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AN OVERVIEW OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC DYNAMICS OF
PARA-TRANSIT MODE IN DEVELOPING ECONOMIES

Dosunmu V. A., Ajiboye A. O., Ayantoyinbo B. B. And
Olaogun O. B.

Department of Management Science
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomoso, Nigeria.

ABSTRACT

This paper examines to how para-transit mode of transportation, especially
the use of motorcycles for public fransport interrelates with urban poverty in the
developing economies with emphasis on Asia and Sub-Sahara Africa. The paper
examines the principle of a poverty focus in urban transport generally and specifically
in motorcycle para-transit mode popularly called Okada in most Nigerian cities. The
safety aspect of para-transit mode vis-a-vis its social and economic consequences was
also examined in this paper. A number of specific examples of pro-poor transport
initiatives are discussed with some lessons and recommendations presented,

especially as they are relevant to urban

developing nations.

poverty alleviation strategies of most

Keywords: socio-economic, para-transit, employment, urban poverty, economy.

INTRODUCTION

The influx of motorcycle as
unconventional mode of public
transport in most developing countries
is alarming and exacerbated
(Somuyiwa, 2006). This is predicated
on inadequate, uncoordinated,
unplanned and unmanaged public
transport-system that characterized
most developing nations. Transport
problems of the urban poor have been
highlighted in the literature in the past

(Dimitriou, 1995; White, 1990;
Oyesiku, 1995; Adesanya, 1998;
Badejo and Bawa-Allah, 2000).
Nevertheless, the connections and inte-
relationships between poverty and
urban transport are poorly understood
(Hook, 1998). Although equity
(fairness) is often cited as a concern in
transportation decisions, it has in fact
received little attention both by the
researchers and policy makers
especially when it concerns the issue of
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mobility. Clearly. an important approach
in a pro-poor transport strategy is to
make improvements that benefit the
modes most widely used or potentially
used by the poor (Hook, 1998). Making
non-motorised and low cost motorised
vehicles, especially bicycles and
motorcycles, more available and safer to
use also benefits the poor and has

enormous potential in many cities."

However, such policies are often
ignored or trivialised. Several Asian
countries have successfully pursued
policies in the post -World War Two era
which enabled local bicycle
manufacturing industries to flourish and
for large numbers of affordable bicycles
to be available on the local markets.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND
BRIEF SURVEY OF LITERATURE

As in most developing nations. the use of
motorcycles for public transport is not
an entirely new phenomenon in Nigeria
(Adesanya, 1998). From the available
evidence. the use of motorcycles for
public transport in Nigeria dates back to
the mid 1970s and early 1980s in

different urban centres, (Ogunsanya and
Galtiima. 1993). Apart from private
sector initiatives to fill the gaps in
passengers' demand, which existing
conventional transit modes were usually
unable to satisfy, informal or para-transit
modes did develop spontaneously in
some towns and cities where
conventional public transport was
previously non-existent. Indeed, this
situation actually characterizes the
emergence of para-transit modes in
many Nigerian towns and cities. From a
very broad perspective, para-transit
modes, particularly in developing
countries. are often operated on a small
scale, largely because small vehicles are
involved basically. One inherent
advantage of the small size of some
para-transit modes is their ability to
provide frequent and viable services
(Armstrong-Wright, 1993). They are
also able to ply narrow streets and
sometimes-bad roads that are usually
found in core or downtown parts of cities
and squatter areas. Adesanya 2008 has
observed that the existence of different
types of unconventional or para-transit






