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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to determine the effects of agricultural cooperative
membership on income generation by women in Niger State of Nigeria. A total of 110
respondents were randomly selected for the study. Data for the study were obtained
through a structured interview schedule and analyzed using both descriptive and
inferential statistics. The results showed that majority (70.9%) of the respondents were still
in their active age; 72.7% of the women had one form of education or the other. A large
proportion (90 0%) of the women were married and majority (74.5%) had moderate
household size of between 6 — 10 people. Also 57.3% of the respondents belonged to thrift
and credit types of cooperative societies, and only 38.2% belonged to multi-purpose

'~ cooperative societies. The major benefit derived by the respondents for participating in

cooperatives was for receiving assistance from governments, NGOs, donor agencies, and
having access to loans or credits (44.5%). The results also showed a significant difference
between the income of women (N69187.27) after participation in cooperative societies and
before participation (N31025.45), which implied that women participants had a greater
income. Also, women faced several constraints in participating in cooperative societies.
The major constraints were. religious beliefs, inadequate knowledge about cooperatives
and complicated administrative procedure which ranked I 2" and 3rd respectively.
Regression estimates results showed that household size and year of cooperative
membership were significant at 17 and farm size at 10% level of probability It was

recommended that women should be persuaded to be more active in agrz';ultzq*al
in the formation and registration

of women cooperatives should be removed.
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functions which they cannot undertake as individuals, help to provide some services

members, operate on a group basis to provide solutions to their problems, and do§
business for the motive of service and not for profit making. Cooperative is a voluntap
organization in which people come together on the basis of equality for the protection (-
their economic interest (Ugochukwu, 2002).

Cooperative societies play important roles in agricultural activities both at the “on” fap,
and the “off” farm levels (USAID, 2005) with the involvement of both men and womep,
Women are strong contributors to the economy and major contributors to agricultural work
force globally. In recent years, there has been an increasing recognition of the need t,
integrate women into the mainstream of development efforts. Women form one of the
segments of the society that is proportionally represented below the poverty line. A sligh
majority (52%) of Nigerian population are women, and 70% of the women live in rur
areas (Olawale, 2012; Matthew, 2006). Participation in income-generating activities is
vital interest to women throughout the developing world. Women participate in thos
activities which they feel will bring increased income, which they could use to suppleme
whatever is available or brought in by their spouses. In some cases, however, the wome
are the breadwinners of the family (Pavin, 2005 and Pales, 2010).

The level of women participation in co-operative societies seems inadequate, considering
its existence in Nigeria for over half a century. Historically, scientific knowledge and
technical skills of any given population or society spread significantly through formal and
non-formal agricultural extension educational and cooperative systems. However, this
does not consistently happen amongst women. There is therefore a need to analyse and
understand the complex socio-economic, socio-cultural and religious factors that
determine women membership of a cooperative society, and how these affect their income
generation capability (Idrisa et al, 2007). Nigerian government has over the years,
contributed very much in encouraging the formation of programmes which are directed
towards improving the economic status of women in the rural populace. However, this has
yielded little results (Matthew, 2011).

It is important to note that in most countries, there are formal and informal prejudices about
what women can and cannot do. This situation sometimes prevents women from full
participation in cooperatives activities. Laws, and even cooperative rules and by-laws can
sometimes hinder women's membership in cooperative societies; religious rules and
tradition also affect women's partlc.:lpation in cooperatives ( Mukhar, 2009; Ogunlela and
Mukhar, 2009: Lee et al., 2010; Idrisa e al., 2007 and IFPRI, 2010). There is usually a wide
information gap between the government's intervention programmes and rural women's
access to such informatio_n. This gap can only be reduced through women coming together
for accessing information and for empowerment through active participation i

cooperative societies.

There are lots of benefits that can be derived from women B ation in coopersti™®
societies. First and foremost, women are empowered. Women empowerment is B s
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X.= Farmsize(Ha)

X.=  yearsof cooperative membership experience (years)
=  Education (No. of years spent in formal edu.)

=  Intercept

b, b,= parametersto be estimated

X,-X.=explanatory variable

C= €rTor term

Hypothesis testing

H,: There is no significant difference in income of the women before and after participatio;
In cooperative societies. This was achieved using t- test.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The socio-economic characteristics of respondents in the study are shown in Table | .

Table I: Socio- economic characteristics of respondents

Variables Frequency Percentage
Age

Below 21years 4 3.64
21-30 17 1545
3140 59 47.27
41-50 32 29.09
51 and above 5 455
Marital status

Married 99 90.0
Single 2 1.82
Divorced 3 2.73
Separated 2 1.82
Widowed 4 3.64
Household Size

1-5 30 2790
6-10 52 4727
11-15 22 20.0
16-20 6 5.45

Education Level

s o 36.36
Secondary 26 e
pi = 11.82
Adult Education 1 0o

Non- formal education 30 2727

Primary occupation 57

Farming 39 518
Trading 14 355
Civil servant 12.7

Source: Field survey, 2015
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Table 3: Benefits derived from women participation in cooperatiye associations

Benefits Frequency* Percentage
Receiving assistance 65 59.0
Access to credit 49 455
Access to new technology 40 394
Acquisition of agricultural input 13 11.8
Interaction with others 8 1.3

Source: Field Survey, 2015. *Multiple responses

The major benefit derived by the respondents participating in cooperatives was fo:
receiving assistance from governments, NGOs, donor agencies, (59%), and having acces:
to loans or credits (44.5%). This is not surprising because the current trend by which peopl.
benefit from either government or non-governmental organizations is throug!
cooperatives. Also about 39.4% of the respondents claimed that their major benefits fo
participating in cooperative societies was for learning new agricultural technologies whic'
directly or indirectly affected their output, income and consequently their standard o
living. This is consistent with the findings of Egbenayabuwa and Ighoro (2012) who foun:
that women participated in agricultural cooperatives for increased income generation anc
consequently for poverty alleviation

Constraints to women's participation in cooperative associations

Table 4 shows the various constraints encountered by women during participation in
cooperative societies
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CONCLLSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
HCONCILESION
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations were made for promoting women participation ip
cooperative societies.

8

Women should be persuaded to be more active in cgopergtive activities by =
government and non-governmental organizations working with women groups
for economic empowerment. '

Government, non-governmental and donor agencies should be encouraged to give
more priority to women cooperative societies. . .
Government at all levels should set up administrative supervisory machinery that
will ensure that the activities of agricultural cooperatives are properly supervised {
to ensure that unnecessary bureaucratic bottlenecks in the formation and
registration of cooperatives are relaxed removed.
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