£ OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS BY ACADEMIC
USs

FF OF FEDERAL UNIVERSITIES IN NORTH
M CENTRAL NIGERIA

Abubakar Aliyu ANGO, CLN
University Library
[brahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, Niger State, Ni geria,
aaaliyu@ibbu.edu.ng; 08050785372

Gideon Adesina BABALOLA, Ph.D
Department of Library and Information Technology,
Federal University of Technology, Minna, Niger State, Nigeria.
g.babalola@futminna.edu.ng; 08034370219

Rabi Shehu AHMED, CLN
University Library,
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, Niger State, Nigeria.
rabiat2003 @yahoo.com; 0703784023 |

Nlernet _
Procure “5, managemen; of the universities should install and improve their Internet services,
fectiveg Provide adequate 10T Jacilities that would

Academic Sepr 1y

1gital Competence, Use of Open Access Journals, North
gerian Federa] finive

rsities.

o5

Generated Py CLamoscanner



x ic Stajf of rederal Universitiey j), North ¢, ‘
rnals by Academic entral Ny
Access Jou "geriy
Use of Open

Introduction in information and communication
ment 1n 1N
The advance

[ ice has brought about immense OPportunity ¢ |
5\ particularly the we b.t :le?::;unication means (Swan & Brown, 2005)?/ MOOS?C .
journals thmugl.l .dlgl : access. "Open Access" is a simple term us Oft 5,
journals are facilitated via open e d to denyi
work of art which is accessible to a.ny user an :':1 . s CO.S CIiective rate, o the yy {
Suber (2012) describes open access literature as c%lgltal, online, cost-free, ang freg Ofaeh.
( ' of limitations. The copyright owner is given the liberty to Carryout Computatjgy, func i
that the author-allows the user for free reading, downloading, Coping, printizm
distributing, searching, linking to the complete content of the article, scrol] jt {0 ingey ag
well as for lawful purposes, (Kwan, 2003; Suber, 2012). ould he OI;e;
aceess educational archives, which Christian (2008) desc

tCChnolo :

Such open accesg c

tibes as digita] Iepository of f
?‘ scholarly outcome produced by scholars, students, and researchers of an institutiop the
: are openly available to both ysers inside and outside the organization; or open acge
Journals, which is the focys of this work.
' . Open access journals are educational literatyre that are accessible on the Interes
€ users
P f‘t a very less exorbitant cost and shunning 5| technical barriers with elements
orBgement, and some reqyire Payment on behalf
Suber (2006 - of the author (Suber 2006)
Suber (2006) also addeq that Supplemental joyrmg '
information centre o BB - § are sponsored by either governmen
purpose g;i used to sponsor Tesearchers esearch grants Specially set aside for the
t PR Aceess journalg gy,
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plishing has enhanced access :
i r and cheaper rate. Moll .\ :0 a myriad of information so ;
gasié : A .1 g oller (2006) argued that the m sources worldwide at a faster,
~ome ol ene « el s Move R n
s an outc 1bling environment created by [(X?m:nt of open access intiatives
ccessing  jour ; ‘Ts has drastically changed the
Jjournals in the printed format and Shysical

" access
1ent has sugoes
: ggested open access scholarly publishing as a new

journg
Journals and content free for access, with no

a
frustratil

subscriptions. This developn
way to provide wider distribution of scholar]
) Y/

e pyl'igl‘t restrictions to the end users
"Use" as a concept has to i
do with the degree of importance yo d eth
u accord to something

here an item or obj .
and wh_e A object has.no Importance it cannot b
SOIﬂ;thl;lg is (1 glteat }:falflvance it is likely to be highly utii'puc: t(oous(ei. .
16). he rate at which ope < 1Z¢€ edum .
.20 II) ctual content has attr. pen access journals are circulating an(il d’ f2 s Anig(),
intelle acted the attention of numerous researchers i kN
rchers in recent times.

g conditions of

gtatement of the Problem
The emergence of ICT :
and the growing popularity of open access journals have

jonited many academic staff to use th . :

niids. For academic staff to write tlel:eri?e;jel;lerzrgl S:E?gezhet: ever inf:reas'mg infom-lation
accurate, and rele'vant scholarly knowledge. Furtherm()re’ th:yr requlrtelz access to tlelely,

by these academic staff usually form a relevant result,for Oes;arc articles ?ubl1shed
rigorous work of writing and publishing in hard copies tirge itactziss archives. The
resources and the total cost of production is now reduced d1’1e to the adv est t(f) access the

: ournals.-Unfortunately, the extent of use of various open access ,Ouen 1o bopen access
staff of federal universities, specifically in North Central Nigeria, r émaiz ingn:;i?e;;cs

prompted the study so as to ascertain the level of use of open access journals, the effect of
etence on the use of the journals, as well as ways of enhancing the use of the

digital comp
y academic staff in federal universities in North Central Nigeria.

journals b

Objectives of the Study
is on the use of open access journals by academic staff

The main aim of the study
ities in North-central Nigeria. Specifically, ‘he objectives are, to:
staff of federal

of federal univers
evel of use of open access journals by academic

1. determine the |
universities in North Central Nigeria,

ii.,  investigate the effect of digital competence on
academic staff of federal universities in North Central Nigeria; and
staff of

identify ways of enhancing use of open access journals by academic

iii.
federal universities in North Central Nigeria.

the use of open access journals by
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Use of Open Access Journ
Literature Review e e
Open access is one of the best 1nst1tut10nal repositories that can be s
ents in advancing nations to make their investig t'by
| atiop

ducational environm

ble to the outside community (Christian, 2008). Christian 2001
)

lems that can influence awarencss and use of organizati
ch as Nigeria to include inadequate skills on open ac¢ na
¢ and insufficient support. ©ss,
s In propagating and accessing intellectual knowleq

ately. Various studies on open access journals ha\g/Z

been conducted by Sandhu and Daviet (2011), [vwighreghweta and Onoriode (2012)
Anyira (2012), Mohammed and Garba (201 3), and Evans and Elliah (2014). A research b :
Sanchez-Tarrago and Fernandez (2009), for instance, revealed that among 6(3)1
academicians just 21 or 35% respondents accepted they have utilized and printed works i
o;en access journals. Swan and Brown (2005), Kin (2006) and Utulu and BolarinS 5
; u(l))(:?ga gfn:ei;)u(t) gi;a;h-that ghowed more contribution of scholars in open acc::
s - g ) c1tef1 Kin (2006) accounted that, over half of the respondent
ey produced their research or lecturing documents openly available Viz

researchers and €
results readily reacha

further identified few prob
nations Su

archives in advancing
lack of financin

insufficient ICT facilities,
Use of open access journal

has drawn many academias’ focus

respondents agreed that the
_ y have downloaded open ‘ :
fht:l er articles through open access journals; accgssezccessjoumals |
= : _ ; open : . ;
joumth; O%TH iflcdessb journals articles and made links tz ot}il: Cesri'ﬂlmmals, A
- The study by Obuh - Haniic 5
and junior LIS lectur}e,:rs ~ :;:dB:)}flm(})l (2012) established that majorii:i;)mffellll sl
. t the 1 of both senior
oty Ak i a evel of usage of
: ecommended that eff 0T open access journal
e ol e . orts should be m Journals were
policies such as lecturi:zli;n;sltsdespe(':lauy via enabling inﬁ‘astei'clilet?wards S
. eposit their works i Cture and im 1
Evans and Elliah (2014) carried out a relsn open access archiye plementing
ear ?

300086 BWALONOSS and its usage in relatio
universities. The I to.scholy
knowledge of Intei?e(iythilci(;glje:r?léd that majority ;}yazgén Munication in Tanzanian
g al‘rlnfllg 3.11’.1(1 retraining of Oneemla.got their skills and
Belshaw (2012) staod thar Diginl Sitenog onto eIl in other to use open
academician in this wise to perform eflft-era.cy i Competencie; oumnals are not guaranteed
work environment. He further said that i)crfive }l,nformation task i:ln;ph'e? the ability of the.
tools to work across network to achie\}:et 282:;}110 eg:, digitauy(iliitr:/cOmputer—based
- “Ubakiian © can use digital

understanding digita ,
g digital concept, using digital equipm 12y
pment ang 2 Isted networking
edge of )
arrays of

ch on a
SSessment of Jevels of open
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I'n{ormation available and apprcciating the benefi

ts of ICT and Open Adcdss o
literacy definition. It allows for m pen as digital

ass participati fs 2 . :

ble di -7 HNass participation in information consortia thereby
v enetrable disseminat " informati o

providing penetre nmation of information. Scholarly societies, government

agenciest private bOd.ieS and the- aC_’Memia all support open access. It facilitates
infonnat?on collaboration, electronic information and its use is prevalent in today’s
information work. .Ope'n 8C0ess -allows for free access to information across the globe.
Developing countries like Nigeria can benefit from the great potential offered by Open
access.

The Digital competencies required by academic staff to use open access journals
include: having the basic knowledge of computers, competency with search engines,
competency with Internet facilities, competency with e-mail, competency with Internet
navigator tools, competency with web browsers and web file formats, competency with
database software, and Internet development and management expertise. It cannot be over
emphasized that academic staff need to brace up to the new challenges of ICT
competencies so as not to rust out of the global digital trend (Omekwu, 2003; Ango,
2016). According to Itsekor and Ugwunna (2014) and Canada (2009), open access will
assist developing countries break the barrier of journal subscription which limits their
access to information as scholars from these countries can now conduct and publish their
research works. ICT competencies are required to enable members of the academia to tap
into the benefits derivable from open access. The academia must, therefore, be in a
position to utilize the opportunities offered by this initiative to enhance information
retrieval, dissemination and utilization. This will help promote resource sharing and
capacity building with little or no hindrance. Wide spread acquisition of the required skills
and technical know-how must be put in place and effort made to increase wider internet
availability and penetration. The present situation where internet facilities are more in
cities and none in most rural areas is an impediment to information dissemination, and

issue of Open access (Itsekor & Ugwunna, 2014). |

The Canadian Association of Research Libraries (2013) stressed that open access
enables cost-effective, unrestricted flow of ideas and information and underpins
excellence in research while also bringing down barriers t¢ learning, building informed
communities, and fostering international collaboration and understanding. One of the
factors that facilitate researchers’ use of open access outlet is in the area of research
visibility of publications; through open access researchers have wider visi.bility and usage
of their research findings. As research finding were made available online, they have a
significantly larger and more diverse audience. Increased exposure to research .also
increases citation rate (Jain, 2012). Open access provides an avgnue to co.nnfact with a
global society more casily and researchers can publish without printing COSIs.
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a ademic Staff of F
I'ab Level of Use of Open Access Journ Is by Acad 1 ederal
able 2: Leve S e

Universities in North Central Nigeria Mean _SD Dethin

S/N Statements } -

3.30 .63 A
291 .88 A

ications 1 -esearch
1 [ often use open access publications 1n my rese - e
: ‘.. . .l -
2 Open access journals are usually my first pr

sourcing for materials for my work

I usually retrieve scholarly content from open access journals ;.;.3 g; i
4 [ have some publications in open access outlet.s 2.48 .86 :
5 [ have submitted many papers to open access journals 2.84 y
Weighted mean ;

A = Accepted, R = Rejected, SD (U) = Standard Deviation

From Table 2 the lecturers' responses showed that out of the ﬁve‘ items listed for the .
lecturers to respond on the level of use of open access journals, it showed that four yielded
high mean scores which were above the 2.5 mark on the 4 point likert scale. However, one
item had low mean scores of 2.48; SD=.86 below the criterion mean of 2.5 respectively.

On the whole, the weighted mean score of 2.84 is fairly high indicating that Academic

staff (lecturers) level of use of open access journals in federal universities in North Central
Nigeria is fairly adequate.

Table 3: Effect of Digital Co

mpetence on-the Use of Open Access Journals by
Academic Staff of Federa] Uni

versities in North Centra] Nigeria

S/N Statements

Mean SpD Decision

2 =U
SRR
0 N
326 . 6% A
2.96 .95 A
3.25 .68 A
3.51 .68 A

3.24
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3 showed that there is significant effect of academic staff digital competence on the
Tab Cf' open access journals in federal universities in North Central Nigeria. This is
hecause all the seven items produced high mean scores which were above the mean score
af 2,50 on the 4- point. On the whole, the weighted mean score of 3.24 which is the
N £ staff competence in the use of open access journals in North Central universities

use ©

extem 0
. Nigeria i high and adequate.

Enhancing the Use of Open Access Journals by Academic Staff of Federal

Table 4:
Universities in North Central Nigeria
SN Recommendations Frequency Percentage
1 Internet connectivity needs to be improved 179 957
2 Provision of constant power supply 174 93.0
3 Provision of funds by government, university 174 93.0
management and other donor agencies
4 Academia should publish more on open access 109 St
journals
5 Adequate bandwidth makes utilization of open access 155 82.9

journals faster and easier

Table 4, showed that majority of the respondents subscribed to all the suggested ways
listed for enhancing the use of open access journals. A total of 179(95.7%) of the
respondents, which is the highest percentage suggested improving the Internet
connectivity; 174(93.0%) suggested provision of constant power supply; 174(93.0%)
equally suggested provision of fund by government, university and donor agencies; 109
(58.3%) suggested academia to publish more on open access journals, while others, 155 or
82.9%, also suggested for adequate bandwidth which makes utilization of open access
journals faster and easier. : '

Discussion of Findings

The study revealed that the academic staff in federal universities in North central
Nigeria use open access publications in research, use open access journals when sourcing
materials for work, have some publications in open access outlets and make links to other
articles via open access journals. This study is similar to the findings of Ivwighreghweta
and Onoriode (2012) which revealed generally high use of open access journals by all the
lecturers in the study. This finding also agreed with the findings of Kin (2006) who

I ; :
\:P;)r.t::d that respondents have access to research or teaching materials through public
cosites.
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Use of Open Access Journals by Academic Staff of Federal Universities in North Central Nigeyig
se Acces:

The second finding from the study, as shown in Table 2, 1‘ndicaFed that the leve] of
effect of academic staff digital competence on use of open aw:tf)s JOl;rnals. F fom the
! study, it was revealed as shown in (Table 2) tha.t the leve?l Off 'el .ectdo academic Sta
digital competence on the use of open access Joum.afs 18 a?ry a equate.. Th‘e. hlgh
academic staff competence in the use of open access journals 1n.federal .UI.llVerSItles in
North Central Nigeria could be attributed to the impact of Varous trainings and re.
trainings on ICT and other staff development prOgrax?]mes .m fO@ of Confgrences,
workshops, seminars and other training programmes. This finding is in COHfOHnlty with
that of Sandhu and Daviet (2012) as well as Ivwighreghweta and Onoriode (2012)
respectively, which discovered that respondents were conversant with open access
journals, institutional repositories and self-archived resources on the web. Furthermore,
they also discovered that the respondents were conversant with downloading exercise a
well as linking printed materials to access articles published and referenced.
Furthermore, the study revealed that m
suggested ways listed for enhancing the use of
in North Central Nigeria. These include need

constant electricity supply, provision of fund by the government, management and donor

agencies. Others are that academia should publish more on Open access journals as well as
provision of sufficient b '

ajority of the respondents accepted all the
open access journals in federal universities
for improvement of Internet connectivity,

ires for acquisitio

n of new knowledge requires
use,

constant training on digita skills, ICT infrastructure, and higher bandwidth for

meaningful use of Open access journals.
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| Based on the findings the following recommendations are hereby made to improve

the academic staff use of open access journals in federal universities in North Central

Nigeria:
Management of universities in the North Central, Nigeria should improve on their

1.
Internet services, procure and provide adequate ICT facilities that would serve the
university community especially the lecturers better.

There should be constant training and retraining of academic staff on digital skills,
ICT and Internet use to lecturers in the studied universities.

Provision of Internet connectivity, constant electricity power supply and adequate
bandwidth for easy and fast utilization of open access journals in the North
Central Nigerian universities should be given prime attention by the university
management. It is only when this is achieved that the lecturers would effectively
utilize open access journals for their academic development.

Federal Government of Nigeria should adequately fund the federal universities in

the North Central zone of the country.

1.

iil.

1v.
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