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[ssues and Challenges facing
Transport and Logistics Management
Education m Nigeria: Students Perspective

Araoye Olarinkoye Ajiboye, CMILT,
Trausport Management Technology Department,
School of Entreprencurship and Management Technology,
Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria

Abstract
Transportation education and training comes inform of formal and
mformal and the formal include diploma and degree programs all
the way through to Ph. D. programs in transport and logistics field.
The level of training requires will depend upon the specific need of
individual and corporate bodics. However, the objectives of this paper
is 10 examine the issues and challenges [acing wransport and logistics
management educaton in Nigertan universities from the perspective
of the students and to idenuify the factors affecting the quality of
the transport and logistics management education. The study area is
limited 1o the three pioncer universities that offer the course both at
undergraduate and post graduate levels. Namely, Federal University
of Technology, Owerri, Olabisi Onabanjo (formerly Ogun State)
University, Ago [woveand Ladoke Akintola University of Technology,
Ogbomoso. The method used to collect data was primary through
the use of questionnaire, interview and partcipatory as well as reports
{rom departments and universities while the data collected were
subjected 1o descripuive staustical analysis using percentage, mean
score and frequency. A total of 150 questionnaires were administered
to transport management students in each of the three universities
randomly irrespecuive of their level while all the questionnaires were
properly filled and returned. The challenges associated with transport
and logistics management education 1 the various universities and
their solutions were ranked by giving their values as 3, 2 and 1to
sertously agreed, agreed and not agreed while the values were summed
up and ranked according to their total values. It was observed that
inadequate and high cost of transport textbooks, inadequarte
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experience and qualified core transport lecturers, inadequate
practical exposure are some of the major issues and challenges
[acing transport management education 1 Nigeria. The study
reccommends that the university managements and the
tovernments should encourage the study of transport and
logistics courses by funding the departments well and encouraging
both the staff and students through adequate post graduate
rainings, provision of textbooks and journals as well as exposure
to modern practical traimings.

[ntroduction

Transportation 15 the movement of people, goods, services and
nformation from one geographical location to another through a specific
mean or means for a particular purpose according to Ajiboye (1995).
For instance, getting to and from office, school, religious or recreational
centres require transportation, so does gettng agricultural products from
frms or industrial products from manufacturing companies into markets
for the end users to purchase as observed by Adefolalu (1977), Ajiboye
1995), Ajiboye and Afolayan (2008, 2009), Ajiboye and Fapohunda (2008).

The word transportation 1s derived from the Latin word ‘trans’
meaning across and ‘portare’ meaning to carry. It creates time utility,
vhich is getting a product to a destination on tme and space uulity which
sthe optimal utilization of space available for to carry large volumes of
200ds at a low cost. For instance, if a finished product 1s not moved to
the market at the right time, 1t ceases to have value. In other words,
transportation is basically the movement of goods, people and services
while it answer some questions such as what move?, where do they move?,
how do they move?, and why do they move?

Logistics on the other hand is a common terminology but most often
wrongly misused. It is the science of managing inventory both in motion
and in static condition. The Council of Logistics Management of United
States of America (2003) defines logjstics as the process of planning,
implementing and controlling the efficient, effective flow of storage of
000ds, services and related information {from point of origin to point of
consumpuion {or the purpose of confirming to customer requirements.
The definition includes inbound, outbound, internal and external
Movements.

Transport and logistics education on the other hand is a process and
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a series of activities aimed at enabling an individual to assimilate and
develop knowledge, skills, values and understanding of the
admunistration, management, planning, conduct or operation of any
of the principal forms of transport, transit, traffic, locomotive,
physical distribution, logistics or any activity related thereto as well
as the research, development and study in or of the art and science
of logistics and transport in all its branches by allowing a broad
range of problems to be defined, analyzed and solved according to
Ajiboye (2011).

Research Objectives

The objectives of this paper is to examine the issues and challenges
facing transport and logistics management education in Nigerian
universities from the perspective of the students and to identify the factors
affecting the quality of the transport and logistics management education.
This study 1s important because of its expected capability to contribute
immensely to generating sufficient understanding of the transport and
logistics management education in Nigeria. It is also expected that the
results would bring to light factors that might assist the institutions in
designing a better transport and logistics education curriculum that is
sensitive 1o the development of transport sector thereby helping
stakeholders and policy makers in the efforts at sensitizing and combating
challenges facing the transport and logistics students. Against the
foregoing background that measures have been taken over the years to
undertake formally and seriously some manpower development for the
exclusive benefit of the transport sector in Nigeria. In Nigeria, there are
both private and public institutions that run training and educational
programmes for the consumption of the transport industry ranging from
the trade test to doctorate levels but faces a lot of challenges. This study
however 1s an assessment of the issues and challenges facing Transport
and Logistics Management education in Nigerian universities from the
students’ perspective.

Methodology

The study is limited to the pioneer universities that offer transport
courses at both undergraduate and post graduate levels. Namely,
Federal University of Technology, Owerri , Olabisi Onabanjo
(formerly Ogun State) University, Ago Iwoye and Ladoke Akintola

i ¢
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‘nversity of Technology, Ogbomoso. The method used wo collect
au was primary through the use ol questionnaire; interview and
articipatory while secondary data were collected [rom departments
nd universities. A total of 150 questionnaires were administered to
Tnnsport Management students in each of the universities randomly
mespective of their level while all the questionnaires were properly
lled and returned. Respondents were classified according to their
ox, age bracket, educational qualifications and level in the university.,
The challenges assoctated with transport and logistics management
Jducation in the various universities and their solutions were ranked.
Vilues 3,2 and 1were assigned to seriously agreed, agreed and not
greed respectively. The values were summed up and ranked
wcording to their total values. The data collected were subjected 1o
Jescriptive staustical analysis using mean and percentage.

Challenges of Transport and Logistics Management Education
n Nigerian Universities from Students Perspective

An attempt was made to find out from the respondents on the
mjor 1ssues and challenges facing Transport and Logistics
\anagement education in the three pioneer universities that offered
me transport courses from Diploma to Doctorate levels. Twelve
constraints were identified by the respondents Among, these are
ndequate wnstructional materials, nadequate practical works and
keld experience, high cost and scarcity of basic transport textbooks,
nadequate lecture rooms and halls, inadequate qualified and
wperienced transport lecturers, insufficient orientation programines
or the students, difficulty in securing mdustrial training placement,
nadequate political will to support transport and logistics training,
ick of proper recognition of the course by the general public, too
nuch of borrow and irrelevant courses and discrimination among
dents of other departments as well as inadequate motivational
nd financial assistance as shown in table 3.

High cost and scarcity of basic transport textbooks and journals
ras ranked first as a serious challenge facing transport education in
Jigeria with a score total of 1350. Transport textbooks are gencerally
carce to find on shelve of bookshops and libraries and where available
he price are extremcly high compare to other subjects that have
o number of students. Even at the library the books are not easy

lar
O .
o come by and where found the demand is more than the supply.

Imadequate trained and experienced professional lecturers with
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training in core transport rank second with a score total of 1200,
Most of the universities lack experience trained lecturers who have
PhD in Transport Management / Studies, Maritime/ Shipping
Management, Logistics and Supply Chain Management but have
people with Geography, Economics, Urban and Regional Planning
as well as Engincering background. However, most of the universities
prefer to go for graduates of M.Sc / M. Tech Transport with minimum
of Second Class Upper Division 1n any related fields in their
undergraduate as the basic entry requirement. Inadequate
instructional materials for study such as laboratories, projectors,
computers, packages, internet was ranked third by the respondents
with a score of 1150 while. Inadequate lecture rooms and halls,
laboratories and libraries making learning environment not too
conducive was ranked fourth with score total of 1040.

. JULL
Table I: Analysis of Students’ Responses on Challenges facing Transport,
and Logistics Management education in Nigeria Universities

N
Challenges Seriously Agreed | Not Total Score | Ranks
agreed agreed total
Inadequate 250 200 - 450 1150 3
Instructional
mafterials
Inadequate practical | 200 140 110 450 990 6
work
High cost and 450 - - 450 1350 |
scarcity of
Textbooks
Inadequate lecture 190 210 50 450 1040 4
rooms _
Inadequate 300 150 . 450 1200 2
qualified lecturers
Insufficient 180 130 140 450 940 8
orientation
Difficulty of IT 7o 175 200 450 775 . (
placement ) )
Inadequate political | 108 154 188 450 820 9
will on training f
Lack of proper 77 192 181 450 796 10
recognition
Too much of 203 157 90 450 1013 | S |
irrelevant courses ‘
Uncoordinated 95 153 202 450 793 11
training among
schools
Inadequalte 178 140 132 450 956 7
motivation "
Sum 2500 1801 1293 5400
(43%) (33%) (24%) l
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anhing of Nolutions to the Challenges
I'he ranking of solutton to the challenges facing the transpe

qad logisues management educauon in Nigeria were also considere
The scluuons to improve the identified challenges shown ar
discussed above were ranked and discussed below as shown on tab
2. Adcquate provision of transport textbooks and journals at th
libraries and subsidising of the price paid for transport books wer
also suggested while the government was encourage giving th
importers tax holiday so as to bring in the books and this rank firs
with score total of 1350. This was followed in order of ranking by
inadequate practical work and field experience which will expose
the students to the world of transport and logistics are lacking in
most of the universities with the score total of 990. Inadequate
r-~rivational and financial support in form of bursary awards and

wclarships as well as awards to the outstanding students which will
. _ourage students to put in their best was ranked seventh with the score
otal of 956.

Insufficient orientation programmes for the students through
eminars, workshops, career talks and public recognition of the transport
rogrammes was ranked as eighth by the respondents with score total of
40. It is believed that due to the newness of the programmes in the
ountry, most of the students should be well oriented while public
vareness should be created through schools, media houses, career
unsellors among other which were not forth coming.

Inadequate political will from the government on the training and
scation of the transportants is seen as a challenge by the respondents
‘he sense that inadequate funding of the transport departments in
uiring some of the equipments needed as well as packages needed to
ce training easier are not available to the students. This was ranked
‘h with score total of 820.

Finally, the uncoordinating transport programme among the
ersities was seen as a challenge by the respondents as each university
s on certain areas with score total of 793 and ranked eleventh. For
nce Olabisi Onabanjo University Ago Iwoye focus on transport
ing and management and Ladoke Akintola University of Technology

»moso focus on transport technological management and Federal

ersity of Technology Owerri based their curriculum mainly

mnsport technology.
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Table 2: Solutions to the Challenges facing Transport and Logig,
Management Education in Nigeria as Given by the Responces:

Solutions Seriously | Agreed | Not | Total | Score | Ry

agreed agreed
Introduction of 160 155 135 430 925 |
practical
Special 238 [12 100 430 103§
orientation
Publicity of 250 160 40 450 1 110 |«
Trans port ‘
program
Provision of 409 41 430 139 |-
leclure rooms .
Adequate 304 146 450 |92 |y
trained lecturers
Coordinated 130 150 170 450 | 860 [
Transport
programme
Provision of 280 130 40 430 1140
scholarship
Sufficient 236 1+ 70 450 1066 |6
Orientaton
Adequate 176 148 126 450 | 950 [
polincal will
Provision of 380 70 4350 | 1066 |1
Jnstructional
materials
Effective Ad- 187 149 1 150 N3 |
m{njsmtion
Adequate 430 430 ] 13%0
pm\,sxon of
poOKS
Sum S2N62&%) § XD 1200 1320

| <) Ko 1

~~Nfean STD e 20 3 8
Pl

cource: Author's neld survey,

Difficulty of gerting indnggrial rraining placement fothcm
uangenent students wys rankad Last by the mspondenu wiks
Nt‘d of’"?** Ayl Chﬂl M i facs mr w 21 <po” lﬂd 03‘“‘““‘“

jucanon 1 Nigens, \K.w VOl the M could not &t aplae bes

¢ amtheh

pl AV h\“{\’\l\\x SUXE LA XVITIDESS O - 1he jasge «mrnm
@\N\\“\n\ Jown town and mability of students 1o mowe

\\\\\ﬁ\hﬂ NS,
POy SN O ;ndk\nm.w facturs rooms and s was Lsoo%
"t iy aeder 10 learn wader 3 vary g #
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This was ranked second with score total of 1309 and the provision
of instructional materials such as computers, learning aids, models,
mternet facilities among other was also suggested by the respondents
md it ranked third with the score total of 1300.

Provision of incentives such as bursary, scholarship, research
orants, and awards among other things that can motivate students to
sreater height was also suggested and this was ranked fourth with
score total of 1140. Furthermore, the professional bodies such as the
Chartered Institute of Transport and Logistics, Institute of Transport
Administration of Nigeria, Chartered Institute of Shipping and the
various Transport Department are encourage publicising transport
programme and career within and outside the campus. This was
ranked fifth with score total of 1110.

Encouragement and guiding of transport students through
orientation programmes, seminars, workshops, study visits and career
talks was also suggested by the respondents and ranked sixth with score
total of 1066 while adequate political will on the part of the federal and
state governments to fund the departments of Transport and university
as a whole adequarely This was ranked seventh with the score total of
1038. Similarly, the respondents suggested that effective administration
should be in placed where students will free to approach their lecturers
for advice and counselling while the department will be a home to visit.
This was ranked eight with 993.

Adequate political will on the part of the federal and state
sovernments to fund the departments of Transport and university as a
whole adequately was also suggested by the respondent. It is ranked ninth
with the score total of 950. This is however, followed by these solutions
according to their ranks. Namely, introduction to practical works,

xperiments and field works, effective administration of transport
anagement department and the university as well as adequate trained
-turer and coordinated transport program with total score 0of 993, 912
d 860 respectively.

This study shows that transport and logistics management education
in Nigeria 1s facing a lot of challenges. Among these are inadequate
mstructional materials, inadequate practical works and field experience,
high cost and scarcity of basic transport textbooks, inadequate lecture
rooms and halls, inadequate qualified and experienced transport lecturers,
insufficient orientation programmes for the students, difficulty in securing
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mdustrial training placement, madequate political will to suppon
transport and logistics training, lack of proper recognition of the
course by the general public, too much of borrow and irrelevant
courses and discrimination among students of other departments as
well as inadequate motivational and {inancial assistance.

Policy Recommendations
Based on the foregoing discussions from this study certain basic
policy recommendations can be made:

that the management of the university should adequately provide
basic transport textbooks and journals at the various libraries;
that the price paid for transport books should be subsidies by
the federal government by giving the importers tax holiday soas
to bring 1n the books cheaply;

that there should be adequate provision of lecture rooms and
halls with learning aids in order to learn under a very good
atmosphere;

that the university management should provide instructional
materials such as computers, learning aids, models, internet
facilities that will aid in the teaching and learning of transpon
and logistics courses;

that the government, management and corporate bodies as wel
as individual should be encourage to provide incentives such
bursary, scholarship, research grants, awards among other thing
that can motivate students to greater height;

that the university management should source for experienc:
and qualified staff and facilities;

that the university management and the hosting department s
faculty and school should encourage and guide transport studens
through orientation programmes, seminars, workshops, stufr
visits and career talks:

that effective administration should be in placed where studzcs
will free to approach their lecturers for advice and counsell
and that there should be adequate political will on the 1:9!.9!r
the federal and state governments to fund the departmen=!
Transport and university as a whole adequately.
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Tusstudy has shown that transport and logistics management
mportance 1o the socio economic development of the nation
mere ds an urgent need to promote transport and logistics
~szement education in order to fill the gap of meeting the transport
Sogistics needs of Nigeria. However, there are 1ssues and
~nges facing the transport and logistics management education
\:zeria and it 1s the opinion of this researcher that if these
enges facing transport and logistics management education are
zalivlook into and well address by all stakeholders as suggested
~ve. it will help in planning the education needs of the country in
-enaland that of transport and logistics management in particular.
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