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+ Preface

formation as profound as the agricultural, industﬁal

digital revolutions that preceded it. We are entering the eor ?a%{/g;iesdﬂ:elc%i%slgl?l R?Voluti(’);md |
paradigm shift characterized by the synergistic integration et bi% tes like ific 2
intelligence, blockchain technology, Internet of things, perva i iricily aid ,sust G‘Chngl‘o Vit ;l
robotics, all underscored by a renewe;d focus on hun}qla?;cchnolo e bamablht_ hid
revolution, unlike its predecessors, is not merely about wha ?n it thgeymost r,esgl‘t about | ow ii |
can augment human potential, foster creativity, and address so Pressing cha]lenges |

facing our planet.

The world stands at the precipice of a trans

For centuries, libraries have served as the custodian of knowledge, the arbiters of ‘lnformation) ang i
the vibrant hubs of community engagement. From the scrolls Of. Alexandria to thg digity
repositories of today, their fundamental mission has remained constant: t(l) Ic{onnect'people With the
information they need to learn, grow, and thrive. But as the 5th Illdl.IStI"]a evolutloq gather g, |
the very definition of "information" and "service" is undergoing a radical r e-evaluation in library |
and information profession. In line response to the above, ttll}e Nigerian Library Association heldhe,
63rd National Conference at Benin City, Edo State from 6" to 11" July, 2025 w1tl} the Theme “The
5" Industrial Revolution and the Future of Library and Information Service Delivery i, d
Changing World”. It is a theme that is considered very apt in the face of rising competitivenegs j,
the information market and the quest for professional identity and relevance among library apq

information professionals in Nigeria. ~ °

This book is an invitation to librarians, information professionals, educators, policymakers, anq
indeed, anyone invested in the future of knowledge, creation, access, and use to contemplate the
profound implications of this new era. More importantly, this book is a call to action, 1t further
argues that the 5th Industrial Revolution, far from rendering libraries and librarians obsolete
presents an unprecedented opportunity for them to reassert their indispensable role in society. B);
embracing innovation, adapting their services, and reimagining their physical and digital spaces,
libraries can evolve into dynamic, intelligent, and deeply human-centered institutions. We exploré |
how libraries can leverage Al for personalized learning, become incubators for digital literacy and
gﬁztilgzl thinking, champion data ethics, and foster collaborative environments that bridge the digital

future where libraries remain vibrant s
, €8 :
the age of the 5th Industria] Revolution a;(zin‘t?ei}grllgars Pty

Dr. Lawal Umar

i

Vice Presi :
ce President & Chairman, Nationg] Organizing Commit
‘ Mittee
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