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sources more than other sources. Knowledge may not be acquired by naturalistic trial and error, but
through direct revelation through conversation with the creator, spirits or ancestors.

Knowledge acquisition could be viewed that knowledge already exists and that there is a desire to capture
that knowledge because of benefits for the acquirer, for instance a company might want to capture the
knowledge of another firm by acquiring the firm, hiring employees from that firm, reverse engineering
one of their products because it is perceived that there is important knowledge to be acquired. According
to Umah and Amah (2013) knowledge acquisition means the development or creation of skills, insight
and relationships. Effective knowledge acquisition depends on user relationship management. Information
technology can be used in the context both as a means of collecting feedback and enhancing
communication and cooperation between partners. It is also used to gather data and information regarding
discussion of new discoveries, patronage of customers and so on, which can be used to create new
knowledge in organization.

Frost (2014) maintained that Knowledge acquisition can be said to be data and information which can be
processed and used to create knowledge. For instance, data on new herbs, it's name and functions, then
how to people use it and the positive results could be analyzed to create knowledge that could improve the
use and practices. He further stated that knowledge acquisition can also include data and information
which can be processed and used as building blocks for new knowledge creation. This implies that in
order to satisfy needs of users and to be properly sound it is high time for traditional herbal medical
practitioners to decide new method of knowledge acquisition in addition to the existing ones.

The Importance of Preservation of Traditional Medicine

Preservation of traditional herbal medicine is very necessary because of its usefulness and sustainable
development in the country, aims to recognize, respect, protect and promote the practices and expressions
of traditional medicine in all specialists, the purpose of this law is noted for promoting the use of
traditional medicines based on derivations of plants, animals and minerals or any combination thereof,
items of quality, safety, accessibility and accountability (Busari, 2011). The traditional role of the library
is to preserve knowledge from all facets of human endeavors. The library acquires various types of
records of information that emanate as a result of various interactions in social, economic, educational,
cultural and political sources and also preserve the records that are already in existence. Going through
this assertion, it can be deduced that the record of information by the indigenous traditional herbal
medical practitioners, be it book or non-book materials, can be given to the libraries for proper
preservation. Thus, this can be referred to by the students, and researchers can make reference to them
and pass them from generation to generation. Therefore, knowledge acquired would be transferred easily

without a waste.

Preservation of herbal resources, protecting the planet’s natural resources is essential for the long- term
future of Chinese medicine. In ancient times, wild plants were widely used in Chinese medicine, and
many herbs were primarily collected from wild sources. According to the World Health Organization
(WHO) “as many as 80% of the world’s population depends on traditional medicine for their primary
health care needs” (Fagbola, 2013). Traditional herbal medicine is the sum total of all knowledge and
practices, whether explicable or not, used in diagnosis, prevention and elimination of physical, mental or
social imbalance and relying exclusively on practical experience and observations handed down from
generation to generation, whether verbally or in writing, (Chavunduka, 2017).

Records from information resources could easily be lost in case of disasters such as man-made and natural
disaster; for example: fire, flood, war, mutilation, theft, insects, rodents attack and micro-organisms as
well as deteriorate as a biological organism there by losing the information they contain. As a result of
this, preservation programme is put in place to protect information resources. According to Joan (2010)
Concise Dictionary of Library and Information Science, “preservation” means preservation or being
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consequences of if local knowledge is not considered-adequately. In this wise, one can deduct that
integration of indigenous with foreign knowledge is what is needed for the success of a project.

Knowledge transfer in the past referred to commercialization, but the new term is knowledge transfer and
know-how in the arts, education, humanities and the like. The ultimate goal of knowledge transfer is to
implement impacts on organisations knowledge and aspects so as to generate strategic innovations. Apart
from seminars and public enlightenment. Knowledge transfer is a very broad range of activities, including
research work, collaborative research, consultancy services, facilities and testing, continuous professional
development; training, work force development, social, cultural, and testing, community engagement
(Hong Keng Baptist University, 2015).

Knowledge transfer and knowledge sharing are applied and used interchangeably to mean the same (John,

2008). In view of the foregoing, it is very clear that knowledge transfer is very important in all disciplines |
as stated above, including on the culture which is related to research on new discoveries and association

of community need to be carried out by traditional herbal medical practitioners as part of modernisation.

Tbrahim ef al, (2016) studied medicinal plants and the perception of plant endangerment by the traditional
herbal medical practitioners of Nasarawa State, Nigeria. A pilot study was conducted to document the
medicine plants used by traditional herbal medical practitioners (TMPS) and those they perceived to be
scarce or endangered in Nasarawa State, Nigeria. Sixty traditional herbal medical practitioners were
interviewed orally with the use of structured questionnaire. A total number of 120 medicinal plants
species were identified from the 150 specimen surveyed for treatments of various ailments. Forty eight
percent (48%) of the respondent did not agree that wild collection of medicinal plants without
replacement can increase extinction risk of such plants of the medicinal plants mention by the traditional
herbal medical practitioners to be scarce. Only 23 were identified taxonomically and 75% of them are
trees, while 3% are herbs the study reveals the urgent need for raising of awareness level of the traditional
herbal medical practitioners on plant endangerment, training on good collection practice, sustainable
collection, and as well as sensitisation on sustainable biodiversity conservation practice.

The study revealed that the growing role of traditional medicine practice in the health care delivery
system of most countries of the world cannot be over emphasized. Needless to say, more than 90% of the
remedies used by the practitioners of traditional herbal medicine are medicinal plants based. The growing
demand for these plants for medicinal use and the subsequent unsustainable harvesting, livestock
browsing and infrastructural development has led to endangerment of some of the species. The
findingsare also useful to this paper since they deal with the role of the traditional medicine in the

healthcare delivering system.

Investigation carried by Lemu (2013) on documentation and access to information on Hausa Indigenous
Knowledge Practices in States of Northern Nigeria. He adopted survey research method to collect the data
use in analyzing the problem investigated. Questionnaire, Interview and documentary analysis were used
for data collection. The population of the study comprised traditional herbal medical practitioners who
generated information on Hausa Traditional Knowledge in medical practices documentation agencies,
research institutes and departments or units or University teaching or researching on aspects of the subject

in any State of Northern Nigeria.

The study discovered that the major type of knowledge generated by Hausa Indigenous Medical
Practitioners was knowledge on medicinal plants and herbs were recorded in response of 41 (14.2%)
respondents. He also found that Hausa Indigenous Medical Practitioners categories the knowledge they
generated by name of plants as recorded in responses of 72 (25.0%) respondents. He establish that the
agency vested by law with responsibility for documentation of information on Hausa Indigenous
Knowledge in Medical Practices Nigeria was the Nigerian Natural Medicine Development Agency
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combating the corona virus (COVID-19) pan

; i ith the responsibilities of storing, managing and transferring information
ngl:tal!;m tll:ess: ﬁle?i(:a ‘;;:h easy ret:ilc,eval by users who are the _traditional herbal me('iical practitionters,
The medical science libraries serve as informat19n resources, services, c?lqsses 5md tutonal.s to the medica]
practitioners. They provide the following services to their ch§nts; digital library services, books and
videos. Medical libraries can help their clients to search' for Fhe1r latest and greatqst 11teratu-re (Ibegwan,
2013). Other services provided by the medical science libraries are: document delivery, onl'me st.anda;-rd,
remote access to electronic journals, alerting services such as table of contents alf:rts: medical, librarieg
feed or customized search updates under the Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI) and provide

training in online searching skills or critical appraisal techniques.

: The Corona Virus Pandemic :
| The corona virus pandemic disease 2019 is an infection caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome

corona virus 2 (SARS-COV-2). It was first identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, Hubei, China and
resulted an ongoing pandemic across the world. The first confirmed case has been traced back to 17t
November 2019 in Hubei. As of 25® July 2020, more than 15.7 million cases have been recorded across
188Countries and territories, resulting in over 639,000 casualities (deaths). However, over 9.05 million
persons have recovered (Wikipedia, 2020). The symptoms include, fever, cough, fatigue, shortness of
breath, loss of smell of taste, sometimes no symptoms at all. Complication that can arise from corona
virus are: Pneumonia, viral sepsis, acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), Kidney failure, cytokine
release syndrome (CRS).

diagnosis are RT-PCR testing and CT scan. The prevention methods include constant hand-washing, face
(nose and mouth) coverings, quarantine, and distancing. Treatment of infected person is symptomatic and
supportive. Such treatment is management in nature; which involves treatment of Symptoms, supportive
care, isolation and experimental measures. The World Heath Organisation (WHO) declared the COVID-
19 outbrgak a “public health emergency of international concern” (PHEIC) on 30* January 2020 and a
“paqdmc” on 1.1ﬂl March 2020. Local transmission of the disease has occurred in most countries across
all six WHO regions of the six WHO regions of the world (WHO,2020).

produced by an infected person (whether s i i i i ingi
| ymptomatic or not) coughing, sneezing, talking or singing.
féegcéc the WHO recommends Imetre (about 3 feet), while the United State Control and preventiogn
) recommends 2metres (about 6 feet) social distancing (WHO, 2020),

Effort of Traditional Herbal Medical Practitioners towards combating Covid-19 Scourge.

(THMPs) Z: 1?::: ;;i:;ftno'd ﬂirecstﬂl being made) by the Traditional Herba] Medical Practitioners
® COVID-19 pandemic, by preparing herbal medicuys, to combat the
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disease. It can be recalled that a form of herbal medicine was prepared by a medical practitioners based in
Madagascar. The medicine was widely reported to helping a lot in combating the COVID-19 symptoms.
Samples of the medicine were imported into Nigeria and reports, after several weeks of testing COVID-
19 effectively has not been established.

Moreover, in Nigeria, several traditional herbal medical practitioners (THMPs) have claimed that they
could find Local medications to treat and cure the disease. Hence in may 2020 a set of 19 local herbal
samples submitted by the THMPs were received by the National Agency for Food and Drugs
Administration and Control (NAFDAC. Out of this number, three were sampled and reserved for medical
analysis. It was not reported yet the efficacy of three samples (National primary Health Care
Development Agency, 2020).
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The role of Traditional Herbal Medical Practitioners (THMPs) in forming partnership with the orthodox

medical practitioners cannot be dismissed with a wave of the hand. This is because as reported by the UN, 3
UNESCO and WHO, there should be partnership between the orthodox medical practitioners and the 3
traditional herbal medical practitioners because of the value of natural ingredients in herbs. According to :

these international organisation, while the orthodox medicines mostly have some side effects, the natural
herbs do rarely have any, and this is a major merit of herbal medicines over orthodox ones.

The procedure prescribed by the WHO entails subjecting the new herbal medicine into laboratory
analysis, with a view to determined its efficacy/potency, ingredient, preparation, dose, side effects, and
contra indication etcetera. Virtually all THMPs do make use of tree barks, leaves, fruits, seeds, roots,
honey and some other natural items in their preparations Some of them have begun preparation of these
local medicines in forms of tablets, syrup, capsules, and caplets. They also state on the covers the basic
information such as the production date, expiry date, dosage (for children and adults), exemption of
pregnant/lactating women (where necessary), etcetera, (Oluwole, 2020). 4

In view of all the above, the governments all over the world should allow the THMPs contribute their
own quota to the COVID-19 pandemic solution. This will definitely pave way for a faster and efficient
Corona-Virus free citizens all over the world.

paper has examined the definition and important of traditional herbal medicine over the globe. It also
examined several empirical studies pertaining to traditional medicine emphasizing is troubling the entire
world; but the role of traditional herbal medical practitioners (THMPs) in assisting to combat it cannot be
over-emphasised. £l

ecommendations

Invwwafﬂns,a is recommended that: e
1. The health agencies such as WHO should partner with the THMPs in finding solution the |

pandemic;

it of each country should set aside a sum of money for the THMPs for

allow members of the T ‘
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