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ated to four dietary t . qbbits and five repliciate per
i - ary treatments. Each treatment had fen rabbits < i
ireatment in a completely randomized design (CRD) s. Each treatme ' e

Pige a1 seeds were roasted at ¢ ¢ for 3-3 munutes, Al
cooling. the sccds. were lhgn milled in a ham mer mill. I[I::([::'Tscr:\:t:;e‘:: -\‘:;R r;‘(‘n\z“:' ‘;:p‘\h;;‘i, .4:;“1 in compounding 1sos
pitrogenous and iso-caloric experimental djets. Treatment | (conlm[;)z':“ ‘:‘:m-u;\ hcm‘ based diet with 0% PPM while
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Results There was no significant effect of pigeon pea meal based
rabbits (Table 1). Dry matter intake (DMI), organic matte
ranging from 43.5 - 53.1g, 40.0 - 48.3g and 5.8 - 7.1g

Results for OMI and ADFI followed the same trend as ob
NDFI was from 104 to 11.2g. Results of this study

affected by dietary treatments (Table 1). This is similar ¢
to 50g/kg of processed pigeon pea meal in the diet
digestibility,

diets on daily live weight gain and nutrient intakes of
rintake (OMI) and acid detergent fibre intake (ADFI) had values
respectively for rabbits fed both 30 and 10% PPM based diets.
served in the DML CPI values varied from 7.2 to 8.9g and that of
also showed that digestibility of nutrients were not signiticantly
o the findings of Oso ez al. (2012) who reported the inclusion of up
of their experimental animals without adverse effect on nutrient

Table 1 Daily live weight pain, nutrient intake and digestibility of rabbits fed graded levels of roasted pigeon pea meal
Dietary levels of PPM (%)

Parameters 0 10 20 30 SEM
Daily live weight gain (g) 14 16 13 12 11
Dry matter intake (g) 50.3 53.1 526 435 2.19™
Organic matter intake (g) 458 483 480 400 200
Crude protein intake (g) 8.9 8.8 8.9 72 038
Acid detergent fibre intake (g) 6.7 7.1 7.0 58 029"
Neutral detergent fibre intake (g) 10.5 105 11.2 104 047
Dry matter digestibility (%) 738 752 709 720 167
Organic matter digestibility (%) 799 804 781 796 184
Crude protein digestibility (%) 864 837 845 840 071
Acid detergent fibre digestibility (%) 300 303 280 2901 173
Neutral detergent fibre digestibility (%) 495 432 458 482 1.30™

SEM = Standard error of mean; NS = Not significant

Conclusion The results showed that pigeon pea meal can be successfully included up to 30% in the diets of weaner rabbits
without adverse effect on nutrient intake and digestibility
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