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¢s and Extension Technology.
: ecﬁnology, Minna

of farmers for sustainable poverty alleviation in Niger State.
5 respondents were randomly and proportlor‘la@,\ selected from three
i interview schedule with reliability coefficient of 0.82 was used to
naly g usﬁ‘ig descriptive and inferential statistics. Result of .lhe slud_'._re\'ealed
no formal education, while crop (96.00%) and livestock farming (67.45%) were
ities of the respondents for poverty alleviation. The mean annual income of the
: r areas of capacity building needs of the respondents for poverty alleviation include
farming as well as sustainable fishing strategies. Socio-economic characteristics such as age
size (r-0.312) and cooperative membership (1=0.307) had significant correlation with involvement
livelihood activities. Therefore, sensitization of farmers on diverse agricultural livelihoods was
ﬁﬂﬂiee them obtain more opportunities for sustainable development and poverty alleviation. Also. the
; m the need to consider age. family size and cooperative membership of farmers when planning
g agricultural poverty alleviation programmes in the State. N

TRODUCTION R — T e — e
Poverty is one of the most seri in Ni h
e Sl rious problem i AT : .
today. Despite the efforts of vario sty Nigeria  poverty. if they are given the necessary services and
independence to date poverty a!;‘znggo»tﬁmmcnts[; fr;l)m Support. According to them. for each per(':cm e
been on the icrease. oy € people has in agricultural yield. there ; :
ase. Available data indj ; yield. there is 0.6% to 1.2% reduction :
1960 the poverty feye ; indicated that by poverty. Also, W g e
in the country covers gb ) Y- Also. World Bank (2007) reported th -
percent of the population €IS about 15 reduced poverty ; ported that Ghana
and by 1980 it ore poverty among rural farmers by 240
the : grew 1o 28 1990 and 2005 A S 0y 24% between
poverty level was 46 percent, By - OO?- mainly through capacity building in
powerment. [t is the recognition ¢ i

age growth

f the role

o7 cri o
10 s?lg\irc;r;tt and there e 4 numbcrao%rrceztll)', 1:1] iy
the prese Indication
Ad Nt poverty | S Notwiths
(Ademola er g/ 991y, ¢ Y level has gone anding the apparepy id of
according 19 (g everal reasons ¢ Poverty alleviatio Widespread of agricult
& from bejpg &?13(1995) agricultyrg) pl:nl for this Niger  Stage h | Programmes in States Pam: | lum]
{0 i : otentials : as  not Cularly iy
implication 1 Y realized g th are  systa vield th X In
B O povery e 1S hag unpal Inable poverty o ¢ deS“Cd resul .
CConomi Poverty alleviag; Palatable  jnq Y alleviatjo s sult of
vel on ang i Icated ¢ n. Unite
Briculure i ao\?.mem, Unlike : SUstainable i) undehat World ag; iculture in d Nations (2009)
*%eneraﬁc,n 0 1l role jn ¢, loy nt; dsectors, changes oir(}), far-reachino il € coming 50 vears
or indyg € Provis; nd inco Which st . MC  and. physic
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Particulay o OTC:  agrj reign  ex Olles (2002) poir v Straints ¢ Baiaes
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“al capgcj 0) 4 - Treshy, g
it um hor ater ecogy
Y 10 redyce o 31'1 Popu| B €r Stressed qp, Osystems
SOurce at gr,
s, Nereasing pr growth jp
29 n it €ssure op Natura]
System i, .
\'arlou,..

Generated by CamScanner




rging Trends in Economics

i projects without duc lcon_sidcr.lli(m for
‘ wstainability. Thus, the task of
resources sus ; s = e
» development and poverty aliulglm; l'?d'
sleting resources requires capacity bul u’1g
relevant stakeholders an_d organizations cin
othen, create. adapt and n?amtam c':apacn_\ _our
th the objective of assuring sustainable gl(}\\?h
improving the lives of the stakeholders ([‘.I‘leff.
- 2006: Issa er al., 2010). While lending cred'encc to 1.h|s
on, Iliyasu (2010) argued that capacity building
- then institutions and improve access of farmers 10
ervices. The researcher further added that capacity
‘puilding supported the development of cn\'in.‘onmcmal
friendly. low-risk. low-cost technologics and
management practices relelvam to farmers. It is c->fpcclp(1
 that capacity building will pl‘(?\'lde opportunitics for
~ farmers 10 acquire skills. put skills to producu\'-e' use as
el as develop good mental and physical abilities to
- give the maximum output for development and p()\'erl.)‘
" allcviation on sustainable bases.It is against this
i background that this study was carried out 10 pr.ov-ldc
~ empirical research information on capacity building
" needs of farmers. This will likely result into formidable
i policy foundation block f_or sustainable poverty
alleviation in the State and nation at large. The usage of
the study’s findings would be in the area of knowledge
* development and design of relevant capacity building
. swrategy for sustainable development and poverty
alleviation based on the need of the farmers.The specific
bjectives of the study arc to:
describe  socio-economic characteristics of the
respondents:
determine agricultural livelihood activities of the
respondents for poverty alleviation:
ascertain annual income of the respondents:
identify areas of capacity building needs of
respondents for sustainable poverty alleviation: and
determine relationship between socio-economic
characteristics of respondents and involvement in
agricultural activities.

HODOLOGY

T Stgle falls within Guinea Savanna ecological zone
igeria. The State lies between latitudes 8°22" and
O'N and longitudes 3°30° and 7°20°E. Annual
1of th(;1 State range from 1600mm in the south to

M In the north with average monthly tem
r : perature
! f]abc?ui 23°C 1o QQ'C. The major occupation of
, h? is crop ar3d livestock farming (Niger State
aphic lnform;mon System. 2007). The sample
: Y Was based on the agricultural
in the State. In line wigp this consideration, 3
o ont fAreas (Katcha, Wushishi and
Ay ncﬂ ‘rom cach agricultural zone in the
Y sclected. Ihercafier. 3 villages
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were randomly chosen from cach LGA to obtain 9
villages in*all. Based on the population of farmers in
each village. a total of 375 respondents  were

pmpm'lionalcl\ sampled for the study from established
sampling frame of 3750 farmers

A validated interview schedule which was subjected 1o
Cronbach’s Alpha reliability test (r=0.82) was used to
collect data in February, 2014 of which age and
educational level were measured in years, uhﬂc
cooperative membership and sex werc mpasurud in
dummy and household size was measured in number,
Livelihood activities were determined by asking the
respondents to indicate the number of agricultural
activitics they partake in. Annual income was measured
in naira. Capacity building needs was measured by
using a 4-point Likert scale of great need =4. some
ncch=3. little need =2 and no need = 1. In calculating
the capacity building needs. the values of the scale
(142+3+4) were summed up to obtain 10.7] he sum was
further divided by 4 to get 2.5 which is the mean. Any
area of capacity building with a mean scorc of 2.5 and
above depicts major need of capacity building and any
area with mean less than 2.5 was regarded as minor
need of capacity building. The data collected for
objectives 1. 2. 3 and 4 were analyzed using descriptive
statistics (frequency, percentage and mean) while
objective 5 was achieved using inferential statistics
(correlation analysis). This study was limited to only
three Local Government Areas of Niger State Nigeria.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Socio-Economic Characteristics of Respondents

The result in Table 1 showed that more than hali
(52.00%) of the respondents were within the ages of 31-
40years. This implies that the respondents are still in
their active productive ages which would be
instrumental to poverty alleviation and quest to build
capacity. Figure in Table 1 also revealed that majority
(53.34%) of the respondents had houschold size of 16 to
25 members. The large family size of the respondents is
expected to motivate them to participate in many
economic activities to alleviate poverty. In addition.
Table 1 indicated that 73.87% of the respondents were
male while 26.13% were female. Similarly, Table 1
revealed that 54.14% of the respondents were members
of cooperative societies and the remaining 45.86% were
not members. Furthermore. Table 1 showed that
majority (36.00) of the respondents hgd no formal
education. This low educational status may pose serious
problems that may affect farmers’ capacity building. In
bult|"essing this point, Umar er al. (2009) stressed that
acquisition of formal education is necessary for every
person in respective of occupational profession.
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~ overexploitation of natural stock, which the
stressed. is geting to its limit. These :::r:n de\:‘t:
 followed by climate change (3.15): which augms that
the respondents are in need of capacity building on
climate change adaptation strategies for sustainable
uetion _nn'd poverty alleviation. Other areas of
: w.clty building needs were food processing (3.03)
3 mw"‘}“” (?.63). sustainable forest product ulilizatiot;
~ (2.58) and apiculture (2.51). Attending to thesc areas of
-~ needs will go a long way in building farmers’ capacity
for improved production and sustainable povert}

eviation among farmers in the study area.

—

Table 4: Capacity building needs of respondents for
gustainable poverty alleviation

Capocity buildingneeds _ Mean _ Remark
1 estock faqmng 334 Major need
Food processing 303 Major need
culture 2.63 Major need
op farming 3.70 Major need
Marketing of product 1.69 Minor need
stainable forest product utilization 2.58 Major need
lture ‘ 251 Major need
al traction business 226 Minor need
ale change 315 Major need
input business 1.72 Minor need
\nable fishing strategies 327 Major need

ource: Field survey. 2014

onship between Socio-economic
haracteristics of Respondents and Involvement in
oricultural Activities for Poverty Alleviation
ﬁghown in Table 5. age (0.392). family size (0.312)
d cooperative membership (0.307) had significant
lation with involvement of respondents in
lwural activities; indicating that one unit increase
hese socio-cconomic variables will lead to
olvement of farmers in more agricultural activities in
1o alleviate poverty. Involvement of farmers in
organizations especially cooperative societies
ance reception of government assistance in
f loans, subsidies and other services. It also
forum for capacity building. In an carlier study.
la (1993) reported that onc of the most important
s determining the level of involvement of farmers
icultural livelihood activities is the size of family.

~ 5: Relationship  between socio-economic
stics of respundents and involvement in

ral activities for poverty alleviation
nomic chara : ~ Correlation values
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CONCLUSION
Based on the findings. it was concluded that crop and

livestock farming was the common livelihood activities
of the respondents for poverty alleviation. The annual
mean income from livelihood activities of the
respondents  was N152.436. While major areas of
capacity  building needs of the respondents for
sustainable poverty alleviation include crop. liv cslqck
and fish farming. Age. family sizc and cooperative
membership had correlation with involvement of
respondents in livelihood activities.

RECOMMENDATIONS )
Sensitization of farmers on diverse livelihood activities
should be carried out to cnable them obtain more
opportunities for sustainable development and po\.t‘ﬂ.‘
alleviation. Specifically. more emphasis should be gi® en
to food processing. aquaculture and apiculture.

action business 15 an
neration for povert
empowered. This

Finding revealed that animal r
alternative source of income ge
alleviation. Thus, farmers should be
could come in form of loans through the State’s Povert}
Alleviation Programme. To facilitate this. le{’m'Cl‘b
should be encouraged to form viable assoqalmﬂ
through which traction animals could be made av ailable.
Capacity building strategy in the area of crop and
livestock farming would involve pro ision of improv eq
crop varieties and animal breeds. To enhance farmers
access to improved crop varieties. communities and
associations should be encouraged t© establish their own
secd farms while the government offers them the

necessary technical support.

ation is crucial to
building
areness

Education and information dissemin
sustainable development. Thereforc. capacity
strategy for fishing should focus on creating aw
on sustainable fishing strategies such as nonc usc of
explosives. poisons and compliance with gear control.
declaration of fish catch and closed area/season
regulations. Also. marketing information and skills
needed for aquaculture, fisheries. forest product
utilization and climate change management should be
disseminated. This could be achieved through
demonstration by skilled extension workers who should
pay on-farm visit to the farmers regularly.

To build farmers capacity for more productivity for
sustainable development and poverty alleviation in the
area. govt_arn-men‘t,. non-governmental organisations and
even patriotic citizens should embark on pm\if ok
re.lcvam productive asscts and infrastructural f; »"}"ﬂ. e
Given l.hSi poverty level of the farmers lhcl prL:Lillm'U\

AN 9y Oodu :
assets and technologies should be provided e

highly subsidized prices. as loans at
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