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Abstract

Techmical and Vocatonal Educmonmd'l‘mmng('rvﬂ)il ble of
empowenng the Nigenan Youths that are involved in the incessant cases ¢

culusm, rape, Boko-Haram syndrome among others. These MVII-

among the youth could be atnbuted to uncmployment, underemployment, |

of salcable skills and the likes. Many Nigenian Youths are idle and an idle h
workshop This paper addressed the wssue of TVET as a vital tool for “mpow
Youths, challenges facing development of TVET, benefit of cmpowenng l'l' cnan
and impact of technology on youth cmpowerment 1in Nigena. The recommended
others, that There should be policies that will promote TVET programmes

of empowenng the society with sklls and competencies that could le
empowerment for National transformation.

Keyword: Youth empowerment, Skills, Unemployment, TVET
resuveness

Introduoction

Technical and vocauonal education and tmning (TVET) refers 1o
traming thatprepares persons for gainful employment (Finch and Crunkikon ’ r ) In othes
words, TVETrefers 10 deliberate intervenuons o bring about learming vln:lu ould mal
people moreproducuve (or simply adequately productive) n designated arcas i
acuwvity (e.g. economic sectors, occupations, specific work tasks). TVET has
enhance humancapabiliies and enlarge peoples®choices. The UNESCO (2002) de
as the education and trmning o acquire the pracucal skills know-how and un:
necessary for employment in a particular occupation, tade or group of occt ;F
The Nautonal Policy on Education (FRN, 2004) defines Technical and V -
as a comprehensive tenm refernng to those aspects of the edtnm
oddinon to general education, the study of technologies and relate .
lcqmsmon of pracucal skills, atitudes, understanding and knowled. ge re },,., -
in vanous sector’s of economic and social hife
Rashtnya (2005) defines Techmcal Educanon nlmp -
uppaseonndnrynndlowcrlcmmylevd:lom mddle le
middle management, ¢.Lc) and at University level 1o prepar
higher management positions. Technical eduam ;
menuﬂo and technical studies and related skills. On t
education as the type of educaton dngmdm, )
Wfication mnmo{nm;pnl‘- ‘
r.lniu&‘nﬂ) gTJ.-; -
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andaccommodated. Attracting more female instructors and administrators o TVET
1s amajor challenge 10 the future . '

» TVET Feailities and Equipment: There 15 a major problem associated with high eog
ofconstruction, cquipmenl, maintenance and the provision of consumable tuinng
‘matenals Routine and preventive maintenance have also muximmll persisten;
problems. _ .

» TVET Teachers'Conditions of Service in most countnes are not the sume with e
macademics, as such, 1t serves as a demotivatng factor, :

» Workplace Health and Safety: HIV/AIDS upon youth and working-oge populations 5

—

amajor challenge to be faced by TVET HIV/AIDS, the very educative process iy

imjeapardy.
» TVET Cumculum Reform and Development effect on labour markel In other
manons,for a vanety of reasons, cmployers prefer o employ untramned youth or

scademic’ graduates and provide on-the-job trainmg. One salicnt tend 15 the growing
convergence between TVET and academic’ cumicula, resulung from technological
change.

Teaching and Leaming: As TVET becomes increasingly more knowledge onented,
therole of the teachers and instructors must change from the didactuc mpartng of
skills andknowledge to the facilitation of learming. Leamers-centered. '
TVET Planning: In most cases where TVET programs fals, appropnate and
relevantparties are not involved at the planning stage.
Corrupnon. Most people resinct cormupnon to financial embezzlement. The worst
aspectof 1L 1s related to policies that obscure TVET related programs which are
capablc ofempowering the society with skills and competencies that could lead 1o
standaloncs.
Looking at the challenges from entreprencurship perspective Afncan Unsea (200 )
mamtained that challenges , besetting the TVET scclor are mulu-dimensional and more

colossal. According to the union they served as a roadblock 10 our quest for self reliance and
nanonal development. They include.

I- Most technical educators lack the methodology of tcaching catreprencunal skills

and entreprencurships;

2 Technical and vocational educators use teaching approaches that emphasize
technical and vocational skills and neglect creating an enterpnsc culture in thewr
trinces;

3. Entreprencurshup is tught as separute course and is not wintegrated into the TVET
programme. o

All these have great implication on the youths tawards their futures.If the afore mentioned
challenges are wken care of, then the youths will become skilled and resourcel 'UL:'_‘El
productive for the nation, they can casily enter the labour forces and make [‘\’
:lt;sm ;:lrecn and wll help them survive amidst unemployment problems; and promotes

- relmance. "

Y

\'

‘l‘

(="

Impact of Technology on Youth Empowerment Programmes
Today, many Nigenan scholars through robust technology information and rescarche

have agreed upon the axsomatic fact that, the empowerment of individual in the @%‘”‘
could be easily aclieved through his knowledge of lechnica) know-‘huw.'(dﬂ' O
Okewo, 2004) Youths should be moulded early enaugh in favour of Tedt
education. This implies that the youths need 10 be puided throng
- environment (Technical colleges) where they could be kept busy o
‘needed skill 1o empower them (o secure a better furure. .
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youths towards being empowered with the technological

Technical vocauonal educal on and tr ining (TVET) ce ers 10 the country

~ The following recommendations are necessary for the empowerment of the yout)
through Technical and vocational education and rmming (TVET).
|, The govemment should make adequate supply of leaming matenals and workshop
s faciliies to TVET institutions to help in preparnng the youth for sell-¢ nt

2 Government programmes should prepare @ wide range of opportu

employment for Nauonal Transformation. L. T
3. Estabhshment and equipping of technology traming institutions (o empower the youth
for self-reliance should be the focus of government .
4 There should be constitutional provisions for job creation and full emplayment of youth,
on a yearly basis in order to reduce upemployment. el

. Laws setting adequate wages for teachers and youths should be made and enforced o

. Good policies and cffectve implementation will encournge good entreprencurs which
wll create wealth and job opportunities and bring down the rate of youth unemployment.

. There should be policics that wall promote TVET programmes which are capable of
empowenng the society with skills and competencies that could lead o youth
empowermeni for National transformation.

_ Govemment should create an avenue that will attract more female mnstructors ind
sdministrators to TVET insttutions 1o encourage female youths in Natonal

transformation. 3
9 Cumculum TVET should be reviewed on regular basis 1o accommodate innovation and

technological development.
10. Effort should be made by government 1o renew public perception of TVET not 10 be seen
us second-class programme 1n order (o attract 1o 1t for better youth empowerment. ‘

I .l:. -_"lu:nghi'l' :
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