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GTUDENT’S PERSONAL SKILLS REQUIRED FOR VIRTUAL
1 EARNING TN NIGER STATE TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS

1 Abdulkadir, M., Garba, A. U., SAN], T. A. 27ubairu AL A.
. ".T.E Dept, FUT Minna
Science Education, FUT Minna

"\hstr:ft,}\v /(;(-u.\'vd on student’s personal skills required for virtual learning in Niger State
. ,.\f]};.sn'mfion. P(”'SO””/ S.kil/b‘ are essential to enable students succeeds in virtual
g, Three rescarch questions guided the study and a total number of 54 copies of
questionnaire with five point likert scale were distributed and used to elicit
,b,-;nurion Jrom the "@SIJOITdeflfS .and all the copies were retrieved given a return rate of
00% Mean and standard devz_anon were employed to answer the research questions. A
seriplive survey ”eséa"c'h dGSlg’_l was adopted for the study; it was found that .teclmical
‘hramt‘}’ skills, self-motivat ional skills and personal commitment skills were needed for virtual
oarning I was also recommended that students should endeavor to attend training

ranized by the college, private agencies and government agencies 10 increase

'?I'(?QI'(H?HHC’ org ;
heir level f PGI‘Sonal skills to enable them become proficient users of technological system

at their disposal.

1ntroduc(ion o '
In the present days Nigera, there is a general demand for functional education, the important

ole of technology to the present and future human existence cannot be OVer emphasized, the
cocio-economic and technological development of any community Of nation hinge on the
jevel of qualitative cducational attainment of the citizens, Niger State as a developing state
can only achieve this by exposing her students at the tertiary “nstitutions to Virtual learning,
the success of this instructional technique depends on the students personal skills. These
ills are SO essential for every 21% century child as a knowledge explorer. Okorie, (2001)
defined skills as €ase, rapidity and precision usually of muscular action, Garrison (1997) also
sees skills as the ability 10 do something well arising from talents, training Or practice. Skills
are of different types, they include academic skills, occupational/technical skills and
employability ckills. An efficient skill developed raises hope for better utilization of
resources for the nation’s industrial growth and development. »

Personal skills are those skills that an individual should posses to enable him/her succeed in a
kills are the Technical literacy skills, self-motivational

Virtual leamning environment; these s
skills, effective personal written communication skills, independent learning skills and
personal commitment skills, Crowley, (2002). Personal skills are so essential to students in

lertiary institutions to mitigate the impact of the current population explosion and poverty,

which has amounted to massive unemployment in many developing countries; these can be

'edUC}?d by providing environment from which to engage student proactively in finding
solutions to the problems and challenges they learn about in the classrooms.

Virtual learning holds great potential in supporting and augmenting existing educational as

Wg]] as National development efforts. Virtual learning instructional technique is still face
;vnh several problems, if these problems are not addressed the effectiveness of any Virtual
"’t””““g programme will be reduced considerably and will not be adequately replicated both
U the Sinve of mational levels. Virtual learning has a key role o play as an enabler o help

better : . . e
tier manage complex information flow and to integrate them towards the maximization of

. - B

253

Scanned with CamScanner



yot L remamm e v & o . - .
e - y. -
- - - - p— .
— g E & L 45 - - - _
1 =~ - - e T
s e e I =1 53 aim ~ % S e " &
—— - - — e p— 4 iy
o st THEMCIETN il a— - 2 ; g -
- - s _m P T L z -

- . —— §1 e - . -5
e 54 . - - .
— - —gryr T 4 el 1S 81 - AL IRY oma =

FOONE SSTIE T OO TR
Z IRCESERSS : .:F“__ ‘\‘_‘t‘.; &SI

E o = = - - ~—a
s e swm e mme— e mme e —e = s R —
a2 3T SAINTE Bl il o8 TRETRAN SA ISGOLFTE Oh .
= . . . =
> i Sy L I b
>3 S et =

~ Fapn>

_ ~ ~ = ~Ti

S I - a - - - - - - =~

b I et s I =z Sl remrrresd By omdents 1 NISeT DT LOR:
— se——— A S LTI O STl - ems-

Sr———
cw————— .

Scanned with CamScanner




\-\TT""- nozal \-l"“'l Con

[12Tes “Beane X431

3% =

~ument for Data Collection: The .

= T r—te—— eno D S 3 z = ———— =
ln‘. ¥ S B UUIICTIL TSed 3 =
w? e
e tmfAaratran thar ==l s N
o ied 3 Q C.-s-- Ul lCL el T2 DT = =
L S UK UETCT
gesic

ar3— 7 <

sn and Standarc \.-\
m\““ ana >

Method of Data Analy 5.5

. S = ez
- e S nal techmeal Fierory bl —rsad Lo
What 18 e personal wChmcal URTeCy sl regumsd by
Rhat 1S ) - )
R . i ——

N I N s, T TSl
T —— Y ~ 3,
-2

I S

OOl &nC L) .4 & :_ 3r 2R

= — =
Abilitv 10 Start, ebodt and | LU 1 11 6

17 (15 (12 16 (4 3 360 115 Regm=o
2 = o —— e - -——— -
17 12 |12 6 |5 |32 358 139 Regumeed
: NN
| i edits rows and | 18 i3 8 |5 (542135513
document and edits TOWS and 13
columns I S S

I~
‘
J
[V
(Y]
N
-
]
)
‘
i
|
1

[
(4
[SH
(%]
f
5
et
(17
e
[§
-
=1
'
!
[
i
'
/
[}
|
[
(

5§ | Abihty 10
Gocument and eCits TOWS 21

Tyir 3

= e D3
s i 17 s 17 4 S2i362 110 ReguEmsC
ity t yndersiand | L 23 i1
6 :‘*.Chlt‘- 0 ynaersi2

animation of MOVEmENnL i _

16 2 110 18 16 (313531 13> Reqgumaad
£ -2 znd 1§ 1= J4 L &

Ability to vary font, siz€ enc

anvle

Research Question 2 ieation sikill required by smdemss I Niger Sae
What is the persomal effectve comm..h non s |

tertiary institutions for virrual learning?

= e

Scanned with CamScanner



x p Jubilee) “Benue 2012%
NATT 25™ Annual National Conference (Silver. )

I'able 2
Mean responscs of stude

Niger State | fertiary institutions. ..
SN0 L] ffective (ummunimlinu VIR | HR

s effective communication skills required for virtual lv;nmn,.

ARJLR|NRIN[X[SD | Remapy

in

skills I T I e, -
N \lE:lhl\h!vx_»_ﬁ:cﬁ_th (mn_p\it-u 10 13 (18 0 54 (3.5 | 1.6 Requireg
! , 1o spull and prammar check
H10 tevise your work
Cll lulm to create, send, |15 T4 12 |9 4 541 3.55 | 123 | Required”
'ton\md reply and save e-
| mail messages [ AN N S S S SR
it | 73 (11 |9 |6 |54]341[1.34] Fairly

10 | Ability to use talk or chat | 15
- features for  real-time
communication | | O
! Ability  to  read and | 2] 13 [12 |6 |2 54 1 3.5 |0.85] Requires |

»unduct ind  text messages

required

| clearly | ) —
T2 TAbility to use electronic | 15 13 112 |8 |6 |54|3.5 |1.33| Required
i mailing lists for
' communication
T 12 5413.79| 1.2 | Required

Ability to understand the | 20 15 |10

‘ purpose of a Browser
" Ability to use keyboard ina | 17 15 (12 |6 (4 54 | 3.66 | 1.27 | Required

|
simple search

-
)

F &N

Research Question 3
What are the independent leaming skills required by

mstituntions for virtual leamning?

students in Niger Statc tertiary

Table 3
\Mean responses of students independent leaming skills required for virtual learning in Niger

State tertiary institutions.
Srno Independent learners
skills required
13 Ability to always work | 18 12 |10 [8 |4 |54 |3.52]1.33 Required

within schedule time when

'"VHR [HR AR |LR|[NR [N [ X |[SD | Remark

[ ' !
e
|

L leamning f
T TAbliy 10 set and realize |18 |15 |10 |7 |4 |54 |3.61 | 144 Required
cozls and objectives when |
learning l |
| | |
17 Abiliy 1o work in! 19 14 (11 |7 |3 54 [3471]136 Rc,quxr“d jired |
collaboration with other | |
students virelly through ! o | A |
¢-mail corrc:pond:nce ' ; i I ‘, |
I8 Ability to look forward to {20 |14 |12 | 5 13 1 54 | 3.78 1 ] 7m

_growing and developing |
S
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virtual 4 54 13.7211.27 | Required |

9 };no“’]Cd ge from

jcarning situation to real

life situations

_—piity to access the | 19 131 ; |
Y information needed  for 713 154 |3.68 124 Required

problem solving virtually

oty o use  selfp 1714 e TS Tsa 357 109chuir9d:

management strategies such
as self discipline to allocate
{ime and 1esources |

—

Discussion
Research Question 1 was designed to find out the personal technical literacy skills required

py students in Niger State tertiary institutions to enable them to succeed in virtual learning
Results of the study revealed that the ability to start, reboot and shut down a computer ability;
10 Log on to the Intemnet, ability to print a word processing document, ability to add a ,table to
2 document and edits rows and columns, ability to understand anim,ation of movement and
he ability to vary font, size and style are all in agreement with Owen (2003) and Osinem &
Nwoji (2005) that technological literacy is knowledge about what technology is, how it
works, what purpose it can serve and how it can be used efficiently and effectively to achieve

specific goals.

Research Question 1T was designed to find out the effective communication skills required
by students in Niger State tertiary institutions to enable them succeed in virtual learning.
Result of the study revealed that the ability to use the computer to spell and grammar check

10 revise your work, ability to create, send, forward reply and save e-mail messages, ability to

use talk or chat features for real-time communication, ability to read and understand text

messages clearly, ability to use electronic mailing lists for communication, ability to
understand the purpose of a browser and ability to use keyboard in a simple search are all in
line with Rushkoff (1999), that in today’s wired networked society it 1s imperative that
students learn to communicate effectively using a Tange of media, technology and
environment. This include both synchronous and asynchronous comm_unicatior}s, such as
person to person to e-mail correspondence, phone or audio communication and interactions
through simulations and models, several of these acquired knowledge of etiquette are unique

{0 their independent leamning skills.

signed to find out the independent Jearning skills required by
ble them succeed in virtual learning. Result

k within schedule time when learning,
ability to work in collaboration

Rescarch Question 111 was de
students in Niger State tertiaty institutions to ena
of the study revealed that the ability to always wor

ability 10 set and realize goals and objectives when learning, i
with other students virtually through e-mail correspondence, ability to look forward to

gowing and developing one’s full potentials when learning, ability o transfer knowledge

from vi ot 1 life situations ability to access the information needed
rtual leaming situation 10 fE " self management strategies such as self

for proble i i ility to use s€

: m solving virtually and the ability 10 5% : ) p
discipline to alloca%e time and resources are all in line with Honliogk (?\mril I?Ceat;; i&?OO_rz),cte};z;t
independent learners are responsible OWNErs and m f their ow gp :
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ate their cognitive learning strategies). ereby

iduals have th

pendent le
al setting, TeSOUTCes

aluates and regul

such indiv
purpose inde
including soci
Jearners monitor, ev
study, the following conclusions were dr,
uire personal technical literacy skills in Or(rj‘;‘:’:r:

0

students in Niger State ter echr
become proficient user of the technological systems at their disposals to enable them ¢
with this modemn instructional techniques. The willingness 10 make mistakes, ady Cf)pc
ositions, tackle extremely challenging problems W.(;catc

in virtual learning. Ithout

ntional or unpopular P
dents to make a head way

Conclusion .
RBased on the analysis and findings of this
tiary institutions 1¢q

unconve
obvious embraced by all stu

Recommendations
The following are recommended:

Formulation of policies to encourage the development of personal skills in terti
iary

ty from depending to self — reliance.

4.
] institutions. This will change our socie
3 Establishment of training centers for students in tertiary institutions to acquj
persoqal skills. This will make the students to perfect their personal skills and ; S
proficient users of technological systems. S
0. Students should endeavour to attend training programime organized by gove
This will increase their level of p::;]sg]t

ag_encies and other private organizations.
skills making them to be multi-skilled, effective,

their employability in the labour market.

proficient and productive enhancing
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