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vestigated publishing, copyright and ethical practices as irgﬂugrzcing
research productivity of academic librarians in a changing society. 4

Y can aptly be described as the pandemic ravaged epoc.*h; the
ution age, the age of digital revolution and age that unveils new

n. The connecting nexus among publishing, C‘Op_l-’.r‘lght, ethical
earch productivity of academic librarians was z’dem-gﬁed.. Federa{
: logy, Minna and Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lap{n
e study. Total enumeration was used to cap.ture all the academ{c

universities. Twenty-seven (27) and S"zxteen ({6) academic
im Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai respectively. Two (2)
asked and answered which included: 1.' To \r.t'haf extent do
search productivity of academic librarzat?s in the selef‘t?d
level do ethical practices influence the resea{*ch productivity
the selected universities? The research design used for the
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Publishing, copyright and ethical practices as influencing factors on ...

original owners of the works into problem of litigation. In other vyo‘rds,' the academic
| librarians would be willing to increase the tempo of their progluctwlty in the forrq of
, research if the other intervening variables of copyright protection and practical ethical
| practices are put in place fully. R : :
The academic librarians of Federal University of Technology Minna, and Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida University Lapai, Niger State were selected for the study. By
nature of their appointment they are academic staff who are expected to publish for
their career progression to be guaranteed. The two universities in Niger State were as
well selected since they are the highest level of intellectualism and any results that
would be obtained in the two institutions is believed to be superb.
Finally, it has not been established that a research that combines all these variables:

publishing, ethical practices and research productivity of academic librarians have been
carried out in the two institutions. Hence, the ju

importantly, we are in a changing society that has

, publishing can be carried out in any
format, through any media and passed across to others in remote distance. One aspect

of the changing age is that conferences and other meetings could be held online
without physical interaction. An individual in Nigeria ¢
remotely using digital technology. All correspond
and utilised electronically. The experience of the pandemic (Covid-19) has added
another dimension to it; members of the faculty could stay in their comfort zones and
publish. During the lockdown occasioned by Covid-19 which cut across the globe,
) i online conferences through zoom, certificates of paper
re equally received. Since we are

ences could be sent, stored, accessed

ademic librarians in institutions of highe
in terms of research productivi
indicators that are noy

Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




enerated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner




Generated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




enerated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




ght and ethical practices as influencing fuctors on ...

ponsibility. The findings however, did not agree with the findings of Teran

.

(ZGHM Targino (2011) who opined that pressure to publish a large number of
articles in high impact journal are indicators for research productivity and quality.

From the data presented in the study the following summary of findings are visible.
1. Copyright protection positively influenced the rescarch productivity of
academic librarians to a great extent
2. Ethical use of information resources influenced the research productivity of
- academic librarians to a great level.
3. There is a significant composite influence of publishing, copyright and ethical
practices on the research productivity of academic librarians in the universities
selected for the study.

Conclusion and Recommendations .

It is concluded from the study that copyright protection influences the research
productivity of academic librarians to a great extent in the two universities and when
information bearing materials are used ethically, the propensity to produce more
copyrighted work increases among the academic staff including librarians.

The following recommendations are made from the findings of the study.

1. Copyright laws and regulations should be strictly adopted and enforced on all
copyrighted materials especially academic publications.

2. It is mandatory for the regulatory body to emphasise, scrutinise and ensure that
ethical use of information resources becomes the norm in all higher institutions
of learning in Nigeria.

3. The university authorities should give academic librarians all forms of
encouragement to publish in different available formats and media that are

- accessible in a digitally connected and changing age.
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