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Introduction
The concept of conservation an
initial ideology that emphasized the signl

d preservation emerged during the 20th century, resulting from an
ficance of not only documenting the historical background
of a structure but also restoring it to its real fundamental nature (Umar et al., 2019a). The Okun
people are a group of Y oruba communities in Kogi State, Nigeria having their own unique culture,
including traditional dressing, cuisine, and religious practices which entails, Christianity, Islam,
and traditional African religions. The architecture of the Okun people incorporates the use of natural
materials such as mud, sticks and natural colours alongside patterns occurring in nature. Woodisa
major material used in Okun architecture for columns, slabs, staircases, windows and doors.
However, with evolution of modernism, the use of the aforementioned elements and materials are
fading away while the existing ones are deteriorating, lacking preservation. Adeyemo, (2020)
emphasizes that cultural identity plays a crucial role in establishing uniqueness and local identity
in the competitive global arena of contemporary architecture on the premise that culture is closely
tied to the people who shaped it as such, it is a key determinant of identity. The conservation of
traditional architecture holds significant importance, as it fosters a sense of identity and continuity
.for future generations amidst the rapid changes of the world (Umar et al., 2019a). Therefore, it is
’mPOﬂath to identify and sustain the aesthetic elements in traditional architecture as this will help
to establish and preserve local architectural identity of the Okun people.

Statement of the Research Problem
The inclinati ign i
bu”dr;ccgl @clmanon towards foreign influences with significant modernist elements in terms of
o cglgai :szn(,}aesthehcs, and materials, leads to a neglect of local building concepts and materials
5 i a0
2 razuleviciute-vileniske, 2022). This disregard can be attributed to the influence of

38|Page
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colonial masters and the modern trend of imposing new models and materials on traditional African
architecture (Umar 67 al,, 20101). The undeviating shortage of heritage buildings and their fading
through time also necessitates the need to preserve heritage through maintenance and rehabilitation
while imbibing lost elements into the construction of new ones. This implies that, there is a need

for unique public buildings of local architecture and cultural potentials that is geared towards
cultural heritage preservation and conservation.

Aim

The aim of the paper is to appraise cultural elements that reflect the rich heritage and traditions of
the Okun people with the view to preserve the cultural heritage of the people.

Literature Review
Architecture and Tradition

Architecture relies on the community's geography, cultures, traditions, manners, knowledge, and
historical background (Koirala, 2021). According to Tubi (2020), the Okun-speaking people are
believed to have migrated from Ile-Ife, and some claim their ancestral roots in old Oyo and other
ancient cities. However, Nigerian architects and scholars unanimously agree that indigenous
architecture thrives across the country's regions, reflecting diversity and richness (Okogwu, 2008;
Lodson er al., 2018). While indigenous architectural examples exist throughout Nigeria, numerous
of such buildings are in disrepair and lack similar buildings succeeding it (Maina et al., 2018).

Okun Traditional Architecture

Traditional architecture encompasses the culturally and historically contextualized design and
construction of buildings, reflecting the social, economic, and cultural conditions of their era. It
holds significance by fostering continuity, preserving heritage, fostering identity, and promoting a
sense of belonging within the community (Nilson & Thorell, 2014). This involves understanding
materials and their interactions, construction techniques, skilled artisans, available resources, and
maintaining a sustainable approach that aligns with the region's identity. Plate I reveals the Oke-
Mapo Villa in Kabba Kogi State which incorporates traditional elements such as patterns, lines and
sculpted columns. It is also one of the oldest storey building in existence in the Study area.
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::::::::;r::ﬁ :rc;:wilt':l:l\lf:‘mcllE:::j‘lfci:gm:lw(lm:n 'clu'nst:uclion will aid in Iprcscr\{ing Okun important
B sk, ool otbes |(1i()'.i;‘ observec |‘n'l late Il above. Various hull(llrfg'clcmcnts such
4l S, g, and ceiling can be employed to exhibit the cultural
characteristic features of the Okun people through the use of decorative elements such as motifs
(pnncn"t:q and paintings), stone works, woodwork (carvings), and sculpture as revealed in Plate I11.
In addition, employing traditional building materials like bricks, and stones can establish a link to
t‘h.c past, while also promoting energy efficiency and sustainability because of its availability and
friendliness with the environment (Onyegiri & Ugochukwu, 2016).
Traditional buildings were constructed using locally available resources, including stone, mud, and
palnT fronds. The Okun people also creatively used materials like mud ("amo') and thatch in their
arc}.mecture. resulting in aesthetically pleasing structures that reflect the architectural merits of the
region. Although few examples of earth/mud/brick architecture have survived over time, some

monuments, shrines, and family houses still stand.

i s : 3;40%&%&[?@?‘4‘}& 5 :
Plate I1I: Relief sculpture on a Chief’s seat at Okedose

Source: Author Fieldwork (2023)

Okun Traditional Elements

The Okun architecture integrates traditional
showcasing highly aesthetics carved motifs on doors and r
Plate V. Merging of traditional arches and columns with modern arch
historical coherence and heritage, while offering a distinct and lively ae
architecture also employs the use of potteries for ornamentations because of its availability. The
potsherds have inclusions of mica and are dark-brownish in colour, also of the same texture and
are all handmade wares both burnished and unburnished (Tubi, 2020).

patterns and designs into contemporary settings
oof supports as shown in Plate IV and
itecture fosters a sense of
sthetic. The Okun

colouration. They

41| Page
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Plate IV: Sculpture and Carvings on entrance Door
Source: Author’s fieldwork (2023)

Cloth costumes and other
palm fronds or sago-palm fibres, an
in object paintings on a Shrine in Plate V. Th

walls, and captivating brownish thatched roof contribut

SIS EE S SN

human-made and natural objects such as carved head
d iron gongs are also employed as decorative element
e harmonics effects generated by the ground colour,
e to the beauty of these decorative elements.

Source: Author’s fieldwork (2023)
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Research Methodology

The quantitative method uses a structured survey aligned with the study's aim via questionnaires
which consists of 5-point likert scale questions. This is used to measure the opinions of respondents
on how much they prefer and prioritise the various Okun traditional elements on buildings. The
questionnaire was administered to indigenes, residents and professional in the arts, culture, history
and building industry majorly of Okun descent. The questionnaires were hand-delivered to
respondents within the study area. Also, electronic administration was utilized with the aid of
Google forms through Whatsapp platforms in order to reach key stakeholders that were not around
because of career and schooling.

Purposive Sampling was employed in the sample selection because it enables respondents that are
likely to provide rich and detailed information to make their best contribution in answering the
research questions. The sample size for the study was largely dependent on the population of Okun
ethnic group which was projected to be 933,800 as such, the Krejcie and Morgan (1970) table for
determining sample size and qualtrics online calculator for sample size was employed using a
confidence level of 95% and margin error of 5%. As a result, the minimum number of
questionnaires needed to be sent out is 384 with an acceptable survey response rate of 30%. This
implies that, an average of 30% valid and completely filled questionnaires responses must be

returned for analysis. Hence, a minimum of 115 valid responses is needed for this survey, however,
a valid response of 214 was analysed for this study.
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Results and Discussion of Findings

Respondent’s response rate
Tzble 1 shows the figure of questionn

120 printed questionnaires were distributed, out o
back. Meanwhile, the same questionnaire was converted to Google form and the link sent to 300

individuals via Whatsapp to Okun indigenes who were not available physically due to schooling
and relocation, out of which only 100 were filled completely and submitted. According to Mosa
and Kalton (1971), the result of a survey could be considered as biased and of little value if the
response was lower than 30-40%. However, a 51% total response rate was gotten and considered

unbiased and adequate for the analysis carried out.

of the respondents.

aires administered and the response rate
leted and received

£ which only 114 were comp

Table 1: Respondents’ response rate
Location Distribution (No) Returned (No) % of response rate
X Y
(Y/X*100
Kabba 420 214 51% )

Source: Author (2023)

Demography Information of Respondents
Table 2 shows the demography information of the respondents in the study. As revealed, there are

133 malfelrses;;)ndents (62.1%) and 81 female respondents (37.9%). While 49.5% are within the age
range of 15-29 years, 32.2% within 30-44years, 15.4% withi .
, 15.4% within 45-59yeras and the remaining 2.89
::e .60y;ars ar?d above, As well, 7% were architects, 5.1% builders, 3.7% urban planners gl 5")"//0
4 % arc 3 . 15.
Oth:pt efengmeclnl?g field, 26.2% falls within the art and craft industry while 42.1% belongs to
rofessions like teaching, public administration and banki ; i
e . nd banking. 16.8% of the respond
f::rlllml zractlcc for less than a year, 39.7% for at least 1 to 5 years, 19.2% for 6 1(;) relzaemsl ;‘al‘f’e
i 0 . . 4 X 4 i
years and 11,2% have been in practice for over 16years. The implication of zhe al;ov . f/0
e for
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the study is that, they can provide accurate and valid information as regards the research objectives
in relation to their age, profession and wealth of experience.

Table 2: Demography Information of Respondents

Variable Frequency Percentage (o)
Gender
Male 133 62.1
Female 81 37.9
Age
15-29 106 49.5
30-44 69 32.2
45-59 33 15.4
60years above 6 2.8
Profession
Architects 15 7.0
Builders 11 541
Urban Planners 8 3.7
Engineers 34 15.9
Music/Art/Historian/Craft/Culture 56 26.2
Other 90 42.1
Length of service in Profession
<lyear 36 16.8
1-5years 85 39.7
6-10years 41 19.2
11-15years 28 131
16years above 24 11.2

Source: Author (2023)

Analysis of Okun Traditional Elements to be displayed on Public Buildings

Relative Importance Index (RII) was used to rate the traditional element pri oritised for Okun public

buildings so as to be able to determine which is most important and preferred. In addition, it also

helps in verifying the extent to which the measured variable can be integrated in Okun public

buildings. As observed in Table 3, trees and flowers were ranked first, while murals was second
followed by stone mosaic decorations. Relief sculptures were ranked least. This implies that, trees
and flowers were the most important and preferred traditional elements, while relief sculptures were
ranked least important and preferred. This gives insight into the most important and preferred
traditional elements for Okun public buildings ensuring that the most important and preferred
traditional elements are incorporated.

Table 3: Relative Importance Index (RII) of Okun Traditional Elements to be displayed on
Public Buildings
Variable VT B M H VH W RII Rank
Bii® ) G RO b=
Trees and Flowers decoration 6 13 66 59 70 816 0.762617 1
Murals on walls S 15 110 42 42 743 0.694393 2
Stone Mosaic Decorations 8 22 84 62 38 742  0.693458 3
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How Okun Cultural Heritage can be integrated in Public Buildings

Using RII to determine how Okun cultural heritage can be integrated in public buildings, it is
revealed in Table 4 that, pictorial storytelling ranked first and object paintings ranked second while,
gns and patterned murals ranked third and fourth respectively. Consequently, Okun
people do not only want their cultural history and heritage to be pass down orally but also in
pictures. This implies that the use of pictorial storytelling is a highly effective method of conveying
cultural experiences and values. This method is particularly effective because it encompasses all
aspects of oral folklore, which is a key aspect of many cultures. On the other hand, patterned murals,
abstract designs, and object paintings were ranked as moderate, which suggests that they may not
be as effective in conveying cultural experiences and values. This can help to create a design that
is more meaningful and relevant to the local community, and can help to strengthen the identity of

abstracts desi

the community.

Table 4: Relative Importance Index (RII) of How OKkun Cultural Heritage can be integrated
in Public Buildings

Variable VL L M H VH TW RII Rank
M) .. D@ . & O

Pictorial Storytelling 4 19 76 67 48 778  0.727103 1

Object Paintings S 26 84 66 33 738  0.689720 2

Abstracts Designs 8 21 102 56 27 715 0.668224 3

Patterned Murals 7 23 114 51 19 694  0.648598 4

Note: VL=Very low, L= Low, M= Moderate, H= High and VH= Very high
Source: Author (2023)

ex (RII) for the inclusion of traditional building materials on public

¢ S reveals that bricks and stone mosaic design ranked first and second

ked least. As a result bricks have the highest preference to be

included as traditional building materials on public buildings while stone, wood and stone mosaic
designs were considered moderate. Low preference was given to bamboo and thatch. This implies
that, the use of bamboo and thatch is not preferred while stone, wood, and stone mosaic designs are
considered moderate in preference. The use of bricks as the primary building material for the public
buildings might be considered, while also incorporating stone, wood, and stone mosaic designs in
a moderate manner. The use of bamboo and thatch can be avoided or minimized.

The Relative Importance Ind
buildings as presented in Tabl
respectively while thatch was ran

Table 5: RII for preference of inclusion of traditional building materials on public buildings

Variable VL L M H VH W RII Rank
m @ ¢ @ O z

Bricks 3 15 89 72 35 763  0.713084 1

Stone Mosaic design 9 24 80 71 30 731  0.683178 2
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Stone s 29 102 S4 24 1705 00658879 3
Wood 1 2 105 50 17 674 0.629907

Bamboo 13 55 {8 47 11 630 0.588785 5
Thatch 10 64 101 29 10 607 056729 6

Note: VL=Very low, L= Low, M= Moderate, H= High and VH= Very high
Source: Author (2023)

Factors preventing people from adding cultural elements to their building
Table 6 shows that, majority of the respondents (43%) agrees that religion is a major factor
preventing people from adding cultural elements to their buildings followed by civilization (36.9%),

lack of adequate local skills for cultural element usage (8.4), ignorance (6.5%), and globalization
(4.2%).

Table 6: Factors preventing people from adding cultural elements to their building

Variables Frequency Percentage (%)
Religion 94 439
Globalization 9 42

Civilization 79 36.9

Ignorance 14 6.5

Lack of adequate local skills for cultural element usage 18 8.4

Total 214 100.0

Source: Author’s Fieldwork (2023)

Impact of Inclusion of Cultural elements on public buildings

The five-point Likert scale (1= strongly disagree and 5=strongly agree) was used to calculate the
mean score (MS) for each Impact of Inclusion of Cultural elements on public buildings which was
then used to determine its relative ranking in ascending order of agreement. Table 7 shows that,
promotion of culture (MS = 4.30) ranked highest as agreed upon by the respondents.

Table 7: Impact of Inclusion of Cultural elements on public buildings

Variable Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree(d) Strongly Mean Decision
disagree (2) 3) agree (5) Score
() (MS)

Development  9(4%) 11(5%)  34(16%) 119(56%) 41(19%) 3.81 Agree
of Unique

architecture

language

Development  3(1%) 13(6%)  33(15%) 115(54%) 50(23%) 3.92  Agree
of architecture

responsive to

its Jocation

Further 3(1%) 9(4%) 52(24%) 117(55%) 33(15%) 3.79  Agree
acceptance of

Afrocentric

Architecture
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Table 8: RII for Impact of Inclusion of Cultural elements on public buildings
Variable oW RII Rank
Promotion of Culture 921 0.860748 1
Preservation of Cultural craft and Heritage 873 0.815888 2
Development of architecture responsive to its location 838 0.783178 3
Development of Unique architecture language 814 0.760748 4
Further acceptance of Afrocentric Architecture 810 0.757009 5

Source: Author (2023)

Conclusion
The study on the appraisal of Okun traditional elements in Public Buildings in Kabba, Kogi State

is significant in preserving the cultural heritage of the Okun people. The study reveals the traditional
and decorative clements used on buildings in Okun land, consequently depicting the Okun
arc%n'tecture. Incorporating culturally significant elements such as bricks, stones and pictorial story
telling that reflect the local identity promotes community engagement and preserves the cultural

heritage of the Okun people.

Recommendation
Architects and urban planners should consider the cultural heritage of the people when designing

public buildings and the use of traditional building elements should be encouraged to preserve the

cultural heritage of the people.
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