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Editorial

This cdition of our Journal carries twenty five (25) articles coming [rom
~ within and outside Nigeria. It 1s mteresting to note that in its humble beginning the
Joun‘lal has caught the attention ol scholars

who continue to send us their
nmnuscnpts While a greater

number ol these articles were wrilten by smgle

i aulhorb we have also received an appreciable number of papers Wh’ICh are g ucts
ol %‘ Mabmatwe research works.

e We thank all canmbutms to this edllmn and hogt wﬂ _Z :, en
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OBAJE ALFRED MICHAREL

UNIVERSITY OF JOS LIBRA

Abstract

i T o concepl of computer literacy has existe
- has mc’ul B} /rmAmg al the /mmr. ,,{J the co
bmld a c/efmm(m Jor the next century and ¢
*om-u!cff IS A necessity for library staf v
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¢ for
Norman proposed a schem

)asic pencr ynceepls.
cvel is the basic peneral c |

LR o L VEA LS vy /)
architectures, and databases was key.

+f how to use a computer and accomphish something uscful wnth ll Th(. third leve]

ability to program and the fourth level was the undelstandmg of tht

“where (he plofes«‘,lonal resides”.  Ac

was the
«cience of computation, oOf
¢ al lcast the second level of s «

[, S et hould e - Ve S 3

r:,calrz' Besser (1993) noted that:

Anyone involved n dlscussmﬂ
devel()pment of a computﬂ‘
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Joputer Literacy
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km‘ﬂpmc—*t LH(‘ racy Today

,- f
h

fe I Ihe me: mlng, of the term computer literacy kept changing, dlld allumb, with

L )
I. |||

iith “*’”“'1&-, about if bemyg drawn toward one of two sides Ufth{. Issue; one side

!hung, the complete umlr.:rsl.a_m,lmg camp and the other campaigning f(::l' Sim'ply

- knowing how to use computers. but not how they work.

Some of the computer lteracy fervour has shifted to a concept termed
| information hiteracy. Information literacy is usually defined as the combination of
tradi-_tionﬂl literacy concepts and fundamental computer — literacy skills. Wlwﬂ one

alks about information literacy, the computer skills component is nﬂtﬂy .,'.'," ;'1-- -

or a secondauy lhuughl after the skills of assessing and using infe i

.Tod.ay, it 1s right to say that, to be a productlwi_

md]wdual must know about computers. Accor dmg to Borl

need to be computel literate n ﬂ\c sacmy of tbﬂ



o ' skills needed o do whatey,,

Computer proficiency shoul

Jescribe the

ficiency is nol literacy, but the ability
o - '

(asks are necessa

do things based on rote |

N Lol g
' he computer. | 55
v on the comptl L |
ry o Ty very little adaptation. You ¢y
pemorisatio s
- e computer Hiteracy.
however. use proﬁcieucies to estunatc pt.lS(m St :
. : e,

an for hibrary stall —
uter-related skills has moved
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Computer Literacy

staff needs to be ready to lecarn new techmiques and (ools in order (o provide
tratning onsite or onhne, develop new PDIORIAms or Services as |)'Eu'l.f')'f ateam. or
learn how a particular piece of hardware or soflware works.

According to Minnesota Voluntary Library Certification Program(2000), a

program for Library Em]')l()ycesg a certified liler'y cmployee should be able to:

Incomorate computer based re:
~services.
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-OBAJ L A. MICHAEL

CONCLUSION

It 1S of 2 necessity that d library

-
[
e
-‘.i
r.

otaff be computer literate wnh (h

¢
b .
s and networks, hibrary staff of 4, i

- - mpuie
continuing ihcrease of reliance on comj

| hanging technology. This does no 3
| d to be able to adapt 10 this ever—changing technology S dOLS not |
levels need to be ¢ ¢

| that all library stafl members have (0 become system managerg

mean 10WEVEr,
M tﬂ'ge lc | of cemputel literacy 1s not a difficult goal to accomphq\]é

LI : | | w '..

R T AN e@f mnm@m and hbra:y stafl Achleva




Computer Literacy
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