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ANALYSIS OF MOBILITY CHARACTERISTICS OF RURAL AREA S
IN SUB-SAHARAN REGION: CASE STUDY FROM NIGERIA

AJIBOYE, A.O. and OLAOGUN, O. B.

Department of Managenient Science,
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology Ogbomosa, Nigeria.

"BSTRACT

This paper looks critically at the relevance of provision of accessible roud
network to rural communities and the nature and characteristics of the rural roads. It
also deals with the analysis of mobility situation in the study area as well as proffer
some policy strategies that will help in improving the traffic and accessibility situation
inthe rural environment of the sub-Saharan region.

Key words: Mobility, Traffic situation, Rural area, Rural road

Keywords: socio-economic, para-transit, employment, urban poverty, economy.

INTRODUCTION

. . mter and intra rural mobility and
The provision of accessible road

, accessibility as well as to the urban
network through the expansion of rural

_ environment.
roads and its resultant effects on the

L Adesanya (1988) has noted
economy of the rural communities is a

. , rightly that an extensive, adequate and
critical factor which cannot be

' . efficient rural feeder road network
overemphasized when meaningful rural

, o serves as one of the channels for the
development is a goal in view. The

N collection and exchange of goods and
welfare of the rural communities

services, movement of people and
depends to a large extent on the ease of
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dissemination of information which will
help in enhancing rural productivity as
well as strengthening the economic,
socio-cultural, political and physical life
of the rural communities.

The role of transport in
promoting a nation's overall
development can hardly be
overemphasized since it is a key factor in
all aspects of development. There is
hardly any aspect of a nation's
development in which transport is not an
essential ingredient since there 1s always
the need to collect, assemble, move,
transfer and distribute people, goods and
services. Transportation is therefore a
catalyst to development and this can be
related to the notion of Munby (1969)
when he declared that there is no escape
from transport while Smith (1966) also

remarked that in an exchange economy,

we can regard transport as onc |, ;
that makes other land uses possibl;
The objectives of this study .
identify the distribution and condyy,
rural roads in the study area, ident;
accessibility characteristics an‘.
problems facing the rural comimis,
and finally to examine Wajs !
enhancing the socio-econo;
development of the arca lthu%
improved rural accessibility.

Methodology

The method of investigation,
this study involved using both pring,
and secondary data. The primary dy,
was obtained through field survey of
study area for a close observation
spatial development and administratin
of questionnaire among samples of
rural dwellers while the secondary &

was obtained from the informatm
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collected from the Works and

Community Development Department
of [jebu North LGA, Ogun State Rural
Development Board and the State
Ministry of Works and Transport.

A total of 120 questionnaires
were administered at ratio of 2 to 3
between Ago-Iwoye/Ifelodun and ljebu
[gbo rural areas to the dwellers. A grid
system of 10km” was superimposed on
the topographical map of the study area
as applied by Ogunsanya (1987) and the
villages in each grid line were listed and
wmbered while a random table was
1ised to select 10% samples of the
rillages from the selected grid squares.
n all 50 villages out of the 540 villages
vere selected for the survey. The
arming families/households were
hosen based on the use of random

ables.

77

The mobility characteristics, and
the socio-economic effects of the poor
rural transport were analysed from the
data collected from the questionnaires
which were based on simple statistics
supported by a series of tables and
figures showing percentage distribution
or the proportional distribution of some
variables while the information and
characteristics of the rural roads were
obtained through the observed and
measurement taken during the field
survey.

The study area is [jebu North
Local Government Area (LGA) of Ogun
State which has an absolute locations of
latitude 6°55' and 7° North of the equator
and longitude 3°45' and 4°05' East of
Greenwich meridian and a land area of
about 13,394 hectares of land (Ogun

State in map). It is one of the largest local
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governments and it 1s located at the
North Central part of the state. The local
government is bounded in the north by

Lagelu LGA, Oyo State, in the east by
Ayedade LGA, Osun State, Remo North
and Ikenne LGAs to the west, Odogbolu
and Jjebu-Ode LGAs to the Southwest
and [jebu East LGA to the South East.
The local government is
connected to other parts of the state
through the Federal trunk A roads, [jebu-
Ode to Ibadan, Ishara - Ago Iwoye -
ljebu Igbo and Timber camp while the
construction of expressway 1s going on
Ago-Iwoye - Ilishan road in order to link
it with Sagamu-Benin express way and
[jebu Igbo-Idagbolu linked the local
government area with Oyo state.
However, there are several inter-rural

roads handled by Ogun State

government and the communities as

78

well as the Local Government,
The study area according oy
¢

2006 population census has a Popula
of 284, 336 and it is a semi-urban ly
government with the urban populaf,
taking 50.4% of the entire populaty,
while Ijebu-Igbo and Ago-woye are he
two urban areas. Other majo
settlements are Oru, Awa, Mamy,
llaporu, Fowoseje and Agunboye. In
addition there are other 540 villages
(National Population Commission)
scattered all over the local government
area though the people regarded the
villages as a mere extension of the town.
The dispersed pattern of settlements
makes the distribution and
determination of sizes and the location
of the facilities extremely difficult.

Although majority of the social facilities

and amenities in the study area are
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provided through communal efforts of
theresidents.

However, the provision of some
mral infrastructural facilities often
requires lumpiness of expenditure which
attimes are beyond the reach of the rural
dwellers, thus making rural area
unattractive for living. However, the
high percentage of people working and
living in the rural areas and the
population distribution pattern of the
local government gives a strong support
for providing rural roads to serve the
bulk of the population.

Jjebu North Local Government
Area has been a food basket for other
areas of Ijebu-land and the people are
predominantly farmers who engage in
agricultural activities while a lot of

people all over the country patronize the

local markets. Such as Mamu, Ajegunle-
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Awa, Atikori and Obada in [jebu-Igbo as
well as Ago-Iwoye for marketing of

their agricultural products.

ANALYSIS OF THE NATURE AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RURAL
ROADS OF THE STUDY AREA

From the reconnaissance survey and the
field operation carried out on the
characteristics of the rural roads as well
as the traffic on the roads in the study
area. The indices used to determine the
quality, therefore include the conditions
and width of the road, the period of
motorability, material used in the
construction of the roads and bridges.
Table 1 below shows some of these
attributes.

However, there are three major
types of roads observable in the study

area and these classifications tally with

the observations made by Ogunsanya






