
Close this dialog

Deepak Bhaskar Acharya;Karthigeyan Kuppan;B. Divya

Search by Content Type

Search within Publication

Search by Content Type

Search within Publication

Aims & Scope

IEEE Access® is a multidisciplinary, open access (OA), applications-oriented, all-electronic
archival journal that continuously presents the results of original research or development
across all IEEE fields of interest.

IEEE Access will publish articles that are of high interest to readers, original, technically correct,
and clearly presented. Supported by article processing charges (APCs), its hallmarks are a rapid
peer review and publication process with open access to all readers. Unlike IEEE's traditional
Transactions or Journals, reviews are "binary", in that reviewers will either Accept or Reject an
article in the form it is submitted in order to achieve rapid turnaround.

Open Access Article Processing Charge

• Submit Manuscript
• Submission Guidelines
• Become a Reviewer
• Open Access Publishing Options
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Texas A&M University, USA

Georgia State University, USA

University of California San Diego, USA

IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center
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Washington University, St. Louis, MO, USA

Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, USA

University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

University of Louisville/Bioengineering Department, Louisville, KY, USA
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University of Catania, Italy

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

The University of Michigan, USA

University of Beira Interior (UBI), Portugal
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Qatar University, Doha, Qatar

NASA-JPL California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA, USA

University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT USA

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, USA
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University of South Alabama, Alabama, USA

ADesign

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, Munich, Germany

Gnarus Institute, Itajuba, Brazil
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ABSTRACT The global drive towards a net-zero world and commitments from advanced countries towards a
significant cut of greenhouse gases by 2030 are objectives that have compelled a new technological paradigm
that must align with new global initiatives towards meeting agreed objectives towards the net-zero world. The
Internet-of-Things (IoT) is a technology that has shown strong viability in assisting nations and corporations
in meeting global commitments to the net-zero goal. To be effective, the operation of IoT devices must meet
very tight constraints; consequently, the design of the electronics, and applications that run on IoT devices
must be optimal especially in power utilization considerations. It is in this regard that this paper presents the
design of a power prediction model for a Cortex M processor. The design was achieved through a unique
methodology in which an instruction dissector played a central role in determining the exact instructions that
were executed, rather than using a generalized set of instructions from an instruction grouping. Multivariate
Adaptive Regression Splines (MARS) was used as the machine learning technique for deriving the prediction
models. A key feature of using MARS is that the predictor variables having the greatest effect on the models
were identified as the MVN and SBC instructions. A performance comparison of the design in this paper
was made with similar designs where it was shown that the approach of the design in this work yielded more
robust models with a reported error rate of 0.000629193 for logic power and 0.023096787 for data power.

INDEX TERMS Data power, IoT, logic power, power prediction model.

I. INTRODUCTION
The era of green technologies and the drive towards a net-
zero world are two important realities that are playing central
roles in the development of current and future technologies.
A net-zero world powered by technologies is a universally
accepted human aspiration strongly undergirded by different
resolutions from several UN bodies [1], [2], [3] and Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP) 26 [4] as a response to the dual
challenge of global warming and rapidly changing climate

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
approving it for publication was Wei Quan.

that pose an existential threat to the future of humanity.
To realize this aspiration, several technologies like internet-
of-things (IoT) have emerged with the aim of creating
the possibility of efficient management of environmental
resources and grid power consumption in real-time in order to
curb wastages that negatively affect the environment. Green
technologies like eco cars, smart buildings, smart agriculture
etc., being an integral part of the solution themselves,
rely heavily on IoT for their interconnectivity and optimal
functionality [5]. Thus, IoT is indirectly the center of
gravity for technological solutions geared towards a net-zero
future.
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IoT is a microcontroller-driven technology that has a
central processor on each of its node in a given network [6],
[7], [8]. Girded with this information, the development of
apps that run on IoT nodes must be in a manner that
optimally utilizes the capabilities of the processors at the
lowest possible power cost in order to assure long-term
operations especially in remote locations. One way to achieve
this is for the processor to be able to predict the rate of power
utilization, and supply such an information to a running app
that then uses it to decide the best possible route to take
in reducing power consumption. For this undertaking to be
meaningful, one must decide what type of processor to target
for the design of a power prediction model; this is important
because there are billions of IoT nodes having different types
of processors (from a number of chip makers and vendors) in
existence today [9], [10], [11]. A reasonable approach will
be to target a processor that is widely used in IoT nodes;
a candidate processor will be the CortexM series family
of processors from Advanced RISC Machines (ARM). The
choice of these ARM processors is hinged on the fact that
they have the most significant share of the market for IoT-
powered technologies as shown in figure 1 [12], [13].

FIGURE 1. Market share of ARM processors.

Having established a reasonable basis for the choice of a
target processor, the second important factor is the choice of
technique to use for estimating the processor power. There are
quite a number of techniques for the estimation of processor
power utilization [8], [14], [15], [16]; of these, the instruction
level technique aligns naturally with the requirements for

the design a power prediction model because it allows the
complete isolation of the estimated power of an application
from the hardware [8]. This is a desirable feature for any
focused-driven power estimation technique. Based on this
understanding, the design in this work will be an instruction
level power estimation technique.

To set the tone for the design, the paper is organized as
follows- section II presents an overview of related works
that have been done by other authors on instruction level
power estimation. Section III presents the methodology for
the design of the prediction model. In section IV, various
results obtained by simulations based on the methodology
are shown, alongside a performance comparison to similar
designs. A conclusion and open issues about future research
directions are finally discussed in section V.

II. OVERVIEW OF RELATED WORKS
Quite a number research on instruction level power estimation
have been conducted by different authors. A few of these
include the work by [17] where an instruction level energy
model for VLIW architectures was used for high level power
exploration framework. Specifically, they focused on the
reduction of the complexity of the energy model of k-issue
VLIW processor with respect to the number of operations
from O

(
|ISA|k

)
to

(
O

(
k ∗ |ISA|2

))
.

The instantaneous current drawn by the processor during
the execution of instructions was used by [18] as a basis
for the design of a technique for modeling instruction
level energy of pipelined processors. Using an appropriate
instrumentation, energy costs were modeled with regards to a
reference instruction. The costs factored inter-cycle energy
components that cancel out when summed to produce the
total estimates of a given program.

An instruction level power estimator called IPEN was
developed by [19] for sensor networks. To be robust, IPEN
was designed independent of a host OS; it is therefore capable
of estimating different types of sensor node software. The
operation of IPEN is based on the profiling of peripheral
accesses and function calls when an application is running.

By the combination of an empirical method and a statis-
tical analysis method technique, [20] developed a method
for accurately deriving the energy consumption model at
instruction level. The equation developed by their technique
works in such amanner that for any given program, the energy
behavior is characterized by observing the properties of the
instructions in the program.

Measurement based instruction level power analysis was
used as a basis by [21] for the development of a technique for
costing the power utilization of software in an accurate and
practical way. The technique was applied to three commercial
processors that are architecturally different. The systematic
analysis by their technique lead to the identification of
sources of software power consumption that can be targeted
during software design and transformation techniques.

Apart from these attempts, several other authors recently
used instruction level technique for the estimation of
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processor power utilization. A summary of some of these is
shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1. Recent research efforts in instruction level power estimation.

TABLE 1. (Continued.) Recent research efforts in instruction level power
estimation.

III. METHODOLOGY
The approach in this work is divided into five stages and
spanning a number of tools from Open Virtual Platforms
(OVP), to MATLAB, and to VIVADO. Figure 2 shows the
flow for the methodology using these tools.

FIGURE 2. Workflow for methodology.

The first stage in the methodology is the modeling of the
Cortex M processor using OVP. This is shown in figure 2a,
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and it involves three sub-stages i.e. processor modeling,
performance benchmarking, and instruction tracing. The
processor modeling involves the use of OP API to design and
integrate three key components of the processor considered in
this work i.e. the bus, the CPU, and thememory. The intercon-
nectivity of these components form the measurement setup
for the work. Figure 3 shows the schematic representation of
the interconnectivity; the components are integrated using OP
API.

FIGURE 3. Measurement setup based on OVP model of processor
integrated components.

The performance of the integrated system is tested using
selected benchmarks like Dhrystone, and PeekSpeed2 as
shown in figure 2a. The instructions used in executing
the benchmarks by the processor are then extracted using
instruction tracing by the OP API. A code algorithm for the
operations in figure 2a is shown as follows:

Algorithm 1 Code Algorithm for Processor Modeling,
Benchmarking, and Instruction Tracing
Input: CPUCores, MainBus, RAM, Benchmark
Output: InstructionTrace
1: Connect processor core to MainBus
2: Connect processor to RAM
3: Load Benchmark n
4: while Benchmark n do
5: initialize instruction pointers
6: run Benchmark on processor
7: CPUId← {x | x ϵ CPUCores}
8: PointerAddress← {x | x ϵ InstructionsAddresses}
9: InstructionHexCode← {x | x ϵ InstructionsHexCodes}
10: InstructionName← {x | x ϵ InstructionsNames}
13: end while
14: InstructionTrace← (CPUId, PointerAddress,

InstructionHexCode, InstructionName)

Figure 4 shows a partial view of the inputs and anticipated
output from Algorithm 1; a partial view of the OP APIs used
from processor modeling to instruction tracing are shown.

The second stage as shown in figure 2b is the dissector
of the instructions that were run by the processor while
executing benchmarks in figure 2a. The first step is the
removal of redundancies in the instruction trace files; this
process extracts only the listed instructions in the trace
file. The extracted instructions are then counted in the
instruction counter step to determine how many times each
instruction was executed during the benchmark operations.
The information from the instruction is fed to the instruction

filter step; this step will separate instructions that were
not executed thus having a count value of zero, from the
instructions that were executed and thus having a count
value greater than zero. The executed instructions are fed to
the instruction classification step where they are classified
into instruction categories as specified by ARM i.e. the
designers of the processors; the reader is referred to [26]
for further information on instruction groups for instruction
classification.

Algorithm 2 shows the pseudocode for the operation of
the instruction dissector using MATLAB; figure 5 presents
in more conceptual details the operations that happen in the
instruction dissector stage.

In figure 2c i.e. the third stage of the methodology, a design
of a RISC processor based on ARM instruction set architec-
ture is performed; the design is a general purpose processor
whose decoder is tailored to execute the instructions that were
actually executed during the benchmarking operations; for
the work considered in this paper, the decoder is designed to
execute data processing instructions. This approach ensures
that redundancy is eliminated by having a decoder that does
not have hardware for instructions that will not considered;
hence, an accurate power utilization information will become
obtainable by this approach.

Algorithm 2 Code Algorithm for Instruction Dissection
Input: InstructionTrace
Output: InstructionClassification
//Redundancy removal

1: InstrName← {x | x ϵ InstructionTrace and x is all instruction
names in InstructionTrace}

2: Name← InstrName
3: j← 0
// Instruction counter
4: while Name do
5: Count← 0
6: for allk = 0 to N – 1 do
7: if(Namej == InstrNamek) then
8: if ((Namej∩ {x | x ϵ Name and Name0 ≤ x ≤ Namej−1})

== 0) then
9: Count← Count + 1
10: else
11: Count← Count
12: end if
13: end if
14: end for
15: NameCountj← Count
16: j← j + 1
17: end while
// Instruction filter
18: ExeInstruction← {x | x ϵ Name and NameCount of Name > 0 }
19: NonExeInstruction← {x | x ϵ Name and NameCount of Name ==

0 }
// Instruction classification
20: InstrType← {x | x ϵ ExeInstruction and ExeInstruction is sorted

into instruction type}
21: InstrTypeCount←

∑
x∈S x where S← {y | y is the count value

for each instruction in a selected InstrType}
22: InstrClassification← (InstrType, InstrTypeCount)

VOLUME 12, 2024 164685



D. P. Yusuf et al.: Development of a Model for Prediction of IoT Processor Power Utilization

FIGURE 4. Processor modeling, benchmarking, and instruction tracing
using OP APIs.

VHDL was used as the coding language for the hardware
description of the processor, and Xilinx VIVADO was used
as the coding environment. The instruction decoder in the
processor design in this stage is a modification of the decoder
in the processor design by [27]; all other components used
for the processor were adopted from the VHDL description
of the components by [27]. The operation of the processor
is tested by executing each data processing instruction that
was actually executed by the processor model designed using
OVP in figure 2a; for each execution, the logic and data
power utilization of the instruction type is extracted using
the Switching Activity Interchange Format (SAIF) file. The

SAIF file contains the static and dynamic power utilization
of an instruction class; this work focuses on the dynamic
power utilization because it is what an app developer can
readily optimize. Figure 6 shows the conceptual details of the
workflow activities in figure 2c.

FIGURE 5. Operation of dissector for instruction dissection.

The fourth stage in the methodology i.e. figure 2d is
machine learning stage; it churns the logic and data power
utilization by computing the sum of power utilization for each
row of data. This yields an input/output relationship dataset
that is fed to the multivariate adaptive regression splines
(MARS) as a machine learning technique.

MARS is a data-driven machine learning technique that
uses a non-parametric regression approach to break a training
dataset into different splines- piecewise linear segments
characterized by differing slopes. The segments are delimited
using knots in such a manner that the sub-divisions between
any adjacent regions are marked to obtain basis functions
(BFs) which are piecewise curves [28], [29], [30], [31].
Mathematically, MARS can be expressed as [30]:

y = C0 +

N∑
i=1

Ci

kj∏
j=1

bji
(
xϑ(j,i)

)
(1)
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where y is the output variable, C0 a constant, Ci the vector of
coefficients associated with non-constant BFs, bji

(
xϑ(j,i)

)
is

the BF with truncated power and having ϑ (j, i) as the index
of independent variable used in the ith term of the jth product,
and kj being a parameter that limits the interaction order. Any
spline bji, can be defined by the following relationships [28],
[29], [30], [31]:

bji (x) =
∣∣x − tji∣∣q+ = { (

x − tji
)q if x < tji

0 if x ≥ t

bji+1 (x) =
∣∣tji − x∣∣q+ = { (

tji − x
)q if x < tji

0 if x ≥ t
(2)

where tji is the knot of the spline, q (q > 0) represents the
spline power and the degree of smoothness of the resultant
function approximation. The determination of the basis
function to be included in the model is done by generalized
cross-validation (GCV); this is the mean of the squared
residual error divided by a penalty whose complexity depends
on the model and is mathematically expressed as [30]:

GCV =

1
N

N∑
i=1

[yi − f (xi)]2[
1− M+d×(M−1)/2

N

]2 (3)

where M is the number of bases functions, d the penalty for
each basis function in the sub-model, N the number of data
sets, and f (xi) the predicted values by MARS.

The output from the machine learning using MARS is a
power prediction model (PPM) of the form:

y = C0 + C1BF1 − C2BF2 ± · · · ± CnBFn (4)

Algorithm 3 shows the pseudocode for the machine
learning based on MARS, and Algorithm 4 shows the
pseudocode for the power prediction model.

Algorithm 3 Pseudocode for Machine Learning Based on
MARS
Input: InstrPower from RTL design
// InstrPower is all instruction power in RTL design
Output: PMEquation

1: DataPower← {x | x ϵ all data power in InstrPower}
2: LogicPower← {x | x ϵ all logic power in InstrPower}
3: TrainingDataPower← {x | x ϵ DataPower and 80% of

DataPower}
4: TestingDataPower← {x | x ϵ DataPower and 20% of DataPower}
5: TrainingLogicPower← {x | x ϵ LogicPower and 80% of LogicPower}
6: TestingLogicPower← {x | x ϵ LogicPower and 20% of LogicPower}
7: DataPowerModel← aresbuild (TrainingDataPower)
8: LogicPowerModel← aresbuild (TrainingLogicPower)
// aresbuild is the function that executes MARS
9: DataPowerModelValidation← DataPowerModel (TestingDataPower)
10: LogicPowerModelValidation← LogicPowerModel(TestingLogicPower)
11: DPModelEquation← areseq (DataPowerModel)
12: LPPowerModelEquation← areseq (LogicPowerModel)
// aresbuild is the function that produces the model equation used for PPM
13: PMEquation← (DPModelEquation, LPModelEquation)

Figure 7 shows the conceptual workflow in the fourth stage
i.e. the operations in figure 2d.

The last stage of the methodology is shown in figure 2e;
it involves an FPGA-based design of a systolic array

FIGURE 6. ARM based processor design and power utilization extraction.

Algorithm 4 Pseudocode for Power Prediction Model
Input: PowerModelEquation
Output: PowerPredictionModel

1: DataPowerEquation← DataPowerModelEquation ϵ PMEquation
2: LogicPowerEquation← LogicPowerModelEquation ϵ PMEquation

3: bft1←
{
x − t, x > t
0, otherwise

4: bft2←
{
t − x, x < t
0, otherwise

// bft implies Basis Function Type
5: bfdp← DataPowerEquation(bft1, bft2)
// bfdp is basis functions for data power
6: bflp← LogicPowerEquation(bft1, bft2)
// bflp is basis functions for logic power
7: DataPowerPredictionModule← {x | x ϵ bfdp and bfdp1 ≤ x≤ bfdpN }
8: LogicPowerPredictionModule← {x | x ϵ bflp and bflp1 ≤ x≤ bflpM }
9: PowerPredictionModel ← (DataPowerPredictionModule, LogicPow-

erPredictionModule)

architecture based on the PPM equation. The systolic array
architecture will used as a sub-circuit that can be embedded in
an overall design will be used for predicting power utilization
for an application running on Cortex-M processor.

IV. ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
This section presents an analysis of the results obtained from
the designs performed in this works, as well as from the
methodology through which the designs were made. The
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FIGURE 7. Machine learning and power prediction model.

analysis is constructed based on the results obtained from the
generalized workflow in figure 2.

A. INSTRUCTION TRACING ANALYSIS
The instruction tracing is the first result obtained from the
design flow process; it is the final output from the modeling
of the processor and the execution of the selected test
benches. A partial view of the traced instructions is shown
in Table 2 for 15 samples from the trace file after executing
the PeakSpeed2 benchmark.

TABLE 2. Partial view of executed instructions in the trace file.

The information column in Table 2 indicates that only
a single CPU called ‘‘cpu0’’ was modeled; the address
column shows the respective memory addresses from where
the executed instructions were fetched. The opcode column
show the machine code (in hex) for executing an instruction,
while the instruction column indicate the actual instruction
that the CPU executed. Table 3 shows the types of bench-
marks executed and the total number of instructions traced
for each benchmark.

B. INSTRUCTION CLASSIFICATION ANALYSIS
Instruction classification as shown in figure 2b is the output
of the instruction dissector. Its task is to determine the
total number of instructions executed for every category
of instructions. The categories were selected based on the

TABLE 3. Benchmarks and numbers of traced instructions.

categories in [26] as earlier indicated. Table 4 shows the
output of the instruction dissector; it can be seen that the
PeekSpeed2 has the highest number of memory access
instructions while the Fibonacci test bench has the highest
number of data processing instructions.

TABLE 4. Instruction categorization and count by dissector.

It should be noted that the derived instruction categories
from the instruction dissector is the basis on which the
instruction decoder for the VHDL design of the processor
in figure 2c is performed. For the work in this paper, data
processing instructions are the focus for the design of the
prediction for power utilization. The prediction model of
other instruction classes will be considered in a future work.

C. LOGIC AND DATA POWER EXTRACTION
The extraction of the logic and data power for each instruction
type is performed after the SAIF process; for each instruction
type, the logic and data power are extracted using the power
analysis tool in the VIVADO design suite. Figure 8 shows an
example of extracted power the SUB instruction, and the EOR
instruction. In figure 8, the power associated with signals
represents the data power. The input/output (I/O) power is not
considered in this work as it is negligible with a value of less
than 0.001W. As indicated in figure 8, for some instructions
the data power is higher than the logic power, while for some
others, the reverse is the case.

The data and logic power for all the executed instructions
are extracted and used as the basis for the construction of
a table that will be used by the machine learning stage. For
each instruction category, the instruction dissector, as shown
in figure 5, filters out the executed instructions from the non-
executed instructions. Consequently, for the data processing
instructions, the executed instructions, as determined by the
instruction dissector, are shown in Table 5 in the context of
their description as predictor variables, and their definition.
Thus, eleven predictor variables were derived from the

164688 VOLUME 12, 2024



D. P. Yusuf et al.: Development of a Model for Prediction of IoT Processor Power Utilization

FIGURE 8. Extracted power for SUB and EOR instructions.

dissection of the data processing instructions executed by the
processor. The same variable nomenclature holds for data
power, and logic power; hence, their definition applies to
all two categories of power type. For the data processing
instructions, the sample data for the logic and data power are
shown in Table 6.

TABLE 5. Summary of input and output variables for data power.

D. MACHINE LEARNING ANALYSIS
Using MARS, the optimum number of basis for the logic
power, and data power for data processing instructions
in Tables 6 are selected as shown in figures 9 and 10
respectively. The optimum number of basis was estimated
by Generalized Cross Validation (GCV) and cross validation
converged on the same value of 7 as the optimum number
of basis for the logic, and data power; this is a desirable

TABLE 6. Sample training and testing data.

property and a good indicator of the quality of the data from
the perspective of stability.

A key feature of MARS is in its ability to identify what
predictor variables are having the strongest effect on a
derived model. Consequently, for the logic and data power,
the analysis of the weights of their predictor variables is
presented in Tables 7 and 8 respectively.

In Table 7, there are three predictor variables which have
an effect on the logic power model, with x11 representing the
MVN instruction having the strongest effect; following it is
x5 representing the CMP instruction having a lesser effect.
The predictor variable x8 representing the EOR instruction
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FIGURE 9. Optimum number of basis for logic power.

FIGURE 10. Optimum number of basis for data power.

TABLE 7. Weights of logic power predictor variables.

TABLE 8. Weights of data power predictor variables.

has the least effect on the model for predictor variables that
are used; other predictor variables are unused. Table 9 shows

the basis function for this model having the participating
predictor variables.

TABLE 9. Basis functions with corresponding logic power model
equations.

In Table 8, the variable x9 that represents the SBC has
the strongest effect on the data power model; following
it is x2 that represents the SUB instruction and then the
RSB instruction represented by x7; other predictor variables
are unused. Table 10 shows the basis function and the
corresponding equation for the data power model.

TABLE 10. Basis functions with corresponding equations for data power
model.

The plot for the logic power model shown in figure 11was
plotted with x5 and x11 as independent variables, and y
as the dependent variable. The non-linearity effect of the
independent variables on the output of the model is visible
along the x5 axis. In a similar analysis, the plot of the data
model shown in figure 12 has x2 and x9 as the independent
variables, and y as the dependent variable. Figure 12 shows
better linear relationship between the independent variables
and the dependent variable. The variation in linearity between
figure 11 and 12 will affect the rate of convergence of the BFs
associated with the models.

E. BASIS FUNCTION CONVERGENCE ANALYSIS
The performance of the basis functions for the data power and
logic power associated with the data processing instructions
is shown in figure 13a and 13b respectively. It can be observed
that the BFs of the data power achieved convergence earlier
than those of the logic power. This is expected because for any
given set of data processing operations, the data involved are
likely to remain constant except for a few intermediate values,
while the logic operations on the data can span from a few
operations to a large number of operations. As an example,
consider the circuit shown in figure 14; it can be observed that
while there are three input data associated with its operations,
there are however seven logic operations that occur between
that data. These kind of scenarios have an effect on
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FIGURE 11. Linearity plot of logic power model.

FIGURE 12. Linearity plot of data power model.

the latency associated with the convergence of the logic
power BFs.

F. COEFFICIENT OF DETERMINATION (R2) ANALYSIS
To determine the proportion of variance of the dependent
variables (power outputs from the model equations) that can
be predicted from the independent predictor variables, the
R2 results for the two models is presented in this regard in
Table 11.

TABLE 11. R2 values for power model categories.

The results in Table 11 indicate that the MARS models for
the power model categories of data processing instructions
indicate that only marginal differences will be observed

FIGURE 13. Performance of BFs.

FIGURE 14. Data points and logic operations in a circuit.

FIGURE 15. Curve fitting performance for logic power.

between measured power and the predicted power. For the
logic power and data power, the prediction model will be
able to predict power utilization with an error of 0.05%
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FIGURE 16. Curve fitting performance for data power.

FIGURE 17. Convergence performance between training and validation
phase.

and 0.04% for logic power and data power respectively.
This level of performance implies that the prediction models
are reliable; hence, there is a justification for the design
of an embedded sub-circuit based on these models. Such a
circuit when integrated in a system running on the Cortex
M3 processor can be saddled with the responsibility of
continuously predicting the logic power and data power
for data processing operations. With such an information,
an application running on the system would be able to make
optimal decisions during data operations to guarantee energy

FIGURE 18. Design of basis functions using ASM chart.

FIGURE 19. (x – t)+ simulation. Note: all values are in HEX notation.

FIGURE 20. (t – x)+ simulation. Note: all values are in HEX notation.

efficiency while at the same time maintaining a good level of
performance.

To corroborate the level of accuracy, figure 15 shows the
plot of the performance of the logic power for the training
phase and validating phase. For the training phase, an almost
perfect fit was achieved by the model in figure 15a, while
during the validation phase, a slight deviation from the
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FIGURE 21. Systolic array circuit for FPGA realization of logic power
model.

fitting curve occurred at about 0.04W. In a similar analysis,
figure 16 shows the curve fitting performance for data power.
Figure 16a shows a better fitting in the training phase for
the data power than the training phase for the logic power
in figure 15a. Similarly, for the validation phase, the data
power model showed better curve fitting in figure 16b than
the logic power model in figure 54b. A convergence plot
between the predicted power during the training phase, and
the predicted power during the validation for the case of the
data power and logic power models is shown in figure 17,
and as expected a faster convergence is observed in the case
of the data power model than that of the logic power model.
The reason for the convergence rates is a function of the curve
fitting performance in figure 15 and 16.

G. FPGA REALIZATION FOR POWER PREDICTION MODEL
(PPM)
The equations for the logic power model in Table 9 and the
data power model in Table 10 can be used for the hardware

FIGURE 22. Logic power orchestration sub-circuit.

FIGURE 23. Circuits for SPE and DPEl.

realization of the PPMs. A systolic array approach can be
used for such a design since the independent variables can be
viewed as concurrent streams of data. For the sake of brevity
to avoid over-blotting of this work, the reader is referred
to [32], [33], [34], and [35] for details on systolic arrays
and design techniques. The choice of an FPGA for such
a realization naturally comes to play because FPGAs have
concurrent hardware that makes them ideal for systolic circuit
design.

A natural take off point for the FPGA realization is the
design of the BFs, and based on the expressions in (2), the BFs
are either of the form (x – t)+ or (t - x)+. Figure 18 shows the
design of the BFs using anAlgorithmic StateMachine (ASM)
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FIGURE 24. Systolic array circuit for FPGA realization of data power
model.

Chart. VHDLwas used for the hardware description design of
the BFs; the design was a generic design capable of handling
data with different bit width, and figure 19 and 20 show the
simulation for the BFs for a case of an 8-bit bit width data.

Using the output equation in Table 9, a systolic array based
circuit for the FPGA realization of the logic power model is
shown in figure 21.

The signal orchestration sub-circuit in the design ensures
proper timing of the signals arriving to the SPEs (Summation
Processing Element) and DPEs (Difference Processing Ele-
ment) so that accurate results are obtained by ensuring all the
requirements for data dependencies are satisfied. Figure 22
shows the signal orchestration sub-circuit, and figure 23
shows the circuits for the SPE and DPE blocks.

Similarly, figure 24 shows the FPGA realization for the
data power model and figure 25 shows its corresponding
signal orchestration sub-circuit.

The simulation for the design of FPGA realization of the
logic, and data powermodels is shown in figure 26 for the first
four of the results. It should be noted that the results are fixed
point results because the FPGA realizations were designed on
the basis of fixed point representation.

FIGURE 25. Data power orchestration sub-circuit.

To verify the functional accuracy of the FPGA realizations,
two models were developed for the architecture in figure 21
using MATLAB and Ada programming; similarly, two
models were developed for the architecture in figure 24
using MATLAB and Ada programming. Table 12 shows
the first seven samples of the logic and data power results
respectively from the FPGA realization using VHDL, the
MATLAB model, and the Ada model.

A Root Mean Squared Error (RMSE) analysis was
performed between the results from the FPGA realization via
VHDL and the corresponding models in MATLAB and Ada
using the relationship in (5) as defined by [36] as:

RMSE =

√√√√√ N∑
i=1

[
y (i)− ŷ (i)

]2
N

(5)

where y (i) is the expected output (obtained from the
MATLAB and Ada models), ŷ (i) is the actual output
(obtained from the FPGA realization via VHDL), and N is
the number of samples.

From the logic power results, the RMSE between the
MATLAB model and FPGA realization is 0.000000, and
the RMSE between the Ada model and FPGA realization
is 6.29193e-6, which translates to 0.000629193% error.
Similarly, from the data power results, the RMSE between
the MATLAB model and FPGA realization is 0.000000, and
the RMSE between the Ada model and the FPGA realization
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FIGURE 26. First four samples of predicted power by processor. Note:
Computed values are in fixed-point representation.

is 2.30968e-4, which translates to 0.023096787% error. It can
be observed that the FPGA realization results show very high
accuracy from the RMSE values; the RMSE values between
the Ada model and FPGA realizations is due to the strong
typed nature of Ada as a language; it thus is able to represent
data with a degree of accuracy that outperforms modeling
languages likeMATLAB. For this reason, Ada is the language
of choice in safety-critical systems from avionics to nuclear
plant control.

V. PERFORMANCE COMPARISON WITH
RELATED WORKS
A performance comparison between the design in this paper
and similar designs by other authors is shown in Table 13. The
comparison focused on robustness of design, and accuracy.
It can be observed the design in this paper compares
favorably with other designs. The design methodology in

TABLE 12. First seven samples of logic and data power results.

this paper had features like predictor variable identification
and mini hardware realization; these features make the
design in this paper more robust in comparison to other
designs.

The predictor variable identification feature made the
design in this work capable of identifying the particular
instruction that consuming the most power; such an informa-
tion is important is very important in optimal design of IoT
applications that are anticipated to operate in remote locations
for an extended period of time. As reported in Table 13,
a very high degree of accuracy was achieved by the prediction
mini hardware realization of the circuits of the prediction
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TABLE 13. Performance comparison. TABLE 14. Performance comparison with earlier works.
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TABLE 14. (Continued.) Performance comparison with earlier works.

model in this work. The accuracy was arrived at using RMSE
between the prediction model that was coded in MATLAB
and Ada, and the FPGA realization based on systolic array
architecture via VHDL. The work by authors as reported in
Table 13 also had good accuracy; it should be noted the basis
for the determination of their accuracy is not the same as the
approach in this work.

A comparative analysis is also presented in Table 14 for
performance comparison between the technique presented
in this work, and the techniques published in earlier work
based on a number of parameters that can be broadly
applied.

VI. CONCLUSION
Power prediction models for processors are poised to become
an integral part of future designs of applications that are
envisaged to be energy-aware. Consequently, the design
of processor power models using different techniques has
become an active area of research. The design in this paper
presented an instruction level approach for the design of a
CORTEX M power prediction using MARS. The data for
the design were extracted from the power analysis tool of
VIVADO where all the power associated with the operation
of the processor during the execution of an instruction can
be obtained. The design was able to identify the predictor
variables like MVN and SBC instructions having very strong
effect on the derived models. The accuracy of the models
was underscored by the curve fitting performance where
strong convergence was observed. The design also proposed
a mini hardware realization of the prediction model based on
a systolic array architecture that was coded and functionally
verified using VHDL. The performance comparison of the
design in this work was compared to similar designs in the
context of robustness and accuracy; the design in this work
compared favorably.
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