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for Loproving (he Funding of Vocational Centres and Technics

v ol

Ibrahim Y Umar e
Dept. Of Industrial And Technology Educatior
Federal University Of Technology Minna.

-~ This study was designed 1o identify mechanisms for improving the funding of vocational c¢

and technical colleges in Niger S)l’ue. Three research questions were m@ uid
M.AJO-iunqmionminmdwelmdmdundmcollebuﬁm” -hers and
administrators of vocationaltechnical colleges in seven Educational Zona Of the state. Tt
was analysed using frequency and mean. The study revealed that both administrators and teac

shared similar views on majority of the items. It was therefore recommended among others that
(1) multinational, business organizations and communities should be involve in fun ding
vocational and technical colleges,(2) the $% of fund realized from value added tax (VAT) ¢
to finance vocational and technical cducation, (3)as a matter of urgency technical education

should be de-merged from general education.

Introduction

The education of the citizens is no doubt the fundamental responsibility of the government.
However, today, it is extremely difficull for the government alone to meet the financia
requirements of education at all levels due to the high increase rate of students’ enrolment beyon
the projected figures coupled with the cscalated cost of cducational materials. Edue tion s,
nonctheless, the fundamental interest of the public and family, hence it is a ‘sine qua non” for the
maintenance of equal opportunity in a country like Nigeris. To be particular, the National
on Education(1981) defined technical education as the aspect of education, which lcads
acquisition of practical and applied skills as well as basic scientific knowledge. Government w
further to state that, it recognized the importance of technical and commercial education a
need to relate its programme to the requirement of commerce and industry. It was emphasized
that formulae for collaboration and joint responsibility will be designed for sharing cost burd
between the public and private sectors such as already being carried out in schemes < Industr
Training Fund (ITF). :

In Nigeria, however, the Federal Government was mainly responsible for financin
institutions in the 1970s. The report of pancl on alternative resources for financing o
ol a (1981) shows that 50.5% of funding to technical education should be
Government while 49.5%by state governments (Adesina, 1988). ‘
The National Policy on Education (1981) puts the federal and state governments in fo

nancing vocational and technical education programme. To backup governments” cc
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. : gned to be
the funding of vocational ‘““mwtochnhf::.i" ou»- ways employed

Research Questions Guided the Study:

, What arc the factors responsible for poor funding of vocational centers and technical

what are the funding nceds of vocational centers and technical colleges?

{ are other aliernati ; L :
xniul colleges? Ive approaches to consistent funding of vocational centers and

The questionnaire was the sole instrument used for the collection of data. It was presented (o

Somc c_xpcﬂ: who validated it before it was finally used. lemized questions were used for

sswering (he research questions and testing of the hypotheses. The population for the study

med of all 1I3c vocational and technical administrators (Directors, principals, Vice-
incipals) and vocational/technical teachers teaching in vocational centers and technical colleges

in Niger sialc.

A sample of 29 administrators of Vocational/technical College and 98 vocational/technical

teachers that completed and returned the questionnaires in the seven cducational zones of the stale
were used for the study.

Methods of Data Analysis,

The mean was used (o answer the rescarch questions to determine the level of Agree or Disagree
to each of the questionnaire items. Nominal values to the four-point scale were assigned: strongly
Agree (SA)=4:Agree (A)=3: Disagree (DA)= 2. strongly Disagree (S.D)=1

Any item that attracted up to 2.5 and above was considered agree and below 2.5 as disagree.

Research Question|
What are the factors responsible for poor funding of vocational centers and technical colleges?

Certain statements relating to the factors responsible for poor funding of vocational/technical
colleges were stated in the questionnaire to which the respondents were to express their
assessment of the extent to which the factors contribute to poor funding of vocational/technical
education. Table 1 shows the responses of both administrator and the teachers.

Table 1: Responses of the Administrator and Teachers on the Factors Responsible for
Funding of Vocational/ Technical Colleges

N|"'29 N;" 98
SN | ltems iy Xy X3 X, Remark
l. Government attitude to technical education | 3.24 | 3.27 | 3.26 | Agree

though positive is much of lip services.

2. Vocational and technical education has poor 293 |3.11 |3.02 | Agree
image among Nigerians.

3. | Merging of technical education and science | 2.69 | 2.69. | 2.69. | Agree
education in ministries and boards. _
1. Government _sole financing of Technical [ 2.76 | 2.92 | 2.84 | Agree
education in Nigeria.
3. Poor financing accountability and | 269 |3.99 | 299 | Agreec

mismanagement by administralors.
6. Attitudes of early missionaries toward education. | 2.66 |2.49 |2.58 | Agree

-

ini ' = Number of Teachers
N,= Number of Administrators: N; =
X, '- Mean of Administralors: X; = Mean of Teachers

Scanned with CamScanner




| | | | 1
} | - ' . y
Y\ - rner !
- | %
1 21 ] )
o | FA '\

rﬂr‘ 'S an

equipment and tools. | 3.

X bles (consumables). 338

Scanned with CamScanner




.

Jonatt, Vol § No. | June 2008,

with ilems 3 and 5 with yean respect
ﬁ to consistent funding of V(tllill:l: :e‘:'u:: azniee::&fc;ﬂlm i

3: Mean Scores of the Administrators and T s 1o
Comsistent Funding of Vocational and Technical CoII:::." on Alternative Approaches (o

— N;=29,5= 98 : .
jlers X, [X; [X, |[Remar |

The Administration of technical education should be 279 |3.12 | 296 A'- -
separated from science and general education.

10% of the total money available for manpower | 3.21 | 326 |3.24 Aﬂ‘-_‘ﬁ
development should be allocated to technical education.

Students/PTA and the entire community should be made | 2.14 | 2.45 | 230 | Disagr
to pay for stolen or burnt equipment through bush burning. %
The community should be involved in the provision of | 3.00 | 2.98 | 2.98 | Agree
amenitics such as classrooms, seats, etc.

Religious institutions should be requested to set aside [ 210 | 231 | 231 | Disagr
about 10% of the annual income for technical education. cc

All technical/vocational instructors should imbibe the | 331 (343 | 337 | Agree
spirit of regular maintenance culture.
Government  should  establish  technical manpower | 1.17 | 336 | 327 | Agree
productions trust fund with seed money of about | billon
naira.
8. | All multi-national corporations be required by law to | 310 | 316 | 313 | Agree
contribute 5% of thewr pre-tax profit to an endowment
funding for vocational and technical colleges.
9. | 5% of fund realized from “VAT™ should be used for | 3.28 | 326 | 3.27 | Agree /
financing vocationaltechnical colleges
10. | International o1l companies such as “SHELL" [ 362 | 3.65 | J.64 | Agree |
“CHEVRON", cic, should be required to give loans and
special  scholarship to students and teachers of
vocational/technical colleges as extended to other
disciplines.
I1. | Responsibility of funding should be for the federal, state | 3.0 | 320 | 3.12 | Agree
and local governments. ! -4
12. | Non-governmental and private voluntary organizations | 3.21 | 3.14 ) 318 Agree
should be sought for help.

r-.o-.u-f-qe{.—zse\

Key:-
N, = Number of Administrators: N; = Number of Teachers

X, = Mecan of Administrators: X, = Maan of Teachers | |
X, = Average Mean of Administrators and Teachers | ot

Discussion

importance. A ranking of the factors based on their mean scores showed
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This study revealed that the poor image of technical and vocation'nl education md nerger ¢
lechnical education with general education are strong factors afTecting the effective fu \ding ¢
lechnical education. ’ o
This confirms the obscrvation made by Olaitan (1992) Atsumbe (1997) and Abdullahi (1S 76) that
stunted growth of technical cducation is as a result if it being managed by those who have -'. 
no understanding of the peculiar funding requirements of technical educal!on. Conseg ently,
funds made for vocational and technical education are directed info areas, Whld' I_PP“_l 10 them,
The study further revealed that government sole financing of technical education in Nll‘-'ﬂl;*
contribulory factor, hence, allernative sources are necessary. According to 0"!'“.“ (1992) the
government that has been the sole financier of technical education now has very limited resources
as a result of the global cconomic depression. People would rather invest in |lb(?a| cducation in
the place of technical education, as the Nigerian socicty regards technical education as a form of

education meant for people who are academically backward.

A ranking of funding nceds (Table 2) shows that the respondents for this study attached the
greatest importance to payment of allowances to teachers and teacher trainees as pan of the
funding nced of vocational and technical education. This work provides as added cmphasis to the
call by teachers and entire public to pay allowances regularly. Salami (1992) declared that
inndequate funding has led to non-payment of teacher's allowances.
With reference 1o alternative approaches to consistent funding of vocational and technical
colleges, the analysis on Table 3 shows that 10 out of 12 items under this clusier were accepted.
The respondents for this study attached greatest importance to the statement that international oil
companics such as SIIELL,'CIERON’ ctc be required to give scholarship to students and
teachers of vocational/technical colleges as extended to other disciplines. The study provides
added emphasis on recommendation by Dacosta (1998) that scholarship should be available to the
students of technology as well as the exploitation of varied unexplored financial sources.
The respondents seemed to attach importance to the statement that 5%of fund realized from
Value Added Tax (VAT) are used for financing of vocational/technical colleges. This seems to be
in popular demand, may be duc (o some recent publication that the money realized from tax
system is shared among individuals. ;

The result of the study showed that 10% of total money available o n manpower development be
attached to technical education and government should establish technical manpower prode ctior
trust fund with a seed money of about | billion naira. This confirms the work of Olaitan ;ZS;
Ajetunmobi (1995) and Abdullahi (1998). The work added emphasis to the co operative
involvement of federal, state and Local governments as well as private sectors to the funding of
vocational/technical education in Nigeria, -

Conclusion
The global economic down turns calls for alternative means of financing vocationa
education in Nigeria. The sole responsibility of funding of vocational/technical education
colonial era calls for the cooperative involvement of other stakeholders such o
Governmental Organizations (NGO's), communities and private voluntary Organizati o (PVO's
By so doing this will help in no small measure o minimize the c isis L
~ voeational/technical colleges in a democratic Nigeria, e

«  Based on the result of the study the following recommendations are prof -
®  The administration of vocation/technical education should as a matter of urgency b
P "'.:,11":..; mlmm ' - =T S SN |
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