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Abstract
11y observed that the curriculum of vocational education in Nigerian is not

flexihi nough to take care of the changing needs of the soc ety ani fhe nation at
large This paper therefore, established the need for a review of the philosophy and
curriculum of vocattonal education in Nigeria, highlighted the problems inherentin
the curvent philosophy and curriculum of vocational education in the country and
uggested a format for the implementation that will accommodate democratic
aspirations of vartous communifies within the country. Conclusions are drawn and
recommendations made to guide the teaching process in order to entrench the
flevibiliny thar will allow for changes and for modifications to accommodaie local

needs and mputs without much central adminmistrative bottleneck. This is the best
wa 1o hasten the achievement of the aimys and objectives of vocational education as
stupulated i the national policy on education especially during this democratic

governdance

Introduction

Western education was introduced in Nigeria, and for so many years
administered by missionaries. The primary aim of the educators was to train
clergymen or preachers and/or interpreters who could read, write and speak
elementary Enghish, serve as shop assistants; or tax collectors who should
understand simple anthmetic Government later got involved in education and
worked with the missionanies and even after them, to find possible ways to promote
the standard of education in the country and to train people to fill administrative
posts and techmical service, and other sensitive positions.

Today, education in Nigenia s stull facing a number of problems that militates
against the required development of the country. For one, the curriculum though
“worded” to advance the country's economic, political and social systems has not
been properly translated to benefit the people, secondly the products of the present
educational system have hitle to offer the traditional occupations of the citizens.
There 1s clearly a contradiction in the educational policy and its unplem
which has adversely affected the culture and economy of the nanon del
(1972) sees this problem as being the result of our reliance on British
American system of education without adequate consideration of ou
social background. This reliance has mamifested in our values suck
dressing, way of life and general cultural outlook; universi
institutions in the country are no longer the reﬂectlon d‘
they are established. Theyale rather amml-E
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farmers, hlacksmiths, craftsmen, fishenmen and so on®out :Fm-lf\th:::{ulhl’ v -
from the village 1o the overcrow ded urban centres 10 |'~‘“5 “: Lo othes develop -,ﬁr,;u
s trend 1s equally harmful 10 the nabions economy \lgt.ﬂ.lil T jer utilizatnon of
countries 15 faced with the problems of uile mployment and Ui niversities a
“tramed” manpower. Many young men and women graduates rom v i compie
other higher institutions are roaming the streels W ithout jobs ””T o :|muchz‘ —
n':b'a"l‘f; ofboth A frican and \|¢L-|1.:_1= < aims of education that emphasizes s -1_
self-rehiance. Yakub, (1997) P ﬂlr_r ¥
The educanonal sector m Nigena s ]uml!‘. funded PFrimary. “L‘L”? ZW m.::.;— -
ternary mstitutions suflfer from poor hnancial management [his _h.-:w resulted mn ¥ .
establishment of private schoals that arc ¢ dablished as a i“"f’“'-'h“' venture 'm. .
than service oriented. The nich and highly placed public officers n:s.ul'l_ -[l). scndmg
their children 10 CXPENSIVE SC hools 1in Nigena and overseas {abroad) I'his makes
them unconcernced about the i"ft.‘\.il\..\il'lt"" of education in Nigena But the Cnllcmef
any pamotic Nigenan should be 10 improve educanon for genuine nallﬂlll‘
development A closer analysis of our current practices suggests the review of the
em for more mohlity

4
Unfortunately. parenmts no longe!

cumculum of our entire educatnional syst

Concept of Vocational Education and the Nigerian Experience
Vocational education 1s a form of organised educational programmes that are
directly related to the preparation of indwiduals for a career i an occupation. It could
also be defined as that portion of an indiv 1dual's orgamised education that specifically
prepares him for self-support. w includes techmical, agnicultural, home economics
(home making). musical and commercial arts education. Fieldman, (1968) on the
other hand viewed vocational education as that aspect of educanonal experience
which helps a person discover, define and refine his talents and use them n working

towards a carecr
i Vocational educanon as defined in Nanonal Pohey on Education (NPE) s
L concemed not only with the manual skills involved i an occupanon. It 1s concerned

with all of the competencies needed 1o funcuon cfiectvely in employment. This
includes the cognitive and psychomotor skills required in the particular occupation.
i Itas .lso concerned about the atttudes and values of the worker  the effective I‘.n'
i . a R
r ' NPE (1981) gave imphait recognition 1o the type of vocational curriculum 3
8 that would give birth 10 a creative nation. a nation capable of solving its econ ;
and technological pl'oblems and rasing a self-rehant ciizenry. The Fede
overnment 1ecognizes vocational education as torming the basit; for Ni dert
technological development and the feed for adequate provisions, 1o dey "
ecessary vocational skills. However, the success of any educational pro
of adequate number of professionally trained, i
. skilled, creauve and efficient classroom 1
avethe quality of its teachers. Akinpelu, (1

' ly tramned vocational
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Nigena The current P

actice 1s such that once operational. the same programme 1s

operated year-in, year-out without any review tor modifications in ordertonm
the dynamism with which vocational programimes are known. w

% el g

Inherent Problems with the

Philosophy and Curriculum of
Vocational Education in Nigeria

e 0 i,

}]1“1\'\“1‘“‘- 15 detined
evaluanon that re

45 a4 conceptual framework for synthesis and ]
-Presents a system of values to serve as a basis for making decistons
that project vocational educations huture. Philosophy thus provides a framework for -
thinking about vocational education. It helps the vocational educator sort out §
competing alternatives and provides a basis for final course of action. It also provides

lor practice, contributing to decisions about programme development,

of leaming activities, curriculum. goals, resources utilization and

iWdentification of other essential needs and functions in vocational education.
['he Nigenan philosophy of education th

crefore 1s based on the integration of
ndividuals into a sound and effective citizen and equal educational opportunities for H
all citizens of the nation at all levels of education, both inside and outside the formal ,‘
school system. For the philosophy 1o be in harmony with Nigeria's national
objectives, 1t has to be geared toward self-realization, better human relationship,
individual national consciousness. national unity, as well as social.

cconomical, pohtical, sciennfic and technological progress. National Policy on
Educaton (NPE. 1981) B i
= ~ i -
asically, the term “Curriculum” is the programme of the school meant for the
leamners. It is the means by which the school attempts to prepare people who will _
hopefully, make progress in the process of nation building. Curriculum could also be i
defined as a series of courses designed to achieve a particular educanonal goal. In S
vocational education, the goal 1s the preparation of individuals for employment in
occupational areas of: their choice and training. Activities in the curricubum are F
E carried out in schools and the school in turn exists purposely to influence the society. )
Forany meaningful development in any society, the curriculum must reflect the need

gurdelines

selection

and aspirations of that society. Therefore, the role of vocational education mustbe
. enhanced in Nigerian education curricula as contained in section 3, sub-section 2 ol .y
g the National Policy on Education (NPE, 1998) that states in part: ek s
=

The goals of vocational education shall be to:
- Provide trained manpower in the applied sciences,

i particularly at craft, advancedmﬂandmnmm i
b - Provide the technical knowledge and voe

agricultural, commercial and economic
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and technological demands S¢ilsine” e . Otssan. (1997}
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pwledgeable pu‘w y makers 4 _

| famn;_\-\ euCal agt =l
cn} of hurn.\.. uman e . hes soch 28
s complete absence of \ocabonal TEEET C o cion and siall
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snt have suffered immensely, espraiaiiy =27==
Jar P m‘hﬂ\.{“mlr of nations. AKANIMH oy | SRS s
« 16 the detniment of the

& mﬁ is placed more on INc thoorTia _- . - B By
) m dhat will lead 10 skill acqusipon. s may =5 == © TSun o

e provision of enough facilities and msufficient quality TFAECE x.220081
pn teachers and instructons

for the Implementarion of Philosophy and Curriculum of

al Educanon

'l'k peed for effectve cumnculum smpiemeniaton Canndl b O
The carriculum has 10 be implemented 1o ensure al K © owil
'lhmndw apﬁlupﬁ_,lc resources for effectunve ieachimg and learmang
“nmlabic Skall developmen! n \ oCatonal oducahon mn'eaunmimh
sed. It s also @ “fll‘l.fn_ an fact that theorehcal concepts mast blead
concepis for vocato trapung 0 be meaningful Vocanonal
in the pew millenoium !cqmrcs that old habits must be replaced as far as
ol strategies are concerned. New instructional methods znd equipment

poed in the raming mstitutons

en mode of leaming (1mnznon) which has been described by
360 lsmoftbcﬁmdimmmrb by which new modes of behaviour
: mmcsmodlﬁcdsmuknmte&eﬂmhsm\m lezming
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pproach that emphasises the break down of At

cfevctne  umt hy it presentalion to m videquate sut et ity
O ICHISATRM 3Ilh|c.‘l.Nu'cphm\um“\" i~ “'-"lﬂ‘n o L g T r'}!r" ek

Wy opeon. Ay
Compaters have become  permanent  foatiites i voestionsl trin

mstiunons and warkshops i Asia, # wrope and Amenca. m ],_. i S uth
\mencan countries are also in the rce. bt Nigeria is et to o H.
techmcal deawing equipment such as denwing board, T- sqgunre, 1

. : As ot TR e
. boen relevated to the h:wkgmuml m European and American seh sols due 1o e
! dmuree i computer graphics and computer aided design (CAD). The replica on
3 : N et
i Computer Assisted Instraetion (CAL i Nigeria s quite imperative in view of

advantape

Conclusion S

Fhe need w develop curricula that can guarantee the reabisation of the OLILY
Lobrectives of vocational education is now better felt than imagined. Since the
pPrimany goal of vecational education is to meet the manpower needs of the OC 1!

the curnculum should be geared toward societal needs. The students ne
adequately skilled in their vanous field of specialization to meet the challeng
tuture. Wath the appropniate skills acquired m the traming mstitutions, the

will be able w get mvolved in emplovment or self-employment for ceonomic | ATl
support atter graduation - AT Py

RIATY

Recommendations WD .
In order w0 achieve the goals of vocational education as stipulated in B
Natonal Pohey on Educaton, (1998). The following recommendations are made: : b

Fhe curniculum should be made flexible cnough to accommodate cha of
vanaus types anpohtcal and economie structures, socio-cultural patterns, ang -

technological demands. Trcan also be reviewed from time to time to meetthu\éhl‘n‘m
i demand of the soctety

Appropriate. monitoring and supervisory scheme should be provided by
Federal Ministry of Education to ensure that the curriculum is evaluated from time 1o ,
time to ensure thatits objective 1s being achieved. wri KR SRR

[n planning the curnculum, emphasis should be more on the practic il aspect
whereby individuals will acquire skills that will enable them to be employe
become self-reliant thus. contributing to the development of their societ L ar
nation at large. i
- Non  Governmental Orgamsations (NGO's) should col
Mimistry of Education in the planning nnd.dm;logmt;qt curriculy |
education inhine with the stipulation of the National Policy on E
ensure that courses to be offered at the affected schools ar rele
the society as well as natonal economy. Ll
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