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NOTES TO CONTKIBUTORS:

1.

The cditorial board of the journal will consider for
publication.

a.  Reports ofempirical/ficld studics

b.  Technical, methodological reports

¢.  Theoretical and philosophical papers and

d.  DBookreviews .

Manuscripts must not be more than 15 pages of Ad paper sizc
double spacing.

Each manuscript must be proceeded by an abstract of not
more than 150 words

Author's name. address and short biographical note must
accompany (he manuscript but on a separale sheet.
References appearing in the text must be cited using the 6th
edition of the publications manual of American

~Psychological Association (APA).

Manuscripts should be sent to the editor-in-chiet or associate
editor-in-chiet” through the following e-mail addresses:
solomonachia@gmail.com orshidi.john@yahoo.com.
Alternatively. threc hard copies of the manuscripts
accompanied by a CD-ROM containing the soll copy of the
article should be sent to Dr. Solomon Uganneya, Suleimanu
ldachaba Library. University of Agriculture, P.M. B. 1021 03
Makurdi. Benue State.

Solomon Uganneya PhD
(Editor-in-Chicf)
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Effective use of e-resources in the wunive rsity {ihraemes oo secor oo
Jor the academic development of rhe stwients Do e er

therefore, assessed the relative effect of the aver ur v so
on Hﬂdz’fxnld'lalh' studenty’ use of university [ibwaraws
State. The study also ascertained the vorevour e0 s wmai n
greatest contribution (o students’ wse o7 e e
research design was uved for The study amd e Sl oo o
was [30 undergraduate studenis from Fedors o oever
Technology, Minna and Ibrahim Badamas: Dot i e,
Lapai The main nstrument wsed tor datc onlociom a
questionnaire. The two libraries ax the twds ovvvwon waow

] subscribe (o Science 1Direct lor Gecesviddisy o corevve oy ]

strcdy revealed thal e-resources suc i uv o swr ' g dis |

e databases. e-books, ¢-dutubases. ¢-rmowspupn: ni o oo o 1
: and others were availabie in e wriversisy Arare s s b |
study also revealed that of @l the Gvii o c-re e oo omsi s :

together e-journal and Bibilogropi ddiudar wais e ey i 3
contributiony which are SIENIICUn (0 wndecryrdinge st als 4y \
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rexources and the entive libraricy by the wndersradite studenty, Liternture has ideptified some e s sied, ae et
- i : ; ! ; d “ § + w7 st A jruder ol
‘ majority of the students indicated the need por provision of stable sound recordings, electranic journale, o featrne e s ;
! fl't'”"f”-"( '\'l""‘“'l’-\._f”"‘,“”‘('f”’)’Ll/!('r'nu!iw')‘JH‘H'!'I'.\'H[J,l'lllﬂ-‘-}’-\ff'm m];[ ll'}ff‘; ,.]‘,[‘lﬂ)m, ”"'/""f“ff"" ,”‘,g 1A U A LI, s fece Vpery
the provision of a regulatory bady 1o govern the use of e-rexomreey image datahases and refegenee comirees an 1

] libraries i g
inthe libraries. resources commonly olisepyed s used g Db

reference source wlnehy prosvide bibhay caphic snlonmation ou

1 Keywaords: University Library, Llectronie Resources, se, journal articles, as well 2, othe ;”,”,. of materials Oinline indes
1 Undergraduate Students, Niper State alfove ane 1o scarch beyond the subgect suthor or tle gt
Sometimes nccording 1o Shnn, Mot iurr and Hertest (21055 ) pramgie
Introduction ‘ refer o indexes iy " Article Dutabmears,” siner they are rronniy e

Modern libraries of today endeavour to provide o package of many Lo search for articles in journals

related services with the help of computer networking which
ennbles wireless linknges between libraries and informaiion
centers to pool resonrees and services icrespeetive of their physical
location. Librartes are now shilimg their roles lrom custodinns ol
traditional information resources 1o providers of service-orfented
digital information resources.  Services such as nutomation of
traditional library services, nccess to electronic resources to satisly

Other e-resources such as e-hooks, espournale and other prisited
warks are made avallable and acceable by Libearies i i e e
carielien Uhe €snys, g i, of jist o

lexts ure also part of larpe, searchable online datsbm.-

sound recordings are some datsbane whueh, prosode acoe-
sound recordings, .’éimll:uriy, reference sources itke dictionar

users' information needs are achieved in many ncademic libraries, ”1'”_“"““"" encyclopaedion, and other elerence source are nom
In recent times electronic libraries are becoming more popular anline in full-text and image databaes The arery e
especially as they contain electronic resources, Electronic libraries uied as the casc study of thes revearch, Feders! U ninera,
are usually described as orpanized collections of  digital Fechnology (11)1,), Minna and Thrahin Backernas bt

Lapai (1B131.) libraries mainly subeoribe 1o Scionce Tinreer (2o
where library users aceess cournals. e-books and ather o
resourcesto satisly their information needs

information. They are collections organized for a particular
community of users, and they are designed to support the
information needs of that community (Saracevic, 2000),

IR

University libraries are established in order 1o provide adeca

Electronic resources (E-resources) are defined as those clectronic
resources and services that would « atisty the information re

information resources and services that users access clectronically

via a computing network from locations inside the library or the users. Thus, the Federal government throuh the g o
remote to the library (Shim, McClure and Bertot, 2001). management P“Wlfk"i fund for the bulding and mantensn
Widespread use of compulters, increased reliance on computer university librarics in Nigerian tertiary institutons Ao
networks, rapid growth of the Internct and explosion in the quality one llicrn,ln’r;_ expects 1o observe efficent electrome roane
and quantity of information compelled libraries to adopt new supplementing the print resources in Nigenan universty Jibran

However, previous studics on the use of clectrone reoour o

available in the university librarics have resvealed thar o he
clectronic resources satisfy wsers’ information needs snd o the

means and metheds for the storage, sharing, retricval and

dissemination of information. Nowadays, libraries subscribe (o ¢- 1

journals, CDROM databases, onlinc databases, web-based “ : _ ufy

resources, and a variety of other electronic resources Lo assist uscrs | arc not frequently used. This is contrary to what 15 obtained 1n the

in retrieving their information needs. | delOPtd countries where murdmp to Chavhan (2004) mos
| users in the university/ academic libranes search for the

o
51
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information needs using various e-resources such as electronic

journals (e-lournals), bibliographic databases, electronic books
(e-books), index databases, e-newspapers ete.

This situation is really worrisome considering the fact that a lot is
spent in providing library resources and services in tertiary
institutions in Nigeria. Itis based on this background that it became
necessary for one to carry out a study and identify which of the
electronic resources are mostly used in the libraries studied. Such
knowledge is important especially these days that electronic
libraries are identified and used as an indispensable tool in
searching and retrieving information of various kinds. Also, such
intormation would serve as a guide to these university libraries to
improve in the provision of certain c-resources and de-cmphasise
others. Provision of inadequate c-resources i thie libiattes ub
tertiary institutions would lead to low use of the libraries which
would invariably afYect the academic achievement of the students.
This will in turn cause a great loss of resources and budget on the
side of the government and this needs to be checked.

Statement of the Problem

ICT and emergence of electronic information resources have
greatly enhanced information-handling and management,
especially in tertiary institutions in Nigeria where financial
support towards library services is more reasonable. However, e-
resources have not received adequate attention in some institutions
while other institutions acquire less useful e-resources to the
students at the expense of more useful ones. Although many
studies have been conducted on the effects of e-resources on
students' use of university libraries worldwide in order to
recommend the best ways to improve library services for more
eftective library use, little attention has been given to the relative
eftect of e- resources such as e-journals, e-books, e-magazines, e-
newspapers etc on students’ use of university libraries. It is
important to determine the relative needs for e-resources and
prioritise access o more useful ones.
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Undergraduate Students” Use of E-Resources i Uneversity Librarws m Kiger St
Purposc of the Study
This study investigated the relative eftect of e- journals, e-books,
¢-newspapers, e-magazines etc on undergraduate students” uwe of
university librarics in Nigeria. The study aims to achieve (he
following objectives:
i to ascertain the availability of e-resources i FU T Minnz and
IBBU Lapai libraries:
ii. to find out the undergraduates’ use of  c-resources in
university libraries in Nigeria;
iti. to identify ways of enhancing better utilisation of c-
resources in the university libraries by the undergraduate
students.

Literature Review

Fhijuwa (2005 defived ICT o w0 SR 4!
processing, storage, transmission, and disseminalion ol
information. With advances in ICT. electromc information
resources such as electronic books. electronic journals. CDROM
databases, OPAC, Online databases and the Internet have launched
the world into an information age. No institution or organizaton
can still rely on only traditional printed information resources
performeffectively and efficiently.

-

J

Chiparausha and Sithole (2008) highlighted that clect

CITTUFCRIC
information services have a lot of benefits. Firstly. E-joumal
articles and books can be well up to date. This is parucularly
interesting when an online version of a print equivalent is made
available earlier whilst the print version is still 'in press’. Thisisan

advantage to researchers who seek after current information

Secondly, electronic information is also associated with quite ¢

number of search facilities making it relatively easier for one W
search for the specitic information he wants.

Bavakutty, Salih and Haneefa (2006) highlighted tha

Sa that ‘.’Y‘.-\i;‘rf'
libraries have become more and more aware ot the revolutio
impact of developments in information disseminatton [t pro

1
provides

opportunities for libraries and information centers to widen the

L B S

scope of their resources and services and to increase th

i i

<tr
significance within the organization they senve. The increusing

Y
it H

nan
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availability of information resources such as journals, books,
patents, ncwspapers etc in machine readable form allows much

ipfomtion needs to be satisfied with decreased involvement of
libraries and librarians.

Furthermore, libraries have been exploring to cope with the
problems of ever increasing prices of journals, space requirements
and decreasing level of usage as the journals get older.
Nevertheless, libraries are required to maintain back issues of the
Journals. usually in bound form. Electronic journal helps the
libranians in addressing these problems to a great extent without
significantly affecting the service levels (Chauhan, 2004).

Similarly, E-book has been described as a text analogous to a book
that i< in digital form ta be displaved on a comouter screen. E-
books can be read just like a paper book, using dedicated E-Book
reader such as Gemstar eBook or on a computer screen after
downloading it. In a recent exhaustive review of the literature on
the subject, Tenopir (2003) and Borrego, Barrios and Anglada
(2007) analyzed the results of over 200 studies of the use of
electronic resources in libraries published between 1995 and 2003.
The main conclusion of this review is that electronic resources
have been rapidly adopted in academic spheres, though the
behaviour varies according to the discipline.

Electronic information sources are becoming more and more
important for the academic community (Kumar and Kumar, 2008).
The emergence of electronic information resources has
tremendously transformed information - handling and
management in Nigerian academic environments, and University
libraries in particular (Ani and Ahiauzu, (2008). General user
opinion towards the use of electronic resources, in particular CD-
ROM, has been positive, with students enjoying using these
sources and finding relatively few problems while using them
(Ray and Day, 1998). Lohar and Roopashree (2006) studied the use
of electronic resources and how they are improving the academic
carrier of the faculty and the problems that are faced in using the
electronic resources. They indicated that electronic resources are
often used in the libraries and concluded that use of e-resources in
the libraries have brought remarkable changes in librarianship.
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{indergraducie Srwdonss’ 1w of £ Posomr:

Methodology

Descriptive survey research was used 1+ collecr dats Sor the
Two tertiary institutions were purposively seiccted [
State- one federal and one state owned imstiivtions. Pr
population of students in FUT Minna s cstimated to be 14 060
10,000 in IBBU Lapai. A sample of 130 students was selected
the population. The population of sampic was consiCered adeqgua
because. Krejcie and Morgan (1970) stated that for 2 popalaten
200,000, a sample size of 384 is zdequate Da
recommendation. 130 undergraduate students a cted
Random sampling technique was used for data eollection |
eighty (80) undergraduate students from FUT Minna and St 0
undergraduate students from [BBU. (fmaking z total of 150 fad
their questionnaires returned in good order and the 130 were used

Ve rate amairior NS et e

the questionnaire. The questionnaire was randaom!;
students during their Jecture hours Directobse i W2
undertaken to physically assess some ¢- resources i the Loy
and this was used to obtain information forthe smds

t

Data Analysis and Discussion

Table 1: Types of Electronic Resources avatlable m ine
University Libraries.

Responses from F lL_T__:!.:.- amd tRHT 1 agen .
Yes () () (Tay N | P |

Koapeang Mai  Mesgueerme

Electronic rescurces

Elecironic boos {c-books) 2 23 ¢ 7 K

Electromic Newspapers ( ¢~ 4] 08 5§ sS4 S L
newspapers) :

Electronic Journals ie- 24 54 6 6

Journals}

Electrom¢ Magannces (e- 2 46 % 7 19 7
magazines)

Elecironsic Theses (e-theses) 1o 46 & 54 >

Electrons Rescarch Repon 8 21 1 54 4

(e-report) s

Access 1o Electronig- 6 92 4 o u
daabases

Index Databases 5 15 14 T s %
Biblhographs Datahase 24 54 ) “
Electronsc Data Archives 6 20 23 4

Online Reference work 3 0o 14 7 3

Key: %=Percentage
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Unile vigr pinite o fewry” £ige aff - Fagpsy
Table 1 shows that among the electronic resources listed, 92.3% of Table 3: Suggested ways of enhancing wtificstinn of cecs,
the respondents indicated that e-pooks are available in the library resources in university libraries
for use. Similarly, 30.8%, of the respondents agreed that e- — Options Wenpowse rave  Pervoun
'S S 11 ] A : : . . i Provisin of stable mer a0t —ry s
nc_\\spaplcr:.)nrc;n ailable in the libraries. 95.4% of them indicated Hoidsisiel e T .
C-J()U\’n:\. $. 24.6% reported C-magazines, 84.6% of them disclosed e af e-resources m lihrgs
electronic theses. In the same vein. 21.5% of the respondents Provision of shemative poaer s
inds - " s Provision of comperent cpaff
& iFd}cal‘cd c~|cscarchnrcp0‘n as onc of the e-resources available in Mainienance of facilities
a their ]leﬂTlCS. 892/0 of them slated e.dambagf_\_ 11.5 reported Provision of sulicient cerew oo, ‘e
Index databases, 95.4 of (he respondents stated bibliographic hivision il mdegiiate Ponfing )

Others (Mease specify)

databases. Alsa. 4.6% of the respondents indicated e-data archives
" asonc of the e-resources avaj lable in their librarics, while 10.0% of

: indi ; . 1 Table 3 shows that 88.5% of the reer neters
_ them indicated that online reference work is cqually available in provision of stable network < ‘]_, AR
their libraries. F ; : ) A ETTT KA siof sta k services sted e
ibraries. From Table 1 i can be deduced that F.U.T. Minna R o e i isoet - ey

; and 1B3BU. Lapai, through Science Dircet, have quite a gond

; ) : e : statea Wat there s necu 1o set up a ¢y
numbcrofelectronic resources available intheir libraries.

use o e-resources in libraries. 61 3% 0! the roorer fe
that provision of alternative power supply 5 =

4 Table2: E-resources used by the students in the libraries enhancement of electronic resources 1 g M s
S/N  Electronic resources mostly  “Response  Percentages In the same vein. 34 6% of the respondents wateg thar
g used . rate compelent stafl in academic libraries would cn e e - e
4 ; [E:L(::J(:;:F:;iilc — :g: ggjj resources facilities by the undergraduate studen . o,
; 3 - boois 120 92.3 the respondents reported that there 1s need we s
. 14 - databases . 116 89.2 resources maintenance in order 10 allract more st
f 5 Eetheses § 110 84.6 resources and the libraries, 43 1% of the reorentom
A After the statistical analysis of the 5 factors, the respondents as provision of sufficient e-resources faciiitses we s o
4 revealed in Table 2 indicated they mostly use e-journals and users to ViSit_uﬂ(_i use library facihuies tr . whale
bibliographic databases (Science Direct) when they visit their respondents "‘dlc_aiﬂd provision of adequate tuncing for
libraries. This shows that e-journals and bibliographic databases e-resources to be improved,
made the greatest contributions to undergraduate students’ use of ) .
the university libraries. This is followed by e-books, 92.3%. The Discussion . L
fourth in the order of magnitude was made by e-databascs, 89.2%: From the study it is reveated that FUT. \tane,

subscribe to Science Direct trom which rthe

i stin the order is the contribution of e- theses, 84.6%. . . \
while s gt i Uisiord access e- Journals, ¢-books and other e-reiree

T information needs. Availabiin o -TCSOUICES N The
To identify the suggested ways of better utilisation of e-resources srlluzli::jdismnr;( ;u‘? ?ist;g f’i;b‘ : . ot ¢ 3
. . . ' SINCCS C-IUSOUITES Are dotera v 3 S
in the university libraries by undergraduate students, the , : P e TR -
- : 3 > Batpd information resources that usually provade 2 commene
respondents were requested to identify with a number of liste with coherent access 1o 3 laree aronm ot
recommendations as shown in Table 3. They were asked 10 tick as e SR R psreEe S

information and knowledge. Accessibilin

i idered pertinent, o
many oplionsas they considered p resources makes leaming an interesting exercise and the acs
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!ib.mry w.ith €-resources can casily provide either print or soft copy
Information resources for specific assignments for the hibrary
uscrs. This finding is supported by Bavakutty, Salih and Haneefa
(2006) who highlighted that maodemn libraries have become more
and more awarc of the revolutionary impact of developments in
!nf()rmau.on dissemination. The increasing  availability of
information resources such as journals, books, patents,
newspapers ctc in machine readable form allows much

ipﬁmpalion needs to be satisfied with decreased involvement of
libraries and librarians,

The study also revealed in Table 2 that majority of the respondents
(95.4%) indicated that of all the e-resources available in their
libraries the ec-resources they use most are e-journals and
bibliographic databzse accessed from Science Direct. This is noi
surprising bearing in mind that journal resources whether hard or
soft copies are mainly consulted by the library users because they
contain current information on different fields of knowledge.
Many people visiting libraries prefer using current and up-to-date
information resources, and the best library materials to consult are
joumnals that are frequently published. In academic environment as
observed by the researchers students usually use journal resources
wherce they access current information for their assignments while
the Jecturers use them to update their knowledge in their areas of
specialization. Probably, this is why Chiparausha and Sithole
(2008) highlighted that electronic information services have a lot
of benefits, especially as they argued that, E-journal articles and
books can be well up to date.

Similarly, bibliographic database, as a database of bibliographic of
records and organized digital collection of references to published
literature, including journal and newspaper articles, conference
procecdings, reports, government and legal publications, patents,
books etc, is frequently used by the users of the two academic
libraries studied because of the need for users to cite any work
consulted in the course of writing. This is the only way such write-
ups would be regarded as authentic, Thus, library users equally use
bibliographic database as much as they use journals, books,
newspapers articles, technical reports and conference proceedings

88 Benue Joumal of Library, Mansgement and Information Science [BJMIS) Vol § Mo 2. Dec. 2015

(imberprodacis Stabomie” (/0d 8 b Vo timirr s o ' mpopawye PR,
z ’ v

in order to provide bibliographiuc 1

-

consulted in producing any article This process of o

issue number and pages (in the case o
are necessary for identification In sus
these could be seen as putting a name 10 2 50
benefits and others are reasons why ¢

and bibliographic database whenever they

-

finding is in line with Ebjuva (2005) who argue

advances in ICT. e¢lectronic information re<ou

: ol AL ik
electronic books. electronic journzls. CDROM datzba

online dztabases and
information age.

Conclusion and Recommendations
One can therefore conclude that since students’
in higher institutions is high in Niger State. 11
management of the university libranes such

oL

IBBU Lapai should strive to have sufficient an

resources as this will encourage librery users o visi cad use

resources to satisfy their informauon necds. Tas
because the advent of e-resources in academic

only radically ransformed the way informzton search .

in most libraries today. but has also greztly improsel 0
and quantity of information used by the Library usess
of and access 1o e-resources in academmc ibrznes are

factors towards undergraduate studerts’ optimal
iibrariesin achieving their academic pursuits.

Based on the findings of the study. the following recommenc

were made:

1.  There is need for university awhonies W P

network services that would enhance the usc
inthe libranes.

2.  There should be a regulaton bedy go
implementation of electromic libran senvices i Ny
libranies which wall as a matter of necesun enfores theu

S

of electronic resources in all msnunons
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3. Alternative power supply should be put in place by the
Iihrap' Management in order to ensure steady and
conlinuous access g available e-resources by the
rcsearchers: This could be an uninterruptible power supply
ora generating set, ‘

4. Competent manpower should be employed in the libraries by
the library management to cater for the library activities
especially in the area of ICT usage, in order to ensure casy
running of the library services.

5. There is need for provision of adequate fund by the
university authority to enable the libraries acquire sufficient
number of ICT facilities, as wel] as equip the libraries and
€nsure proper maintenance of the facilities such as ec-
resources for effective ntilisation of the Jibear .
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