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Abstract

The study evaluated the information literacy skills as predictors of use of electronic information
resources by undergraduate students in Bayero University Library, Kano. The study adopted a
survey design with a population of 823 undergraduate students who registered with the
university library between 2017-2019 academic session, from which a sample of 165
respondents were selected using Wimmer and Dominick’s (1987) formula. Data were analysed
using the statistical package for social science (SPSS) software, frequency distribution and
percentages. The findings revealed that most of the undergraduate student in Bayero University

Library, Kano considered their level of information literacy skills to be high. Electronic

Information Resources (EIRs) have indeed become very important to undergraduate students of

Nigerian university libraries especially in accessing up-to-date information as they give access to
quality information irrespective of place, time and space. However, the study recommended that
the management of Bayero University Kano (BUK) library should ensure that the teaching of
information literacy skills to undergraduates in BUK is promoted. This is to ensure that the high

level of usage of EIRs by undergraduate students is sustained.

Keywords: Electronic information resources, information literacy skills, undergraduate, use

electronic information resources

Introduction »
Electronic information resources (EIR) means sources of information which are available in

el
information available, easier and provide faster access to information than information accessible

ectronic form. EIR are needed for undcrgraduaige students especially bécause they make
via printed media (Ukachi, 2011). They serve as motivators for learners, as they give them the
opportunity to deliver, obtain, transfer and circulate information resources on any topic of
interest. EIRs help to develop access, increase usability and efficiency, and creatc new ways for
students to use the available information in the university library. EIRs give users reliable and
right information for the right users. In addition, the use of EIRs helps students to be well-
informed and up-to-date in their respective thematic areas (Fabunmi, Paris & Fabunmi, 2016).
EIRs materials can be accessed anytime, anywhere and they do not occupy much space. As
Varghese (2008) asserted, the availability of information in electronic media has created
opportunities for global access o information, enhanced the speed of service, increased the
number of users served, increased the quality of information provided, and offered new
opportunities for undergraduate students to find relevant information. It is therefore important
that university students be equipped with the research tools necessary to access EIRs. Moreover,

Yalman, Basaran and Gonen (2016) averred that knowledge of EIRs and related skills plays an

important role in the 21 ST century. Therefore, every undergraduate students should possess these
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Wimmer and Dominick’s (1987) formula. Multistage sampling technique was adopted for this
research. Multistage sampling technique is a probability sampling technique. The multistage
sampling involves multiple stages so that the sample size will be reduced at each stage. For this
study, the researcher concentrated on three-stage sampling and is shown here. At first stage, the
researcher adopted purposive sampling to sclect three and four (3 and 4) level student’s that
registered with the university libraries between 2017-2019 academic session. This is simply
because they tend to understand and use the library more because of their projects for the final
year. Purposive sampling may also be used with both qualitative and quantitative research
techniques. The inherent bias of the method contributes to its efficiency, and the method stays
robust even when tested against random probability sampling. Choosing the purposive sample is
fundamental to the quality of data gathered; thus, reliability and competence of the informant
must be ensured (Brown, 2006). At the sccond stage, proportionate stratified sampling technique
using 20% fraction was used to select the registered undergraduate library users from the study
arca. The 20% fraction is considered adequate for this study based on Wimmer and Dominick’s
(1987) recommendation that a minimum sample size of 5% could be suitable for use for
populations that are up to 10,000 while a minimum sample size of 20% could be used for
populations that are up to 1,000, Thus, based on the foregoing recommendation of Wimmer and

Dominick’s the researcher considered 20% of the study population appropriate for the large

population of the present study. At the final stage, simple random sampling technique was used

to randomly select respondents from the BUK library. Questionnaire was used as an instrument
for data collection. Questionnaire was the only instrument used for the collection of data for this

study because it is capable of reaching a large number of respondents and provides privacy and

confidentiality. The questionnaire was prepared on the basis of the objective of the study and was
distributed randomly among the target population under the study. A total of 165 copies of

questionnaires were distributed and 155 copies were returned after filling by the student. The

descriptive statistical techniques made up of tables and percentages ware used in analyzing the
data collected.
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' 18.6%
access the needed information =
I can construct using 40(6.3) 111(17.6) | 255(40.3) 226(35.8)
keywords or related terms to
carry out information search

.06 0.89
strategies 3.06
I can select the most 119(18.9) | 216(34.2) | 197(31.2) 99(15.7)
appropriate electronic . i 5
resources ; :
Grand Mean = 3,23 j

Field survey, 2019 .

}l“he decisicil rule states that; 1-1.4 = Very Low; 1.5-2.49 = Low; 2.5—3.49 = ngh; 3.5:‘4.0 =
Very High. The cut-off mean is 2.5. This means that any score belo'w 2.5 is considered “Very
Low Information Literacy”, or “Low Information Literacy” whiles those above 2.5 are
considered “Very High Information Literacy” or “High Information Literacy”.

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of information literacy skills in Table 1. It can be
deduced that undergraduate students in Bayero University Kano, Nigeria considered their level
of information literacy skills to be high (mean=3.23). Among the measures of information
literacy skills, ability to identify a need for information was considered highest with average

mean score of 3.33. More so, ability to evaluate information (mean=3.21), ability to use

information (mean=3.19), ability to synthesise information (mean=3.13) and ability to locate and

access information (mcan=2.94) were also on a high. level of undergraduate students’

information literacy skills. The percentage contribution of the five constructs to information

literacy skills is captured in'the last column of the table. Ability to identify a need for

information (21.1%) contributed highest to information literacy skills whilé ability to locate and

access information (18.6%) offered the least contribution. This may suggest that undergraduate

students possess high level of information literacy especially in the aspect of recognizing a need

for information. For instance, 89.3% of undergraduate students both on a very high and high

level scale, claimed that they can identify a topic using simple language, 91.8%

of undergraduate
students asserted that they can recognize a necd for information to achieve a

specific purpose.

Ability to cvaluate information contributed to information literacy skills of

undergraduate students in Bayero University Kano, Nigeria a

nd was considered to be of high
quality (mean=3.21), Specifically,

undergraduate students c]

aimed on a high level that they can
draw conclusions based upon information gotten on the In

ternet (mean=3.25) while they also
possess high ability to save EIRg obtained from the Internet (mean=3.

16), though this was
‘mati . This may suggest that
underg i

judging the value of information obtained
from the internet.

GSJ® 2021
www.globalscientiﬁcjournal.com

|

éenerated by CamScanner



Generated by CamScanner




e

GSJ: Volume 9, Issue 10, October 2021 o=
ISSN 2320-9186

components of any library; Agyekummer and Filson (2012) also stated that most of the students
use library resources and services to supplement their class notes, assignment and helped them in
examination preparation; Kinengyere (2017) who reported that effectiveness and cfficiency in
the research process in the digital age rely on the level of information literacy of individual
academic staff and on the nature of information accessible to them; Oakleaf and Owen (2010)

who stated that information literacy skills are essential components of a successful academic

carcer and Emwata and Nwalo (2013) who submitted that information literacy has been

considered as a basic capability to increase undergraduate students learning quality.

However, the finding is at variance with those of Oyedun (2010) and Omoike (2013) who
both revealed low level of information literacy by undergraduate students in Nigerian university;

University of Idaho for Information Initiation (2011) who disagreed that, not all the same

information is being extended using a reliable and fast and reliable, but some are biased, old/out

of date, deceptive, false and increase the size of the information available and the type of
technology to access and process information and created. Similarly, Bundy (2004), disagreed
that the wealth of information and technology itself would not create conscious citizens without
effective use of information to complement each other. The finding was also inconsistent with
the findings of Olajide and Adio (2017) who found that library resources like abstracts, indexes,
yearbooks, atlas ware neither satisfactory nor readily available for use. The finding was not in
agreement with that of Daniel and Kacholom (2017) who in their study on relationship of user
education, computer literacy and information and con11nu1ﬁcation technology accessibility and
use of e-resources by students in Nigerian university libraries, reported a low level of use of the
e-resources by students of Nigerian universities. The difference in the findings could be that this
particular study only investigated the level of undergraduate students’ information literacy skills
in university libraries.

Conclusion

Electronic information resources have indeed become very important to undergraduates in

Nigerian university libraries especially in accessing up-to-date information as they give access to
quality information irrespective of place, time and space. However, Information Literacy Skills
help in promoting access to the utilisation of information resources and increasing amount of
EIR use by undergraduate students, students cannot effectively use electronic information

resources without adequate information literacy skills. The result revealed high level of

undergraduates’ information literacy skills in the studied area.
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Recommendation
Based on the finding of this study, one recommendation is hereby made:

1. The management of BUK library should ensure that the teaching of information literacy skills

to undergraduate students in BUK is promoted. This is to ensure that the high level of usage of
EIRs by undergraduate students is sustained.
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