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Abstract

Purpose — The purpose of this study is to investigate the performance of electronic theses and dissertations

(ETD) mnitiatives in the repositories of federal government-owned universities due to the poor global visibility of 1
|

E Designlmethodologylapproach — An explanatory case study empirical research method was adopted
.~ for the study. Using an adapted methodology of Ghosh (2009) and multiple data gathering techniques, data
was collected based on the three domains of the network of excellence on digital libraries (DELOS) digital

. library reference model
" Findings — The ETD initiatives in repositories of Nigerian federal universities have not made remarkable
progress as digital libraries based on policy, content and system architecture. The specificity of ETDs is not
clearly stated in the policies where available. The repositories housing the ETDs are also not compliant with
the open archive initiative-protocol for metadata harvesting framework.
Research limitations/implications — The study focussed on ETD initiatives in federal government-
e study are relevant to other institutions in N igeria and sub-

owned universities. Although the findings of th
Saharan Africa. It cannot be used asa basis for the generalisation based on other performance metrics.

Practical implications — This research study concluded that electronic theses and dissertations in

Nigerian institutional repositories are not well managed for effective service delivery and long-term
accessibility. The illmanagement of the ETD initiatives is the reason for the poor global visibility and
accessibility of these research output from this part of Africa.

Originality/value — The study assessed ETD initiatives using constructs froma theoretical framework.

Keywords ETDs, University libraries, Repositories, Electronic theses and dissertations,
Performance assessment, DELOS digital library model
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and ons are useful sources of research information for prospective graduate

esearchers, policymakers and other pracﬁtiqners (Alan and Pandey, 2012)

rc w are chume‘c‘l out of the Nigerian universities every ,year by

, o do m | mtellectual core” of universities represent thg
B o e o rreeent Lt xS
oA o5 gIa | and teaching community (Middleton ef al, 20

e ucial resear ‘gng.;-j o 1]
ntain crucial research findings which can be used and implemented in in
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and vital sectors of the economy In .Nigeriq. Thus, there is a need for long-term accessibility
and preservation of these vital information resources for posterity (Ifijeh, 2014). On the
contrary, however, Han (2014) noted that theses and dissertations are not usually available

the usual routine of scholarly publication and distribution. This author further
these resources are either partially

stated that within the traditional libraries workflow,

catalogued or not catalogued at all, thus making them difficult to access. Alan and Pandey
(2012) also that the non-publishing status of theses and dissertations have over time
made most 7 languish in obscurity as grey literature in university libraries and
irchives, ar . accessibility was a difficult task. These points have made retrieval of

Nigeria difficult. i
he internet era, theses and

- far-fetched, hitherto to t
ed copies archived and available in the university

tof




cture) focus more on the development and
le the concepts of the 55 model (streams,
vith well developed and implemented

e %

The concepts and domains of DELOS model (content,

Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner



et aac i s

R i

This explains the unavailability of theses and dissertations from Nigerian Unive g il :
global d?imhd*t\ such as DATAD and \l)l TD. In addition to this :th( undvmu;)ll?l;; :?f ImuaUYQS -
any networked pl: atform that either centralises the ETDs in a database or harvests ETDs for ngena
the stand-alone repositories.

The OAI-'PMH is a machine-to-machine interface provided by repository software
platforms (Open and Proprietary). This protocol allows service providers to harvest and
process metadata (bibliographic information) for the items in a repository. International 139

service providers or aggregators use the data provided to feed their databases for visibility,
thus making search faster. Tmava and Alemneh (2013) opined that open standards
enhanced interoperability between different IR software platforms and online search
engines, such as Google, to index metadata elements consistently and offer useful search
capabilities. The minimum standard of interoperability for repositories is the OAI-PMH
(Shearer et al, 2015). It is also the most used protocol among ETD providers (Hakimjavadi
and Masrek, 2013). :

In a related study, Arlitsch and OBrien (2014) carried out a search engine optimisation
study in University of Utah’s digital repository that revealed low indexing ratio on
Google Scholar. A further subsequent study found out that those repositories that usec

r recommended metadata schemas expressed in HTML meta tags exy
icantly higher indexing ratios. Tmava and Alemneh (2013) supported th
whm ﬂmy s”tai;ed that r&gardless of other contnbutmg factors nch meta ;

4 Mw were, however focused on search engine opt1m1sat10n and not n ly
pperability with metadata harvesters. Majority of the repositories in the prosent study
not reglstered on the protocols that enable other information systems to collect and
r non-linkrot metadata outside the repositories’ environment. Further studies can be
carried out on the usability of the metadata in Nigerian IRs to find out this gap.

In Nigeria, the poor synergy between the information technology (IT) units of
universities and the librarians causes technical issues such as search optimisation and
interoperability. The researchers observed that in most cases, the [T units customised their
- repositories without due consultation and input from the librarians to find out how these
. repositories can be tailored to meet the needs of its users.

Findings from the interview
Responses on policy documents from some of the repository administrators indicated that
institutions had IR policies not no specified ETD policy. One of the IR administrators

was"We have an institutional repository (IR) pokicy but not a specified ETD pokicy: the IR
covers some of the issues on ETD management”. S

ior @g_ration (from print to electronic) through d1gltlsat10n and thmgh:t the
sutficient as a preservation techmque Several rsatery Ir
G;,‘ teCh_nlque <; s } 1CYV wa

Generatedby CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




sarer. K., Amarao, B., Azrilevich, P, Babini. D., Beasley, G., Cabezas, A., Castelli, D., Horstmann, W., Initiati .
Joseph, H., Kuchma, L, Labbe, CG. Lossau, N, Luce, R, Mueller, K., Repanas, K., Rieger, O, ¢ ai[\llves W
Rodrigues, E., Ruttenberg, J., Sallans, A., Selematsela, D., Singh, B., Viragos, M., Yamaji, K, 1geria
Walters, T. and Zhang, X. (2015), “Promoting open knowledge and open science: Report of the
repositories”, COAR Report.
ia NK (2011), “The development of an Indian electronic theses and dissertations repository: an
overview”, The Journal of Academic Librarianship, Vol. 37 No. 6, doi: 10.1016/j.acalib.2011.08 011.
M., Ribera, M. and Locher, A. (2015), “An analysis of file format control in institutional
repositories”, Library Hi Tech, Vol. 33 No. 2, pp. 162-174.

AM., Alemneh, D.G. and, (2013), “Enhancing content visibility in institutional repositqrieﬁ:
‘overview of factors that affect digital resources discoverability”, iConference 2013 Proceedings,
855-859, doi:10.9776/13437.

EF. (2016), “Let IR RIP”, SciTechSociety, available at: scitechsociety.blogspot.com/2016/07/let-
rriphtm (accessed 21 December 2016).

. P. (2015), “The role of research and postgraduate studies in african higher education”, Policy
ef presented at the African Higher Education susmmit. Dakar, 12-15th March.

and Mostert, J. (2014), “African IRs as contributors to global information: a South African
study”, Mousaion, Vol. 32 No. 1, pp. 98-114.

S, Zhang, J., Knight, G., Jensen, J., Downing, R. and Ketley, C. (2013), “Cloud repositories
) data — addressing the needs of researchers”, Journal of Cloud Computing: Advances,
and Applications, Vol. 2 No. 1.

n F. and Wee, MLC. (2015), “Critical success factors for institutional repositories
” The Electronic Library, Vol. 33 No. 2, pp. 196209, available at: https/doi.org/ i
nama, O.C. (2011), “ETDs initiatives in federal university of )
successes, challenges, prospects”, Proceedings of the 4th
on Electronic Theses and Dissertations, Cape Town,

(2012), “Rationale of institutional repository
ia”, Library Review, Vol. 61 No. 6, pp. 394-417,
) m X
ublishing in the ProQuest system and the
urnal OJf Libravianship and Scholarly
7 /dx.doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.1074
sitories in Africa: obstacles and challenges”,
available at: https://doi.org/10.1108/LR-03-2017-

of Nigeria repository: Process and challenges”,

Q‘V@Eﬁ” J%r (2015), “Open reposit
1 ture”, Proceeding. ] o



Generated by CamScanner



