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INTEGRATING ICT INTO ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEARNING: THE PERCEPTION OF ESL STUDENTS |N
IBADAN METROPOL S

Isaac Nnam Ohia & Felicia Chibuogwu Chikwendu

30.1 Introduction

English language has been described as the most widely spread and spoken
language the world over (Crystal, 1997). It has also been noted that one out of five
of the world's population speaks English with some degree of competence and also
that 90% of all information in the world's electronic retrieval systems is stored in
English language (Hasman, 2004). Crystal (1997) states that 95% of international
organisations-in the world use English language as their official means of
transaction. Citing the Mexican Journal of Medicine as an example, Osisanwo
(2005) asserts that most scientific publications around the world that stated
publishing in some other languages have switched over to English language. In
these days of globalisation, more and more people are seeking access to English
language to be able to connect to the activities of the wider world. These
underscore the extensive use of English language in various parts of the world
with its attendant impact on the life of the people.

Locally, among the various languages spoken in Nigeria, English language
stands out on its own being the most widely used in metropolitan and
cosmopolitan cities (Babajide, 2001). As in many countries with colonial experience
linked with Britain, English was introduced into Nigeria by the colonial master
more than three centuries now (Babajide, 2001). English has defied cultural,‘eth.mc
and sociolinguistic boundaries to emerge a powerful force in the communication
Process and social cohesion in the life of Nigerians. It is the official langu{‘Se of
transaction of government business. It is used in the military. and paramilitary
sector, in the judiciary, in the legislature and in.th.e media. lt. is t:e Iangutage ﬁf
unity and widely accepted by different linguistic groups in t; ;:ounu:y.e of
education, it is a compulsory subject of study at all levels and also the ?ng ‘livel
instruction from the fourth year of the primary school to the tertiary ’
(Bamgbose, 1971; Olatunji, 2000; Osisanwo, 2005). iecla (Oyetads, 2001; lwaze,

English language is a language of prestige in Nig ociated with the
2008) and of upward mobility because of the advantages ass St
ability jn it i rdstick for measuring the quality ot one

ty in its use. Thus, it is the ya
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e dniation i Nigeria. It has become the passport for economic, political and socia]

sutcess and now constitutes a status symbol and a gateway to the cream of the
social world. Good performance in English is assc:wczated with ‘acad.eml.c SI-JCCQSS
(Oyetade, 2001) To meet admission requirements 3nt0 any ter‘tl'ary. mShthlQH in
Nigeria, an O'level credit pass in English language is a prerequisite irrespective of
the intended course of study. Failure in English language, therefore, means failure
to secure social, economic and political securities. It a.lso means failure to gain
employment in government service, firms and orgam’sahor}s. e

In view of the strategic position of English language in Nigeria, it is expected
that proficiency would be high in the language especially among students at
various levels of education. This is, however, not the case as less than 20% of
Nigerians can claim to have adequate access to the language (Iwara, 2008). Official
records show that students' performance in this subject in school and out of schoo]
is low. This is evident from the mass failure in the English language paper of the
West African Examination Councils (WAEC), Senior Secondary Certificate
Examination (SSCE) that has been recorded over the years (WAEC Chief
Examiner's Report for over a decade now (2005 - 2015).

Quite unfortunately, efforts made to improve students' performance seem not
to have yielded any result. The 2006 WAEC Chief Examiner's report revealed that
the weaknesses of students' listed in the papers of the previous years were still
recurring, listing illiterate expressions that rarely communicated sense as a major
weakness. The 2007 WAEC Chief Examiners' report also revealed that poor
knowledge and usage of English language was exhibited by most of the
candidates. It also noted that despite the listing of candidates' weaknesses every
year, there is no evidence that those concerned are taking steps to overcome them.
Many factors may have accounted for poor performance of students in English
language. Some of the factors pointed at by research are teacher factors, student
factor and environmental factors (Ajibade, 2000; Ehusani, 2002). Despite
recommendations arising from such research findings, performance of students in
examinations has not significantly improved. Kolawole and Olatunji (2006)
attribute poor performance to lack of computers, videos, DVDs, and others that
could improve the teaching of the subject. Similarly, Logan (2001) stressed that
non-ac.loption .Of ICT by' educators and learners account for the failure of learners
to ach:e\'re desired learning outcomes. While Abimbade and Ogar (2005) identifi.d
appropriate methodology as a vital factor in enhancing students' performance in
English language, Williams (1990) note that teaching materials besides textbooks
needed to be used in English language classrooms,

Globally, focys seems to have shifted from textbook to technology in the
classroom. 11'1 this era of technology, there are different types of Information
Communication Techpology (ICT) facilities and gadgets that can be used in the
classroom. Technological innovations in education have brought many kinds of

audio-based ICT gadgets and equipment into the classroom to enhance teaching
and learning,

In Nigeria, there are articles in books, journals, magazines that have stressed the

importance of ICT for learning and called for its integration into the educationa!
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gystem (Aleburuy, 2905; Balog}ln, 200.5; Odusanya, 2005), They attrib---t ; /
Ldvantages to.tho use of ICF in learning apart from motivating stud uted many
more interest u.\ their studies. Nigeria, as a duvcluping nation ’:u‘:ed etms to_show
future generation for the twenty-first century challenges which ti D SquIp her
dagogical pattern does not provide. This calls for the need to inte fattralglm'maI
her educational systt?m. Coflsequently, the federal government as %vvlle o,
state governments 1s n:la}lflng efforts to equip their respective scﬁof f many
computers, some ICT facilities and personnel, SEeRls wilh
The importance of ICT in education has been stressed b
(2001) stresses that the essence of ICT is in jt's power to he
societies achieve greater access to knowledge and
humanity. Students use of ICT in education is expected to improve educational
outcomes, increase skill§ in the use of technology (Corbett and Williams, 2002) and
play a significant role in promoting literacy among students (Cummins, Brown
and Seyers, 2010). Yves, Dieters and Marcelino (2006) note that there is a
widespread belief that technology has an important role to play in changing and
modernizing educational systems and ways of learning, stressing that it will affect
the complete learning process. Thus, Gillian (2001) identifies the following
changes, among others, in student behaviour attributed to ICT:
 The development of various intellectual skills such as reasoning and
problem solving-learning how to learn and creativity.

Specificity of what is learned using the new technologies is broadened and
deepened.

y researchers. Ayo
' lp individuals and
ideas for the benefit of

Students demonstrate a greater spontaneous interest in a learning activity.

o« The time and attention devoted to learning activities increase when
students use ICT, the ease of access to information develops the research
spirit.

e Broader co-operation among individuals within and beyond school is
enabled through technologies.

e The availability of stimulation, virtual manipulation, graphic
representation and rapid merging of data contributes to linkage in
knowledge and leads to more integrated and better assimilated learning.

¢ Relationships between teachers and students are more interactive and
guiding, rather than transferring information from teacher to student.

o Capacity to cope with rapidly changing, complex, and uncertain
environment is enhanced.

e New Skills and abilities are fostered through technology literacy.

However, the success of any device will depend on how its intended uscrs
perceive it,

Perception is a significant factor in determining acceptance'and use ofba‘
device or tool. For any educational tool to be effechye}y used, it needs to -.
positively perceived by its intended users. Longman Dictionary of Cont;e;ﬁpoialzé
English (34 edition) defines perception as the way one regards somet mgl o
one's beliefs about what it is like. Perception has also been described as involving
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mental interpretation influenced by mental state, past U'iiPL:;ch‘f‘jn };TITIOWIQQ;_;Q,
motivations and other factors (Slavin, 2000). It also means to re Il possible
; d Tutoo, 1988). In that sense, it involyeg
ways by sight, touch or smell, (Kundu an / _ ‘ :
. ~iated with the object being perceived based
the cognition of a number of facts associate — Y
& : : - o be able to take a justlhable position aboyt
on experience with the said object to be @
such object. _ " .
Perception can be positive or negative. Learners ?an ROS’fIVEIY Or negatively

) ' . . t for instance, ICT equipment, based on thejr
erceive their learning environment, ;

P devices. Perception can also be based on
interpretation and assessment of the devices. ary have sbout
knowledge and experience or lack of both that one any the
environment (Rama Rao, 2008). , .

Location( of school is relevant in educational issues (Okebukf)la, 2002).
Location of school could be conceptualized as the perv.a.dmg environmenta]
condition surrounding a school. Such environmental condition could Ibe urbfln,
rural or peri-urban. Wall (1975) in Jaiyeoba (2008) notes that a .s-chool s location
plays a vital role in determining the kind of educational opPortumhes (?ffer-e.d,
Urban areas are characterized by modern life-style including the ayallabzhty and
use of modern technologies and infrastructure. This may not be said of the rural
and peri-urban areas where traditional life-style tends to dominate. The peri-urban
areas might have a certain degree of technological presence unlike the rural areas
where in most cases there is complete absence of modern technology. The
characteristics of an area would influence the school located in it. Consequently,
school location could negatively or positively affect students' dispositions towards
technology and ICT facilities based on the prevailing conditions. Students in these
areas are likely to perceive ICT resources differently.

School ownership type is also an important determinant of how senior
secondary school students would perceive the integration of ICT into their English
language learning (Ali, 2004). School ownership type could be public, that is,
government (state of federal) owned. It could also be privately owned either by
individuals, organisations or agencies. Schools run by different owners are usually
established on different ideals and values. That could probably account for

different classroom conditions and structures (Scaffner, in Olatunji, 2011) in
different schools. According to Scaffner, private school

better organized and less rule oriented classrooms. Similarly, attitude to ICT
resources in education would differ from ownership to o

i ble of . Vo wnership. This condition
1s capable of causing variation in ICT perception of students in these differently
owned secondary schools.

s have more involving

30.2 Statement of the Problem

ESL students poor performance in English language has been attributed to among
others lgck of modern technological language facilities like computers, videos,
DVDs, films and other ICT gadgets (Kolawole and Olatunji, 2006; Folajinm,
E,lofgr and Folajinmi, 2008). One of the recommendations aimed at improving
English 'la.mguage performance is the integration of modern language learning and
ICT facilities in schools based on the premise that ICT cangir:;rove students
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g, (Gillian, 2001). There are different research

rried out abroad. In Nigeria, researches conduyct
iostl)’ focused on teachers use or knowledge of |
Tess Jttention givlen to st.udent centrc’.‘d studies. Since ICT facilities are provided for
{he purpose of improving students leammg, there is need for student centred
studies with respect to ICT and language. learning. This is necessary because no
ducational tool can make- the desired impact unless the users are positively
disposed to it.Therefore, thlS stu

dy sought to examine ESL student i
' ) . S perception of
integrating ICT into the teaching of English language. It also examiges the
influence of school location and school ownershi

integrating ICT into English language learning,
To guide the study the following research questions were raised.
Q1 How do ESL students perceive the integration of ICT into English language -
learning?
Q2 Is there any variation in urban and peri urban ESL students perception of
ICT integration into
English language learning?
Q3 Is there any variation in public and private ESL students' perception of ICT -
integration
into English language learning?

activities on ICT and learning
gd on .IC']‘ and learning have
CT application in teaching with

P on student's perception of

This study examines the perception of ICT integration into English language
learning by SS11 students in selected public and private secondary schools in
metropolis. Five ICT facilities were selected for the study namely, computer , video
equipment, audio tape recorder, film projector and Internet. This study will
provide into future of ICT in the secondary school. It will also reveal the prevailing
disposition of students in different environments towards ICT use in English
language learning.Institution and education managers could obtain information on
how ICT could drive English language learning programmes to know what may
work or what may not work in certain languages areas.English language teachers
will be better informed of what ICT facility may motivate students better in what
area.Academics, researchers and students will find this study a significant
literature in contribution to the existing ones in this era. Policy makers and
curriculum planners will find empirical information on students ICT perception to
help them in designing effective English language curriculum for secondary school
English language.

30.3 Methodology

This study adopted the descriptive survey design. The subjects for the study
comprised all SS11 students in all the public and private senior secondary 'sch$>ols
in two selected local government areas in Oyo State. Oyo State was stratified into
urban and sub-urban areas. Random sampling method was employed to select Shie
local government area from each area. From the selected local government area,s,l
the sample private and public schools were purposively selected._'lf\n.fenty Stl!del;lb
Were randomly selected from each school for the study. The distribution of the
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sample schools and senior secondary school students selected and studjeq is
™ ~ u )
presented on the table below.

1 Public Scho_u_l_ Mga‘ﬂ\_ﬁl_g | Private School T;,l,mp\lel
L(;Jocf:emment Population size p"l’“"‘}““" size {
Area (Sample) 552“;";1’ e) i—‘_‘“‘“‘"{
Ibadan North 32 (10) 200 ( 00

|

Akinyele 15 (6) 120 6 (3) 60 i

—

Total 47 (16) 320 18 (8) 160 .
\

Table 1: Table 1:Distribution of Population and Sample Schools and students
studied

The sample of fifteen senior secondary schools was drawn in Ibadan North from
the school population of thirty-two public and twelve private schools respectively,
while the sample of nine schools were drawn in Akinyele from the population of

fifteen public and six private schools. In all, four hundred and eighty (480) subjects
were selected for the study

30.3.1 Ins*“vument

The instrument used for data collection was the questionnaire. A four point Likert
type questionnaire was designed by the researchers and used for the study. The
questionnaire is made up of two parts: A and B. Part A sought for demographic
information on students, like Name of School, Type of School and Local
Government Area. Part B sought information on perception variables in the
research questions.
Twenty five questions were structured by the researchers to elicit answers to
thg research questions. The responses were classified into Strongly Agree (4
pO}nts), Agree (3 points), Disagree (2 points) and Strongly Disagree (1 point). The
points were rever'sed‘ for negative items. The respondents were required to choose
T sindste b xtnt of e srcmen o drgrecment Wi
revalidated by subjecting it to expert opinion and Was

also trial tc i : . .
was ol;’t:ines_tEdo Using Kudar Richardson (K-20) a reliability co-efficient of 0.69

30.3.2 Procedure

the study wag al
SOE.lght to achieve success
- They were g

cooperation was

:‘['
tr 50 explained to them and the!
introduced to them

. ; then
. The questionnaire was \:\r{l;h
uided to fill and return the questionnaire.
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[nte§

orvision of the researcher and theijr teachers, the
the SUP e time to fill the questionnaire and rot

given tration and collection of instrument in the ge
in1
adm

weeks:

304 Dgonecte d were subjected to both descriptive and infere
Data ch question 1 was answered using descriptive statistics of

frequen
vosed . quency count
h;d perCentages. Research questions 2 and 3 were analyzed using the inferential
a

test of difference to determine variation in perception

ESI, Students. .

selected students were

lum to the researcher, The
ected schoolg lasted for four

ntial statisticg.

atistics of

3041 Results

Quesl'i0ﬂ1 ) : .
How do ESL students perceive the integration of ICT into English language

earning?

Table 2: Summary of ESL Students Perception of ICT Integration into English
Language Learning

ﬁTEMENT SA A D SD -X
? (%) (%) (%) (%)

1 | Using ICT will increase my interest in 252 | 176 | 40 12(2.5) | 34

learning English language (52.5) | (36.7) | (83)
2 | using ICT will make me to enjoy more 132 | 250 3;39 31) 2.8
time in learning English language 51267.5) (7%2-1) 55'1) T
3 | Using ICT is a distraction 06 | (146 | 315) (4.4 _
: 126 |39 13 s
4 | Using ICT will improve my method of | 302 57
__| learning English language :(5632.9) 2276-3) 'Ll%%)— _2:8_7),__’3_{_
5 | Using ICT will not improve my written 9
: 14) | (402 |39 |
--...Eghih 1anguage ’(6'9———%—261"—16?’ 08 32
* | Using ICT to_learn will help me 10|70 | yq) | (129) | (07
perform better in English language (39.6) ' I
~—SXaminations ______-—-—-.I-S—a—'—"'}‘é"——" 20 3.2
7 Using ICT will make me to think on my 2:81 1) | (327) [ (15) | 4.2 Tl
o OWn and create my ownideas | 80‘ 200 | 72 28(58) | 3
Using ICT will make me to concentrate | 1 s | Lo 9 |
~| Detter on language learning 2 43 07 -
9 \ﬁ-—-‘___ w | 320 2
Sing ICT will make me to learn neé

i sords in English S
Using ICT will help me to learn the

\@Ea_ggtﬁ technology ~—
479
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11 | Using ICT will make me confident in 130‘ 200 | 98 52(10) [ 297
\ k ] English language. (27.1) (41.6) | (20)
my spoken/oral English languag i T T
12 | Using ICT will make it difficult for me 14-c 35 o 17
[ \to learn to read in English language (29) | 85) | (479) (40.6)
- - arn better | 105 [ 213 {89  [73 57
13 | Using ICT .wﬂl make mé tp learr 219 | way | asg) (IS‘.ZL 27
together with other students . 5 5 Tare et
14 | Using ICT cannot change my English | - 36
T ‘ ) learning habit (67) | (27.5) | (65.8)
TR § 177 |08 |01 T3¢
15 | Using ICT will make me remember | 29 3.6
what I have learnt (61.2) | (36.9) | (1.7) (0.2)ﬁ_____‘_
16 | Using ICT will help me to learn on my 184 197 63 36 31
own 83) | @) |3 |@s) |
17 | Using ICT will make language learning | 257 | 191 | 27 05 35
more enjoyable (53.5) | (39.8) [ (5.6) | (1)
18 | Using ICT will waste my time 130 140 112 98 24
(27.1) | (29.2) | (23.3) | (20.9)
19 | Using ICT Will Add Fun And Variety | 262 | 215 | 03 - 35
To English language learning (54.6) | (44.8) | (0.6)
20 | Using the tape recorder will improve | 240 | 232 | 05. 03 35
my listening ability (50) | (48.3) | (1) (0.6)
21 | Using the tape recorder will make meto [ 240 | 230 | 06 04 3.5
pronounce word correctly (50) [ (479 [ 13) |(0.8)
22 | Using the computer will make me to [ 195 |[169 | 86 30 3.1
learn correct spelling of words (40.6) | (35.2) | (17.9) | (6.3)
Using the video will make me more | 197 |172 |76 35 31
attentive in class (41) | (35.8) | (15.8) | (7.3)
24 | Using the film projector will improve | 177 | 197 | 101 | 05 31

my pronunciation in English language | (36.7) | (41) (21) | @)

25 | Using the Internet will help me to learn | 147 | 181

97 |55 29
English language from many sources (30.6) | (37.7)

(20.2) | (11.5)

Table 2. shows that ESL students perception of the integration of ICT into English
language learning was positive on twenty three out of twenty five items listed.
These items are 1-2, 4-11 and 13-25. A]] the twenty three items yielded high mean
scores (above 2.50 out of 4.00). Only two items yielded low mean scores (less than
.2‘5), 1e., items 3 and 12. It could be inferred from the students' responses that there
is high hopes of students' improvement in performance with the use of ICT.

Question 2

Is there any variation in urban and
integration into English language lea
Table 3: Summary of t
urban ESL students'

peri urban ESL students perception of ICT
rning?

-test of difference to show variation in urban and peri-
perception of ICT integration

480



mteg"“”"g ICT into English Lang. Learning: The Perception of £, Students
: N Mean SD df -
ation tcal —
%q 300 90.59 15.32 tcal  terit | P
478 |1 522 19 [ Not
5 Urban__ [ 180  [89.82 [1616 Sig.
[ Sub-Ura

Not significant at 0.05 level (P<0.05)

Table 3 shows tbat there' is no significant difference in the ICT perception of
students in public and private schools (t-crit = 1.96; t-cal = -243; df = 478). This
implies that they similarly perceive ICT integration as beneficial.

Question 3
Is there any variation in public and private ESL students' perception of ICT
integration into English language learning?

Table 4: Summary of t-test of difference to show variation in private and public
ESL students' perception of ICT integration

School type [ N Mean SD df  |tcal |tecrit [P
Public 320 90.18 15.47
478 243 [196 [ Not
: ) Sig.
Sub-Urban |160 [9054 | 16.01

Not Significant at 0.05 level (P<0.05 level)

Table 4 shows that there is no significant differences in the urban and sub-urban
students perception of ICT integration into English language learning (t-crit = 1.96;
t-cal = .522; df = 478).

30.5 Discussion

In the investigation of senior secondary school students' perception of the
integration of ICT into English language learning, three research questions were
generated.

The first research question generated was on how senior secox}dary.sc}?ool
students perceive the integration of ICT into English langugge leaml‘ng. Findings
reveal that there is positive perception of ICT integration into En‘;ghsh lapg:{nge
learning by secondary school students. This result is agreement with thg f}ngmgs
of Ayoade and Olaniyi (2006) and Olagunju (2005). Ayoade and Olaniyi (2009)
examined students' attitudes towards the use of electronic information resources
and found out that both male and female students had reason-ably good athtud;‘f
towards the use of electronic resources. Olagunju (2006) in a studdy mtw ﬂtntt
awareness and utilization of ICTs by higher institution students found out th
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both male and female students appreciate the role of computer and its applicatiop
in the study of scuer:ce- h question asks whether there is any variation ip e
S S rosearC‘l ‘] ' » public and private schools. Findings reve;
serception of ICT integration n the pu . ot T i P cal
Ehwt there is no variation in the perception o _ (j 1 g public an Private
co:condarv schools. This shows that school owoel}sb‘lp :Y 50 itsJC:unot ;: {o;t stl.xdents'
iDerce}\tion of ICT integration. The resolt of this s udj{[*amm@}])ii 2808 W}l\th the‘
findings on general students ICT pol'oeptlo11 (Komar ance ammel I,CT ? ) tt at IC
is useful as a tool in learning. There is no negative per ] p Y students
reported in cases reviewed, irrespective of ty'pe of scholo .‘1 0 | N
The third research question sought to find out whet 1or sre 1s any vor1aFyon
in the perception of ICT integration in the urban 'and peri-urban areas. Fl.ndlngs
reveal that there is no variation in the ICT perception of the urba.n a.nd Per'l-}lrban
areas. Senior secondary school students in the urban area.have similar oplmon‘ of
ICT with their counterpart in the peri-urban area that ICT is very useful in English
language learning. This is in agreement with the study of Tella, .Tella, Toyobo,
Adika and Adeyinka (2007) in which they found that te_achers Pe:rcewed the use of
ICT as very useful in their teaching and contributing pos.ltlvely to f-}tudents'
performance. Similarly, in a study on 15-year-old Canadians, Bussiere and

Gluszynski (2004) found that 64.2% of students perceive computers as very
important to them in all the provinces studied.

30.6 Conclusion

Many researches have suggested that ICT could be very useful in the teaching and
learning situation. The findings of this study have revealed that students are
hopeful and optimistic that ICT could improve their learning and achievement in
English language. This research believes that if ICT is integrate into English
language learning students achievement in examinations will significantly
improve. It therefore becomes very important that ICT be integrated into English

language learning to bring about the much needed improvement in English
Language examinations results.

Based on the finding of this study,
ICT should be integrated into English la
the senior secondary school level for b
should invest in ICT facilities to im

the following recommendations are made.
nguage teaching and learning especiall){ at
etter achievement. Ministries of Education

prove language teaching and learning, .

“ Private secondary school proprietors should also be urged to provide IC1

facilities in line with the current global practices. _

* There should be coherent ttrategies backed by official policies to prov@e
ICT facilities that should be accessible to students for language learning N

urban, sub-urban and rural secondary schools.
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