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ABSTRACT: P

The desires for both qualitative and quiéftative education have increased the need for providing
an efficient and effective teaching-learning environment in Nigeria. The increases in enrolment
figures of students coupled with shortages of qualified teachers and instructional materials have
increased the potential contributions of educational technology in the improvement of the
teaching-learning environment. In modern day Nigeria, educational technology is still beclouded
by a number of problems, principal among them is that of resources which includes human and
material. Specifically, the paper highlights the contribution of instructional materials to the
improvement of the teaching-learning environment. Also conclusion and recommendations were
made among which is the establishment and procurement of the right instructional materials that
would invariably ensure right attitude toward good technological training that would helped in the

improvement of teaching — learning environment.

INTRODUCTION

Education in Africa, and indeed in Nigeria, appears to be caught between two competitive
priorities, namely qualitative and quantitative considerations. Consequently, successive
governments have continually invested a great proportion, of their annual budgets on education. In
general, the post-independence era in Nigeria was characterised by massive emphasis on the
expansion and improvement of educational opportunities. For example, there were phenomenal
increases in the number of schools as well as student enrolments. The need to lay educational
groundwork for home grown technological in Nigeria has early been recognised by the Ashby.
Report (1960) and other national development plans that were put in place. Efforts to achieve this
goal are reflected in establishing technical and vocational schools, colleges of education and
polytechnics, university of technology and the ministry of science and technology. These increases
in the number of schools however, also helped to worsen the perennial problems of shortages of
qualified teachers physical facilities and instructional materials in Nigerian educational system.
The desire to lesson the effects of these problems on the teaching — learning processes has result in
the attempts to adopt instructional innovation.
, 1

One of the latest innovations in once educational systems is the introduction of educational
technology into the learning — teaching environment in Nigeria. Educational technology is an
educational innovation that can be considered a necessity today in Nigeria. Rather than subscribing
to the so —called contradictions between quantitative and qualitative education, it emphases the
concurrence of the two requirements in the Nigeria teaching — learning environment. These two
requirements have posed many prospects and problems for educational technology in Nigeria.
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
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According to Adegun (2001) instructional materials are indispensable to effective teaching. This is
hinged on the modern practice of educational learning which is predicted on activity and on the
sensory exposure of the child because of the great advancement from verbal instruction’s to the
modern methods of teaching through various information system. As the teaching was then
essentially oral, it was augmented by the use of picture diagrams or maps e.t.c With the
discovering of recorded sound, the sound motion pictures and audio aids began to be employed in
teaching. Today the most recent in the sphere of resource materials for teaching and learning is the
computer. This is yet to gain much ground as it is only selectively used. Perhaps, no instructional
material has any magical quality of self-teaching or learning, rather its effectiveness and
usefulness depends on how the teacher utilises it to advance has goals.

CONSTRAINTS OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

One of the greatest problems that have constituted obstacles to instructional materials is the
problem of development. The problem of development is not only one of semantics but indeed of
reality. For this reason, distinction is always made between ‘growth’ and ‘development’.
Development, education and planning are indispensable ingredients for an integrated health of a
nation (Bajah, 1989). It is against this backdrop that policy makers in Nigeria have variously put in
place polices that tend to bring about expansion of our educational institutions which consequently
have brought an increase in students enrolment. Unfortunately, increase in students’ enrolment
without the corresponding increase in instructional materials has inevitably led to inadequate or
lack of these teaching materials in technical and vocational institutions in particular and in all

schools in general. The inadequacy of instructional materials includes maps, globes, models,
projectors and computers.
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CONCLUSION

It is hoped that a suitable technology programme will evolve to la..‘/ a _SOhd fqllnd?t;(]):tef;(:;l;fl;:
national development. The establishment and procurement of the nght mslr'uctlona s Tk
our educational institutions would invariably ensure students’ . right attntqde .towar‘ S 90.0

technological training that would help in teaching and learning environment. N!gerlan umversn,tlf_:s
and other institutions and organisations could not have expended so much time and money in
educational technoldlay unless there were expected benefits to the teaching-learning environment.
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Thus, apart from the believe that it will provide the immediate solutions the 1\n5truvct1(')rn1al ‘-’“"3,',‘32‘;,
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Finally, it should be p/omted that technology educational is costly affair in terms of both teaching
instructional materials and time, hence the need to make funding available particularly in the area

of teachers salaries and provision of teaching and learning instructional materials.

AN

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the discussion above, the following suggestions are provided for consideration towards
enhancing appropriate technologies for instructional materials, In most advance countries of the
worid research and development in computer science, radio, television and indeed electronics e.t.c.
has promoted a high IevelAe ucational technology over the years. All the same the impact of some
of these modern day equipment has been put to use for educational propose in Nigeria. But the
issue is that whether they have been utilised to the fullest extent to meet one ifi S

needs. Since these equipment already exist in the form of television broa,

deasting and more
recently computer, there is the need for us to formally develop them or acquired

them in the need
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right quantity and adapt them for teaching and learning in the classroom. Qesides, government

should commence a systematic arrangement on how these materialsAAgam the government Ceau. ko
should endeavour to develop some blueprints for material requirement for educational to roeet oo
advancement. Also, seminars and workshops could be arranged to enlighten and sensitize those edan R s
involved in educational training process. ﬂRe@ﬁ V?/ﬁ

Furthermore. government should create an enabling environment for teachers, pupils and indeed mm
the general public to become innovative in designing and developing some of these resource %db Sgﬁ

materials required for teaching and learning in the classroom. w%} 3
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