boundaries with Lafia from the soath and Akwanga in the north, while
Wamba is bo the sast and Kokona bo the west. Masarawa Eggon has a population of abaouwt
18,4005 s of 200, |projected bo reach about 200,300 in 2116 (Censes, 2006). The LGA has a pop-
ulablon densliy of 165 Bflm?.

Masarawa Eggon comprises of thnee districts (Umme, Alongani and Mada Station) consksting
of ower 40 compnunities. The major settlers of the communities are the: Eggon even thowgh you
may still find a number of other ethnics sach as the Mada, Alago and Haosa, with majoeity be-
ing farmiers and traders. Comanon crops calbivated are sorghum, maise, vam, roe, cascava and
swet potato, while tree crops mosty grown in the area ane mango, cishew, guasa, orange and
palms. The ciimate, tvpe of soll, hydralogy of the area allow for the culbvation of plants, ans-
mal grazieg, fishing ard forestry.
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METHODOLOGY
A guantitabive research method and survey Is deploved to examine the distribution character-
istics amd chanmels of distribaton of agricultural prodisce, specfically vam, in the shody area
amd the factors that influence te distribution oystem using sscon Bally descriptive method. The
mesarch make use of primary data types, which include the soco-ecoromis characleristics of
thee vamn farmers, cosl of rarsportation, tvpes of vebdcles used for rarsporiation, challenges
associated with transporting of vam prodoce in the dudy area, market price ranges, channels
al distribution, distribution pattern, frequency of convevance. The population of the study
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area corsist of 42 comanunities. Two-ctage sampling technbque was used to seloct sample sixe.
First, a systemabic sampling techmbguoe b used bo select 20 oomamunities out of the 42, The sams-
pling techmique ks used bo eneune an even ooverage throughout the pepulation. Furthermsone,
withim the selected 30 comprunities, 300 farmers, 120 transport eperaions and 120 yam traders.
wire randomdy sebiched b form a sample size of 5400

Ipsrument used for data collecton inchide structured quesbonraine, oral iderview, fo-
cus-group discussons, and Beld obaervations e source primary data, while secondary data
whire gotten onlive from published joomals, articks and lexts. The reseancher wied the stroc-
tured questonmnalres and inderview questions o acquine neceseary data from sespondents.
Ther qqusesticmnalee argeted three categories of recpondents = farmners, transport aperatans, and
traders. Theee cabegories of questionmalee were used o source needid indormation from farm-
ers, traders and transporters, which were administered in 20 communities within the study
area. They include Allzaga, Alushi, Arikya, Arughady, Atamala, Awunza, Eva, Gajl, Gako,
Coudi, Kagbu, Mada Station, Masarawa Eggon, Tawa Galle, Tudu Igga, Ubbe, Limme, Wakama,
Wangibd, and Washe Fifteen questiormains were administersd in each of the commaunities
selected dor farmers, while 3 questioemalres each were admintsiered to both transporters and
traders within the different markets in the commamitics. The data collocted were analyeed us-

ing descriptive statistics such as frequencies, tabdes ard percentages.

RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS

Yam transpostation and distribation characledstis
Thw vam tramsportation and distribution characteristics discussid here include the bypes of ve-
hickes used by farmers, frequency of distribution, distributon pattems, cost factors, dannels
of distribution and problems assocated with transportation and distribution of vam prodoce
lin the shady area

Wehick ased by farnsems

Takde 1 shows the feequercy of usage of different types of vehicles being used by farmers for
the transportation of yam prodsce. As seen from the table, the piclup tnack has the highest
frequency of 254, representing 30995, which implies that farmers make wee of pickup vehices
lin brarepartiogg and distribating thedr vam produce mone than any other meode. The mest mest
irequently used I vars, especially |5, which records 196 frequency [24.7%) The third maost fre-
quently wsed mode of transport ks the car, mentioned 152 times, representing 22 9%, Comamon-
Iy used cars for transportation and distribution are Volkswagen Sharon ard Tovota Carina
Truck is the least mentioned mode, representing about 13.7%. Meanwhile other means such
as maotorcwcle, bicycle, human porlerage, In some cases ractors and animaks, constiate only
abwrut 73%. This can be based on the available optiors, distanoe, or guantity of yam b be rans-
ported. However, it ks soen that pickup vehices are the most used in the sbudy area. The study
akso shoiws that the only mode of transportation ueed in e study area s poad.
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ing descriptive statistics such as frequencies, tabdes ard percentages.

RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS

Yam transpostation and distribation characledstis
Thw vam tramsportation and distribution characteristics discussid here include the bypes of ve-
hickes used by farmers, frequency of distribution, distributon pattems, cost factors, dannels
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ANALYSIS OF FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF YAM PRODUCE

The study examires the frequency at which farmers transpaort and distribate thedr vams o the
markets for sale. Table 2 chones the detalls of the analysis

Table 2= Frequency distribubion of yam produce

I Frequency Pezentsge
Fverydar 47 17.09%
Frrarv oher daw | L S
Fvery skt Led S, [ %
{Bheers I-] ]I;H‘-
Thstal 276 Pl

Sy Auiiues Bl ceoey 0N

From Table 2 47 farmers (17.07%) distribabe their yam peeduce on a daily basis, 906% rans-
poet their produce every other day, while 349.06% farmers conwey thelr vam o the markets only
on market dave, and the remaining 14 286% convey thelr produce only when mecessary. It can
I obeorvend that mast of the farmers anly maove their vam prodocoe on the market days, asa
result of thir availability of vehbches on the market days and higher terdency to sell more sinoe
there will be more pobential buyers.

Yam disirsbubion chanmnels

From the survey & showm in fgure 3, 37% of the Grmers convey thelr vam o local markels
amd oollection podn s, which ane cosperative of individual stones. They are operated by dealers
wh collect small quantiths from fammers in crder to trade the in balk, either within or out-
side the reglon, while 56% of the farmers convey their produce to specific markets withim the
region for sake which ane mostly market days. Markets within the region in which the farms-
ers witadly trade include the Nasarawa Eggon main market, Keffl yam market, Akwanga cen-
tral market, Wamba market, and Lafia market. On the otber hand, 7% of the farmers sampled
claipvisd b distribute thelr produce to markets outside the region such as Kamn, Solobo, Warrd,
Ersugu, Calabar, Lagos, etc. These are mostly large-scale farmers.
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The amalysls of Eactors of the omst of ransporation of yam produce by farmers s presented
I,

Tablrd:  Factors dtrrmining the cust ef I poriation

Faciors Fregquency Feroeziage
O yio b I | 15 (L]
[stance - 2785
Boad conditios ) a7
[ 1 [ENT]
[Tz e m
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Accoeding bo the analysis in Table 4, most of the respondents (32.47%) agres that road con-
difion is the primary factor in determining the oost of transportabion in the stady area, while
27.67% clalm it b the distanoe to be coversd that delenmings cost of transportation; 19 746% con-
slder quantity as another factor determining trarspontation cost in the region; howener 13.16%
areof the opinion that factors such as el cost and govermment policies sich as taes and lev-
s collectind on thie roads are also responsible factors in delermining the cost of ransportation
sysbem in e study area. From the brars pomers” responses one can conclsde that ranspontation
system in the area is rot good enough sinee road condition determines the costof transporting
proadiece in e arca

Yam produce channels and distribution patiers

Thwe distribution of yam in the study area follvve a shoet but comples channel. Yams ane offen
moved froen the Larm bo farmees” setflemaenits, then o markets [nomalueban market) ard to the
fimal corsumer. However, there are collection poinis within the channel, where vam produoce
s gathered for corsolidation from the farm, settlement and noral markets by yam dealers in
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order o sell them in the mafor urban markets. Ao, thene are minor urban markets o which
vams are supplied directly from rural markets or in smaller guantities from the urban mar-
leets. Within the charmel, there are difuations where farmers 2ol thedr produce themasves o
oo umeTs either I the naral markets or wiban markets or oven from the seftlement, or whien
farmers sell thedr produce o deakers, wholisalers or retailers, in this case the farmers are ol
ther actual raders of the commadity. Therefiore, I can be sald thad, within the charne] of dichri-
bution of vam prodoce in the sbudy anea, bwo conditiors hold. They are:

42

- Dirwct chunnel: When the armer 53 B actaal teadier (sl of B oosremodily, oc

- st channek: The Saemir selle the commaodity by an scstual rader (dialis, wislisaler
awr ekl |

Thae chammed of adisiribmFian in te shdy anea is dephcted in fig 3

L |
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Fig 43 Distribution chawnl of yem produce in Nasarawa
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Farm - thas is whene the commaodity is prodoond el Runesied
Serttlirmwenbs — Hhwrse aev Farswers” shocagy: Sacilitars, mostly hwabed wathin the B’
resmidimtial cormpounds, s B dnd ussaally in i o of Bus and smpdy nooimns
alisamgnatind ko shorng,

Warkirts — they ane sesply poinks of sale, caliggriand as ronal and ucban markiets
Rmral i lits — B doni sl s chartplaoi within the nical cemmunibes =
shudy anea whens vam eadegy activily b plaoe.

Lrka= huts —lasguer 1 it marbhan aris, includssg urbas costral
kit vt and detiide B stake.

Ml urban kat —szruall i L 1 within arbsn dmns

Trackers — dabers, wholmsalens and 1’

Dhralinrs — bigg sarlbors; By ik yasn pooduce = emall goanistes o sk bulk for
wadie; often sell otidi shake or country

Whabisibers ~guinipli wha Buy Linge quantibes of vam esther from Brmees or dealins
fe sl in urban markets b Lerge-scali consumins

Rirbadlers —amall-acale: braders wies buy freen Bemers or wholesalirs o sall in ssallir
wquasdtitiisn. They aee foused everywhisne: rural markess, vrbas markets, rosdsade
wrllizre.
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o Cimmarmers —sthr amall dr Large-sdili buyin that nigpeene the commmadily for
nnEum pion purposs [Rithie domestse o sdusieial).

Takde 5 chowe that 3T3.33% of the respondents invalve in the rading of yam produce {raders)
in ther study area are netaibers, while 4070% are wholesalers and the remaining {2667%) an:
dealers whe rade at natbonal and intermational levels. Meanwhile fig 4.4 reveals that 67% of
the tradirs samplad are farmers while 33% are only traders that don't farme

Table %  Types of braders

Dstraraimn Frequancy Fercesiage
Btwdery Al EEXES
‘Whelesaler AR I
Dvalers 32 2847

[ Totad 13 ]

w ey Aehuees | frld w0

ew i et ol s IO
Figd  Tupvs of e distrietars
Farmigis' perapacinee of problems of vas lransportabion and distribulson

T prcsblieme: evcountered im the trarsportation and distribution of yam peoduce inte study
ara s assessed In thnee stakebolder perspictives =famoers’, traders’ and rarsporiers’.

T: P ion prubl wxperienced by farmms
Frequency Pervemimge

i 2300
kL L4.1%
G W
Is i
58 LE. 1k
X 1S
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The study rovieals im table 42 that acoording o the sampled fanmers 22 1% (A1) of the farmiers
assiclatid the rareportation problems o the reglon o vebicle scancity, 14.13% (39) assoclat-
wd todelays on the road, 38 77% {107) to bad roads, 6 58% (19) linked to cost charged by trans-
porters, and 1H.12% (50 linked traresportation probleoe with other factors such as packing amd
distance to market, which s a furction of transpartaticn cosl. From indervews conducked with
ithe farmners an possible reasons [ thelr responee, it was discovered that peoblems such as de-
lavs om the road & e a resalt of harassment by enforcement and tay agents o sometimes dus
o vehicle breakd ovmns, While factors such as distaroe o market increases traps pont costs ad
farmers still have o sell their prodsce at the same price as those closer to the market. Packag-
ing alen poset a sevious problem in the transportation and distribubion of vam produce, & akb
simoe of packaging causes easy pilferage and theft of the produce in ransit

Traders' perspective of ransportation and distsibualion problens

tion prubl experienced by radiens

[ Froguency

a AR
i1 w17
[E TNH
7] [T
L5 1L50
L ]

Tyl sl ey JOTR

Takide 7 shows that 40 83% of the traders consldered timely delivery as the major Eranspartation
probdemn encounered inm te study area, 917% assoclated e problem to scarcity of Erandcpsor-
TR CRTVI ¥ 5 T T e PROfens of TRANGPIIREIND 2Ps] SICERIUTIen o Yanm prnduoe
in the region to bad roads, while B33 viewed rarsportation cost as a problem of transpar-
tation. Hosever, the remainirg 12.5% linked fransportation problems to other factors such as
packaging and overloading of vehicks in order o neduce pomber of brips made.

From the amalysis it s seen that timely delivery i highly corsidered by the traders, while other
factors such as packagirg problems and overloading were also Gdemtifed.

Tramsporier perspective of ransportatbon and dislsbulion problems
Table &  Transporiation problems experienced by brans portens

Freguency Pezzereme
LY :I_.'-'.II.

T [T

b 1164

I 5l

i¥ 15 (1)

e [T
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As can be seen from Table B, the transporiers experienced various transportation problemsc
during thedr oiperatiores in the shody area include bad noads (3584%), traffic deays and extor-

thon by tax agents and law endorcement offioers (polios and FRSC officers) corstifute 11.54%,
acchdents 1711%, amned robbery attacks 9.21%, and others (25%) such as wehicke brealod oism
dise b had road and fuel dhartage.

Had road & the major probdem faoed by rarsponens & egands the rarspontation and distr-
bution of vam produce in the study area. Other problemns are vehicle breakdowns in transit.
Poor packaging alen affects casy bandling of the produce and makes lnading amd unloading
mizne Hmeconsuming, ard if not properly done results in the 0ling-off of the freight in ransit

From the analyses of the problems acsociated with vam rarsportation and distribation as ex-
pressed by fanmers, traders and trangporters, these peobdems are romeroos and need o be ad-
dressed by appropriate authorities. For the farmers, bad road Is a magor problens, while traders.
corslder timedy delivery a mone serious problem, while ransporers also consider bad roade
a mafor Challerge. Howeser, it ks interesting bo nobe that that packagig, though bes wvere, s
identitind by all stakeholders as a comenon problem.

CONCLUSION

This sbudy examines the trarsportation and distribation of vam produce in Masarawa-Eggon,
tin sther places in Migeria and boyond. The findings show that Masarawa-Eggon ks one of ma-
for sources of yam produscoe in Masarawa state. Howeser, the trarsportation amd distribuation
of this product is often bedeviled by many challenges such as bad reads, delay in delivery,
poor availability of transport servioes, In security on highways, fued scarcity, packaging, traffic
oorgestions, lack of storage faciliths, accidents, among others. Despite these obetaches, the de-
mand fior vam produsction ks increasing and beroe the need for befter transportabion syskem o
ereure effeciant distributon of agriculhsral prodises. Ac trars portation plavs a vital robe in the
distribaution and marketing of agricultural produce, iBs improvement & terefone recessany o
reduce vam spoilage and wastage as well as increasing, production not only in the study area
bvut in the entlee shabe.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The absnve findings have some policy implications, one of which i that yam peoduction ard
marketing are Intricately relabed o avallability of good ransportation. Secondly, yam distri-
bution in the sbady area has so many channels bt thedr effective and effickent fumctioning aleo

depends on the quality and adequacy of transportation systen. Based on these implica tions,
the fiolll waring, Fecomnmendations are hireby made:

1. Due o fhe g ke of Eansg mn the distribution and k g of agrculiural produ
Federal, stale and kecal goverrenents should provide sdequale and eicient transposiabion syskem o m-
abls the smonth movemenit Som place of production to the place of commenption. For example, the kocal
E bunad] okt m duerd doer o packa o and peovide Inading snd streage Sacalities inrussl
muarkets

2. The stabv and lecal gorverrenenis shusald rehablibsie all rossds n g area,
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3. Ensbling public-privale parisership samed of prossding modem freight ransport servios i bandle e
movement of yum and other produoe farmied in sursl s

4. The cost associsted) with ranspordation should be minmized gurough segelabion of Svight charges by ko
ral musthairibes.

5. Finally, there should be a beler symergy i fhe distsibation chansels moondes to fully maxdmee the po-
tembials of yam business in B kocally and bryond.
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