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Abstract

The paper provide highlight on the role of information in decision making which enhances

full participation of citizens in
through voting. Nigerian libraries

acquire, stock and provide current materials re

and democracy in Nigeria.

democracy so that they can choase the leader they like
(schools, academic, public and national] are expected to
levant to pohitical information, civie duties
Libraries generally should collect materials made up books

posters, pamphlets, video, computer disc, online resources reflecting political information,
civic duties, etc nrﬂl are o F-"T-'l-'-'.ﬂ-ff' ;_:luh.'jq_' u:rh,;hn'r:rrlr'n!. adult IH'F'HIII_F progromme ﬁ]r

citizens, help in conflict resolution by providing adequate

political and legal information

to judges and lawyers, etc Internel services can also be offered in libraries. National

Library of Nigeria collects information materials which should include those

af Lﬁ‘m::rm{}r

from publishers and compile bibliography. Inhibuting factors to the provision af libraries

and information services include.

inaccessibility to information by Nigerians, inadequate

ICT facilities, inadequate public and school hibraries in Nigeria. Recommendations are
proffered amongst include, librarians should establish relationship with their parent
institutions; full approval of the freedom of information bill; legislation on public and
school libraries, societal re-orientation and information services in the current democratic

culture among Nigerian societies,
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Introduction

Every organization, institution society
or country consists of abundant
resources which further consist of
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human and material resources. Basically
the set objectives of any institution or
country can be attained only if these
two categories of resources are well-
mobilized and managed. This L'FIH-“_5.




citizens or governed about its
development and activities but also the
citizens should be given the opportunity
to participate in the affairs of the
country as they affect their lives. This
opportunity can  be termed as
participatery democracy. According to
Ngoli. Obinauji and Bethel (2014) states
that participatory democracy is a
democracy whereby people are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making that affects their lives.

The truth of the matter is that the
Nigerian populace particularly the
governed and the rural dwellers neither
knew much nor be allowed to exercise
their power in the democratization
processes. This situation is associated
with the fact that Nigerian libraries
especially public and schools are not
adequately equipped to perform the
expected roles that will keep the
electorates abreast af the
democratization culture/processes such
as conflict resolution, voter education,

expected roles of legislators, etc.

The concept of pgovernment as an
institution in any country 1s concerned

with the formulation and

implementation of policies and laws for

the citizens, provision of social
amenities and protection of lives and
properties of citizens. As an institution
of a country more especially in Nigeria,

employment etc (Dibig pwlﬂ- 5
Constitution, 2011). 2012; Amended

Since 1960 there are vario systems
Eovernment  and thﬂ.r“ mode :;'
Operation varies from one country to
another. Thus, some of these systems
practiced in Nigeria since 1960 include:-
federal, presidential, parliamentary or
cabinet,  republican,  military-in-
government (Dible, 2012). democracy
as well as civil-military rule. A ciwil-
military rule is a system of government
where civilian and military
administration is being practised side-
by-side eg The state governors are
elected while the Head of Suate, Service
Chiefs and Supreme Military Council are
military personnel in uniform eg This
system of government was practised by
president Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida.
From the above listed systems of
government, democracy is the best and
being practised in most countries of the

world today.

In Federal system of government there
is division of power among the three
tiers of the government Presidential

system of government is one whereby

the president of a country is also the
head of state eg President Shehu

Shagari 1978 -1983; President Olusegun
Obansajo 1999 -2007. In Parliamentary
or Cabinet System head of state is
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~ The first Republic in Nigeria (1963 -
 1966) operated this  system of
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Republican government is the one by
which a country headed by 2 president
with a fixed term e.g In we have
Alhajl Shehu Shagari 1979 -1963 and
Olusegun Obasanjo 1999 -2007 etc
is a system of

Military in government
government by which Military take over
the affairs of a country such as in 1966,

1983 and 1985 respectively.

Concept of Democracy
The concept of democracy according to
Dibie (2012) originated from two Greek
words "Demo” people and “Kratia”
vernment. The two words “Demo”

and “"Kratia” developed into the waord,
democracy. Some of the characteristics

of democracy include: right to vote or be
voted for; right to choose own
candidates/support political  parties;
secret balloting: consideration of the
right of majority and minority, decision
making and above all provision of
opportunities. The term democracy can
be defined as government of the pecple
by the people and for the people ie
government on behalf of the people;
representative government, peaple of
high principle. The only way by which
democracy can be exercise by citizens of
any country is through free and free
election. It is therefore essential for all
qualified citizens to exercise his/her
power through voting the right
candidates of choice or be voted for. Itis
right that every qualified voter should
exercise their rights by voting the
leaders they like (Dibie 2012). For the
sustenance of true democracy, the
.lectorates must be allowed to have full
»articipation l.e. to have a say and above

' X
| have free access to  politicy
llnfnmﬂam Thus, Akin (2005) as cltey
by Madumere (2013) was of the viey,
that true democracy can be possible
free  press, g,

here there s
i dent judiciary and free and fa),

indepen
alection, :ppﬂ!cilbll.' Wage., good
alfordable housing et

Democracy has been considered as th,
best form of gm-'ernment because of the
Fﬂ“dp|e of separation of powers, wit
corresponding checks and balance thy
is being exercise by arms g
government. :
pemocracy has heen considered as the
best form of government because of the
principle of separation of powers, with
corresponding checks and balance tha
is being exercise by arms  gf
government. Democracy could be direct
or indirect from time to time to discuss
issues affecting the community. Direct
democracy is an idea of government by
which people meet regularly to discuss
issucs affecting the community. Indireqt
democracy is a type of democracy by
which citizens are free to choose their
awn candidates that will represent them
at the government (Dibie, 2012).
Nigeria has attached importance to
democracy such that since 294 May
1999 and 29th May of every year is now
consider as the democracy day. This was
initiated by the then head of state
Ceneral Abdulsalam Abubakar as he
handed over to demaocratically- elected

President Olusegun Obasanjo.

However, [ht" n'1|I‘; way h!, w]"f_h
citizens can exercise their right in
fair election and

through free and
democracy

ensure participating
whereby citizens are involved in all
decisions affecting their lives. Thus_
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government dischy

according to the ma nrnF:tsu.- o
(electorate) b
Bethel, 2014)

lunction

rl|'ll!' ciliz
(Ngozj, Obinayjy ::;

Elections into loca) 5
+ State
levels are usually 4::1:::1-:1||.|L‘td:uzlnl I::-“'I_;:_n: ;
afe

Independent Electo

ral ¢
(SIEC) and Independen umﬁn::nun
Electoral Commission [;HDEHE;

respectively, and

Madumere and Eze [;;:;;m;ﬁ'f o
appointment levels exist in Nj s
E;:‘:—'ﬂ-‘ﬁi?- The Federa), State andgf::i:;:
| II*rj;lmlr:m: dppointment
evels have different characteristics, A
the federal level, there are the Presl:l;.-n t
Vice-president, National a'.sscrthL
(upper and lower chambers) as wel| .1;
ministerial appointment level At state
leve, we have Bovernors, deputy
governors, House of Assembly members
and commissioner a Ppointment level. At
local government a ppointment level, we
have chairman, vice-chairman and
councillors appointment level,

As at 2003, Nigeria was able to
witnessed three republics (1960s,
1970s/1980s and 1990s/2000s) and
with seventeen years of active
democratic experience being
characterised by military coup. This
makes Nigerian state  ineffective
especially with the executive arm of
government The ineffectiveness was
caused by the fact that the executive
arm of government could not obey the
constitution; judiciary was not allowed
to function independently and there was
corrupt practices on the part of public
officers and legislatures; poverty and
lack of accountability, etc (Ojiakor,

2012).

From the above mentioned weaknesses
and short<comings surrounding the
MNigerian democratic culture, there is the
urgent need for Nigerian populace
particularly the electorates to be well-
informed on the activities of
government, democratization culture
and processes while libraries discharge
their roles of being custodian and
disseminator of current and relhable
political information on voter education,

conflict resolution.

The Objectives of this paper are to
. Review the expected roles of

information in Nigerian
democracy

- Examine the expected roles and
services offer by Nigerian

libraries in sustaining the true
democracy in Nigeria

- Identify the inhibiting factors to
the provision of libraries and
information services in
sustaining ‘true democracy in
Nigeria.

Information and Nigerian Dem ocracy
The concept of information can be seen
as processed data from which meaning
cin be derived; it is an essental
ingredient  to  decision-making; it
reduces uncertainty; conflict resolution
and enhances higher productivity level.
For true democracy to be sustained,
there is the need for freedom of
information; thus Kareem (2014) as
cited in Davis (2007) maintain that
democratization process will include
among others “free movement of
information flow, quick access to
information and wide use of updated
information for the needs of education,
science, culture and economic® P.153.
To ensure true democracy in Nigeria,
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¥ emphasis 0
'“r“""ﬂallu . Phas) n o the

. mfact - :
Inul’nrmq.tlun age” being  called

|
pn the Jlasy entury, four factors of
Toduction (1apd. labour, capital and

EMWPTEI'IEurﬁhipJ eXist In this 21«
“entury, the concept of information was
ddded \pire information  and
f“_'-""-'ﬂﬂ-‘l'w.'urshup were accorded higly
Prioriry, Therefore, for true democracy
1o be sustained in Nigeria, there should

€ ecasy accessibility to updated and
Felevant  information in whatever
farmat they exist For example, the |ast
Presidential/National Assembly
elections that took place, results werp
announced  “Jife" through television,

Results were a1c0 accessed through
Intermet,

Political information can be accessed
through  library FESOUFCes,  internet
while information obtained from these
sources  can  help resolve palitical
conflict  However, the freedem  of
information law as obse rved by Osaigwe
(2011) will help to reduce corruption
thereby enhances transparency as the
Jaw guaranty every Nigerian access to
n Ormation on mandate, roles and
resp onsibilities of public institutions

es since the time in memorial are

- selecting and acquiring; processing,
- Storage and make
Information/information materials for
users who need them. Libraries are
charged with numerous roles which will
help to sustain true democracy in

Migeria, Kareem (2014) as citey in
(2007) apined that dl.'muclqu.;-,,:;“'l
process will include free :11nv.~n1rhtr:
infarmation flow, fquick and CASY ac, bl
Lo Information and wide use qf 4 n.:_::t
information for the needs L] T
science, culture and CCOMOmjg,
therefore the rale of librarian ¢, Aty
collections made up of Lesoks, “t:p
audio  casselte  technology 1-'1111_-."
compact disc not anly reflect of ‘ﬁntar'
political  information by, thay.
information resources shoylg b m'—
Qut 1o users o as to educate the, n:,
clectoral process and dr.'mutrr:q.-, The
public libraries should rise up g thiy
challenge (Madumere and Eze, 2013y

The political  education O Vope
education should begin at both primar‘f
and secondary schools. The CUTTiculyy,
should include civie education, Sticiy)
studies  and  should be fughy
Pupils/students. On the other hand, y,,
school libraries must be ‘F"""?“'l-’ﬂllipp.;.d
with adequate but relevant collectigy,
in civic education, socig) Studies g4
popular newspaper Collectigy,
Whenever pupils/students are able
consult these resources, they will Bet 1y,
knuwfidentif}r their civic rg

les {Hatuy
and Adebayo 2006, Bitagi ang aaka,
2011),

Fublic libraries are ORED L0 every citige,
Tegardless of tribe or gender and hepe,
are charged with the responsibilities of
making  available publications o
political information emanating from
INEC as well ag Previding  archival
materials that are relevant to the
present Nigerian setting (Bitagi and
Saka, 2011). Public libraries can irom
time to time display videos, films of past
premiers, prime ministers to the defunct
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agvicnltore (Taeming), 1heyy g4 IlI gl
o esballinh I“ll.”“-.‘ n Lr' LLTIE |
wainls falistnion [T L (TS
libiartes  shnlil o S LT
Pt ation eomamating fram (M [ o
wducation) but sweh puiyg .lllur.p -ﬂ"-':'"r'ﬁ
e tanslated inta nuajo Hlu:-::.|:l
banginaes (Hausa, Yoruly A T tiur
rural librartes should be oquipped witk
electionic gadgets (filiys, televisbom m
videol whereby films contatning 1)
activitles.  performed by g frast
reglonal leaders  (Sir, Almadu Dollo
Chiel  Obafemi  Awolowo,  Noaml|
Arikwe, CIC) can be shiown (o sural
dwellers. This can give them sense ol
alirection i el ting the right candidates
to represent their interest in given
constituencies.

It is well known fact that most of the
committes chalrmen at National and
state House of Assemblies are people
with higher  gualifications who  are
university  graduates.  The  general
studies department or unit of various
institutions of higher learning should
include civic/ political education into
their curricular [(latuyi and Adebayo
2006) while libraries attached o them
should acquire current materials 1o
include those of political science,
politics INEC, voter/political education.
In university libraries where library ol
congress classification is being used,
schedules such as - political science,
public administration should contain

iwbov il ilioy oppre s 0oy ORged ke gaeeliiie @l
seepie, Mpplergirailiales i dh lwwip Tyepivy
il GST  dwrses  aughi  and  iha

fonlann it pmaierials @ ermtaltol sl
gipnlde  dher Bave  focus of Dudore

gl ie ol wrmkani o

[hwre ape Bhipes aeees ol g meil
fomadniive, beggialalive s judic by ) and
pruibil i atioonn et bing frienm Kb are
Callil wmecwiive,  leglslative aniid
(bl bary grabalicatiom ) There is e doaibi
Uit wee b oof thiese armms ol poversmment
howe  library  with  the  associated
il s (vaben, 2O0OY The legislative
lhraries are usually located ar heoused
within the State House of Assembly and
the Natlonal Assembly. The legislative
Whraries are expecied W collect o
Acquire  process,  store and  provide
docwments emanating lrom legislative
deluntes, proceedings and deliberations
(bl debares, constitutions, b ), These
libraries are expected to provide these
collections to  parllamentarians  or
legislators 1o enabile them consult and
have more ideas on how they are to
ensure  that  the  interest of  their
electoratesfthelr  constituencies  are
catered  for In the  dividends  of
democracy.

The National Library of Nigeria s
charged  with legal responsibility of
acquiring  published  materdals by
Nigerians wherever they live, To this
end, it s expected that the Natlonal
Ribliographic Centre collect and record
all the published materials including
those of political science, politics, e-
povernment, INEC and other related
collections. The soft copies of these
collections can  be made available

through internet or virtualfe-library.




of Libraries I the

General Roles Nigeria

d-_-rnn-:rlfri fos
riunities
:Eﬁculmy in the acce
and free education, have
place, safeguard Jgainst
working conditions .
Information Service - Librarics s
expected to  provide  informat
services such as drculation, reference.
user education, intermet “mi;:
bibliographic, referral services 0 0
generality of mankind in order to mee
their information needs (Kareem, 2014)
Public Enlightenment - Libraries need
to enlighten the public on the p"h"ﬂl
and social activities of the society and
government on the need to cultivate
reading culture. Public libranes should
be mandated to display list of political
parties, their manifestations, posters as
well as the candidates’ citations.

Adult Education - The public and rural
libraries should provide adult literary
class for adults in public and rural
libraries. This is to enahle them read
and write. For illiterates, the librarian
should teach them simple arithmetic
and English language in the areas of
writing numbers, 26 alphabetical
letters, spelling and identifying some
letters. Live cinema, film and video
show could be offered to all library
users on past and recent voting or
democratization processes in Nigeria.
Conflict Resolution - Libraries and
information services need to be
provided to reduce conflict if possible to
resolve conflict. It is believed that
conflict can arise due to “inadequate
information on the electoral process”

and to resolve the conflict, lawyers and

all
g5 knowledgE

a say in W9
slavery. fair

need adegquatle legal "";’""‘--u;f.

judges  2014).

':Kﬂrcfﬂ':trvltf‘ - Libraries can Creg,
'"“mt so that the NIEENan pop,, .
mttr‘::: connected 10 the entire
can

- ctivities that took . °
The le:;;rL :"cured by people ”'-r:::
rficnlt{ F'.gﬂpll.' can effective d'v'n:,
from jnternet Services if intern,,
: are created g
The MNational Library, =
JFﬂr example renders a o
cess 10 wt:e r,jng“ o
the web and on yp,
infnmiic:rerzl:i system Wwhereby :'{
VSAT E.‘Iﬂ make online bibliograph;.
users ton search; SCanning  3n.
informd documentls 15 another interng,
i offered (Amen, 2007)
E-mail: Electorales can stay in thei
doarstep with personal computers ang
send Inguires. (e-mail on d[-mu[r;-“:
rocess, election results, elc and receive
feedback In few minutes). Vides
conferencing can be organized 'i'_-'hereh}.
communicators can exchange views on
computers (Adegboye, 20 12)

H.gtrﬂ
effective 3t

5!-_|!"il'll:Es

Inhibiting Factors to the Provision of
Libraries and Information Service
Libraries can play vital roles in ensuring
true democracy in Nigeria though there
are inhibiting factors such as:-

L Inaccessibility to Information:-
Despite  emphasis laid on
information in the Z1* century,
rural dwellers and if some urban
dwellers lack easy access to
political information.

2. Inadequate ICT facilities and
Internet Services: Because of
erratic  power supply poor
network Services; capital
Intensive nature of |CT and
technical  know-how; most
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Nigerian libragjae igeri
can neither g tablj o s
respectively hav:h "emet nor
internet SEVices P
facilities arp ;
meet the inl’nrrnauun
users  (Ngozi, Obinai
Bethel, 2014), Py

demolished apg r,plac:aizl:ﬁai
church part. &  research
conducted by Saka  ang
Mohammed

(2009) showed that
some schoao] libraries in Minna

metropolis weara converted 1o
class/staff rooms simply because
the school run shortage of
classrooms; while the private
primary schools have neither
adequate libraries nor acquire
information resources due to the
un-awareness about the
collection development policy
(Bitagi, Saka and Umar, 2014).

With both the print and internet

facilities. Nigerian libraries are expected
10 provide information resources on
eivic and voter education, conflict
reselution,  public enlightenment
Programme; activities of Eovernment
Wwith fee access to all as these would
ensure full participatory democracy
thus given equal opportunity to
contribute towards true democracy in
Nigeria.

Recommendations

Based on the aforementioned roles of

libraries and inhibiting factors in the

provision of library and information
services, the paper suggests that:

L Public relations and advocacy.
Librarians  should establish
relationship with their parent
institutions by lobbying for fund
and for adequate library services.

2. Freedom of information bill be
fully approved and implemented
s0 that there should be full public
access to information.

3. There should be legislation on
public and school libraries so as
to commit government in the

areas of funding,
accommodartion, services,
staffing, etc.

4. There should be societal re-

orientation on the need for

infermation and libraries in the
current  democratic  culture
within Nigerian societies.

Conclusion
True democracy can be attained only if
Nigerian libraries are well equipped
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