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ABSTRACT. 5

hsequencés of environmental degradation particularly during the

s of ha_rnessin‘g resources has héightened in the recent past in both

o ane ﬂavumpmn RAARIFINK IR 1A e AT mhmmmmsm | " E,:g_. |
~ 4 I
search is centered around Suleja and this is due to the increase of _.H ..a!, I ‘
population as a result of it nearness to Abuja FCT. The target group "_' i
formal sector, which is an important group.that embraces all the.‘.‘ ' g :
outside the school system. This include farmers, Hunters, fish man,
d seller etc and the aim is to find out their level of environmentéi_ . ‘ *

ion and awareness, how these resource are harnessed and their o

-----

esult anaIySIS gather from the questionnaires admmlstered on each
it.is obvious that bad methods of harnessing these resources has

esource depletion. Over population, pbverty and ignorance are the

ajor problems with environmental conservation in the study‘area.’.' To = SR
d, a lot of recommendations are being-suggested in this paper oﬁ:the'
ues and strategies to be adopted in inculcating education/

ess to ensure a sustainable management and conservation of our s

mental resource in the study area. _ R,
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 - BACK GROUND :

3

Environment is the totaléurrounding encompassing everything both living and -
non living things within it. It has four major components i.e. Hydrosphere (water),

biosphere (plants and animal), atmosphere (air), lithosphere (land). .

Conservation is looking after the earth’s resources so that they caii continue to
. support life, in other words it is using the resources wisely or goad managcement -

of resources.

4

Biodiversity is variety of plants and animals or variety of natural life. -

Sustainable development is development without des’tructioh- The world
~commission on environment and ‘deveiopmenj (WCED) descnbed sustainable -
development as “the development that meets the need of present withoul

compromising the a»bll,lty of the future generation to meet their own need”.

~ Environmental Education is the education that brings about good management of
‘resources and protection of environment and make people to be ‘aware of what
threaten the well being of the environment and have the knowledge atutude .

commltment and will to prevent our future environment problem.

United nations conference (UN conf. 1977) regérdcd environmental eduéation as
a “permanent process in which individual ahd the community gain.awareness of
.their environment and acquire the knowledge, values, skills, experience and also
determination which will enable them to act individually and colléét_ively te solve

P 2 4 ” \
present and future environmental problems”

l | ' i




1.2 INTRODUCTION TO BASIC CONCEPT

The environment of man is a global concept which consist of natural ‘and man
e TEREHERRE AYRIRAR &1 8 EERT TR P AR RRIMEIRR R ﬂﬁ@ﬂﬂ fimpne:
(UN 1978).

Man interacts with his environment in order to satisfy his needs incldding food,
shelter and clothing’s. At the beginning, man’s activities were limited béy:_what the
environment could offer i.e. the environment was dictating what man can do.
Later the need arose from increasing population such that t‘)ushed man to

develop technologically enough to manipulate the environment to surt hlS need.
(’:onsequent!y the rate of man environment relatienship depended on man's

needs, mode of meeting the needs and perhaps the level of his technologrcai

“advancement (Goudle, 1989). . : S s

Just as the environment affects man’ s activities, man also affect his envrronment
to the negatlve because of his technological advancement The" envrronment of
man was very good when God created it. The reallty of our time is that we have
by our activities and mission individually and collectively contnbuted to our
envnronment negatively than in the posrtlve Th|s is because in the process of
man'’s consumptron of natural resources in his natural environment, a number o‘
» etress IS created which adversely affect the quality of the envrronment in which

he llves It is this type. of negatlve contrnbutlon that one referred to as

“Envrronmental problems (Ajibade 2000).

“Today across the breath and length of our great nation (Nigeria) we are faced
with stark realities of the errors of our past developmental activities and

indiscipline life styles” (Abacha 1997).

0
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Environmental education/awareness is a necessary ingredient for a- successful
impiementation of environmental policy. It was first coined in United T(ingdorn in

1666 and the first approach was the eonference on human envnronment and
development held in Stockholm Sweden in 1972. :

It was’ recommended during the conference that the secretary General, the
: orgenization of the United Nation system especially UNESCO _'and other
internatfonal agencies concerned should after consultation and agree_ment take
necgssary step to establish an international programme multidisciplinary in
approach in school and out of school, encompassing all level of education and
directed towards the genaral public in‘particular, citizens living in rural and urban
areas, youth and adult alike with a view of educatinc him as the simple steps he
might take within,his means to manage and control nis environment. .
In Nigeria, environmenta_l education was' first brought by the ministe*r\ of works
and. environment in 1977 from an inter-Governmental conference of 1977 in :
Thilish USSR. Through the visit of Duke of Edinburg and prince of Netherla‘n'dei‘in
1980’s to Hadei}ia/Nguru wet land conservation project at Nguru. ' Nigeria
conservation education unit was established in Borno state in 1987. A year later,

a national conference on conservation education strategy was organlzed by the

.

Nigerian conservation foundation (NCF).

The objective of the conference is to forrnulate national conservation "education
strategy as a follow u'p to an inter-governmental conference held in Tbilish USSR _
in 1977 The conference proposed a national pollcy on education |mplementatson
committee (NPEIC) that conservation educatlon should be mcluded in our

educational system and adopted national plan to promote a‘sust‘amable

—

-

development.

wJ
%




1.3 STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS

The role of public enlightenment/awareness in conservation of renewable natural -
PREEPICREE maiies e ENET BIOANARSAN. 1] (3 A wE RS & Wein gRuE aRiEeiaes g
our policy makers not to talk of other government functionaries do not know that
conservation of renewable resources amounts to management of human use of

the biosphere so that it may yield the greatest sustainable benefit'to present |
generatlon while mamtalnmg its potentlals to meet the needs and asplratlons of

future generation. v

In Suleja and envirans farmers th_rough ignorance continue to use fire as the only
tool to clear and prepare their farm lands, thereby destroying soil nutrients,

encouraging soil erosion and adding more carbon dioxide to the atmosphefe.
Hl_Jnters,decimate wildlife for short monetary gains, while fishermen-use poiscn
and explosives to catch fish, fuel wood sellers and Fulani herdsmen cut down
trees for sale and to feed their cattle respectively, unaware of the hav'oc they are
causmg to the environment. Large hectares of land are cleared lndlscnmmately in -

urban areas for development, while bad farming methods has led to: erosnon of

fertile land.

—

All these problems are difficult to curb with Because of lack of awareness and
.conservation education. There is the need for all of us to know. the exis}ence of
these. natural resources, their importance to us and generation yet'urban‘ and
every body should know how to manage these resources wisely while the policy
makers should be- made to know how to conserve the resources for‘su'stainable

development especially when planning for development. B

A lot of control measures have been suggested to these environmental problems,

majority of which are preventive in nature. This rests on the premise that

4




preventing an environmental problem from occurring is cheéper-thén what the |
government will be spending to relief victims year'ly. Good and appropriate as
these preventive measures are, it is clear that none of these measu;es can work

effectively without carrying the people concerned élong In other Wwords, the’

RARmE (AR e assie w7 e AEERINIR RRERANRAESE B TRIE ARliAnE N PRERE
to interaction with the environment. In addition they must also be informed of all

legislation guiding against the destruction of the environment.

Suleja is expanding fast due to it nearness to the Federal Capital Territory
(Abuja) which is just about 7km to Suleja. New buildings are springing up daily

leading to a lot of pressure, on land and its resouri:es hence the need for an

environmental conservation education and awarencss.

1.4 ° AIM AND'ORJECTIVES

'fhe aim of this study is to identify s_onﬂe of those who are directly involved in
h'arn‘essing the resources of the environment, these are people who by their
action or in action_affect the environment negativély or positively. This study will
focus on these individuals to find out whether the negative activities they carryout
is out of ignorance or lack of any environmental laws to check such activities.
Answeis to these questions will help in ﬁndlng solution by making
recommendation and suggestions on measures to be taken by the authonty .

The specific objectlves are: -
1.~ To find out the level of awareness of the target group on Envnronmental

Education. :
2. To find out how they source for these resources from the env‘i’onment ie.

- whether they follow lay down rules and regulations in the process of

"Sourcing for these resources. ' ; "




3. To ascertain and compare their present output and the past output and see
if there are differences. ' .

) \

4. -To .find out whether these resources are still wnthln their own environment

or they have to travel far to get them.

1. 5 STUDY AREA

5 ’I HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In 1804 when the fulanis invaded Zaria the Zazzau rulers under ‘Muhammadu
Makau the 6th fled to Zuba and later settyled at what is now known as -Suleja. The
Fulanis never defeated Abuja the title “Sarkin Zazzau” which was the orignal tittle
of Zazzau ruler was retained and is still the official title of Emirs of ~S.uleja to day.

In 1825 makau died in a battle in Lapai Emlrate and his brother Jatau nicknamed |

Abuja (i.e. Abu the red) took over the mantle of leadership.

, r Abuja led his peoble first to Gwari Babba (now lambata) where he was crowred
sarkin Zazzau where he left for lzom. In 1829 a new capital was built and named
Abuja after the king, the first hut b'u,ilt was named Zauren Zazzau. This artd other
relics still exists to day. Suleja is known internationally because of Dr. Ladi Kwali

pottery center which has won many prizes for the town.

When the new Federal Capital Territory was to be chosen for the countiy, greater
part of SuleJa Emirate was. excised for the new capital. This was due to its centrai
loc.atlon, excellent climate and geographical features. In February 1979 the
nart'\e Abuja was __conceded to the proposed Federal Capital Terrrtory and the

.town was renamed Suleja after the late Emir, Alhaji Suleman Barau. (Talib 1993)

1.5.2 PEOPLE ' |
The population of Suleja is essentially made of Gwari, Hausa; Gade, Koro,

Gwandara, Ganagana, Bassa and Fulani, other tribes of Nigeria ‘are however

o
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present in good numbers because of its exposure to trade from both the Norther:
\

and Southern States of Nigerian. The projected population figure of Suelja is

estimated to be 244, 454 in 2003_(NPC Minna) The nearness of Suleja town o .
' th'e Federal Capital Territory Abuja has attracted many people from other parts of

the Federation to the town. | |

1.5.3 CLIMATE ;

The climate of Suleja is characterized by dry season from November — April and! «

ra_inr season from April/lMay — Qctober. ~Sule?}a has a relative%:‘ high annual
rainfall of 1640mm concentrated into three months of July — August — September.

The usually cloudless season has high témperature with extreme maximum
occurring in February and March (38%). By contrast the raining season is coole:

e

, .
and more humid.

1.54 GEOLOGY
Located in the center of Nigeria, Suleja is a land of hills and huge-outcrdpping of
granite rocks, it is.land of rivers, gorges and streams, forest and-o'pen spaces . |
possess a varied énd delightful scenery, Suelja is 117 km East of Minna the
State Capital and is surrounded by the new Federal Capitai territoﬁ/'at a distance

of 5 — 10km to the East, West and South. -

1.5.5 VEGETATION

in the Nigeria vegetation Map, 'Suleja falls within the Southern guinea zone, it -
" consists of rather open savanna woodland with tall grasses and trees, Usually

with short boles and broad leaves. The vegetable is swept annually by fierce firc

in the dry season.” |




Most of the specie.s are closely related to high forest speeies, such species
include Lophira lanceolata very closely related to Lophira alata, :Ferminalia
glacuscens closely related to Terminlia ivorensic other typical species are
Danielia oliveria, Hymenocardla acida, vitex, donmana Afzelia afncana and

vitelaria paradoxyn All these species have thick bark capable of resisting fierce
grass fire and they posses remarkable powers of sending up fresh grbwth after

the fire have passed.

In low-lying gréund, such as ﬂoed plains, usually with heavy clay soils; the grass
is very tall and dense. On a belter-drained soils near the bank of streanws and
rives there are fofest similar in many respect to the forest of the drier low land
forest zone. Forest outlier are often known in Northern Nigeria as kurmi and are a
very characteristic of the Southern Guinea zone of which Suleja belongs.

N

1.5.6 JUSTIFICATION - R

Man alters the natural characteristic of his environment sometimes on a small
scale.bljt'often.on a very large scale. He may .clear a.small paich of bush, build a
nut or dig a small carnal to irrigate his vegetable garden, or he may build a large
city, drain swamps, irrigate arid zones, dam rivers and create large _;artificial
lakes. Many such‘.changes have proved beneficial to man but some aspecfs of

-

these changes have created new hazards.

Environmental components must be conserved and used sus’tainabfy for future

generations.. Environmental education and awareness is therefore”a key to a

sound envnonmental management and sustamable development -

Public environmental awareness is referred to as a synthesis of people’s
conception interpretation and perception on environmental issues which affects

~their behavior and the quality of responses and reaction to environmental

' i
- 8




problems (Chokor 1988). According to him its utility in shaping desirable
environmental management practices and effectin j control can therefor not be

overempha&zed

" The failure of some of our activities aré sometimes attributed in par, to lack of
public awareness. It is through people’s awarerless that all efforts tow‘ards‘
preventing damages to our environment can be effective. If people are aware of
the dangers in some of their actions, it will bring about a posmve change and
theleby prevent any future catastrophe that can arise from envnronmental
problems. Therefore, there is the need to re-awake and re—onented the individual

mental state of pércepllons to the environment.

1.5.7 SCOPE AND LIMITATION
This study will specially focus on the informal sector of the society living in Suleja
and environs. This group comprise mostly adult who in one way or the other

abuse the env:ronment the most. They include farmers, fishermen, hunters, rural
women (firewood sellers) cattle and sheep/goat rearers, timber dealers and saw

, miller'’s e.t.c.

A lot of people still exist who source for their livelihood within the.environiment
that will not be covered by this study, this is because the study is limited to the

above named groups so as to allow for effectlve coverage and data collatlon

9




CHATER TWO

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

21" INTRODUCTION

“The earth is sick, it is losing its air because of deforestation, producéd by fumes
and acid rains, its face has wrinkles due to desertification. The blood.that runs by
its veins is poisonéd by rivers and sea's pollution. Its 'fémperatg[e goes up

because of the “green house gases that pollute the air” (Monteagudo 1992).”

The above quotation is a representation of environmental problems (Oéunseitein,
1991) depict the state of our environment both globally and locally._ ;\t the global .
‘ level, our envuronment is ill and beset with problems which are essentially the
ptolel'éi of human activities of yesterday, to day and tomorrow The green gases
has contlnued to lncrease with a yearly emission of 6 billion tones, -threatening
climatic change and sea level rise. The depletion of ozone layer continue through
excessive emission of clorofluro-carbons (CFCS) and nitrogen oxides have been
poured into the air increasing the occurrence of acid rain. - _

If the gulf war spillage is excluded, over 10 million tones of.oi'ls- have been.
discﬁarged into the ocean. Also over 150 million tone of forest have been
deqtzayed Land lost through soil degradation were estimated at 70 miliion
hectares in which about 24 bl||IOI‘1 metnc tones of top sorl are lost yearly (Aina
1992). The Nigeria environmenl has been facing series of envnronmemal :
problems, which can be attributed to various factors. Prominent among such .
factors are, low level of awareness aboﬂf the consequences of our actions on the

environment, our poverty level, and the adoption of non-sustainable modes of

development.

10 ' .
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he resultant effects of all these problems range from climate changes, loss of
il fertility decrease in agricultural production general loss of biodiversity, spread
diseases leading to untimely deaths, scarcity of non-renewable resources to a

rious reduction in the peoples quality of life.

92). In recent times, grim pictures have been paintéd 2bout the state of the
rth's environment..The- message emerging from the global scené is for all
habitants of 'pvla'nets earth to be more conscious of the need to leave our
viropnment better than we met it. The medium through which the inhabitant{s of
e earths will get this message as observed by Fafunwa (1991) is environmehta‘l
ucation.

]

ginning from 1990 focus begin to shift to environmental knowledge, attitudc

vironmental knowledge and attitude of preservice teachers in Lagos Staté. In a
llow up study, Njweng (1992) appraised teachers and students knowledge and

titudes on environmental issues in some Lagos State Secondary Schools.

nvironmental education is carried out in the formal school system in various
untries all over the world. In Nigeria, it is incorporated into the sub_j_ect-—
itizenship education and there is a syllabus for this. The knowledge of

nvironmental education cuts across various subjects such as Biology,

tegrated science in the primary and junior secondary schools respectively arc

ught under the environmental education programme.

arth summit (1992), which says, “Education is essential to change the.

satriation ralatianehin hatwesn human beinga and the reat of nature” (Abrams, -

d environmental effects. Data sources also shifted from the public to the

ementé'wi‘thi,n the school system. (Noibi 1991) for instances‘survey'é_d'the :

emistry, Physics, Agricultural science e.t.c. While primary science and

ML) et M e
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The envnronmental conservation education and awareness co- cordlnatlng unit of
the Federal I\/ﬁmstry of Environment has among its functions to liaise with the '
State and Federal Ministry of Education for effective teaching of env:ronmental{

. education co-curricular in primary and saecondary schools in the country,

1

Tﬁé.Nigeria conservation foundation (NCF) under the auspices of World Wide
Fund (WWHF) has establlshed two environmental educatlon units in the college of‘
Education Ekiadolor Benin and the University of Calabar Also FUT Minna is
involved in the training of post Graduate Students in [_Envnronmental

Management. - ' ' ' ' N




CHAPTER THREE R

3.0 DATA AND COMPUTATIONAL TECHNIQUE | -
31 DATASET | !
This stldy will focus on existing publications, which include reports on
conferences journals, magazines and newspapers, text books pubncatron in
envrronmental education etc. |

Also, a sample survey using a simple random sampling technique .is to be
adopted in administering questionnairein the study area. This study will reach
out to.th,e_m either individually or in groups as the case may be. The target groups
are expected to tell us by tiemselves how their dJaily activities within their
environment whether positively or negatively, knowingly or Unknowing‘ly‘ affects
the environment. Tnis study will also find out how they have been able {9\ sustain
their activities up till date at the end of which their answers will guide us on the
type of suggestion and recommendation to put forward for implementation by the

appropriate authority.

395 WCOMPUTATIONAL TECHNIQUE A

This section will highlight the techniques to be adopted in the analysis of data.
The presentatlon of result will be in form of tables and graphs showing the
various groups of professronal covered in the study, number of questionnaires
collected by each groups and how many were answered and retur_ned. The
questionnaire will find out from the target groups individually or colleot_ively how
these resources are harnessed from the environment and a summary of how
these resources are harnessed will be presented in a tabular form. Also to be
hrghhghted in this section is to find out and compare the present quantlty and
quality of output from the present and past to see rf there are dn‘ferences and

h

why?




The questionnaire is to be distributed in a simple random samplihé tec'hm'que.

This is to allow a fair representation of the study ai 2 2.

3.1.2 TARGET GROUP : & e -

: &
The informal sector is the largest and the most important group that embraces all
.the people who in one way or the other abuse the environment the most. They
are the one who are not in the schoc! ‘system, they are the main focus @ this
study They constitute a very large percentage of the population that can not be

reached through the school system.

A. questionnaire iz Baing Aremarsn e Mmis THERRER RS R EERD BT
understanding will be known. The informal approach for teaching environmental

education is an approach that is capable. of reachmg more peop1e it is. very

useful and important in pruIanzmg environmental education.

~ Below is the list of the targeted greups who in one-way or the_othe? affect the

environment positively or negatively: - - '

: ‘(‘a) : _Farmers: - who burn bushes and cut down trees indiscriminately.

(b)  Hunters: - Who Kill animals especially endangered species for eale o; for
. food and by se doing some species are almost extinct. !

(c) = Fishermen: - Who caltch fishes any how and sometimes pour cherﬁieals
into the rivers. ' . e E

(d) Firewood Sellers: - Who =stroy large areas of forest in search of fuel
wood to sell. | =

(e) Fulani Herds men: - Who take their animals to various areas Tor feeding '

and cause over grazing. |
(f) Timber Contractors: - Who cut dewn large trees in the forest and destioy

younger ones in the process.

b




CHAPTER FOUR -

4.0 ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

41 - INTRODUCTION

O TRiR ehenter ie devated e the analysis and discussion of results from the

questionnaires returned from the field. The summary of responses. from various

groups is presented graphically.
42 HUNTERS

They are responéib!e for the indiscriminate killing of wildlifg especially
ehdangered species, which has contributed greatly to their extinction in the study

., area.

Twenty-five qtnestipnnaireé were admihistered and' twenty'-two or 88% were
cc;mpleted and returned, 60% of the returned questionnaires ué,es den gun, bow
and arrow in harneséing these resources while 28% use traps. They catch both
the young, and pregnant ones, which has led to their being exfai‘n-c’r in the study

area.

As a result of these unsustainable methods of resource harnessing, most of them
now travel far on hunting expedition during the dry season when férming is al its

lowest. , ' | > B




Fig_ TR Summary of results

A
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- Some of the methods being used by this group in harnessing fish rgésoufces in
the s{udy area include Hooks, nets and chemicals. The use of chem-icals in water
is the crudest way of harnessing these resources, apart from killing all aguatic

lives the poisoned water ‘can also affect both hu.rr.]an and animal lives down

t stream,: . ik ' - | &
Twehty-ﬁve questionnaires were administered, and twenty or 80% returned for
analysis. Five or 20% of this group uses chemicals while the remaining 60% or

15 fishermen uses fishing nets and hooks of all sizes.

-
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Fig 2: Summary of results
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44 FIREWOOD SELLERS

This group destroys the forest thé'mestfas.all types and sizes of trees and shruis
are cut down in large volume for sales. This is the group that has an increase
output now than the past. The rise in population has a corresponding increase in
the demand for ‘r" rewood as a source of energy. This group harnesses these

resources from far and near government forest reser /s where the vegetatnon is

_ still l'ICh with trees.

A total of 25 questionnaires Were administered on this group and 18 or 72% were
returned. About 25 women or 60% and 3 men or 12% were involved and they all

recognized the fact that there is high demand for their products.
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Fig3: *  Summary of results
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45 HERDSMEN

The 'Fulani’s are more associated with cattle rearing in Nigeria than any other

tribe, but today the Gwari’s and Hausa farmers also combine fafrrﬂng with cattle,

4 ‘ﬁ«‘

sheep and goats rearing. ' e g

Twe‘nty-five questionnaires were distributed to this group and 21 or 84% were
returned for analysis. The Fulani's numbered 16 or 64% of the total returned

' while the remaining 5 or 20% were Gwari and Hausa farmers.

The Gwari and Hausa farmers use their farm producfs to supplement the feeding
of their animals in their immediate environment while the Fulani’s migrate during

the dry season to anywhere that could gffer their animal a place to graze. -
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46 FARMERS
These are small scale farmers who in the process of clearing the Ia'n;d cut down
trees,-dear the vegetation, and set fire on it. During this process or;[y econemic
tregtg such as sheanuf butter and law cust been are spared because of their
economic value to the farmers. Twenty five questionnéire were administered and
nineteen or 76% rétumed,. the men confirmed that due to the depletibn of the soil
becaﬁsé of over cultivation the output of fheir” production has reduced. -

-

conéiderably over the years. »
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4.7  TIMBER DEALERS ool ' gl

Bad explontatlon methods led to a lot of destruction of the forest and its systems,
young trees, V'ants and animal are killed or displaced dunng explelfatlon The
forest loses it cover. when large trees are felled and this exposes the forest floor

to direct suniight and raindrops, which could lead to run off and erosion.

Twenty-five questionnaire were administered on this group and 17 or 68%
returned for analysis. Timber dealers in Suleja now travel out of the area to
neigiibouring local governments like Gurara, Lapai, Tafa and FGT Abuja to

ahtain thare reaaurass far their apwmilla and Tirkher aheda P

The demand for timber products is in the increase ih the study area and this is

due to the influx of people and development in and around Abuja F.C.T.

Apart from the'c*lesttruction of forest and its resouices, one major en”\iironmental
problem created by timber dealers is the burning of sawdust in the sawmllls and
timber sheds. The smoke that come from the burning of these sawdust is addmg
Vcarbondnoxnde to the atmosphere and can lead to climate change and global "

warming. These sawdust can be 'utilized in making particle board instead of

wasting it through burning.
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CHAPTER FIVE e

RECOMMENDA T1ON AND CONCLUSION
RECOMMENDATION

Various researchers have designed series of public awareness programmes on

environmental issues and some of these have been implemented in. parts of
Nigimrim: Yot neat many penisle tenrd 1 ls awais om ™ Ak, Hile iR e e 8 e
brief nature of their implementation e.g. people were only responding positively to

the call to plant trees during the short period of the programme when the

Govemment discontinued the campaign due to faulty implementation.

Below are some ‘of the positive technlques useful in creatlng envnronmental

awareness among the target group.

STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Leglslatlon
draining prograrn'mes
Drama

Discussions s

~Jingles B e

Visual display (posters)
Community for public campaign

LEGISLATION: — Laws are the bedrock of all environmental contro!
measures for when there are no laws, nobody can be appreheﬁded for an

offance. The laws must be clear, gazetted and known to the public, they

“should be simplified, interpreted in. various languages and make them

reach the people. Such laws must spelt out the rights of individuals and the
limits to which the environment can be exploited, somefimes, awareness is

not created until some people are punished and used as examples.

20 - i




(c)

TRAINING: — Local, state aﬂd Federal government officers, tradltloml

tulers rural and urban dwellers can be brought together and trained in

" workshops, symposium and public lectures on the need to respect and .

- conserve the environment. Those who are to train the people must be well

knowledgeable in their area of cciicern and vpractice what they have taught

‘the vnllagess in oxder to show the seriousness altached to the campalgmnq

e.g. not buymg bush ‘meat or firewood from the vnllagers after the training

pregramme. e
DRAMA: - Drama is one of the effective tools of moblhzm‘g people.

| Arrangement can be made to reach the home video artists with a view to -

encouraging them to put into consideration plays that will focus on the use

-~ and abuse of the environment. Also theater groups can be hired for stage
plays on prominent environmenta! problems in specific areas in.their local

- dialects. Such plays can even be sponsored on the electronic media. -

DISCUSSIONS - Environmentalist, !lawmakers and law enforcemen*

agents can discuss topical environmental issues on radio and teleVISIon in

different languages. It can also take the form of community when

traditional leaders whom people respect are saddled with the reéponsibiiiiy »

~of arranginé for discussion with the people.

JUNGLES: - Stimulating programmes on radio and television such as

News. Drama etc can be made to have environmental jingles .at intervais

where songs can be composed to review how generous and- friendly our

environment is to man. Such should be clear and short encugh to inform,

.educate ancj bring about attitudinal changes in the use of the environment.

_P’ublic unit vehicles with public address system can aisc be used form one -

commumty to the other.

VISUAL DISPLAY: - This is a good technique according- to~page and
Thomas (1977) of imparting kncwiedge. Insiructive and advisory public
awareness cép’tions can be written, face caps, vests etc to remind and

inform the public of the illegality of abusing the environment. Pictures can

22
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also be use:d to show various problems arising from improper use of the
environment é.g. using a sketch or photographs of flooded houses, dried

~--sfream, deforested iand etc.

With the caption "you can prevent these, don't dump refuse in gutters and

rivers” other captions can ordinarily be written ¢ 5 follows:

“The law forbids reckless and indiscriminate exploitation of tie
environment, avoid any rush with the law” “keep your surrounding green, it

“checks erosion”

&

fg) ©ommunity for a Public Campalgn: Though this is ﬁnéncially ihvolving
for sustenance, jt is one of the good ways of committing tﬁe puB{_ic to fight
‘the course ‘of environmental protection. It can be established ..at community
level when édme of the tools required for use will be provided. ;fhey will be
ch.érged with the responsibility of educating the people, monitoring tha
occurrence - of environmenta! hazards, assisting those faced with the
‘problems. Such clubs should be funded at the 'beginning and later become
self-financing. The federal and state environmental protection ~agencies
- can establish “environmental safety corps” this will have steff of the agencv
as regular marshals, interested public members as spec'ia! marshal and
students as cadets. They should be charged with the followiny

responsibilities among others:

a) Enforce environmental regu!ation
Apprehend offenders

(

()

(c) Punish offenders - =
(d)  Monitor and source for causes of environmental problems ‘

(

‘e)' Education and awareness aiong the people on the use of the

environment.

S
[




e charge with the responsibility of creating public awareness.

RV

5.3 'CONCLUSION

~ Dealing with environmental problems is no doubt an uneasv task, ‘because il

Fht

requires tough and beld decision on the part of tha gevernmant. Grnasnueniiv, -

established agencies should be supported. Creating public awareness should
however not be left to Niger State Environmental Agency (NIS'EPA) a lone,

attempt should be made | create separate departments in individual ministry

Environmenta! awareness should be a continuous activity until it become an

accepted” and normal part of human behaviour towards the environmeni i

thaiafare  Ranmmes ralavant tn mRRitsr tHe  imelsmeaisiing  of “thaan  Aoklin

~awareness techniques constantly in order to determine their continuity or change.

~ While this act of creating awareness on environmental issues among the people

~continues, attempt should also be made to achieve a sizabic population through

population control measures, good leadership and sound econemic policies

which will assist in implementation of the environmental control measures.

Finally, the govern'ment must address the issue of poverty in the society serious!y‘

t’hrodgh the poverty alleviation programme in the study area.

The fishermen should be encourage to embark on fish farming, f_he firewood

: selleréh,'and farmers should be provide‘d with tree seedlings by the government {o

~ re-afforest deforestéd areas. In the case of the herdsmen, government shculd
- create grazing reserves with dam to encourage the Fulani herdsmen to setlie

~ permanently with their cattle. While Game reserves must be properly prolecied

against poachers and the saw millers should fe encourage to establich

i plantations of 'thei_r own using fast growing specics and at the saxﬁé time use

i ~ modern machines that can convert pole size logs into planks. b
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e et ~SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO QlBTIONNAIRE.

/NO HUNTERS | FISHERMEN | FIREWOOD} EARDSMEN FARMERS | TIMBER
- ; LGS SELLERS sl DEALERFS
Number of questionnaires |25 25 L R 25 o5 _
collected ' ,
2 Number of questionnaires | 22 20 18 19 17
- | completed and returned : / - g % v, T
3. Methods adopted in Poison, - | Hook, net and | Power saw ‘Axe & matchet | Fire, axe
harnessed the resources | gun, bow & | poison andaxe Bt S
: __larrow - ‘ i chet
4 Past out put of recourses | More More Less ess Less Less
harnessed _
5 Present output of Less 'Less - | More Less ILess Less
. "l resources harnessed 3 ; . 3 |
6 Place of harnessing i.e. far | Far & Far & within | Far Far & within - Within | Far
or with in your environment | within a3 £ " R
Sizes of resources being . | All sizes All sizes All sizes  All sizes 'Woody | Merchantabl
harnessed vegetation | e
Do you destroy young Yes Yes Yes Yes | Yes Yes
ones in the process ‘ | !
Do you cut down trees for . Yes
your animals to feed on? o= 1
10 Do you stay here Permanent | Permanent Permanent Permanent and | Permanernt Temporary
. permanently or temporary | Temporary » '
11 |Doyouenhgage inany ., Yes ., i- |Yes No | No & Yes No T T NG
: other work apart from'this | N | AU 3 _ :
one ' e '
12 " If ves why? It cannot | It cannot ltcannot & cannof Ttcannot | K cannot
e ~ sustain me | sustainme ~ | sustain me swctﬂm me |

sustain me | sustain me




NEBRTIRE EXVIRRYNRTA RMBATIRIHSAL

- QUESTIONNAIRE.

(1). What is your profession?
(a) Farmer (b) fisher man  (c) hunter (d) fire wood seller
(e) timber contractor  (f) Fulani herdsmen. |

: (2).l How old are you?

i

(3). For how long have you been in this profession?

(4). What are the implement you use in harnessing the resources?

a) Farmer: I. Hoe il cutlass iii machine iv
others. _ =
b. Fishermen: . Net i hook iii poison Iv others. -

c. Hunters: . Gun . Trap lii. Bow & arrow 'iv fire  v. Cutlass
iv. Others )

e. Timber contractor i. Power saw 1. I-’-Iénd saw iii. Others ey
f. Fulani herdsmen i. Axe . Cutlass iii. Others

5. What sizes of these resources do you harness?

a. All sizes b. Matured sizes  c. others

6. In the process, of harnessing these resources do you destroy
young ones? YES  orNO

7. If YES or NO what is the method you use in destroylng or
'protectlng the young ones. | £
Explain___ . : -

8. Can you compare your present quality of harnessnng with the past
? which.is more = present . or past
*9. Can you explain why? )
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