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of the muslion north and could therefore, not be generalised. 1 is further argued thal even in
Hausaland, seclusion is strictly practiced anly in urban centres and that woamen panticipate
actively in farming activitics in the rural arcas ’

The prineipal atin of ks paper is o demonstrate, smpincally, the extenl of womnen's
invalvement in farming aclivities, Weir polentials, and Lheir cansirains, using Gusau Local
Covernment Area of Sokolo Slale as a case study.

2.0 Methodology

Thie study area is Cusau Local Gosernment Aven of Sokoto Siate.” The local governmeny
covers an area of 3a6Tkm? and has a popuilation of 260,446 people, acconding lo 1991 census
fipures. [ lics inthe norlem Guinea Savanna ceolagical rone, with an estimated annual rainfal|
avl alvonn | GO s L;-:It:,:“lllll eaiAe, milled, e, o I:-W[.ll.:.l_.Hrlilrllillllll. ] Coatlean are the I'I'Ii!j-!:ur
crops, and are olten grown in mistures. Liveslock such as cattle, sheep, goals, and donkeys are
also raised oxlensively,

Frae i 5,<||||_:||i|:|_; Prarmne ol weormen tarmers olilaiee] froi v"r||.lj1"{! b A TRV TET Y] .-'Il.{:"ﬂl! in e
area, a random sample af 50 farmors was selecled Mom Gusau town, as well as Casa, Mada,
ragami and Wanke villages. Data were collected from these farmers in April 1995 through
inlorviows using protostod questionnaires. Information was ohlained on demographic character-
istics of the Gumers, Gaon egrerations, o inputs, and agriculiueal support sorvices. Doscriplive
statislics wire usce 1o analyse the dala.

3.0 Resulls nnd Diseussion
3.1 Demaographic Characteristics
Thiee ehi stritaicms of women fpmeors aceonding o age is presented on Table 1 which
slwaws that cnly &% o ghe Garmmers ang below 15 yeans of age. Majority (7 2%) of e

Fvrroers e botweecn 30wl 4% yoars. his weonlad appear b indicale

Table 1

Distribution of Respondents According lo Age

Age (Years) Fregqueney Percentage

<15 3 [

[ RERE 4 L]

A - an ! R0 72

45 - hlb i 10
=il ] 4
Fenael TN 10U

1 S

Uaand e swrsinseenn diverabvee] covee oo lalt swescd sl il Daeaclicei] R earily (00 ol e swesinenn ang muslifns
andl Tk s mmarmiedd § Ginbildes 210 D Bt it naeniny of e weenmen Gmers ae maeeicd agspest
Lo contradict the popular beliel e marcicd mostim women in the porheen pan of Migeria do
vk participale in farming activitics
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Table 2 !
i
Marital Status of Farmers 1
\ I
Marital Status Frequency Percentapge i
. . ’
e el 17 74 .
[ Yiveargnl i Y]
Witlowod [ 12
C3hers (Mewes a o) ? 4
[ I xlal 50 100
3.2 Extent of invelvemen in farming
The extent of involvement i Larming in 1his studdy is ameasurpe by the main
crcugation of the women and aclivitios in which hey are active,  The disiribution of
respondenls acconling te main o cupation is prosenied on Fable 3 which shows thal G4%
of the farmers identified lareming as their major ooy prliony while tho rempining are eiller
civil servans or traders wher engape in fanming as a ming LCCUpKRLLi, !
Table 3
Distribution of R espondents According to Majar Crecupalion
- -
I Main Crocupation Frequency Fercentage —]
I armming a2 (i '
CHher L3ecupunions Xil My
Teal an 100

lable 4 depicts the disyibut jon of responcents according 1o level of paticipation in
lanm aperations. As presenled on Tabile 4, women Bimars reported aclive parlicipalion
il Favm operations will tha: possilile exception of prrimaey land cultivalion ploughing

il piclging),
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Table 4

Distribution of Respondents According to Activities in which they are Active

Aclive Mat aclive

Farm ll_ Frogquemcy
I

Percenlage Freguency Fercentage
Land Clearing Bl Hl 12 24
Plesghing ancl Widgie | i Iy 42 4
;-I Planting | 37 74 13 1]
Fertilizer applicaticn 12 [ 1 36
. Woeeding 47 4 k] 0
Iharvest 349 L] 11 11
Sioragn 43 an 7 14
Pracessing a5 LU 5 it
mlarkeling 34 i) 16 3
|

whore only aboul §0% reporicd aclive parlicipation. for land cloaring, planting,
feriilizer application, weeding, harvesting, slorage, rocessing, andd marketing, abou
Fh, T4% GA%, % 7Y% 91%, 47 aned G8% al the rospondents, respectively,
indicated aclive parlicipation These linclings appear 1o e agrocment witl the
asselion of Mpur (F9E71, hal wermen o Higeria ane aclively invelved in such frming
aclivitios as planting, trnnsplanting, weoding, fertilizer application, harvesting, thresh
ing, winnowing, Iramspaniing, staring, preserving and markoling of praduce. Boserip
7o), had alser ealior foned that wearly all the tasks conacied with food production
are prerfonned by Alrican pural wonen welhy e et ion of trea fekling aed wiher heivy
land preparations valated sotives, o faen, in the siady anci, harvesting and processing

of crops such as meive, cirwa, coslhen, grommddnut il peppper ane considoered noclu-
sively woren aciivities

3.3 Potentials and constraints

3.3.1 HResources

Coml g olten rogardecd as e primay ingan i griculiural preduetioan. Eanpabiasizing
s imnapacan banipwes ol Lo, | nnnneariyrs 10 statee] 11ia1, tey the Magerian larmer, (BTt
s the most vital possession and only secuity in e Basl resorl. Unfonwnately,
Liswever, it is contended that accessihilivg of women 1o his vital resouree is highly
fimited. i problem pralsabily cimanaies (rewm Vhee unfavorable land lenwre
arcangoment, Lo tenure sysiem s largely By inheritanees, whicly i inany
communities is patrilimeal, Stuclies (Adeyekumng, 1961 Pala, 1976) have shown
thint woarniens farmers in Bgeia wesily thepesid o L pennsily of e Iassbiands
ana amale relatives Tor L, st woisien ane nob celiggibales by inberil lamel. 1his lack
of tile 1es Lo, mccondiog Vo 1ismnor e [1UF D, provents women fran pRerCIsing or
improving their expertise in Cop and aminal husbandry because of absence of
spcarly o ko

1 his gueakilen i proashialaby presealvnt an nust Alviea s ielivs, il ellecls apgeir i
Lo amithpetaeel, s sonme estend, in thies stindy e Ve Eslinic Lw Al wecsie 10
it lamal albosagh anly hall of il thee i e inherin wider e sama
cirevmslances, Vhis sse licites Vvl srspnnn 1o e stody e alales vy i huerid |.1|'|||n:|'.|il':'!
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unlike their commtegin s clsewhore in Migeria.  This redlecled an Talle 5, which
shows that up to 729% of e woimon acepuire laml through inberiance,

Table 5 )

Distribution of respondents according to method of land acquisition

Muode of Acquisition Frequency Percentage
Indveritance 3 1]
Rentingd| casing 4 ]

Laill G 72
Furelase 5 1m0
lesiald 50 1000

As bbb d inomast ab the inheritanee-based laml Lesnnee &

yaluins, siaes ol plols ane likesly
lex bae simall broca

use of fragimentation as the land passes leom ane generaiion o anolher,
iis perhaps esplains the small sizes of fanm haldings faund in the study (Table 6. A
clesser examinatiom ol Talde 6 reveals thal st GH% ool Wi wesponebents cultivate less than
iree hectares, while anly 2,04% of the Tarmer have a far size greater thasn five hectares,
e prolilem with fragmentod heshilings is wisiially roflocied in

wilic

reduced lalsour use
ciengy andl Lack of amenability (e mechanization.

Table &
Distribution of Respondents According to Farm Size
Farm Size (Ha) Frequency Fercentapge

< i 10,32
| =2 15 LIEN Y|
24 Il 24,44
| 11h A Ay
4.5 1 .G
R 1 F.04
Tl 41] [LALE RN 1]

e

Latagur is esseniial for acoomplishing various fann operalions. A gprablem for women

Fatimers i e sty anea is how o oltain bired oo especially for heavy o

eultivalion opemtions which they cannet banle, Hheee agipesives 1o Le labour bostle-nock

thuriong Vhe pedasd of Bl cultivation s wininen sonwdinees have 1o wail Tor men 1o

i cennpaleste coltivating Husir tveen Garms 1o v aeeess Lo Loveyd |

alsrun. Mol unespecioedly,
ek coltivistion is olven defayed with adverse oo

[SERHTR R PR

I Coagntal is necessary for making ditfernom typoes ol fnvestiments an the farm. Mast rural

| e apeevigle i e vicioms ciecle of povery Dom whicl iy ciatvineal escape withont
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weemens in Migeria are often by-passed Ly crealit, especialby U formal type (Mgur, 13875
This is confirmed in this study where only 20% af the farmers barrow maney frem banks
(Table 7). Evon the 20% that benefitieed frenm bank loans are civil servants and Tactory
wenstkors who e cdueated and have good “connections®, Cihors reliced on Informal
souroes (65%), nilt (536, and personal savings (63%). The genoral nomn-accessibility 1o
formal credit actually reduced investments impraved inpuls which could have
increased crop yields and (anm ingames in ile aroa.

The distritanion of responcent accarding lo inpuls sturco is presented on Table &
which shows that majority of the inputs are either saved {seeds) or procured in the open
market ertilizers and chemicals). 11 is signilicant ko nole that anly few farmers obtained
the commodities ot subsidized raes Tram Fanmer's Agricularal Supply Campany
(FASCON o any government ageney. I woubd appear, Wierefore, thal women fanners
have not Leselitted from input subsidization policy of the government,

3,3.2 Extension services

Fificicent extension sorvices are rocpired foradoption of new iechnslogics aimed at
improving produclivity of the farmers. In Alrica howeves, it is reported that there
is gender imbalance in the distribution of agriculiural extension workers. It is
reporied that only 7% of extension agenis in Africa are wemon (A0, 19891, 1n
the Easteny Zoie of the Sokoto Agiloniural Development Project, which cowors
several LG.aus including Gusau, there are only two [emmale extensionisls as al the
Lime of this study, The deanh of female agricullural exlension agents appears o
have deniced many women direct aconss Lo Exionsn informalian

Table 7

Bistribution of Respondents According to Sources of Finance

Age (Years) Freguency Percentage —l
Bank loan 1 20
Infermal Credit J 3 B
o]l b 12
Hil'.'ill':i i1 L
Cooperalives 2 4]
| eatarl il [EL

poal ol the e, seomen Bavmers e o rely onoxlension inToration that trickled
down Trom their hushands, relative, andfor ne ghhbisis,  Table 9 presents Lhe
ehistrilsution of respondents aconrding Lo sources of exlo
Ly sesomn Trasin W Table, only 24% ol the

sion infonmation. As caf
[arrmers b roceived information direct
feomn extensinn agemts, e emaining elnain advice e Bushands (500,
neighburs aned e encel Barmors (24%)0, and milio programmes (29%). Since
weernmseenn dhe sl T Birst-lianed Tnformation franm cxlension agants, they are exposed
Ley tha dangers of information clistortiom
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Tahle &

Distribution of Respandents According to Input Source :

Sead Fertilizer Chemicals
Source Freg. Forcent Froq. Foercent Freq. Percent
Mlirkel 16 1165 an 70.540 41 43,57
Siving 30 .22 i 0. o0 0 .o
Coapis ] LN 1] 0. 00 L] 0,00
FASCO 1 304 4 B.16 4 &.16
Gl 2 4,04 [ 12.24 4 N6
Total 49 10000 49 10000 49 100.0

I adddition, they could bacome laggards in innovalion adomion due 1o delayed
access Lo infarmalion,

Table 9

Distribution of Respondents According (o Sources of Extension Advice

Ape (Years) Frequency Percenlage
Exlensicon agenl 12 24
Flusliaiud 25 a0
Meighbour/Experienced
Farmaer 12 24
Kadico | 2
Fubrlication 0 0

Teatiad nn 10d)

Fosllowing the recent creation of a Wamen-in-Agricoliure [WIAL depariment
in the Sokoto Apricullural Developmen Project, luwever, the extension conlact
siluation is likely 1o imprasves, Alnsaly several women exionsionists (2l 3%5) are
repoiledly being tained 1o reach oul Lo women Tammers in the stato. 1t is expociod
that this woull rediee the ratio of women exiensionist s werson [arsers in many

prarts ol thee stale, which wi Bed, Ao tuen el divect ¢ el wilth weerimen fTanmers

3.2.3 Education

Feducation of women fmers is considered cesential o cuntly to Tacilitale adogion

ol improved practices but alsa o improve cpality ol File Tor their Gunilies, Soye
C189490), Torinstanee, has olsereod peagitive corrlaiion bebweon womon oo alion
tevel and family healil Unferiunmtely, most rural women in Migeria are illilerate,
I this stucly, enly 44% of the espondonts interviewed have acquired ane from of
western eelucation or anent haer Adthargls this ligure is Bigghvr Whavee 34% obataimed Tor
Magerin by Aadeyokun (VML e s meceds 1 be done Lo IIOVE WiHnen
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education and consequently, improve the chances of increasing their productivity
and quality of life.

The trend of fomale enralimest in ‘schools in the sludy aren however, appears Lo
supgest that things are changing for the belter. Far inslance, female enrolment in
primary schaols in the L.GA. has increased from about 3,500 in 1982/83 1o about

f,049 in 1993/04 (F.5.M.0. Gusau, 1994} which represents an Inerease of nearly
D65 in just ome decadbe

3.3.4 MNon-Farm Activities

Apeart Trom participating in farm activities, women have additional demestic and
reprnhuctive tespomsilifities as well,  These siher activities el witle Farm
AR D0 seoiian’s e el e esponsos of women T rpuesstions alusl
dumestic aclivities they consicder most limatinglo their availalility for farm work are
preseled on Table 10, I could be seen fram the Table 10 that the moast limiting
domesiic activities are cooking, washing and nursing (42%), This was lollowed by -
trading 28%, fetching waler 22%, and fatching fire-wood 2%, Further analysis
reveals lhal women fetch water about three times a day frem water sources located
on the average, abouw one kilometre fram their homes

Table 10

Distribution of Respondents According to Domestic Activities that Mast Hinder

Participation in Farm Work

Domestic Respon. Frequency Percentage

{:('II::I"CIT'IH_ 'n.-il'il.l“H &

Mursing F] 42

Fracding 14 1]

Fetehing water 11 11

Ferching fire-wood 1 2

Oithers 3 G
Featal 50 100

3.3

From the forcgoing, it is evident thal any stratcgy thal improves the spoad of
cooking and washing, and (hat Lrings waier closer 1o wemen would improve Lheir
availability for fanm work

5 Religion

Phe prraechien ol seclusion of wonon, is an acknowledged constraint La their
availaliifitg Tor Farm swerk in | lausaland, 1his is particularly irue for mewly married
s and foe wban dbweellers, Ve Godings of this study hive, howover, shown
tharl this praciice is et shictly alioeed Lo in e sural anas, vapecially for alder
winni, s eatepory of wamen wha are still alle-bodied are allowed 1o leave
Uheir Bames amel bo, aimong olher things, participaie actively in larming.
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4.0 Policy Im Phcations ang Conclusion

Tt is pemerally el ihat wonion i the: musling s e Mol participate actively in farm work
because ol hp Prvelice of seelusion. Consceuonly, s Megies aimogd gt agriculiral developmaon
such as distirilationg ol inmsparsvend D, Lxlension services ) erclit, are directed ar e who
are constdered 1o b e oag anel "haroag wingerse of thair families, Bulin reality, ang as the
resulis of this shudy reveal, e, cspecially those in the rural arcas, participale actively in mast
Farm activities, 11 s et frore spgestec hat the 5 Tusian Bppi hessis» b=z st asiclo apd Wiklingan
rccordkod sullicion, prienily as agriculiural Irreadueors g change apents. 1)js weald give room
for balanee] Planning ol ageiculira) dovelopmgn Stralepios whicl recognize te role of woinan
in Berming il increse their cessibility 1o TRy | MpLts and servicos, 1t s alsg sUgpesied
Hhast ersneerjad esesirche alleation |ne Rives 1 e |Ir"..--:-le:|pr::r-||| 1) ri|11r~-j;h'|||i‘l il rnegery.
reedineing 1oy hvelogivs wliic), woanled wedies e ) SIRY eapmcdod n Fresasoliold tasks liy
e o panticular, (p thevalogsimen o inlermedjag teehnalogies based o renew abile energy
sonrces (such as solar windd, and biogas) should e Biven concoriod research altantion whily
ellores sheb 1y tanithe Lo baring presital s WAET Clases Ty s g s, I suiehy Iechnmlogios coilg
b ehevelopusd g cenahl ves thyes o) weennetn, ey would L alilo 1o devole mare Hine 1 farm
aclivities, Inaddition, e s the urgent need for incentives 1o be provided for women educalion
anel Wi ieng n agricy e ks b prodluce addeepenie nuenlor of tualified wormon agriculirral
werkors in tlhe spane, s is gien PSRN Y b dimpareye rxlension werker- G o conbael miel 1
Taeilitatn ieangfor of impsreavey technalogios g (e larmers, '

fvcomse lusicn, i js reiteaaled it piven Lhe rnl-’lri'.rl:r_'-'lsm:ifﬂr_'(,::sjihililyufwmuen I sl
HrEAs de Ll thongh te (sl e ol inhoritanee, ey have enormaus peatentials far
participating in Lntewsing, it pucaviclod wily Atk fiare inconifvgs

References

Arleyenboun, 10y, | PERTY, “Wanpie aned Agrivalin in Migeria™, v A. Roscarel Sprics 5/
FEASIRC W LY foAaliis Al [ieapaian, 4 b,

Hals, K, | b, LN (1993), =14 e et bt ool ool a, vesmrmenl g ihae role of fyeg )
Winnet anel thedr e Csstbality toe psreseliig i iepais aped inalilutical SUPRMT Sysiouns oy
Migreria, SR paren e 1 i Al ATt v e o iz Migraeian Rurad Seicienfy g
ol ARRGefiens, | Pl ter 2l Aly, Cnicles §10e Linbvrasity, Arbo-Lkii, 221,

:'i|:-:.|:‘|||;|. LGz, L eareresn *s Werder my P eearenaric: |'.—'|"'Vr'.l'-|'_)_-|l.l.'-'rth'll, 51, Marling Fress lne ELETT

I.|'||q|ri:.rn, S VDT, el Tewitirn Al Agriciliral Ur'-.rr-.falr;lr|rr'ru iy Miperiy, MISER, Ibaclan,

FA0, (10pe), Fewerlosak of Snpist Lol and Apricolugge Chrgamiz ntinn, Unileel Mations,

Maigichi, 5. {1904y, “Wasens el Bl e ATy - Suotes S, Fapres pavssondpdd oy Seakurten

Agricultosd Developises Prigera Winrksfiogs

Mgur, ™ VISETY, o gl .'.I'r_'lu'nlrl;.lrrll:‘fll' cragy il fivosioek reraclieetion iy irrtliern
Migersa: whar el 7 Fapser preseaaied a1 5 SOUIRAE o0k Wi Stuely: The Stae of the
At Now, Womoen's Rasearch il 136, tnentation Cenre, Institule of African Sludies,
I.Jnivr-ra:ly af Waclan, a1l - nily Mow. 1

Mist i, w17, = Caveae itiilysis cof ageicalioed presdietion arsel Lol wlilization
R e e G e Byl AR, Alfriean Kawal Lingriaryrmesas Fapror N 4,
Muchipan S Urviversitg, 15 I.nusiu;.; LT

Falin, AL CEOFLL, * Advic i Wrniey el raraf n"r-w-J'u;Jrrlr'nrf. Kosearely trevsely aneld Hririties”,
LLEC e Wee. 2 € I vepsas | b i, A wn Conneil an ldacation, RETH

Fliidigs, 13,624 Adwahn, G030 sl Mpawa, Sa (asn, =1, e tnpalications of animal
Frewcee ool thee seenald-se e Tever] in SRV Fone of neghery MNigrevia: A, .'.l'm:ﬂrjl.-u'grurn-
UL TTATET TR TP HETOSL e es™, gy |b, Alatkiy aned | Melinnge terels }, Asidnsad
Peisver i Fobrnnaitag Systesms, | rioch WVitnaogy & Salye I1|.'uru,x(:lw.-u.:i|.:_|l".‘u'i-:-s.l il
1)




. u
11441 " ' Regisier, Frimary Schools
Lol | Management hoard (P58 05 Gusau | 4], I’||_.|.|': i gister, Fror k)
F|i|-I..J|'r SN0 PR NG B ! +F . ’
fManagemenl Board Gusau, Sokobo Stale . o N, -
KX nic researeh on women in rural tlevelapunent in ||. v Re
Sionnong, 5 CE9F61 Deanomic roesearch . Uit Araerican Couneil on Leleeation, I Ga
. CLE L, Maper Mo, T, Overseas |iaison oo . ) G
‘ p flim
. je aper Mo, 8, 37p. K
1990). Wownenr: The Koy To Endig Muoger, The Flunger Project Pape o
5 Ll 1 P SHAIE . { 4
_:-l::,.]r_l. AL P
1.0
L
itk
WORRhN
frrerwigl
Cdkrirn,

stilasting
Wi
TR TR
wenlin
ing of ¢

In

a Iqr;_:-x.
gomeral|
whilliip |
SUCh a5
productj
1 Dy

s Eragiey
iinesrog,
Migerin g
lex il
Larislrarng
for effec)
2.0 MNigp

Loy g
A0 Lulors
shicvw 1)
improwve
] Exlension,
SUCCEss
.'}Jur 1]
o, apriculiiic
Pramingn
thiles, selyg
Tear T 1pgg
secillings &
3 elivilies of
Bl tractinie

il




	Untitled_194.pdf (p.1)
	Untitled_195.pdf (p.2)
	Untitled_196.pdf (p.3)
	Untitled_197.pdf (p.4)
	Untitled_198.pdf (p.5)
	Untitled_199.pdf (p.6)
	Untitled_200.pdf (p.7)
	Untitled_201.pdf (p.8)
	Untitled_202.pdf (p.9)
	Untitled_203.pdf (p.10)
	Untitled_204.pdf (p.11)

