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em. This sec situation is i :
g:;:me :)lges(e);otﬁg :]lz)u:tlzz:iolz ‘ln wbat N]geria‘ finds itself today. In Nigeria, youth unemployment has
B i Nats. soc;o-economlc problems. Ajufo (2013), observed from the excerpts of
s 10na qupower Boa.rd‘ and Federal Bureau of Statistics in 2012 showed
youth population of eighty (80) million representing 60 percent of its total population
‘ are unemployed while one million six hundred thousand (1.6 million)
aere :rril;i]c:re(r)rllf:ll]oged.' Unem!)loy.ment bas .therefore, become a major problem bedevilling the lives of
g 'y ausing frustration, dejection and dependency on family members and friends, who also
have their own problems to contend with.

However, it is not unemplo
especially the one brought a
defined insecurity as a redu
country, property and perso
the government is unable t
Th

yment alone that challenged the youth in Nigeria, insecurity is another,
bout by the activities of Boko Haram. Onyebuchi and Chigozie (2013:4)
ced capacity and capability of the government to safeguard and protect the
ns etc., against attacks by any deviant person or group. Insecurity occurs when
O protect its citizens and residents, cherished values and interest from threat.
e authpfs further explain that 'a country also experiences insecurity when human rights. economic
opportunities and the sanctity of human lives are constantly violated with little or no effort on the part of
government to nip it in the bud. It can rightly said that Nigeria of today is insecure as there are reasonable

evidence to show that violent extremist groups are now having field day in wanton and unprovoked
destruction of lives and property' of innocent Nigerian citizenry .

InNiger State, Kolo,Gyong and Heillendendu (2014) ina study reported that neglect and maltreatment of
youth facilitated poverty, social exclusion from the side of parents are other challenges being faced by
youths in the State. The authors then averred that neglected youths created stressful and negative
emotional situations in them particularly when social capital that will cushion the effects was lacking from
the family and the community. This type of situation could stir violence in society. Scholars such as
Murray (2011) have long noticed that human beings act violently that is they act with the intent to
physically or mentally harm one another

Security is another important issue of discussion in this paper. Something experts believe is fundamental
to human existence. According to Alemika (2011) security has several dimensions: There are several
interrelated domains of security, physical, emotional, social, economic and political. However, physical
security is protection from threat or act of violence by individuals, groups or the state is a precondition for
human existence and orderly society.

This paper examines public perception on government pan on the use of motor cycles as means of
transport in Niger State, its effects on the lives of comIr}ermal. motor-cyclists and highlights certain social
and developmental implications which followed. Against .thlS background, the paper is divided into six
sections. The first section is this introductory unit, Wthf'l is foIIO\fved by section two which presents the
conceptual clarifications and theoretical framework, while the third section runs the overview of youth
unemployment in Niger state and the rationale for the.ban. The fourth is t-he methods adopted, jusl'as fifth
section presents the findings of the research. The sixth and final section presents the conclusion and
recommendations which are tied to the findings of the study.

Conceptual clarification Tt e ;

Violence: The term violence means different things to dlfferept people, anfi therefore public health
researchers defined violence as “threatened or actual use of physical force against a person or group that
results or likely to result in injury or death” (Mercy e, al. 1993:8). Also Murray (2011) sees violence as an
attempt by human beings to act with the intent to phyzmca!ly or mentally harm one another. However,
Carmecheal (n.d) sees violence as that beh.avno‘ur Wthl’.l IS an uncomroll.ed response to some form of
stimulation, According to her, violent behaviour is more hk?ly to be a physical response to the perception
that the 'self, ie. one's sense of identity, is threatened. Being violated either emotionally or physically
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Overview of Youth Unep

Acconding to the 2006 Censtl::Ogment ]\?s precursor to violenge and insecurity in Niger State
projected population of 4 b g91181'2e Iger State has a population 013,950,249 people (NPC,2006), and a
cumulatively, 55 9 g people at the close of year 2011(NPC,2012).By year the 2008,
: > ~~7 percent of Niger State population was within age bracket 10 and 44 years, and two
years later the figure went tq 59.7,(NPC,2010:18)
gZaZ“:)pfnglrzfcn: :{Lllll rr(‘);":ZR,SM unemplqyed graduates that registered with the Ni ger State  Office of the
s regist,ered e t‘esour.c:es Unit, only 8,5}4 were employed, representing only 20.07 percent of
SRR 45 40 et onl1e(111mt( HOS,2015). This figure represent only a small section of unemployed
T el L y egr§ oma holders and graduates from colleges of
tion, who were 1.nformed of the employment scheme, that were included. The dark and grey figures
associated with official statis(

. need Lo be put into consideration also, to be able to understand and
appreciate unemployment problem in Nj ger State,

e, higher national dipl

_ : point that Niger State is not an industrialised state, There are
very few functional industries in the State.

: : Aside from the Dana Pharmaceutical Company situated at
Minna, the state capital, no industry in Niger

: i, : State that can employ upward of 100 staff presently. The state
is largely a civil service one with government as the greatest employer of labour.

Similarly, Nigerian youths are stressful due to the social environment they find themselves which is
presented to them by the Nigeria society. For in instance, unemployment has become a major problem
bedevilling the lives of Nigerian youth causing frustration, dejection and dependency on family members
and friends, who also have their own problems to contend with (Ajufo,2013). Such an environment begets
hopelessness, helplessness, frustration, abandonment and neglect. Nigeria social landscape facilitates
traumatised conditions. These are staircases to aggression and violence. Borum, (2011) believes that the
“social causes of shame leading to violence include low Status, poverty and unemployment which lead to
feelings of inequality and inferiority” p 83.

Urbanisation courtesy of increase in population and rural — urban drift in Niger State has worsened the
situation of unemployment. Faced with this great challenge of employment, youths take solace in the

commercial motor cycle riding as coping strategy. Today in Nigeria, motorcycles form one of the modern
transportation systems, (Olabode, et, al. 2013).

Rationale for the Banning of commercial motorcycles

A spate of violence through serial killings of police officers sometimes at the close of year 2013 in Niger
state occasioned a ban on the use of motorcycles as commercial transport in the state (NGSG, 201 4). The
use of motorcycles became the first target because the perpetrators_ of the killings of police men- who
felled victims simply for being at their duty posts at the time- were Sald. to have used motorbikes. Within a
week, five police men lost their lives in this process of peoplg coming on motor bike to open fire on
unsuspecting police men on their duty posts. This penod also cgmcndgd with the time when quo Haram
violent activities were high in Nigeria. The serial killings were immediately blamed on the militant group
because the method of the killing was 'similar to those employed by the insurgents in the North East'
Newsline (2014).

The second concern as expressed by the Niger State authorities through.thc commissioner of He@]th Dr
Ibrahim Sule in 2014 was the issue of safety of both the operators and their passengers. Hardly, will a day
pass without witnessing road crashes that involved motor cygle{okada op;rators. some of thgse .accidents
are fatal Newsline (2014). In fact, the National Bureatf of StaFn stics (NBS) mnareportin 2012 indicates that
Niger State recorded 1,537 cases of road crashes Whl‘Ch clanme':d 7?1 lives (NBS,2012). Doctors decries
high rate of accident victims in Minna General Hospital, (Radio Niger, 201.3). Over 70 percent accident
victims in Hospitals in Minna were operators pf Kabu Kabu/Ol.ca.da, (Newsllpe. 2013). All these concerns
1 from different quarters, might have informed the decision of the said ban.
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for "/""’ machine.... how do You expect such a person to feel....

(interview 2019)

ln:llr[“]:llr:):t‘:::,‘l 32 years rcspgndcnt’cum)buralcd by saying
' dowid, Y men were affected. There are many of them

who forfeited their motoreycles for being unable 1o p_a\’ the

charged 50,000 naira...vou brought a law to secure the p;fu[)/c'

and you are jp away attacking .s'c:('uriry agents and education.. |

58
don't just know whepe this will lead us to in this state.

2019) (Interview

Discussions of the Findings
One major discovery of this Paper is that youths in Nj
mass poverty which were in themsel
commercial motor cycle riding- their

ger State wearied initially with unemployment and
VEs sources of frustration, became more frustrated with the ban on
: save haven. As attested to by one of them. A 25 year old respondent
react o the ban with the following words: how would I cope? Through this Okada business I feed my
Jamily. With the ban that has not provides alternative, I don't know what to do. Yet another rcépondenl
lamented that only God could intervene for the poor which is another sign of frustration. The respondent
further stressed with a question when he asked: If these politicians fail to think of the common man on the
street, the one they see on daily basis. How doyou expect them to design policies that will take care of those
in the villages who they do not see always? Only God will save the poor from them. The finding is in-tuned
with the view of Delisi and Piquiero (2011) who stressed that poverty begets frustration which eventually

leads to crime. It is stated that conditions of poverty increases the likelihood that a person will commit
crime, be apprehended and be the victim of crime (Delisi and Piquiero,2011 ).

The ban also brought with it issues of security as criminal violence in forms of youth restiveness and
reprisal attacks were abound. For instance Radio Niger reported that after a young man was axed down for
being a member of a gang that snatched the perpetrator's girl friend, reprisal attacks followed. Precisely on
I" of December, 2014, two (2) other young men were killed by an irate youths from New market areaon a
reprisal mission at Maitumbi again. For close to two hours, irate youths took over the major street of
Maitumbi, sacked the police at Flamingo junction and were armed with dangerous weapons. Road users
were forced to divert ( Radio, Niger,2014). This is also in accord with some researchers who link search
for honour and vengeance as language of the street. Violent behaviour can be seen as a mask which
protects the 'self from pain and memories of traumatic experiences. The thinking i.s that violence often
times occur over argument that has to do with social- honour. Stephen,( l?97)Accor§mg to Bomm (2011 )
people begin to climb the staircase to violence with a de§lre to alle\fxate adYersny and improve thgnr
situation. Unsuccessful attempts, however, lead to frustration, producing feelings of aggressmr_x, which
are displaced onto some perceived causal agent (who is then regarded as an enemy). Wl.th this ban in p]a?e,
most youths see the government as their enemy, because it has stopped them from looking from their daily
bread without providing alternatives .

f‘t?: g:: .:: ;1:.:::5: ll:::)l::;(;z:::o(l;srder of December, 2013 in Mipna., Niger State came to create more
than the problems it was designed to solve. The mounting tension, rise in crime and spontaneous increase
in poverty and unemployment among the people, became more apparent than the safety and security
issues that rationalised the ban Order in the first place. These are all challenges of development: Howe\fer,
the temporary reprieve being enjoyed by the Okada operators in the Sta.te.cam? to reduce growing tension
and its attendant security implications if allowed to burst. The new administration scemed to have read the
message when his predecessor was pelted by angry youths, before his very eyes.
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