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Abstract |

It is very obvious that funding of vocational technical education can no longer be the
responsibility of government alone, hence the necessity to incorporate public private
partnership.| This paper described the concept of technical vocational education as a
means for aln individual to become self reliant. It also highlights the benefits and the
needs for -public ‘private partnership in order to realize vision 2020. Iinally
recommendidtions are made as a way forward towards funding and making provision
for technical vocational education.

Introduction

Public Private Partnership (PPP) is becoming obvious a clear phenomena to
boost development and well being of any society and the conceptual aspect of such
relationships combining the role of the key players in collaborating to make these
partnerships successful or otherwise. In Nigeria and other developing countries,
custainable access to technological development and product can best be achieved q
through public-private partnership contributing towards provision of technical and
vocational education so as to realize vision 2020.

In spite of the recurring debate on public partnership efforts in both national and
international conferences, little or no impact has been perceived in the Nigeria
Technology Education scene. If Technical vocational Education is to be meaningful
and relevant for young people, then relationships are needed between public and private
sectors. In an ideal situation as obtainable in developed societics of the world, the
training and Education of any nation’s citizenry is a collective effort of both
Government, Non Governmental Organizations (NGO), Private firms and private
individual or philanthropist (Puyete,2005). According to Akainwor (1992), Industrial
Training Education which covers the process of producing craftsman, etc is defined by
the Internatipnal Labour Organization as that which involves all activities, essentially
aimed at prc';viding the skills, knowledge and attitudes required for employment i a
parlicipating occupation, group of related occupation or a function in any field of
economic tourism, public private/services etc.Thus for a nation like Nigeria blessed
with all lzinds of resources lo develop, there is the great need to mvolve private public
par’tic‘,ipationl for the realization of vision 2020 without resting all function in the hands
of the goven‘gmenl.
The Bencﬁtf and the needs for Public Private Partnership (PPP)

It must be noted; however that greater output shall be realized i PPP
agreements or contracts are structured in ways that do not place the poor majority in
social, econé)ﬂ]i(; and or political disadvantage. Also, combining the partnership with
credible and';group—acccplcd innovative approaches to funding and mobilization has the
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1l access to essential services based on ppp

potentiality of increasing the overa

structures already in place.

More so, in order for governme deliye : . ‘
products and or care required for PPP to thrive, it must lelt n plsc?, law, regulation,
ove the enabling environment for Privae

nt to deliver the minimum standard of SeTViceg

and or enhance existing ones, as well as impr ) .
Sector Participation (PSP) in the provision and development of Technical Vooatlonal

Education to occur. Stakeholders’ commitment to the P.PP would be accomplished

focusing on micro, small and medium-sized operations, 1nvo]Ye comrJ:numty 1¢aderships
like community development associations, town unions, nf)n-gos/emmemal
organizations, local, state, and /or regional governmental authorities mcludl.ng. Private
company operators. Included among these potential partners are _municipalities,
government agencies and ministries, public and private companies, and trag,
associations as potential partners. It is incumbent on all stakeholders to orient ppp
activities around orientation, match-making, implementation and institutionalization for

effective and sustainable outcomes.

Concept of Technical Education
Technical education is that aspect of education that deals with the preparation of

student for acquisition of necessary skills, knowledge and attitudes to earn employment

as expert assistant to professional in any fields. Institutions involved in the training of
this caliber of workers are the Colleges of education and the polyid ¥nics. While the

! universities are meant for professional education. Basically these institutions
specialized in training technicians for different occupational areas. Students are
admitted from senior secondary schools, and technical colleges. The training is for
duration of 2 - 3 years but the course contents are below the university standard. The
training emphasis is more practically oriented than theoretical. He takes specific
courses such as welding, machine shop practice, clectricity and machine design etc in
addition to general courses such as calculus, chemistry, physics analytical geometry.
cas be seen from here that this student has 3 broader base of knowledge, skills and "
attm.lde than a skilled worker (machinist) from a trade centre Technicai education
applies to many fields of study e.g. business, agriculture, homf': economics, fine arh

industrial etc.
Concept of vocational cducation

Vocational educatiop ;
TP bl ;ec(:lit;‘on 'S not the same 5 general education. Vocational education
i many} - :,;sq.t'f he society ig generally organized into specific vocatio
> atons and jobg, Ty
. ) - The developme ' of the
society as a socia L opment and sustenance
Vocatiyon(”d e(ducqt.tI snd ceonomic enfity g dependent on yocational educatior
. al education is therefore fegarded as edycqf; _ oeaion ipient
with the basic knowledge an Practical sk tcation which provides the recip!
P _ al skills pe
' .\ ocational cducation hurture - gkigy N
industrial, commercia] ang cconomjc i

ed for entry intg the 'work force-
Al are necessary for Agricul™

s s d I i
focused on building a seif reliant societ;velopnlem. In effect, vocational educatio” y
a5 well ag 4 g : J Unit¢
lf reliant nation. In the

States, Smith- Hughes Act ;
of the individug]’s fotal (;t N ,]917 Cstabligheg Vocationg] ‘an A integral P*
< Cducation, T, act createq edt n?' education a5 an mteg.rcu]wre’
P Cation programmes in agr!
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(ancrson: 1979). Vocational education, as
entially constitutes any form of education
with the primary purpose nent in nrecopnized
(904 O, 1997) YMaitan (199:1) deseriben wn'nlinluﬂ'ﬁl!’l(‘u(inll
Pned with the development ol il knowledge,
Voeationil eduention imeliden
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mvoluntarily idle and unproductive youths and givé'wzfy to competent youth like their (
forcign counterparts. ‘

Funding Vocational Technical Education Programmes by Government ang Other
Sectors ) )

The term funding according to Babayi A.U (1998) is derived from the word
fund which means the sources of accumulated money. Funding therefore stands for the
sowee of money gathered, invested or collected for a particular purpose. .

In Nigeria, funding vocational technical education programmes has ordinarily
been the responsibility of the State and Federal government. The enormouyg
responsibility has brought about a near total collapse of the whole system of education
including vocational technical cducation programme. There is therefore an urgent need
for penerating funds for vocational technology educational programmes from differen
sources other than the government.

The Needs for Vocational and Technical Education in Nigeria

I. Vocational and technical education is needed in the country to increase the

productive power of the community and allow occupational upward mobility.

2, Vocational and technical education is needed to conserve, develop and preserve
the country’s natural resources e.g. agricultural resources, mineral resources and

water resources.

Vocational and technical education is needed to provide an efficient substitute

for the age-long traditional apprenticeship system of training manual workers.

4, Vocational and technical cducation is needed 10 meet increase demand for
trained workers or manpower.

[FS)

3 Vocational and technical education is needed to off-get increased cost of living.

6. Vocational and technical cducation is nceded in the country because it 1is

considered as a wise business mvestment. capable of yielding appreciable
. ceconomic and social returns on life time basis.
Problems of vocational technical education

administrators to fill the tcaching and administrative
cducational system. About this cra is only the university of Nigeria, Nsuka and the
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria offered vocational teacher education Programme with
limited training facilities and personnel. The products of these institutiong

Were grossly
madequate to meet the man-power need of vocational technical education ip the
country,

Positions in the country’s

Another problem with cducational funding often resulted in poor m
and mismanagement of cducation
and administrators
finance

anagement,
al priorities. Sometimes decisions made for teachers
are never as easy as they might appear to be. Management and
are of significance in oyr decision making. T
annotnce is budget in time often
funding such

ailure for the government to
alfects educational activities, Sometimes sources of
as revenues, school fees and subventions might fall short of expectations

thereby rendering the education plans at disarray.
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Conclusion and recommendation

_ [n actuali.ty, there 1s a positive correlation between power and skills. A nation
that is powerful is known to have possessed skills in almost all occupations ol human
Endc;avour. For instance, the United States of America is a super-power in the world of
t9day because her citizens have acquired occupational skills in almost all spheies of life
like food production, shelter, transportation communication, information cic. These
developments influence the Americans’ attitude towards other nations particularly the
less dcYclopcd ones. Today, the nation tends to dominate the world politics and
economic of the less developed countries tend to be subjected to them. History iells us
tha‘f these developed nations imbibed vocational and technical education as a pivot of
their technological development. Philosophically, Nigeria is justified to cmbracc
vocational and technical education for development. As the most populous black nation
of world, there is the need to recognize and invest consciously in vocational and
technical education so that she might play a lcading role amongst the black race of the
world.

Adequate funding is needed for our vocational and technical colleges i conduct
project work and exhibit and undertake job contract to improve revenue and funding.
While more funding is been sought from our sources (fceders) that is, the federal and
the state government, Non — Governmental Organization (NGO), well reaning
individual, banks as well as industries who are principal beneficiaries of the product of (
technical vocational education should join hands together in the provision of tools,

__equipment and materials for proper training of students so as to realize vision 2020.

Technical education as the pillar for all social and economic development and
comfort descerves complete attention from both the private and public sectors. And that
resource so earmarked should be directly utilized appropriately on activities that relate
to the enhancement of teaching and learning of technical vocational educatior.
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