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EDITORIAL

Journal of Information an
rTlli];eriaﬂ Library ASSOCiation,N(:gle{re ;?:treczh:dinage"‘.e'}‘ (JIRM) is the official publication of the
published in 2026. It is a great joy to aCknowrl)eZL This is volume 11 number 1 edition of the journal
continued supports from the executives and men %e e gimage fec‘elved from the authors and the
roduction of this edition. Also, the eillgha nbers of the Assoglatlon. To God be lhe' glqry on the
bers, advisers and peer revi rating and encouraging efforts of our Editorial Board
e ; \ewers are highly commendable. More importantly, I want register
found gratitude to Dr. Sad g porantiy, 1 reg
my pro : adiat Adetoro Salau and Mrs Rukaiya Musa, the Managing Editor and
Assistant for a job well done. Specifically, Dr. Adet N i
ational support and ass; I oro Salau has been very resourceful. In adqnlon,
the motivational support and assistance received from the Executi b f the Nigerian Library
iation, Niger State chapter led b utive members o g
Assoct dition of the j P Y Dr. Baba Adamu CLN cannot be over emphasised.
In this editio d Journal, there are twenty - nine (29) articles written by erudite scholars and which
revolved on }r{no ern and fundamental trends in library and information services. The first article is
on Human Resource Development and Utilisation of Electronic Information Resources among
Library and Inf:Ol'm{ithn Science Students at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria authored by Victoria
Olubola _Fadeyl while the seconfl article is on Effect of Digital Literacy on Students' Utilisation of
Elef:tr(_)mc‘!{esources at the National Open University of Nigeria by Mercy Enefu Okwoli, Ifeoma
Abigail Ajie and Rahlla.Racha«:l Hassan. The peer of Emmanuel Tunde Makinde and Florence
Agbese wrote on Assessing the Selection, Acquisition, and Accreditation Processes of Academic
Libraries in North-central Nigeria.
The article of Osoria Iziegbe and Blessing Chika Funom focussed on User Satisfaction and
Challenges of ICT Infrastructure Deployment in Military Libraries in Abuja, Nigeria .The title
“Between Access and Attack: Cybersecurity and Data Privacy in Nigeria’s Public and Academic
Libraries” is written by Francis O. Anaeme, Ike Patricia C, Okoro Joy Uchenna and Oraekwe
Chidimma. In their contribution, Ukaegbu, Bernadette C. N. and Wagwu, Victor wrote on Artificial
Intelligence and Machine Learning in Libraries in Nigeria. The seventh article written by Busa,
Danlami Umar, Musa, Hussaini and Onyeabor, Grace addressed a Conceptual Framework for
Enhancing Library Support for Course Accreditation in Nigerian Universities. This was followed by
Interrogating the Integration Gap in Sustainable and Defensible Digital Preservation in Hybrid
Records Ecosystems authored by Habib Shehu, Patience Owerre Ekpang , Felicia Nkativ Undie and
Bukar Ibrahim.
Leveraging Artificial Intelligence to Improve Information Retrieval in Academic Libraries in Nigeria
is written by Abubakar Hadiza Oluwatayo' Achie Jessica Kakoushio, Mahmuda Bala: Mohammed,
Attahire: Mohammed Idris and Ibrahim Usman. The study of Omoyemi Philomena MIKE-RAJI
addressed the issue of Library Website Architecture and User Satisfaction in Two Selected Private
Universities in Osun State, Nigeria while Shagabe Nda, A. M. Obaje, F. C. Chike-Okoli and Hussaini
Musa’s works focused on Utilization of Online Information Resources by Undergraduate Students
for Academic Activities in Universities in Niger State, Nigeria. The next article is Information and
Communication Technology and Information Resource Utilisation in Determining Reading Habits
of Undergraduate Students in Federal Universities, North-central Nigeria: Conceptual Review written
by Abdulrahman Amadu, G. A. Babalola and M. A. Salubuyi.
The study on Artificial Intelligence Tools and Research Activities among Undergraduate Students in
Selected Universities in Lagos State, Nigeria is jointly written by Goshie, Rhoda Wusa, Matthew,
Winifred Dufia and Abu Ahmed Adamu. The next article was co-authored by Zakariyawu
Abduldayan, Fatimah Jibril Abduldayan and Amina Gogo Tafida which addressed Cultural Artefacts
Preservation in Developing Communities: Evidence from Bida, Nigeria while the study on Electronic
Information Resources and Utilization as Determinants of Research Competencies Among
Postgraduate Students in Library and Information Science in Universities, North-central Nigeria was
carried out by Mohammed, Attahiru, P.O. Chuks-Ibe and R.W. Goshie. The sixteenth article co-
authored by Igbinosa Clifford Osayomore, Igbinosa Clifford Osayomore and Benson Idahosa centred
on Strategies to Enhance the Organization of Legal Information Resources for Enhanced Access in
Academic Law Libraries in Nigeria Universities. The next article is on Assessing Entrepreneurship
vi
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Abstract .
This study examine
academic activities acro

targeted a population o : !
Minna), Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida

students’ use of online information resources and their engagement j,

: unsdselzﬁgs(ej:;::es in Niger State, Nigeria. GuideC! by seven research questmn§, the styg
f 41,850 undergraduates from Federal University of TechnoIOgy, Minna (Fy7

) University, Lapai IBBUL), and Air F orce/A!(U Minna. A stratifieq
random sample of 400 students was selected proPonional!y. Dat'a were collletcteciv ;ltshlnrgefli :[t)xi';Jictured Likert.
scale questionnaire, validated by library and information science expe 3, e ty .Conﬁm!e d
(Cronbach’s alpha > 0.70). Findings reveal moderate engagement in academic ac 1v1£1es using online
resources (Mean = 2.46-2.73), with individual tasks sucb as as§1g|?ment research (Mean = 2.?3) and exam
preparation (Mean = 2.73) more common than collaborative activities (Mean =2.46). Core online resour?es
e-books (Mean = 3.81), institutional repositories (Mean = 3.71), e-journals (Me?n = 3.61), apd online
databases (Mean = 3.27) are extensively used, while OPAC (Mean = 2.41) an.d 'onllne past question banks
(Mean = 2.31) remain underutilized. Key challenges include inadequate training (Mean = 4.20), access
restrictions (Mean = 4.13), and poor internet connectivity (Mean = 3.70). Strategies to improve usage, such
as training workshops (Mean = 4.05) and integration of online resources into courses (Mean = 4.03), received
strong support. The study concludes that while students actively use core online resources for individual
learning, collaborative and supplementary tools are underutilized, and recommends targeted interventions in
training, infrastructure, awareness, and resource access to optimize academic engagement.
Keywords: Utilisation, Online Information Resources, Undergraduate students; Academic activities

Introduction amounts of information regardless of geographical

Academic libraries have long been recognized as
critical components of higher education systems,
servi{lg as intellectual hubs that support teaching,
learning, and research activities. Traditionally,
these libraries relied heavily on print resources such
as textbooks, Jjournals, and reference materials.
However, the rapid advancement of information
apd_ communication technologies (ICT) has
sngmﬁcz'amly transformed  the landscape  of
academic libraries, leading to the emerge d
widespread adoption of onlin o i
€ information

s Institutiona] repositories
férl';le;tedxglzil platforms that provide tlmel); ::g
CCeSs  to  gchol i i
(T;l;?)n;xlskodi, 2020; Ani & Eden?r 1%1020)mformanon
a . . o :
resourc:,; :2;3 Integration of online information
sty c<::S;1cz:demlc libraries hasg enhanced
0 informatj i
e ation an(g
Sy asc er;]gagemem Librarjes now fu;:t‘ipmved
i Physical spaceg but algo it
8¢ centers that facilitate 7 DAl

aceess to yagt

nna

constraints. Studies have shown that access 10
digital resources contributes significantly 1
academic achievement by improving the quality of
research, assignments, and overall learning
outcomes (Abdullayeva, 2024; Bandara et
2021). The growing reliance on digital information
is further driven by the increasing adoption 0
online learning platforms and hybrid educatio”
systems in higher institutions (Alenezi et al., .2023 ;
Undergraduate students, in particular, constitute &
major user group of academic library resourcei
Their academic success is closely tied to ¢
ability to access and effectively utilize releV?“h
information  resources. ~ Online i"fomau’(:
resources  provide  undergraduates "
Opportunities for independent learning,
thinking, and up-to-date ~academic "
According to Anyim (2018), electronic i"“"ﬁinrs'
resources play a vital role in supporting ™ uick
learning and research activities by offeriné qials-
and convenient access to scholarly mate; 0
Similarly, Ani et al. (2022) found that 2°¢¢
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online information  resources
influences sludgt}ts' academic achiey
African universities.
Despite the advantages of online re
sudents’ utilisation pattems are inflye
se\"erﬂl (actors.. including awareness, accessibility,
gigital literacy, and attitudes toward technolo
The Technology Acceptance Mode| (TAM) pofi)(,'
that perceived usefulness and ease of yse determi s
individuals® adoption of informatjon SYste,:e
: i : . s
(Davis, 1989; Venkatesh & Davis, 2000). In the
context of academic libraries, students are more
likely to use online information resources if they
perceive them as beneficial and €asy to navigate
Empirical studies have confirmed that students
attitudes  and infonnation-seeking behaviors
significantly affect their use of library resources
(Ajegbomogun & Salaam, 2017; Ahmed & Salawu,
2021).
In Nigeria, academic libraries have increasingly
embraced digital  transformation through the
provision of online information resources to meet
the evolving needs of students and researchers,
University libraries now subscribe to various
electronic  databases and invest in digital
infrastructures to enhance access to scholarly
information (Aina, 2020; Olanlokun & Salisu,
2021). The utilisation of these resources has been
associated with improved academic performance,
enhanced research productivity, and increased
student engagement (Ogunbodede & Oribhabor,
2022; Adenariwo & Sulyman, 2022). However,
challenges such as poor internet connectivity,
inadequate funding, limited access to subscription
databases, and lack of user training continue to
hinder effective utilisation (Baro & Fyneman, 2021;
Emmachika et al., 2026).
Furthermore, there is evidence that students often
exhibit mixed preferences for print and electronic
resources. While some students prefer digital
formats due to convenience and accessibility, others
still favor print materials for deep reading and
comprehension (A folabi & Adegbilero-Iwari, 2021;
Mizrachi & Salaz, 2018). This hybrid pattern <_)f
resource use highlights the need for academic
libraries to maintain a balanced collection of both
print and electronic resources to support diverse
leaming preferences (Bassi & Camble, 2019).
In the context of Niger State, Nigeria, universities
such as the Federal University of Technology,
Minna, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University,
Lapai, and the Federal University of Education,
Kontagora have witnessed increasing student
enrolment and growing demand for academic
resources (FUT Minna, 2024; IBBU News, 2024).
This expansion underscores the importance of well-

Significantly
ement acrogg

sources,
nced by

93

Shagabe et al.

equipped academic libraries that can support
students’ academic activities through effective
provision and utilisation of online information
resources. However, anecdotal evidence suggests
that despite the availability of these resources, their
utilisation by undergraduate students may not be
optimal, and students may rely more on non-
scholarly internet sources.

Previous studies in Nigeria have largely focused on
general usage of electronic resources without
adequately examining their direct influence on
specific academic activities such as assignment
completion, research work, and examination
preparation (Abubakar & Arikpo, 2020; Igwe,
2020). Moreover, there is limited empirical research
that specifically addresses the situation in Niger
State universities, particularly among
undergraduate students. This creates a gap in
knowledge regarding how online information
resources influence academic activities within this
specific context.

Given the increasing importance of digital
information in higher education and the critical role
of academic libraries in facilitating access to such
information, it is necessary to investigate the extent
to which undergraduate students utilize online
information resources and how this utilisation
impacts their academic activities. This study,
therefore, seeks to examine the influence of
undergraduate students’ use of online information
resources in university libraries on academic
activities in universities in Niger State, Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem

The rapid advancement of information and
communication  technologies  (ICT)  has
significantly transformed academic libraries,
leading to the widespread availability of online
information resources such as electronic databases,
e-journals, and e-books. These resources are
expected to enhance students’ academic activities
by improving access to current and relevant
scholarly information (Thanuskodi, 2020; Ani &
Edem, 2020). In higher education, particularly
among undergraduate students, effective utilisation
of these resources is essential for academic success,
research development, and knowledge acquisition
(Anyim, 2018; Ani et al., 2022).

Despite the increasing investment in digital library
resources by universities, evidence suggests that the
utilisation of online information resources by
students in many developing countries, including
Nigeria, remains suboptimal (Abubakar & Arikpo,
2020; Igwe, 2020). Several studies have identified
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challenges such as inadequate intemet connectivity,
limited access to subscription-based databases, low
levels of information literacy, and lack of awareness
as major barriers to effective use (Baro & Fyneman,
2021; Emmachika et al., 2026). These challenges
hinder students from fully benefiting from the
resources provided by university libraries.

Furthermore, while online information resources
are designed to support academic activities such as
assignment  completion, research work, and
cxamination preparation, there is growing concern
that many undergraduate students rely more on
freely available, non-scholarly internet sources
rather than credible academic databases (Nwezeh &
Shabi, 2020). This trend raises questions about the
quality of students’ academic outputs and the actual
impact of library-provided online resources on their
academic performance.

In addition, existing studies in Nigeria have largely
focused on the availability and general usage of
clectronic resources without adequately examining
their direct influence on specific academic activities
of undergraduate students (Adenariwo & Sulyman,
2022; Ogunbodede & Oribhabor, 2022). More
importantly, there is a scarcity of empirical studies
that focus specifically on universities in Niger State,
despite the growing student population and
increased investment in digital library infrastructure
in the region.

Consequently, the extent to which undergraduate
students in Niger State utilize online information
resources provided by university libraries, and how
such utilisation influences their academic activities,
remains unclear. This gap in knowledge limits the
ability of university administrators and library
managers to make informed decisions regarding
resource provision, user education, and policy
development.

It is against this backdrop that this study seeks to
investigate the influence of undergraduate students’
use of online information resources in university
libraries on their academic activities in universities
in Niger State, Nigeria.

Research Objectives

General Objective

To examine the influence of undergraduate
students’ use of online information resources in
university libraries on their academic activities in
universities in Niger State.
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Specific Objectives

I To determine the level of undergraduay,
students’ academic activitics in universitje,
in Niger State.

2. Toidentify the types of academic activitjeg
undergraduate students, engage in using
online information resources.

3. To examine the extent of undergraduate
students’ use of online informatioy
resources in university libraries in Nige
State.

4. To identify the types of online information
resources  available to undergraduate
students in university libraries in Niger
State.

5. To determine the purposes for which
undergraduate ~ students  use  online
information resources in their academic
activities.

6. To examine the challenges encountered by
undergraduate students in the use of online

information  resources in  university
libraries.
7. To identify strategies for improving

undergraduate students’ use of online
information resources for  academic
activities.

Rescarch Questions

I. What is the level of undergraduate
students’ academic activities in universities
in Niger State?

2. What types of academic activities do
undergraduate students engage in using
online information resources?

3. What is the extent of undergraduate
students’ use of online information
resources in university libraries in Niger
State?

4. What types of online information resources
are available to undergraduate students in
university libraries in Niger State?

S. For what purposes do undergraduate
students use online information resources
in their academic activities?

6. What challenges do undergraduate students
encounter in the use of online information
resources in university libraries?

7. What strategies can improve undergraduate
students’ use of online information
resources for academic activities?

Literature Review

Conceptual Review

Online  Information  Resources:  Online
information resources are digital tools and
platforms that provide access to scholarly materials

|
|
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Theoretical Framework

Technology Acceptance Model (TAM): The
Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) posits that
perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use are
key determinants of users’ acceptance and
utilisation of technology (Davis, 1989). In the
context of online information resources, TAM
suggests that students are more likely to adopt e-
books, databases, and e-journals if they perceive
these tools as easy to use and beneficial to their
academic tasks. Several studies have validated
TAM in educational settings, showing that ease of
access and perceived relevance significantly
influence resource utilisation (King & He, 2006;
Al-Shboul et al., 2020).

Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT): The Uses
and Gratifications Theory ~emphasizes that
individuals actively select media to satisfy specific
needs or goals (Katz, Blumler, & Gurevitch, 1973).
Applied to online information resources, UGT
explains that students engage with e-books,
OPACs, and e-journals to fulfill academic
requirements such as assignments, research, and
exam preparation. This theory highlights the
proactive role of students in seeking resources that
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gratify their learning needs, emphasizing
Motivation and goal-oriented behavior in academic
activities (Ruggiero, 2000).

Integration of Theories for Current Study:
Combining TAM and UGT provides a
Comprehensive framework for understanding how
and why undergraduate students in Niger State
universities use online information resources. TAM
addresses the adoption and usability factors, while
UGT explains the motivational and goal-oriented
aspects of resource utilisation. Together, these
theories guide the current study in examining the
relationship between online information resource
use and academic activities.

Empirical Review

Level of Undergraduate Students’ Academic
Activities: Several studies have examined the
extent of undergraduate students’ engagement in
academic activities. Onuoha and Ugwu (2019)
reported that students in Nigerian universities
generally demonstrate moderate to high levels of
participation in assignments, research projects, and
exam preparation. Similarly, Ifijeh and Yusuf
(2019) found that students who actively use library
resources exhibit better academic discipline and
engagement. These findings indicate that assessing
the current level of academic activities is crucial for
understanding the impact of online information
resources on students’ academic performance.

Types of Academic Activities Using Online
Information Resources: Research indicates that
undergraduate students engage in a variety of
academic  activities facilitated by online
information resources. Oladokun et al. (2021)
highlighted that student primarily use these
resources for writing assignments, preparing for
exams, and conducting research. A study by Al-
Shboul et al. (2020) further revealed that
collaborative projects and presentations are
increasingly supported by e-books, databases, and
e-journals. These findings underscore the need to
categorize and measure the specific academic tasks
linked to online resource use.

Extent of Use of Online Information Resources:
Empirical evidence shows that the degree of online
resource utilisation among students varies widely.
Aina (2017) found that undergraduate students in
Nigerian universities use e-books, OPACs, and
online databases moderately, while access to e-
sournals remains limited due to subscription

J . .
constraints and lack of awareness. Similarly,
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Purposes of Using Online Information
Resources: Empirical research shows that studoms
utilize online information resources for multiple
academic purposes. Onuoha and Ugwu (2019)
observed that research and assignments are‘the
primary purposes, Wwhile exam preparaflon,
literature reviews, and project work constitute
secondary uses. Al-Shboul et al. (2020) further
indicated that students’ choice of resource depends
on relevance, ease of use, and perceived credibility.

Challenges in Using Online Information
Resources: Numerous studies have documented
challenges encountered by students in utilizing
online resources. Common issues include poor
internet connectivity, limited computer literacy,
lack of training, subscription barriers, and technical
problems (Aina, 2017; Abdullahi & Kumar, 2019;
Ifijeh & Yusuf, 2019). These challenges often
hinder effective utilisation, affecting the quality and
efficiency of academic activities.

Strategies to Improve Use of Online Information
Resources: Empirical studies suggest several
strategies to enhance students’ engagement with
online resources. These include library orientation
programs, training workshops on database use,
upgrading ICT infrastructure, promoting awareness
of available e-resources, and providing continuous
technical support (Oladokun et al., 2021; Al-Shboul
et al., 2020). Implementing such strategies can
bridge the gap between resource availability and
optimal utilisation, thereby improving students’
academic outcomes.
Overall, empirical evidence indicates that while
undergraduate students in Nigerian universities
recognize the importance of online information
resources, their utilisation is constrained by both
structural and skill-related factors. This review
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strategies for improving resource utilisatiop Wi
Niger State universities. This gap underscoresﬂ::
need for a focused investigation that Captures j,
unique experiences and needs of undergragyy,
students in this region.

The present study addresses this gap by providing
context-specific insights into the level and extentf
online information resource usage, the purposes for
which these resources are used, the challeng
encount_ered, and the strategies that can enhance
academic outcomes for undergraduate students in
Niger State universities,

Methodology
Research Design
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Table 2: Sample Size of the Stuq

University Undergraduate Populatior
FUT Minna 21,538
BBUL 18,820
AKU Minna 1,492
Total 41,850
Source: Authors’ Construct (2026)
[nstrument for Data Collection
pata were collected using a structured

ques(ionnaire based on a Likert scale. The
instrument  captured  students’ engagement in
academic activities, use and purpose of online
information resources, types of resources accessed,
and challenges encountered in their use.

Validity and Reliability

The questionnaire underwent expert validation by
faculty with expertise in library and information
science to ensure content validity. Reliability was
tested using Cronbach’s alpha, with a coefficient of
0.70 or higher considered acceptable for internal
consistency.

Table 3: Response Rate of Questionnaires

based on university enrollment, and the sample size
Wwas determined proportionally, as shown in Tape
3.2. A total of 400 undergraduate students were
selected for the study.

Proportion (%) Sample Size
515 206
45.0 180
3.5 14
100 400

Method of Data Analysis

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
(mean, standard deviation) to summarize students’
responses and inferential statistics (correlation and
regression) to examine relationships between
students’ use of online information resources and
their academic activities.

Results

Response Rate

The study achieved a high response rate across the
selected universities, indicating the reliability of the
collected data. Out of 400 administered
questionnaires, 344 were returned, representing an
overall response rate of 86%, which is considered
acceptable for survey research (Babbie, 2020).

S/N_ Name of Institution _ Administered Questionnaire _Returned Questi ire_Resy Rate (%)
1 FUT Minna 206 180 87.3
2 IBBU Lapai 180 150 83.3
3 AKU Minna 14 14 100
Total 400 344 86

Source: Field Work (2026)

Table 3 data shows that the highest response rate
was obtained from AKU Minna (100%), likely due
0 its small sample size, while FUT Minna and
IBBU Lapai recorded response rates of 87.3% and
83.3%, respectively. The overall response rate of
86% demonstrates strong engagement from

participants and provides a robust dataset for
subsequent analysis of undergraduate students’ use
of online information resources in academic
activities.



(HRM'

Manageme™t

L

"“I,

1

aa e is analysis provideg ;.
Yessrmn] o Imfronption R . This an ingj
\f.\hml 7:_ Nammber 1. Joby 2026 rccﬂ"fg,':)s‘ of the sample and ensufehlsim(
N ) |
- . coﬂ‘P::s:'p,esents the target populaj,, they ::: ;
? i Data : onden datas
dnalysis of Demographic PHG of Tespore
e, i characteristics using
The demographic tmm were mal)S:‘e’S and
from “’f w}nﬂe_tf e oding froquent Percentage (%)
descriptive  statistics, inC ts by Gender o
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents IY 358
SN Gender zz} 1000
1 Male 123
2 Femak IH
e 221: 64.29) compared 10 female e
(2215 9%

Source: Field Work (2026) ents were male

Table 4 shows that the majority Qf."“pg:gm
(123: 35.8%). Although male participan
not adversely affect the study’s findings.

6 roup
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Table 6: Distribution of Respondents by Level of Study i
Level of Study Frequency Percentag -
- : 16.0
200 55 -
300 27 ;
400 52 15.1
" 139 404
L 34 100.0

Source: Field Work (2026)

Table 6 shows that respondents were distributed acro.
the largest &roup (139; 40.4%), followed by 100 le
15.1%), and 300 Jeve) (27;7.8%). This demonstrates
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AKU Minna 14 4.1
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Table 7: Distribution of Respondents by University
University Frequency Percentage (%)
FUT Minna 180 523
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Overall, the demographic analysis shows that the
€ was diverse acrogs gender, age, level
and university affiliation. This diversity
ensures the generalizability  of findings to
undergraduate Students in Niger State universities..-
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4.3.1 Research Question One
Table 8: Level of Academic Activities (O} eetive |
o :);\":"? - Ohen 2-Rarely  1-Never N FX  Mean Decision
e 0 P g (%) Freq(%)
1 Atending lectures 198 (57.6%) 9 (26.5% 351003 303 High
7 Reading textbooks 152 (42%) 08 0) zg E:;%g ;z g?:;:; LR
i (31.4%) . 5
Conducting rescarch 118 (34,394 derate
" o e % (1392 my D@ s3I 34 861 250 Mo
4  Groupdiscussions 8 (23.8%) 109 Bigean Sass S Al W
i (31.7%) .
; w"","g - i o 81(23.5%) 43(12.5%) 344 849 247  Moderate
Using 1414 (34.3%) '
¢ mowess @ 10 6920.1%) 25(13%) 344 929 270  Moderate

(31.7%

Table 8 shows the level of academic activities
undertaken by  undergraduate Students i
universities in Niger State. The data indicate that
attending lectures is the most frequemly performed
activity, With 57.6% of students reporting very
frequent participation and 2659, attending often,
resulting in a mean score of 3.03, which reflects 5
high level of engagement. Reagj

ng textbooks,
conducting research for assignments, Writing
reports O €ssays, and using library resoyrces
recorded moderate engagement levels, with mean
scores ranging from 2.47 to 2.84. This suggests that
while students are actively involved in individual

academic tasks, the intensity of engagement varies

Table 9: Types of Academic Activities Usin

across different activities. Group discussno[ls.
however, recorded the lowest participation, with
only 23.8% of students participating very often and
a mean score of 2.16, indicating limited
collaborative learning among undergra-duz.it_es-
Overall, the findings suggest that students prioritize
Structured and individual academic acthltl_es,
particularly attending lectures, while collabora'twe
and interactive practices such as group discussions
are less frequent. These patterns highlight
opportunities for universities to foster peer learning

and increase engagement in research-oriented and
collaborative academic tasks,

g Online Resources (Objective 2)
SN  Activity 4-Very 3 -High 2-Low 1-Very N FX Mean Decision
High Freq Freq (%) Freq(%) LowF req
(%) (%)
1 Research for 142 (41.3%) 109 61(17.7%) 32(9.3%) 344 938 273 Moderate
assignments/projects (31.7%)
2 Preparing presentations 127 (36.9%) 107 74(21.5%) 36(105%) 344 888 258  Moderate
(31.1%)
3 Reading e-books or 148 (43.0%) 104 62 (18.0%) 30 (8.7%) 344 940 273 Moderate
articles (30.2%)
4 Accessing lecture notes 131 (38.1%) 116 66 (19.2%) 31 (9.0%) 344 911 265 Moderate
(33.7%)
5 Collaboration with peers 101 (29.4%) 111 79(22.9%) 53(154%) 344 845 246 Low
(online) (32.3%)
6 Exam preparation 143 (41.6%) 109 61 (17.7%) 31 (9.0%) 344 940 273 Moderate
(31.7%)

Table 9 shows the types of academic activities in
Which undergraduate students engage using online
resources. The findings reveal that students
moderately utilize online resources for research
related to assignments and projects (Mean =2.73),
reading e-books or articles ( 2.73),

Mean
dccessing lecture notes (Mean = 2.65), preparing
Presentations (Mean = 2.58), and exam preparation
(Mean =

2.73). These results indicate that while
Students actively incorporate online resources into
their individual academic tasks, the level of
engagement remains moderate rather than very

99

high. Collaboration with peers through online
platforms recorded the lowest level of engagement,
with a mean score of 2.46, suggesting limited use of
online resources for interactive or group-based
learning activities, Overall, the data suggest that
undergraduate students in Niger State universities
primarily use online resources for individual
learning and academic tasks, while collaborative
activities leveraging online tools are underutilized,
highlighting an area for potential intervention to
promote peer learning and interactive engagement
in digital academic environments.
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Table 10 shows
Students’ use of o
university librarjes
indicate that stude
Jjournals (Mean = 3.61), e-
online databases such as J
and ProQuest (Mean = 3.27), and insti

nts make extensive us

ghted Mean (AWM) = 3.18 —

the extent of undergraduate
nline information resources in
for academic activities. The data

e of e-

books (Mean = 3.81),
STOR, ScienceDirect,

tutional

repository materials including theses, dissertations,

= 2.31) and OPAC (Online Public A

Catalogue) services (Mean = 2.41) ape uSed%]egs
frequently, reflecting low engagement gy the“
resources for exam preparation and locating lib

materials. Overall, the average weighted p,
3.18 indicates a moderate overall yse of 0m.°
information  resources among undergrag,
students. This pattern highlights that while Studep
actively engage with core digital acadep;,
materials, certain library services, particularly fy,
related to assessment preparation and Catagg

f

and staff publications (Mean = 3.71) for
assignments, exam preparation, and research access, remain  underutilized, suggestig
projects. These findings suggest that students rely  opportunities for targeted awareness and training
heavily on digital resources for individual academic  interventions.
tasks. In contrast, online past question banks (Mean
Table 11: Types of Online Information Resources Available in University Libraries for
Undergraduate Use for Academic Activities in Niger State (2026)
S/N  Online Resources  Federal University Ibrahim Niger Delta Total Availability
of Technology, Badamasi University, Availability %
Minna Babangida Akume (out of 3)
(FUTMINNA) University, Lapai (Akum)
(IBBUL)
1 E-journals Available Available Available 3 100%
2 E-books Available Available Available 3 100%
3 Online databases Available Available Available 3 100%
(e.g., JSTOR,
ScienceDirect)
4 Institutional Available Available Available 3 100%
repository
5 Past question bank  Not Available Not Available Not Available 0 0%
(online)
6 OPAC (Online Available Available Available 3 100%
Public Access
Catalogue)

Source: Field Work (2026)
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universities (100%). In contrast, online past
question banks are not available in any of &

libraries surveyed, representing a notable gap 17
resources that support examination preparation an

revision, These results suggest that while the coe
academic and research-oriented digital resources
are widely accessible, certain supplementary
leaming tools remain lacking. Enhancing access 10
resources such as past question banks cou

improve students’ preparedness for assessments
and complement the existing suite of digital
leaming materials.

(N/’y—")—— ion Resources by Undergraduate Students
- Statements
SN 's:l\ (“)./ AQ) D) SD (1) N FX Mean Decision
T€q(%) Freq(%) Freq(%) Freq
1 E-journals — for assignments, 210 (%) _
exam preparation, or research (60.9%) (133: 20‘ 0(03%) 0(0.0%) 344 1242 361 High
projcms C /D)
, E-books — digital textbooks or 288 N
“ references for coursework and (83.7%) (5: 18%) 4(12%)  1(03%) 344 1312 381 High
stu d)‘ .87,
3 Online da_labases (e.g. JSTOR. 152 " 5
ScienceDirect. ProQuest) —for  (44.2%) (146605%) 3(0.9%) fgw) 344 1124 327  High
il .47,

scholarly articles
s Institutional repository — theses, 253 86
dissertations. staff publications  (73.5%) (25.0%)
94

2(0.6%) 3(09%) 344 1276 3.71  High

5 Online past question banks - for 12 (3.5%) ) '
exam practice and revision ? @13% (2272.4%) 6(17%) 344 795 231  Low
il e G2% 128 199 6(17%) 344 829 241  Low
catalogue for locating G1%)  (578%
grim/digital resources
Average Weighted Mean (AWM) =3.18 —» these resources for individual academic tasks and

Moderate Use
Table 12 shows the purposes for which

undergraduate students use online information
resources in university libraries for academic
activities. The results indicate that students
predominantly use e-journals (Mean = 3.61), e-
books (Mean = 3.81), online databases such as
JSTOR, ScienceDirect, and ProQuest (Mean =
327), and institutional repository materials
including theses, ~dissertations, and staff
publications (Mean = 3.71) to support assignments,
research projects, and exam preparation. These
findings suggest that students primarily rely on

scholarly research. In contrast, online past question
banks (Mean = 2.31) and OPAC services (Mean =
241) are used less frequently, reflecting low
engagement with resources designed for exam
revision or locating library materials. Overall, the
average weighted mean of 3.18 indicates a
moderate level of utilisation of online information
resources for academic purposes. The data highlight
that while core research and learning tools are well-
utilized, there is a need to promote awareness and
accessibility of supplementary resources t0 enhance
students’ academic performance and examination
preparedness.

Table 13: Challenges Affecting Undergraduate Students’ Use of Online Information Resources in

University Libraries (N = 344)

N Shiemeats i @A ®D @ S (M N FX Mas Decilon
Freq(%) _Freq(%) Freq (%) _ Freq (%)
I~ Poor intemet connectivity 185 64 7 20(58%) 34 1273 370  Agreed
(53.8%) (18.6%) (21.8%) '
2 Lack of awareness of available e- 200 26(16%) 19 39(113%) 344 748 217  Disagreed
resources (58.1%) (23.0%)
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that inadequate training on the U
resources (Mean = 4.20), subscription O access

restrictions such as paywalls and expired llce'ns‘:ts
(Mean = 4.13), and poor intemet connectivity
(Mean = 3.70) are the most significant barriers,
indicating strong agreement among respor!de.nts.
Other  notable ~challenges include limited
computer/laptop access in the library (N{ean = 3.{59)
and difficulty navigating or searching online
databases (Mean = 3.44), which moderately impede

Table 14; Strategies for Improving Undergraduate Students’ Use of Online Information Reso"ﬂu'.
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SN Strategy SA ) AQ)Frq D () SD (1) N FX Mean Deggy
Freq (%) (%) Freq (%) Freq (%)
1 Training workshops on 185 123 25(7.3%) 11(3.1%) 344 1394 4.05 Agreeg
information literacy (53.8%) (35.8%)
Improved internet access in 178 130 27(7.8%) 9(2.6%) 344 1373 3.99 Agreed
the library (51.7%) (37.8%)
3 Pﬂ)_\‘l'dl'ng access to more 175 132 30 (8.7%) T0%) 344 1369 398 Agne
online databases (50.9%) (38.4%)
4 Assistance from library staff 180 128 26(7.6%) 10 (2.9% b) )
in research (523%)  (37.2%) G0 34 138 0 age
5 Encouraging integration of 183 126 25(13%) 100
online resources into courses (53.2%) (36.6%) ’ &%) 3441386 4.03 Agreed
6 Awareness campaigns on 176 131 28 (8.1%
available resources (51.2%) (38.1%) e 9(2'6%) 341368 398 Agread
Average Weighted Mexn (AWM) = 4,01 — High  in fesearch (Mean < 4.02) x §
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courses (Mean = 4.03), assistance from library staff
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dergraduates, reflecting a strong reliy amon,
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engageme™’ M8 textbooks,  ¢ongyer
search, Writing assignments, and using I'l:tm
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Fabunmi (2019) and Anietal. 2022), Wi not:ll}?g
such engagement is often limiteq Y e at
moti\’aﬁ°_"’ .and mfom\ation literacy, Ljf\;
articipation in group c.hscussions highlights limited
adoption of collaborative learning, contrasting with
Qureshi €t al. (2023) and Jaya et g, (2025), who
emphasize the benefits of peer interaction for
ritical thinking and performance. Overall, these
results suggest a predominantly teacher-centered
Jearning environment and underscore the need for
universities to promote active learning strategies
and improve access to academic resources to
enhance engagement in both individual and
collaborative activities.
piscussion of Findings (Use of Online Resources
for Academic Activities)
The findings indicate that undergraduate students
moderately use online resources for individual
academic  activities, including research for
assignments, reading e-books/articles, accessing
lecture notes, preparing presentations, and exam
preparation, reflecting integration into task-oriented
leaming, consistent with Ani et al. (2022) and Tella
(2019). However, utilisation remains suboptimal
due to limited internet access, inadequate digital
infrastructure, and low information literacy, as
reported by Abubakar and Arikpo (2020) and Baro
and Fyneman (2021). Collaboration via online
platforms recorded the lowest engagement,
highlighting underuse of digital tools for peer
interaction, contrasting with Qureshi et al. (2023)
and Basuony et al. (2021), who note its benefits for
critical - thinking and academic performance.
Overall, the findings emphasize the predominance
of individual learning, reinforcing Thanuskodi’s
(2020) observation that digital library services in
developing contexts are underutilized for
Interactive purposes, underscoring the need to
Promote collaborative digital practices, enhance
digital literacy, and improve access to online
platforms,
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Discussion of Findings (Extent of Use of Online
Information Resources)

Undergraduate students extensively use core online
resources  e-books, e-journals, institutional
repositoies, and online databases to support
assignments, research, and exam preparation,
reflecting the growing importance of digital
resources in academic work (Ani et al., 2022
Bandara et al., 2021). E-books and e-journals are
preferred for their accessibility and convenience
(Afolabi & Adegbilero-Iwari, 2021; Idiegbeyan-
Ose et al,, 2019), while the use of institutional
repositories indicates awareness of locally
generated research outputs (Okiki, 2020). In
contrast, online past question banks and OPAC
services are underutilized, revealing gaps 1N
engagement with library tools, potentially due to
limited search skills or reliance on informal sources
(Igwe, 2020). This pattern suggests that while
digital resources are integrated into academic
routines, their use is selective rather than
comprehensive (Abubakar & Arikpo, 2020; Baro &
Fyneman, 2021). Overall, the findings underscore
the need for targeted training, awareness
campaigns, and improved information retrieval
skills to enhance the effective utilisation of online
library resources.

Discussion of Findings (Types
Information Resources Available)
University libraries in Niger State provide full
access to core digital resources, including e-
journals, e-books, online databases (e.g., JSTOR,
ScienceDirect), institutional repositories, and
OPAC services, reflecting strong support for
undergraduate academic activities (Thanuskodi,
2020; Ani & Edem, 2020). Access to these
resources aligns with global trends in digital library
development and facilitates efficient research and
learning (Afolabi & Adegbilero-lwari, 2021;
Idiegbeyan-Ose et al., 2019), while institutional
repositories highlight the value of locally generated
scholarly content (Okiki, 2020).

However, the absence of online past question banks
represents a notable gap in supplementary academic
support, limiting students’ preparation for
assessments (Afolabi & Fagbola, 2021). This
indicates an imbalance in resource provision,
emphasizing core scholarly materials while
underdeveloping  practical ~ learning  aids.
Addressing this gap could improve academic
preparedness and enhance learning outcomes (Ani
etal., 2022).

Overall, while libraries demonstrate strong capacity
in providing essential e-resources, expanding
access to assessment-support tools would

of Online
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strengthen their role in fostering undergraduate
academic suceess,

Discussion of Findings (Availability and Utilisation
of Online Information Resources)

University libraries in Niger State provide
comprehensive access to core digital resources,
including c-journals, e-books, online databases,
institutional repositories, and OPAC services,
reflecting  strong institutional  support  for
undergraduate learning (Thanuskodi, 2020; Ani &
Edem, 2020). Students primarily utilize ¢-books, e-
journals, online databases, and institutional
repositories for assignments, research, and exam
preparation, highlighting the centrality of digital
resources in individual academic tasks (Ani et al.,
2022; Bandara et al., 2021; Afolabi & Adegbilcro-
Iwari, 2021). However, OPAC usage is low, and
online past question banks are largely absent,
indicating gaps in resources that support practical
learning and examination preparation (Igwe, 2020;
Afolabi & Fagbola, 2021). The overall pattern of
selective utilisation suggests that while resource
availability is strong, digital tools are not fully
optimized due to limited awareness, digital literacy
gaps, and infrastructural challenges (Abubakar &
Arikpo, 2020; Baro & Fyneman, 2021). In
conclusion, although Niger State universities
demonstrate robust provision of core e-resources,
targeted strategies such as user training, awareness
campaigns, and the inclusion of exam-support tools
are needed to maximize effectiveness and enhance
undergraduate academic outcomes.

Discussion of Findings (Challenges Affecting Usc
of Online Information Resources)

Undergraduate students in Niger State universities
face moderate challenges in using online

information resources. Key barriers include
inadequate training, subscription or access
restrictions, and poor internet connectivity,

reflecting both user-related and infrastructural
constraints (Ani et al., 2022; Baro & Fyneman,
2021). Additional challenges such as limited
computer access, difficulty navigating databases,
and electricity interruptions further hinder effective
utilisation. In contrast, lack of technical support,
limited relevant materials, and low awareness were
not significant issues, suggesting progress in
resource provision and awareness initiatives
(Afolabi & Fagbola, 2021; Igwe, 2020). Overall,
while resources are largely available, optimal use is
constrained by skill gaps, infrastructural
deficiencies, and access barriers. Addressing these
through targeted training, improved ICT
infrastructure, and sustainable subscription models
is crucial for enhancing student engagement and
academic outcomes.

Shagabe era; |
\
Discussion of Findings (Strategies for Impr, i
Use of Online Information Resources)
Undergraduate students in Niger State univc,‘
strongly support strategies to enhance the
online information resources. Key mca%’
include training workshops on information lite,,
integration of ¢-resources into curricula, and
guidance from library staff, hlghlq,hlmg,\
importance of skill development and instructj,,
support  (Igwe, 2020; Ani et al, 2022‘
Infrastructure  improvements, panicularly bey,
internet access, and provision of addllu,
databases were also emphasized, reflecting ong‘,,
connectivity and access chdllcngcs (Barg |
Fyneman, 2021). Awareness campaigns  indj
the nced for sustained promotion of avaj
resources (Abubakar & Arikpo, 2020). Ovcml
multi-faceted  approach ~ combining traip;,,
curriculum imcgralion infrastructure enhanc
resource expansion, and awareness is essential ¢,
maximizing student engagement with dlg:
resources and supporting academic success.

Conclusion

This study examined the availability, utilisati,
challenges, and improvement strategies related,
online information resources in university librar,
in Niger State. The findings show that core digy,
resources such as c-journals, e-books, only
databases, institutional repositories, and OPACz
widely available across the surveyed universitiy
indicating strong institutional commitment y
digital library services.

Despite this high level of availability, utilisati:
was found to be moderate, with students primar,
relying on e-books, e-journals, databases,
institutional repositories for academic tasks, whi
tools such as OPAC and past question banks we
underutilized or unavailable.

The study also identified key challenges affectr
effective use, including inadequate training, acce
restrictions, poor internet connectivity,
infrastructural limitations such as inconsist
power supply. These barriers highlight
between resource provision and actual usage.

Importantly, the findings revealed strong supp
for  improvement  strategies,  particuls
information literacy training, integration of '
resources into coursework, enhanced intem
access, increased database subscriptions, #
sustained awareness campaigns.
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iournals, e-books, databases, and institutional

repo§1tor|es, and develop user guides and
tutorlal§ 'to encourage students to explore
underutilized resources like OPACs and past
question banks.

Ensure that key digital resources including
past question banks are accessible to all
undergraduate students, and regularly update
databases and institutional repositories to
reflect current research and coursework needs.
Encourage students to use online resources
strategically ~ for research, ~ assignments,
presentations, and exam preparation, and
integrate ~ resource use into  course
requirements to foster habitual engagement.
Organize frequent information literacy and
digital skills training to overcome inadequate
knowledge, improve internet connectivity,
power supply, and access to computers (0
reduce infrastructural barriers, and provide
dedicated technical support from library staff
{o assist with navigation and troubleshooting.
Conduct awareness campaigns and library
orientations to inform students about available
resources, encourage faculty-libra{ian
collaboration to integrate online resources into
teaching and assessment, and continuously
monitor student feedback to adapt strategies
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that enhance engagement with digital
academie resources.
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