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Opening
Distinguished scholars, esteemed colleagues, representatives of LIBSENSE, members of the university community, postgraduate students, researchers, and all participants joining us online, good morning.
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Federal University of Technology, Minna (FUTMINNA), as we join the global academic community to commemorate International Open Access Week 2026 under the thought-provoking theme, “The Cost of Knowledge.”
On behalf of the University Management and University Library Services, I warmly welcome you to this important engagement. I also extend my sincere appreciation to our partners and collaborators whose commitment to open scholarship continues to create opportunities for researchers, students, institutions, and communities to access, share, and benefit from knowledge.
The Cost of Knowledge
Distinguished participants, knowledge is among the most valuable resources of any society. It drives innovation, supports evidence-informed decision-making, advances education, and helps address complex social, economic, scientific, and technological challenges. Yet, despite its importance to development, access to scholarly knowledge remains unequal.
The costs associated with scholarly publishing, including journal subscriptions, database access, and article processing charges, can prevent researchers and students, particularly those in resource-constrained institutions, from accessing research or disseminating their own findings. The central question is therefore not simply how much knowledge costs, but who bears those costs, who can afford access, who is able to contribute to scholarly conversations, and who risks being excluded.
The theme, “The Cost of Knowledge,” invites us to reflect critically on the financial, institutional, technological, and social barriers that shape the production, dissemination, and use of scholarly information. It also challenges us to pursue sustainable and equitable alternatives that enable knowledge to serve the public good.
As a university committed to science, technology, innovation, and national development, FUTMINNA recognises the importance of making research findings visible, accessible, discoverable, and reusable. Research should not remain inaccessible behind avoidable barriers when it has the potential to improve lives, inform policy, stimulate innovation, and support further discoveries.
Open Access and the Responsibility of University Libraries
University libraries have a strategic responsibility in advancing this vision. Our role extends beyond acquiring, organising, preserving, and providing access to information resources. We must also support the creation, dissemination, preservation, and responsible reuse of scholarly knowledge.
Through institutional repositories, open educational resources, open research practices, digital literacy programmes, research data management, and scholarly communication support, university libraries can help reduce barriers to knowledge and strengthen the visibility and impact of research produced within our institutions.
Open access must, however, be pursued responsibly. We must promote credible publishing practices, respect copyright and licensing requirements, protect research integrity, and help researchers distinguish legitimate publishing opportunities from exploitative or predatory outlets. Making research openly available must go hand in hand with maintaining scholarly quality and ethical standards.
Launch of the FUTMINNA/LIBSENSE Open Science Community of Practice
A major highlight of today’s programme is the launch of the FUTMINNA/LIBSENSE Open Science Community of Practice. This initiative offers an important opportunity to strengthen collaboration among librarians, researchers, postgraduate students, academic staff, and other stakeholders committed to advancing open science and scholarly communication.
A community of practice should be more than a name or formal structure. It should serve as a platform for continuous learning, experience-sharing, capacity development, collaboration, and the practical adoption of open research principles.
I encourage members of the university community to participate actively, share experiences, identify institutional challenges, and work together to develop practical solutions. Let us use this community to build the skills, partnerships, and institutional culture needed to make open science a meaningful part of our research and teaching activities.
I also acknowledge LIBSENSE’s contribution to strengthening the capacity of African research and education institutions to engage with open science and improve access to scholarly knowledge.
Toolkit for Diamond Open Access Journals for Postgraduate Students
Another important feature of today’s programme is the presentation of a toolkit on Diamond Open Access journals, with particular relevance to our postgraduate students.
Diamond Open Access is a publishing model in which readers do not pay subscription fees and authors are not charged article processing fees. When appropriately supported and sustainably managed, this model can reduce financial barriers for both readers and authors.
This is especially significant for postgraduate students. Many conduct valuable research but may not have the financial resources required to publish in journals that charge substantial processing fees. A clear and practical toolkit can help students understand the Diamond Open Access model, identify appropriate publishing opportunities, and appreciate the requirements for credible scholarly dissemination.
I encourage postgraduate students to make full use of this resource. I also urge supervisors, research coordinators, academic librarians, and journal editors to support students in identifying reputable journals, preparing high-quality manuscripts, understanding publishing ethics, and making informed decisions about where and how to publish.
At the same time, we must recognise that Diamond Open Access is not cost-free. Editorial management, peer-review coordination, digital infrastructure, preservation, and long-term sustainability all require resources. Our task is to explore collaborative, institutional, and community-supported approaches that can make this model viable over time.
A Call to Collective Action
Distinguished participants, the success of open access cannot rest on libraries alone. It requires the collective commitment of university management, researchers, publishers, funding agencies, librarians, students, and policymakers.
We must consider practical questions: How can we strengthen our institutional repository? How can we encourage responsible open access publishing? How can we improve the visibility of research produced at FUTMINNA? How can we support postgraduate students who lack the resources to publish? And how can we ensure that openness does not compromise quality, research ethics, or sustainability?
I invite everyone participating in this programme to approach today’s discussions with open minds and a commitment to action. Let us move beyond identifying barriers to knowledge and begin developing workable responses within our institutions and professional communities.
On behalf of the University Library Services, I reaffirm our commitment to supporting access to scholarly information, strengthening research visibility, developing information and digital literacy, and promoting responsible and sustainable scholarly communication in line with the university’s academic and research mission.
Conclusion
Distinguished colleagues and participants, the true value of knowledge is realised when it can be discovered, accessed, understood, shared, and used to improve lives. The cost of knowledge should therefore be measured not only in financial terms, but also in the opportunities lost when knowledge remains inaccessible to those who need it.
Let us work together to make knowledge more accessible, research more visible, publishing more equitable, and scholarship more inclusive.
Once again, I welcome you to International Open Access Week 2026 at the Federal University of Technology, Minna. I thank our partners, organisers, speakers, and participants for making this engagement possible.
It is now my pleasure to formally declare this programme open. I wish us fruitful deliberations and a successful launch of the FUTMINNA/LIBSENSE Open Science Community of Practice.
Thank you for your attention.
Long live FUTMINNA.
Long live open scholarship.
Thank you, and welcome.
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