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curriculum itself. The information thus obtained can be

: , . used as a basis for
encouraging leaner’s .efforts, preparing  remedial work and improvin
techniques of 1nstruction. Outcome of ga good continuous assessmengt
programme forms the basis for educational and vocationa

i L counseling for
appropriate placement of children into correct programme 013tionsg and
yocational fields. ‘

The Benefits of Continuous Assessment

Atsumbe (2013) reported that “the official introduction of continuous
assessment in the school system by the federal Government of Nigeria marks an
important stage of educational development in the country”. This innovative
approach comes as a better alternative to an earlier system in which an
overwhelming emphasis was placed on the final examination with only scanty
emphasis on terminal examinations and other occasional teacher-made tests.

The benefit of Continuous Assessment can therefore be summarized as follows:

1. Continuous Assessment plays a vital role in diagnosing and remediating

areas of learners’ strengths and weaknesses if properly anchored on what
occurs in classroom.

2. Continuous assessment is an approach that would capture the full range
of learners’ performance. Teachers and administrators would thus be

able to assess learners’ progress and would have time to correct the
problems.

- Continuious assessment places teachers at the centre of all performance-
assessment activities. It encourages more teacher participation in the
overall assessment or grading of his/her learners.

4, The introduction of CA lead to better study habits where by students

read at a steady pace and seeks help in those areas of their work that had
not been mastered in the preceding test.

¥ The result of CA has been used to improve instructional techniques,
curriculum review and have served as a tool for quality control.

6. Continuous assessment has the capacity of reducing malpractice because
CA system improves the study habit of the students.

7. The immediate feedback of CA would serve as a strong tool of
motivation to students.
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The o eriod; |
pr evement, repor_t of _termmal eXaminations, cognitive ic of academic
agych omotor domain ratings and y&ar]y Summary of A ’ affectlve and

The Transcript: 15 a report given to outsiders about a student. It containe <iv
infohﬂation like -the CRC. However, the presentation mﬁy differ‘1}§ s1m1]a'r
contains cumulative performances and behavioura] ratings for 3 n th:dt it
relevant period only. specified

3 Financial Challenges

In spite of all the emphases government places on CA there is no financial or
other material supports offered by the government toward promoting CA
(Atsumbe, 2013). The operation of CA requires adequate funding and prudent
management of available resources. The educational administrators (Principals,
lecturer, headmasters and teachers) generally should be able to project their
budget appropriately and manage money judiciously.

4. Teacher and learning Resources Challenges

Majority of the teachers complained that they usually have inadequate teaching
and learning materials. The difficulties with learning and teaching materials are
mainly concerned with the availability and appropriateness in the classroom. It
is important to state that there is complete lack of materials in many subject
areas such as basic technology, basic sciences, fine Art, and home economics
among others. It is clear that the schools need instructional resources to
effectively teach for students to understand. It has been established from
research that students learn faster, stimulate and tend to retain knowledge when

taught with concrete objects.

5. Learner Centred Problem Challenges |
In the implementation of CA the learner centred problems seems to be a major
problem. Yet these learners are the number one stake holders ot beneficiaries ott:
CA. (a) Absenteeism seems to seriously affect the smooth maflagement 0
student’s records as some of the learner’s attendance is usually irregular. (b)
Many of the students cheat (copy from other students of pupils) In Omﬁfl;‘;m
the tests. () Students generally do not understand the purpose oforp llm eigler
behind CA. This may be the reason why the children do not seem tt; darl
threateneq by the tests or depressed when they perform POOrY
“Xaminations,
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